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PART  Ylh 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  /ram 
his  Names  and  Titles. 


Having  designated  the  Names  and  Titles 
given  to  our  Saviour,  as  God— and  mentioned 
the  mighty  Works,  which,  as  God,  he  perform- 
ed ;  1  shall  now  be  somewhat  more  particular ; 

First,  of  the  Nantes  and  Titles  given  to 
Christ : — As,  first,  "  Immanuel.'^ 

This  Name  w^s  iexpressly  given  to  him  by 
the  Father,  (Matt,  i,  ^5.)  and,  therefore,  to  him 
alone  doth  that  Title  exclusively  belong ;  ^^  Im^ 
mantteh  God  with  us^J* 

St.  John,  in  the  finst  opening  of  his  Gos* 
V,  II.  ^.  A 
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pel,  (*)   is  very    clear. — •*  In  the    Beginning 


(•)  The  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  written  several  Years 
after  those  of  the  other  EyaogelistSy  and  evidently  with  a 
different  Design.— ^Tiie^  relate  the  principal  Incidents  of 
our  Saviour's  Life  ;  St.  John  is  more  diligent  in  recording 
his  Discourses, — ^The  other  Evangelists  enumerate  a  great 
Variety  of  Miracles  and  Incidents,  falling  in  with  the 
Old  Prophesies  of  th«  Messiah^  as  exemplifiecl  in  Christ, 
particularly  St*  Matthew : — St,  John  describes  only  a  few  of 
the  most  remarkable,  which  had  a  more  immediate  Refer- 
ence ta  the  particular  O^jei^t  of  his  Gospel.  —  They  repeat 
the  Discourses  which  Jesus  held  with  the  People,  mostly 
in  Galilee,  in  the  Form  of  Parables  and  short  moral  Sen- 
tences : — St.  John  has  presented  the  longer  and  more  ar- 
gMB^entative  CoBvers^tions  of  our  Saviour  with  the  learned 
i^yrs,  on  tbi^  Subject  of  the  Messiah,  and  those  in  which 
he  explained  to  his  Disciples  the  Nature  of  his  Missiop 
and  Office.— vl^ow. 

It  is  v^ry  pls^in  thftt  whatever  other  Ol^ects  St.  John  may 
haveiiadin  View',  This  was  one  ;  to  convey  to  the  Chris- 
tian World  just  and  adequate  Notions  of  the  real  Nature, 
Character,  £^nd  Office  of  that  Great  Teacher,  who  came 
to  instruct  and  redeem  Mankind.  For  this  Purpose,  he 
studiously  selected  for  his  Narrative,  those  Passages  of 
©ur  Saviour's  Life,  which  most  clearly  displayed  his 
Divine  Power  and  Authority  ;  and  those  of  his  Disr 
•onrses,  in  which  he  spoke  most  plainly  of  his  own  Na- 
ture, atad  of  the  £ffieacy  of  his  Death,  as  an  Atonement 
for  the  Sins  of  the  World.  The 
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the  Wdlrd :  ftfid  the  Word  ^as  Wilb  Qod^ 


The  Object  which  this  Evangelist  bad  ia  View,  was 
not  to  accumulate  as  many  Instances  as  possible  of  mira- 
culous PdWet  ^^Leti^i  bjr  Jes^u^  i  bat  only  those,  iirhich, 
most  cKstiiicCly  illustfated  his  pedutl&f  Oflfie  tst  KtftUf^; 
— ^*  Many  6thei'  Things  (sajTs  fce)  trbly  did  J^snsT,  Itl  tb6 
Presence  of  hfs  i)isciples,  ithich  are  dot  Writtei!  iik  Mt 
Book;  but  these  are  writtelk,  ffid:tye  might  bef}«^e  t&&i 
«fes(fs  is  th6  Christ,  the  Son  of  6od ;  and,  th&t  beiicfYidf, 
;^e  might  hate  Lif^  Chfough  bis  Name/'  Itiiflf  £tpir<^ssion 
sterns  to  ptdve,  th&t  those  i^ersons  ate  WroAg  t^ho  ^crp- 
pose  that  J6hn  wfote  his  6oSpet,  merely  to  sOpply  thd 
Defects  and  Omissions  df  th6  other  frafigelists,— TttlS 
real  0ifFerence  between  them,  rs,  that  they  wrote  a  Htii- 
tory  of  our  Saviour's  Life ;  but  St.  Join,  of  his'  if^dfsotf 
and  Office.  The  Apostles  speak  of  bim  in  Ihair  £pistles« 
ijt  is  true,  in  noble  and  cbaraetertstie  ExpressioDs ;  Bat 
here,  the  Saviour  speaks  of  himscilff  and  in  Laifgiiagtfi 
wbich  no  Ingenttity  can  pervert*  St#  Matthew  and  St4 
Luke  befin  witb  relating  tbe  CirouaMtaneea  attendia§| 
the  Birib  of  Jesus,  and  trace  bis  Genealogy  from  David^ 
whose  Desci^dani  the  pFomised  Messiah  was  to  be.  Ba| 
John  introduces  him  at  oooe  in  his  divine  Chafaoter,  an 
having  existed  befern  the  World  begfaPr  hiniself  tbe  Cre»i 
ator  of  it.  And  hayinj^  tbusy  lo  Ae  very  Qpening  of  fait 
Gospel,  announced  the  trancendent  Dignity  of  his  Sub- 
ject, W  takes  Odc^sion  t6  incnfcate  (!fae  sanIKe'  l^ri^th 
tlbortrghdut  thetirhofe  of  h^S  i^ubde'qaetkf  &M(9ff.  Whit 
tlHtt  ITotitm  of  ther  Scop^and  t'ufpbsre^  of  ih6  £vatfgeltst, 
hts  Gospef  is^  cfear,  eonstst6trC»  «nd  hit^Af^bl^ :— opott 
afty  dtfaer  Stippdritiott,  it  h  ot^ctifre  M^  nilitft«lli^g;iMd; 

Ha 
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and  the  Word  was  God,'*  (♦)    All  the  Names 
and  TitleSf   by  which  the  £ternal  and  Moi&t 


He  commencea  his  Epistle  with  a  Declaratiou  uf  the 
pirinily  aad  lecaraaiion  of  Jesus  Christ,  assuring  those 
whom  he  addresses^  that  the  Testimony  which  he  and 
the  other  Apostles  gave  of  Christ,  was  from  their  per-^ 
ioaal  Knowledge  of  him»  and  from  his  Instructions^ 
He  repeats  this  Assurance  afterwards  more  than  once  i 
**  We  have  seem  and  do  Usiify^  that  the  Father  hath  sent 
tiie  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  World."  (^\y.  14.)  ''  We 
inow  that  the  Son  of  God  \s  come,  and  hath  given  us 
^n  Vnderstaniiingt  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true;."* 
the  true  Christy  rot^  aXq^ivoy,  as  he  is  called  in  Rev* 
|ii.  7*  '*he  that  is  true,  he  that  is  holy..'^ 

<  Thb  repeated  Assurance  of  their  personal  Knowledge 
of  Christ  was  rendered  necessary  not  only  by  the  unbe- 
lief of  the  Jews,  who  denied  that  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of 
God,  was  come;  but  by  the  Heresy  of  those  who 
Affirmed  that  he  was  come,  but  *^not  in  the  Flesh,"  that 
the  Son  of  God,  who  was  crucified,  was  in  the  Form  of 
Man,  but  in  Form  and  Appearance  only*  He  therefore 
eautions  them  to  whom  be  wrote^  against  Deceivers  and  * 
Antichrists^  which  he  says  these  are,  who  deny  thai 
Christ  is  come,  or  say  that  he  is  not  come  in  the  Flesh. 

,  (,*)  This  Passage  is  so  dear,  and  so  much  above  all 
ipxception,  that  it  can  never  be  overthrown,  and  wrested 
from  the  Defenders  of  the  Truths  by  the  daring  Attempts 
<^f  either  Commentators  or  Critics,  It  is  so  direct  and  irre* 
frag^ble  in  Testimony  tQ  the  Divine  JNature  of  Jesus 
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High  God  has  made  of  himself  to  Man,  are, 
ia  Scripture,  given  to  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  * 


Christy  that  the  Unitarians  are  driven  to  the  most  imrea-* 
sonable  Methods  of  Interpretation ;  and  sometimes  to  a 
still  bolder  Measure  than  Mis*  Interpretation  ;  that,  of 
rejecting  the  whole  Gospel,  as  not  having  been  written 
by  John,  and  as  containing  erroneous  Doctrines* 

This  is  8  striking  Evidence  of  the  Impression,  which  it 
is  calculated  to  produce  in  the  Mind ;  and  the  very  Fact  of 
its  being  calculated  to  produce  snch  an  Impression, 
affords  a  strong^  Argument  in  behalf  of  our  Interpretation  ; 
since  it  is  highly  improbable,  that  at  a  Time  when  the 
Church  had  begun  to  be  distracted  by  Heresies  concern-* 
ing  the  ^Nature  of  Christ,  an  Apostle  should  have  em- 
ployed Expressions,  which,  to  all  Appearance,  assert  the 
DiFinity  of  our  Saviour,  if  he  had  known  that  Doctrine 
to  be  unfounded. 

The  Words  are  very  plain,  and  the  Place  where  they 
are  put  by  St.  John,  in  the  Front  of  his  Gospel,  (as  it 
were  an  Inscription  upon  it,  or  Introduction  to  it,)  makes 
it  very  evident,  that  he,  who,  of  all  the  Writers  in  the 
New  Testament,  has  the  greatest  Plainness  and  Simpli- 
city of  Style,  would  not  have  put  Words  here,  as  were 
not  to  be  understood  in  a  plain  and  literal  Signification^ 
without  any  Key  tp  lead  us  to  any  other  Sense  of  them. 

This  had  been  to  lay  a  Stone  of  stumbling  in  the  very 
fatr&nce  of  the  whole ;  particularly  to  the  Jews,  who 
Were  apt   to  cavil  at  Christianity ;    and  were  exceeding  . 
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jealous  of  every  Thing  tbae  savoured  of  Idolatry,  or  of  A 
PlwratityofGods. 

Is  it  to  be  cooceived  that  he  should  use  so  many  sublime, 
and  lofty  Expressions  concerning  Christ,  as  God,  if  aff 
these  must  be  taken  down  in  sd  tow  a  Sense,  as  to  signify 
ottUff  that  he  was  miraculously  formed,  add  endifed  ^ich' 
an  ^utraor^Uaary  Power  of  working  Miraclest,  and  an 
Amkarity  to  deliver  a  new  Keligion  to  the  World ;  and 
that  be  was,  ia  Ck^iksideration  of  his  exemplary  Death, 
(which  he  underwent  so  patiently)  raised  up  from  the 
Grave«  and  had  Divine  Hootours  conferred  upon  him  i 

To  such  an  Hypothesis  as  this,  (the  World,  going  in  so 
naturally  to  the  expensive  Magnifying,  and  even  Deifying 
of  worldly  Men)  it  had  been  necessary  to  have  prevented 
any  such  Mistakes,  and  to  have  guarded  against  the 
Belief  of  them,  rather  than  to  have  used  a  continual 
Tmn  of  Expcessions,  that  seem  %s>  carry  Men  violently 
into  them,  and  that  ean  hardly  be  softened,  by  all  the  Skill 
of  Criticirsmy  to  bear  any  other  Sen^e. 

It  is  to  be  considered  further,  that  when  St.  John  writ 
his  Gospel,  there  wece  Three  Sorts  of  Men  particularly  to 
be  considered. — The  Jews^  who  could  bear  nothing  that 
savoured  of  Idolatry  ;  so  no  Stumbling  Block  was  to  be^ 
laid  in  their  Way,  to  give  them  deeper  Pmjudices  against 
Cbri&tianity. 

JNext  to  these,  were  the  Gentilies;  who  havinsf  wor- 
shipped a  Variety  of  Gods,  were  not  to  be  indulged  iflf 
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of  God,    are   not  only  given  to  him  in  fuU 


«ny  Thing  that  might  seem  to  favor  their  Polytheism. 
'-r-ln  Tact,  W9  fiod  psjrticular  Cation  used  in  the  iNeif 
Teptameot^  ugaiast  worshipping  Angels  or  Saints.  Hoif 
cao  it,  therefore,  be  imagined  that  Words  would  bafe 
been  used,  that,  in  the  plain  Signification  ariaiag  ont  of 
the  first  hearing  of  them,  imported  that  a  Man  was  God,  if 
this  bad  not  been  strictly  true? — ^The  Apostles  onght, 
and  must  have  used  a  particular  Care  to  aroid  all  suob 
Expressions,  if  they  had  not  been  literally  true* 

The  Third  sort  of  Men,  in  St.  John's  Time,  were  those 
of  whom  Intimation  is  frequently  given  through  all  the 
Epistles,  who  were  then  endeavouring  to  corrupt  the 
Purity  of  the  Christian  Doctrine,  and  to  accommodate  ii 
so,  both  to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles^  as  to  avoid  the  Cross 
and  Persecution  on  the  Account  of  it. 

Chureb  History,  and  the  earliest  Writers  after  St.  John, 
assure  ««,  that  Ebion  and  Cerinthus  denied  the  Divinity 
of  Christ,  and  asserted  that  he  was  a  mere  Man. — Now, 
— Controversy  naturally  carries  Men  to  speak  correctly  ; 
and,  among  human  Writers,  those  who  publish  more 
carelessly,  when  they  apprehend  no  Danger,  or  Diffi- 
cult are  more  correct,  both  in  their  Thoughts  and 
Expressions,  when  Things  are  disputed ; — And  therefore, 
if  we  should  have  no  other  Regard  to  St.  JohUf  biit 
as  an  ordinary,  flfautious,  and  careful  Man,  we  must 
believe  that  be  weighed  all  his  Words  lo  that  Point,  which 
was  4beii  the  Malter  in  Questioa ;  and  to  elegr  which,  we 
Wre  gopd  Grwnd  lo  believe,  both  from  the  Testimony 
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and  direct  Words ;  but  were  really  exempli- 
fied in  him. 


of  Ancient  Writers,  and  from  the  Method  that  he  pur* 
snes  thfovgfa  it  all,  fihat  he  writ  his  Gospel  ;  and  that 
therefore,  every  Part  of  it,  but  this  Beginning  more  espe- 
cially, vras  writ,  and  is  to  be  understood  in  the  Sense 
which  the  Words  naturally  import:  [viz.]  that  the 
^'  Word  which  took  Flesh/'  and  assumed  the  human 
Nature,  had  a  Being  **  before  the  Worlds  were  made,*' 
and  that  this  **  Word  was  God  'J' — For,  would  an  £vaH- 
gelist,  entertaining  the  Opinions,  which  the  Unitariafis  of 
tl^e  present  Day  profess,  have  opened  his  Gospel  with 
a  Series  of  Expressions,  so  strongly  declarative  of  the 
Divine  Nature  of  Christ,  that,  iu  order  to  avoid  thp 
Force  of  them,  we  must  call  in  the  Aid  of  Allegory 
of  the  harshest  and  most  unusual  Aspect! — Surely^  it 
is  not  possible  to  read  these  Words,  (taking  for  our  Guide 
the  acknpwledged  and  usual  Rules  of  Interpretation,) 
without  pjerc^iving  thp  irresistible  Evidence  of  pur  Lord's 
Divinity. — Be{3ideS| 

The  great  and  sublin^e  Truths  wfiich  thii^  Evangelist 
proclaimed  in  bis  Gospel,  he  again  reiterated  in  hi^ 
Epistles;  the  one  confirming  the  other*  So  that  they 
who  reject  his  \^Gqspel,  must  reject  his  Epistles  also; 
and,  in  Faqt^  the  whole  Scriptures  ifith  it,  fts  they  all 
testify  this  Doctrine, 

In  his  Epistles,  he  describes  Christ  as  the  **  Word  of 
Life"— "the  Son  of  God"— '* and  eternal  Life"— as 
f  isieansing  ub   hy   his   own  Blood  from    all  Sin"''— a4 
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.   He  is  expressly  called  GodintaKny  places (^) 
particularly  by   the  Prophet  Isaiah;  *^  Unto 


liaving  '*laid  down  his  Life  for  us^-^-as  Iiavifig.  ^^eonif 
in  the  Flesh" — ^  sent  by  the  Father  to  be  the  SaTiouf 
ofth«  World"— and  as  "born  of  ©od"— "an  Advocatf; 
with  the  Father," — *'  and  the  Propitiatioa  foar  om  Sins." — 
He  warns  iis,  (and  it  is  an  awful  Warning)  thit  **  wh(^ 
soever  denieth  the  Son,  hath  not  the  Fattier." — And 
he  conelndes  with  the^e  Wordi»,  (which  you  wiU,  tn^m 
a  jtisf  Ooasiderationr  of  this  Matter, ,  adopt,-  in  thei^  litets^ 
aod  unqualified  Sense,)  **we  know  that  the  Son  of  "God 
is  come^  add  haih  givett  to  os  an  UtMerstanding,  that  tr^ 
might  know  him  that  is  true  ;  and  we  are  iu)iim  thai  is 
itrue^  even  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  true  God* 
and  eternal  Life,"  ^ 

(*)  This  is  an  Argument  es^c^pted  agamsl^  by  the  Writer! 
ofCootro^eirsy,  whobriilg  ^  number  of  Texts :  oiitaf  th# 
Old. and  J^ew  Testament,  where  Aogels  and  jMen,  and.  the 
Gods  of  the  Heathen,  arig.  oajiled  Goda^ .  ; 

But  there'  is  one  Place,  which,  if  they  tad  produced 
entire,  woijild  have  given  a  full  Answer  to  this  Olyectiion  j 
(vi2,)«^  Though  there  be  tb^t  are  caHed'  -Gods,  wliethiei'  itt 
Heaven  or  £ar(^,  (a^  there  are  &bds  many,  -and'  lj6tii 
VJany,)  Yet,- to  us  riie^e  is  but  One  GodV  the  I'dtA^i^i 
iy  whom  are^  all  Things,  and  we  in-' him;  akid  Onfe  l^A 
Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  arc  all  Things,  and  we '  by  biriil'' 
—In  which   Place   it  is   plain,  that  our  Saviour  Jesus 

V.jri..  .■:?■■         •    ,     ;•      L    •.  '-•    .     '.• 
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lis  a  Child  is  borta/unto  us  a  Son  is   given, 
and  his   Name  shall    he   called    Wonderful^ 


Christ  it  excepted  out  of  the  Number  of  those  *'  many/' 
who,  ia  a  loose,  general  and  figurative  Sense^  are  called 
6ods  and  Lords :  —And  flierefore  is  called  God  and  Lord 
in  that  proper  Sense,  in  which  it  is  here  aiffirmed,  that 
f  there  is  but  one  God,  and  one  Lord." 

And,  that  thi^  was  the  Sense  pf  thePiciiniti?^  father^, 
appear^  from  Irenttus,  in  whose  Pays  it  seems  ihere  wer^- 
pome  ^eretics  made  the  same  Objection ;  and,  therefore, 
he  hath  bestowed  ssTeral  Piigef»  in  ansyrering  it^  Peg§ 
?08,  Cpl^  1. 

As  to  those  Titles  iii  Scripture,  >  which  are  so  ofte.ti 
applied  to  God,  the  Son,  as  well  as  the  other  Epithets* 
Descriptions,  and  Appellations,  they  fire  such  as  cannot 
agree  to  any  created  Being.-T;He  is  called  in  Isaiah^ 
t^' Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlast* 
ing  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peaoe/-' 

In  tbp  1,  Cor,—**  The  Lord  of  Glory—the  Lord  from 
Peaven.*'  In  Titus,— "  Th^  Great  Go^."— Ip  St.  Johq,. 
V  The  True  God,"  In  the  H^r.—'*  King  of  Kings,  an4 
liord  Qf  Lordlsi'' — and  '^  Alpha  t^d^  Omega,  the  first 
find  the  Iast«?  An4  in  Rom.— '*  Of  whom  as  cqiic^cn- 
ing  the  Flesh,  Christ  caine,  who  is  orer  ^U>Jjrod  bless^ 
for  ever.*' 

As  the  Son  hath  no  other  Beginning  of  his  Divinity, 
than  the  Father,  but  is  th^   most  pure  Emaini^tion  of 
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Counsellor,  the.  Mighty  God/'  —  The  Child; 
the. Son,  announced  by  the  Prophet,  \&  ^' the 
Mighty  God/'— He  who  admits  that  a  Child^ 
a  Son,  is  the  Mighty  Gody  will  certainly  admit 
that  this  can  be  no  other  than  Jesus  Christ. — 
And  who  does  not,  will  charge  Isaiah  with  ut- 


that  one  Paternal  Fountain,,  therefore  he  ia  God  over  all. 
— Hqw  fie  tbat  is  '*  over  all/^  can  have  none  above  hira* 
For,  He  is  not  Jfter  the  Father,  but  Of  the  Father.— If, 
dterefore,  the  Son  is  said  to  be  over  all ;  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  '*  contain  all  I'hings  ;*'  and  God,  the  Father,  is 
He,  of  whom  are  all  Things,  here  is  evidently  shewn  the 
Nature  of  the  Trinity,  and  One  Substance  which  is  ovec 
all. 

f  have  been  the  rather  particular  in  this,  because  we 
have  been  asked  to  show  where  our  Saviour,  either  ia 
Scripture,  or  Antiquity,  is  called  the  True  God,  or  the 
Only  Gody  or  by  any  of  the  known  Titles  of  the  Supreme' 
God.  as  God  the  Creator,  the  invisible  God,  the  great 
God,  or  God  over  all. 

'  The  Proofs  already  given,  are  a  sufficient  Answer  to 
these. — But  supposing  there  could  be  no  other  Instances 
brought,  where  the  other  Titles,  besides  that  of  God  were 
given  him ;  it  would  only  follow  that  these  Titles,  which 
are  generally  given  to  the  Father,  and  not  to  the  Son^ 
were  designed  to  express  the  Distinction  of  Persons,  not 
the  Difference  of  Nature,*  which  is  One  and  the  same^ 
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telling  >  a  Fklsebbbd^  Acbordingly^  we  faafa 
him  declared  ta  be  ^*  Oad,  manifest .  in  the 
Flesh,"*— ^*  Of  whoBft,  as  concerniag  the  Flesb, 
Christ  came;  who  is  over  all,  €k)d  blessed  for 
•ver." 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  that 
theseThingsaresaid  of  Christ,  and  that  they 
can  be  said  of  no  other. — Of  no  other  Person^ 
and  of  no  other  Attribute  can  it  besaid,^  ^>He 
was  manifest  in  the  Flesh." — Wherefore  Jesu& 
Christ  is  the  very  God  who  was  manifest  in 
the  Flesh.^ — Again, 

**  God  was  in  Christ,^  reconciling  the  World 
to  himself." — Here,  again,  is  an  ihcontestible 
Evidence  of  Cbrist's  Divinity — He  in  God^ 
and  God  in  him.— ^*  God  was  in  Christ." — 
We  must  either,  then,  renounce  the  ScriptuFe, 
qx  admit  the  Doctrine  before  us  ;  as  nothing^ 
O^n  be  plainer  even  to  the  meanest  Capacity, 
and  which  no  Criticism,  even  of  the  wisest,  can 
overthrow.  The  Benefits  of  his  Incarnation 
ipiay  also  be  hence  inferred. 

"  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  World 
to  himself." 

Jt  was  God,    (says   St*    Paul)   who  purr 
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chased  the  Church  with  his  own  Blood  f  (*) 
And  the  same  Apostle  quotes  a  Passage 
from  the  Psalms,  addressed  by  God  the 
Father  to  the  Son. — *'Unto  the  Son,  he 
saith,  Thy  Throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and 
ever :  —  A  Sceptre  of  Righteousness,  is  the 
Sceptre  of  thy  Kingdom  ;  Thou  hast  loved 
Righteousness,  and  bated  Iniquity  :  therefore 
God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  theevirith 
Oil  of  Gladness  above  thy  Fellows." 

In  these  Words  the  Father  expressly  calls 
the  Son  6odj  and  declares  that  his  Throne  is 
for  ever  and  ever. 

To  whom,  but  to  God,  in  the  absolute 
Sense,  can  an  everlasting  Throne  or  Domi- 
nion be  attributed? — ^Therefore  Jesus  Christ 
is  God,  and  as  such  was  recognized  by 
the  Apostle  Thomasy  when  he  was  con- 
vinced by  the  Evidence  of  bis  Senses,  that 


(•)  As  "  God  is  without  Body,  Parts,  or  Passions,'* 
(Article  Ist.)  this  could  only  be  by  the  Blood  of  Christ 
on  the  CroflSy  shed  **  for  us  Men,  and  our  Salvation.*^ 
Christ*8  Blood  was  the  Blood  of  God,  for  ''  God  wa^ 
in.  ChrisU'* 
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his  Divine  Master*  Was  risen :  —  He  aik- 
swered»  and-  said  unto  him,  *^  My  Xordf,  and 
my  God'' 

His    Blood    is  said    to    be   the    Blood  of 
"  God." — God  is  said  to  have    **  laid  down 
his  Life  for  us/' — Christ  is  called  the  "/nee 
6?orf"  — "God  over  all/' (*)  —  "  Christ  the 
Lord— the  Lord  from  fleaven — the  Lord  of 
Glory — the    Lord    of  Hosts  —  the    Lord    of 
Lords — the    Lord    over  all — the  Lord,    both 
of  the  Dead  and  Living — King  of    Kings  ;'^ 
and  more  particularly,  the  Name  of  Jehovah 
is  ascribed  to   him  in    the    same    Word    in 
virhich  the  LXX  Interpreters  had   translated 
it  throughout  the  whole  Old  Testament :  (t) 


(*)  This  does  not  exclude  the  Person  of  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghost.— They  are  three  Divine  Persons, 
and  one  true  God : — And  they  who  Object  to  the. 
Word  Persons  in  the  Godhead,  should  be  reminded 
of  their  Ignorance,  both  of  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of 
the  Scriptures.  The  very  Expression  is  used :—  Christ 
is  said  to  be  ^'the  express  Image  of  the  Person  of 
the  Father.'* 

(t)  It  is  allowed  by  our  Opponents>  that,  "  in  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,-  Jehovah  is  used  as 
the  peculiar    and  appropriate    Name   of  the   One  Su- 
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wbich  imports  true  essential  Being,  beiogof^ 
itself,  eternal,  immutable,  necessary  andin^^ 


preme  God.''  In  this  Case,  tberefore,  all  that  we  hare 
to  do,  is,  to  ascertain  the  Fact^  that  iSae  Name  U  given 
to  Jef  us  Christy 

'  The  Word  which  is  rendered  Lord  in  th*  New  T^tar 
flient,  is  the  Word  by  which  the  Name  Jehovah,  is 
invariably  expressed  by  the  Septuagint  Translators  of 
die  Old.  —In  such  Passages,  therefore,  as  are  (quoted 
from  the  Old  Testament  into  the  New,  we  are  entitled 
to    understand   and    interpret   it,  as    equivalent  to  Jk? 

HOVAH. 

.  Words .  must  be  liefinitive,  and .  express  settled  Ideas, 
or  .they  are  of  no  Use. — If  we  have  assigned  the  Words 
Godf  Jehovah f  or  Lord,  and  the  like,  to  express  our  Idea 
of  God — ^and  in  that  Idea,  comprehend  the  Acts  of  Crea- 
ting,  Preserying,  Redeeming,  &c. — ^And  the  Attributes 
of  Eternity,  Omnipotence,  Omniscience,  dec. — It  is  clear 
4iat  ITe,  to  whomsoever  we  find  these  Terms  applied,  and 
these  Powers  inherent,  is  God. — :Now,  it  will  admit  of 
no  Dispute  that  the  Son  is,  in  Scripture,  called  God ;  and 
stronger  still,  He  is  called  Jbhovah  ;  which  is  such  a 
Proof  of  his  Deity,  as  is  irrefragable,  and  can  never  be 
urged  too  often, 

^  Jehoiraii  signifies  that  Being, .  who  exists  of  himseifj, 
''who  is,  and  was,  and  is  to  coqte;"  and  was  called  by" 
t|ie  Jews,  *fjh%  iwonmumcabk  N^mei'^  because  it  eould- 
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dependent  Existence ;  and  consequently/ neP 
tber  is  nor  can  be  commanicated  to  any  de-^ 


be  applied  to^  or  cennsunicftted  to  no  other,  than  the  very« 
and  true  God. 

Who,  then,  can  doubt  that  the  Son  is  Go  j,  very  and  true 
God^  equal  to  the  Father;  shiee  to  him,  as  well  as  to 
the  Father,  the  inconiiiiuni9able  Name  of  Jehovah  i» 
applied.—"  The  Lord  our  ^^od  is.  one  Jehovah  J^-^(P^v^^ 
vi.  4.)  Now,  of  Christ  it' is  said,  "This  is  the  Nam€^ 
whereby  he  shall  be  c^ed,  'Jehovah,  our  Righteous-; 
ness."'  (Jer.  xxiii.  ^-^Cpnoipare .  a)so^  ^phn  xii^  4)| 
and  Isaiah  vi.  1,  Luke  i.  16,  17,  with  Isaiah  xl..  3y 
John  i,  23.' — Matthew  iii.  3. — John  iii.  28. — John  i. 
31,  And  Malachi  iii^  1.)  Texts  imig&t  easily  be;  mafti- 
plied;  but  One  is  sufficient «  For^  if  it  id  agt'^ed,  Je-^ 
jfivah  be  the  incommunicable  Name  of  God ;  and  if 
that  Name  be  applied  to  the  5691,  as  Well  &s  to  tbe^ 
lather,  which  it  is,  indisputably/  can-  there  remain  a 
Doubt  of  Christ's  real  Divinity ;— or  can  any  Opposer 
of  this  great  Trath,  rest  in  hie  Opposition,  o^  answei' 
satisjEactorily  to  so  plain  an  Argutnebt  ? 

The  Prophets  predict  the  taming  of  One  to  whom 
they  gave  the  Name  of  **  Jehovah:'' — ^They  call  hko, 
at  the  same  Time,  "  the  Lord  whom  the  P^ple  soUght" 
— "  the  Messenger  vf  the  Covenant,  in  whom  they  de- 
lighted;" and  they  testify  that  h^  shoulil  come  to 
'*his  Templet'  It  is'  also  predicted^  that  a'  Messenger* 
should  *^:go  before  Jmn,  to  prepare  his  Way/'— In  due" 
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.«ved  or  inferior.  Natube^  as  imlloa  Acoount 
.iof  its  Sjgftifioatio&  as  df  its  Application,  wbick 


Time,  John  the  Baptist  makes  bis  Appearaaoe; — and 
lie  comes  in  the  Gbaract^  of  a  Pre-cursor,^  **  Pre- 
:parer  of  the  W^." 

Thai  he  is  the  Persoa  veferced  to  hy  Isaiah  4A([ 
MoHachi^  is  admflted. — Ue  then^  before  whom^ — before 
'^^hose  Facey— Joho  the  Baptist  eaiiae,  is  *<  the  Lord^ 
*-Ae  Messenger  of  the  Covenant,^*  the  Object  «f  Jewish 
'Bxpectatioti,  who  was-  to  eonte  to  his  Tempk^—ilk» 
Temple  oi  J^kovak. 

Now,  Joha  came    to  introdtice  the  Christ,  to  prepare 

•. for  his ^'  Manifestation  to  Israel"  Johb  i*  31. — B^  speaks 

of  himself  as  ^  sent   before  him,"  John   iii.  28;  and  of 

:Jesus  u^der  the  «mjdiatic  DesignatioHy  **  He  thai  i^ometh 

after  ine :" — ^^and  it  is  remarkable  how  .the  Xerms  m  which 

Me  speaks  of  Christ  accord  with  the  elevdied  and  dlyin^ 

. Appdlatlons  previously  given  him  by  the  P|!ophet8  ;-^ 

^<  This  is  be  of  whom  I  said  9  after  me  eometh   a  Mao, 

irbo    is  preferred   before  me,  for    he  was  hefptie  mfe,^ — 

John  i.  30. 

1  am  aware  that  tbe  Words  on  w^u)toq  ^v  ^Vi  &e. 
jiiave  been  proposed  to  be  rendered  **  for  he  was  iny 
Chief,"  or  '*  my  Superior." — But  with  out  disputing  the 
Possibility  of  the  Words  bearing  this  rendering,  it  is  jmost 
pinnatural  to  suppose  John  to  have   used   the  past  Tense^ 
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is  exfJresBly  restrained,  to  One  only.—  A  fmr 
Passages  irill  establish  this  Point  beyond  all 
Contradiction. 

"  Jehovah  Sabbaoth'*  or  Jehovah  of  Hosts, 
(in  our  authorized  Version,  rendered,  "  the 
Lord  of  Hosts:")  is  a  Title  sacred  to  Deity.  (♦) 


.,if  suchwas^liis  MeaniDg: — He  m  preferred  before  me,  for 
ho  X0(u  my  Sttperior. — ^Tbe  Use  of  this  Tense  fixes  the 

t  Phmse  to  the  Mefttung  given  it  by  otir  Translators;-^ 
and  then  we  hare,  in  John's  Words,,  a  clear  and  striking 
Declaration  of  the  Pre-existence  of  Christ. 

(*)  The  Name  Larii,  (in  an  absolute  Sense)  is  proper 
only  to  Deity. — ^The  Passages  in  the  Old  Testament 
are  so  numerous  in  Support  of  this  Position,  that  it  » 
unnecessary  to  adduce  any  Examples  from  thence :  and 
in  the  New  Testament,  the  same  Appellation  is  also 
exclusirely  applied  to  Deity : — ^Thus  St.  Paul  tells  us^ 
«that,  ^'the  same  Lord  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upoh 
hitn.** — But  this  Appellation  is  given  to  Jesus  Chriiit 
by  the  Apostle  Thomas,  who  addressed  him  as  his  **  Lord 
and  his  God;" — and  by  St.  Paul  who  terms  him,  ^*  the 
'Lord  of  Glory  i"  and  by  the  Atigels  who  announced 
his  Advent  to  the  Shepherds,  under  this  very  Title,  **  lJnt6 
you  is  born  this  Day,  in  the  City  of  David,  a  Saviour^ 
which  is  Christ,  the  Lord.*^ 

The  Prophet  Isaiai  tellq.  us,  (vi.  1.)  that   V  be  saw 
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^^ Jehovah,  our  God,  is  One  Jehovah:'*--* 
And;  <'  Thou  vebose  Name  alone  is  Jehovah^ 
itrt  most  High  over  all  the  Earth  :"  —  and 
^*  Thou,  even  thou  art  Jehovah  alone.'* — Yet 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  called  Jehovah.  >— 
*^  Thus  saith  Jehovah^  the  King  of  Israel, 
and  hiH  Redeemer,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  I  am 
the  first,  and  I  am  the  last,  'and  beside  me 
there  is  no  God." — But  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
Redeemer^  (for  in  him  vire  have  *'  Redemption 


the  Lordf  sitting  upon  a  Throne ;— and  at  ver.  6,  thfit 
**  his  Eyes  had  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  J*  Mow, 
if  there  be  any  Phrase  in  the  Bible  to  distinguish  the 
frne  God,  it  is  this  of  the  "  Lord  of  Hosts  ;^^ — No  Arian 
\¥Titer  ever  disputed  it*  And  that  this  was  also  the  Pre- 
sence of  GoiiAe  Son,  is  pvident  from  John  xii.  41.  *'  These 
things  said  Esias^  when  he  saw  his  Glory,  and  spake  of 
him/'  Whence  it  is  evident  that  as  Christ  is  the  *^  Lord 
af  Hosts'^  of  the  Old  Testament,  be  is  Uiereby  proved, 
ipso  facto^  to  be  the  God  Almighty  of  the  New.-^  . 

'  In  Fact,  If  from  this  Text  we  are  justified  in  con* 
eluding  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  God ;  we  must  be 
equally  justified  in  concluding  froni  the  same  Text» 
that  God   is  not  the   Lord. 

*  Christ  then,  is  "the  Lord  of  Host*"  "himself;  aft* 
the  Arian  is  confuted  upon  his  own  Principles. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


no        Tlu  Mvinitg  ^  Christ  pr^iM 

throogb  ^9.  Blood  f)  and  the  Titles  ''  Flr#f 
and  Last  he  tal^es  to  himself  :-*-therefore  he 
16  Jehovahj  the  Lord  ^f  JBiosts^  —  Agaia^ 
^^\?km  Jehovah f  aad  beside  me  there  is  no 
Saviour  :'  —^^vXJ^va^  Chmt  is  repeatedly 
styled  the  Saviour  in  the  New  Testament. — » 
To  cite  only  one  Pasaage,  "  Grow  in  Grace^ 
and  in  the  Knpwledge  of  our  Lord  aad  Sa- 
mow  Jesus  Christ.'^  Therefore  Jesus  Christ 
IB  Jeh&oahgt 

This  constant  Uniformity  of  Style  between 
the  Grseh  of  the  New,  and  that  Translation 
6f  tfafe  Old  Testament,  (whieh  was  then  re- 
ceived,  and  of  great  Authority  among  the  Jews, 
and  of  still  greater  among  the  first  Christians,) 
18  an  Argument  that  carries  Weight  with  it, 
as  alone  sufficient  to  determine  the  Matter*-^ 
For, 

What  higher  Titles  than  these  can  be  given 
to  any  one  ? — Or,  can  they  be  given  by  the 
great  Inspirer  of  Mankind,  to  one  that  is 
iaiferior  to  the  God  of  Heaven  ?-r-for,  do  they 
not  imply  the  self-existent  Essence,  and  the* 
JSxercise  of  infinite  Perfections  : — **  All  the 
Fulness  Qf  the  Godliead,   dwelling   in  hiin 


Digitized 


by  Google 


'I?rmmhi$  ISHwi^  a^  TUksk,  St 

bodily  ?"  (*) — that  is,  the  whole  Divine  Natom 
resided  in  h\tnjn<^  SymboHcaJfyy  as  in  the  Ark, 
and  in  the  Temple }  but  Personally,  really^ 
and  essentially '-^The  most  full  Deity  dwells 
in  Christ  in  the  fullest  Sense.— Not  a  single 


(*)  TThiB  Passage  presents  aa  Asserlioa  of  this  fimda*^ 
mental  Article  of  Christianity^  as  distinct^aad  emphatic^ 
perhaps,  as  any  that  can  be  singled  out  froDft  the  Hos( 
of  scattered  Evidences  which  the  Scriptures  contain. — 
It  expresses  at  once  the  Divinity  and  Humanity,  n»y»- 
teriously  united  in  the  Person  of  our  Lord :  and  it  impliei^ 
that,  as  substantially  and  completely  as  he  assumed  our 
Corporeal  Nature,  he  possessed,  in  the  same,  the  Matuni 
of  Deity.  • 

By  the  Term,  ''  bodily^*  we  must  understand  personally  ; 
not  merely  in  the  Way  of  Efficacy  or  Assistance,  but  by 
ao  hypostatic  of  essential  Union ;  so  that  the  indw^Uing 
Wocd,  and  the  Mature  inhabited,  composiesOne  Person. — 
As  in  the  Hebrew,  the  Term  Soul;  so  in  the  Greek,  the 
Term  Bodif,  is  used  to  denote  a  Person, 

"  Bodily,^'  (i.  e.)  in  the  Body  of  Christ,  a^  opposed  to 
the  Jewish  Tabernacle  or  Temple ; — truly  and  really 9  in 
Opposition  to  Types  and  Figures ;  and  not  only  effectually, 
ais  6dd  Hwells  in  good  Men ;  but  sulsianiiaUy  or  person* 
ally,  by  the  strictest  Union,  as  the  Soul  dwells  in  tht 
Body  :  so  tb^  "  God  and  Man  is  One  Christ." 
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Attribute  can  exist  ia  God»  which  does  w>t 
equally  exist  in  Jesus  Chmti  otfaerwi^^  iti 
could  not  have  been  thus  absolutely  pro-. 
Iiounced^  that  in  Jesus  Christ  exists  ^' All  the. 
Fulness  o/theGQUHEAvJ'  . 

The  Word  rendered  "  Godhead,''  never 
signifies  the  Gifts  of  God,  or  the  Doctrine 
of  the  Gospelf  but  tlie  Divine  Natvre  only  ; 
nor  can  the  Revelation  of  God  be  said  to 
**  dwell  bodily f'*  or  essentially,  in  any  Person. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  Scriptures  speak 
Language  which  is  to  be  understood  in  its. 
usual  Sense^— the  only  Sense  in  which  it  can 
be  intelligible  to  those  to  whom  it  was  ad-, 
dressed,,  and  to  those  for  whom  it  was  writ- 
ten;— If  it  be  admitted  that  God  hath  chosen 
tl^e  most  proper  Terms,  in  which  to  com* 
municate  true  Ideas  of  himself  to  Mankind, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  Jesus  Christ  is  truly 
and  perfectly  God. 

If  the  Scriptures  do  not  declare,  in  the 
most  express,  and  in  the  strongest  Terms,, 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  God,  Language  cannot 
be  understood,  and  Words  have  no  Meaning. 

Nor    is   Jesus  Christ  styled   God    simply. 
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and  in  i^uch  a  Manner  zk  to  expiresi^  high 
Authority  and  Power ;  but  such  Epithets  and 
Adjuncts  are  added  to  that  Title,  as  plainly 
declare  him  to  be  God  in  the  highest  and 
fullest  Sense; — in  a  Word ^  to  be  God  in  the 
same  Sense  that  the  Father  is.  (♦) 

Thus  we  find  Christ  called  "the  true  Gotf, 
and  eternal  Life, — the  Great  God — the  Mighty 
God — the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour :" — and, 
**  over  all,  God,  blessed  for  ever/' 

The  Apostle  John  expressly  calls  hitn  th^ 
true  God — '*  We  are  in  him  that  is  true,  eveiji 
in  Jesus  Christ: — This  is  the  true  God  and 
eternal  Life :"  (i.  e.)  this  Jesus  Christ,  the  same 
who  was  the  eternal  Life ;  He  is  *^  the  true 
God  ;''  and  because  he  is  so,  He  is  the  "  eternal 
Life'*  likewise. 

By  St.  Paul,  the  Lprd  Jesus  is  expressly 
termed  the  great  God: — "  Looking  for  the 
blessed  Hope,  and  the  glorious  Appearance  of 
the  Great  God,  even  our  Saviour, " —  (or  of  our 


(*)  See  Note,  Vol  I,  Papfe  3«f6. 
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Griat  God  and  Sayiour,  as  in  the  Original,) 
^*  Jesus  Christ/' (♦)        ; 


•  (*>  A  IVriter,  deep  in  the  AriiUi  Scheme,  says,  ^  Maiiy 
understand  this  whole  Sentence  to  belohig  to  one  and  the 
flame  Person,  Christ ;  but  it  is  much  more  reasonable ,  and 
more  agreeable  to  the  whole  Tenor  of  Scripture,  to  un- 
derstand the  former  Part  of  the  Words  to  relate  to  the 
Father.'' 

As  to  the  **  whole  Tenor  tf  Scripture/*  it  is  a  weighty 
Phrase,  and  very  easily  made  Use  of  in  any  Casie,  good 
or  bad :  but,  for  the  Reasonableness  of  the  Thing  itself, 
let  any  unprejudiced  Person  consider  whether  the  Doc- 
trine of  the  Scripture  is  not  more  reasonable  under  the 
Orthodox  Application  of  these  Words,  than  under  that  of 
the  Arian,  7or,  to  allow,  as  this  Author  does,  'that 
Christ  is  6o(),  but  viorl*  the  Great  Gdd"  is  to  jxktike  two 
pods,  a  Greater^  and  a  Lesser :  which  is  no  very  rational 
Principle. — And  we  make  not  the  least  Doubt  but  this 
Author,  had  tie  been  dressing  up  a  System  of  natural 
Jteligion,  would  have  protested  against  a  Motion  so  ^b- 
)iurd  and  impious.  But  when  (he  Scripture  was  to  be 
dealt  with,  he  chose  it  as  the  lesser  of  two  Evils^  thp 
greater  of  which  was  the  Doctrine  be  had  subscribed  to*  - 

It  hath  beeip  said,  that  'Mf  the  Grannnatipal  Con- 
struction alone  be  considered,  Passages  may  be  am- 
biguous, and,  by  themselves,  afford  no  satisfactory 
Evidence.  They  want  Illustration ;  and  the  cardinal 
Question  is,   whence    is  this   Solution    to  "be   sought  ? 
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^^  2%e  Mightjf  Godr  is  an  Appellatiou  giv^n 
to4>urLord  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  >^  Unto  us 


"-mA  ultinaCely  from  Critics  and,  CommeDtatom,  not 
fcqm  Ver^98,  oor  yel  from  Greek  and  Latia  Fathers. 
— ^The  learned  Beza  may  be  confronted  with  the  no 
less  learned  Erasmus,  &c." — JVinstanley^s  Vindication^ 
p.  3,  4. 

To  exclude  such  Aids  from  oar  Service,  or  not  to 
mal^e  all  possijble  Use  oi  them,  is  to  narrow  the  Bai- 
sis  of  Criticism,  not  to  enlarge  it.  Why  should  not 
Chrysostom  and  Jerome  be  consulted  on  doubtful  Pas* 
s^Lges  of  Scripture,  with  the  same  Kind  of  Deference, 
as  Littleton  or  Coke  on  difficult  Points  of  Law? — But 
Beza  differs  from  Erasmus,  and  one  Version  from 
apot^pr.  So  does  one  great  Lawyer  from  another.  Yet 
the  well-known  uncertainty  of  the  Law,  and  even  the 
reversed  Judgmients  of  great  Lawyers,  do  not  supersede . 
the  use  of  Commentaries,  and  Digests,  and  Reports, 
and  the  yariQUs  other  Scholia  on  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
If  we  discard  all  Critics  and  Commentators ;  what  does 
this  Effort  of  Independent  Judgment  amount  to  ?  it  is,  in 
fact,  only  reducing  the  Number  of  Commentators  to  one. 
For  what  is  the  Person,  who  investigates  the  Meaning 
of  a  Passage  in  Spripture,  but  a  Commentator  on  Scrip- 
ture, who  uses  h|s  own  Judgment,  with  piore  or  les^ 
Ught  to  direct  him,  in  Proportion  to  the  Means  which 
he  employs  in  the  Illustration  of  his  Text? 

If  we  reject  the  Authority  of  Critics  and  Commenta-t 
tOFj^i  what  then  must  be  our  Resource?     Mr.  Winstan<: 

V,  II.  D 
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a  Child  id  born ;   nnto  us  a  Son  is  given  ;    atid 
bis  Name  shall  be  called  "Wonderfal,  Counsel- 


toy  recoikunends  that!  the  sa€red  Writers  should  be  0x^ 
plained  by  themselves  in  preference  to  Chrysostom  and 
Tfaeopbylact/    (p.  44.) 

Tliis  is  the  very  Ground  of  Mr.  Sharp's  Rules.  It , 
was  a  diligent  Comparison  of  Scripture  with  Scripture, 
and  of  a  prevailing  Idiom  with  a  prevailing  Doctrine, 
that  led  him  to  conclude  that  certain  Passages  of  the 
New  Testament;  which  concur  with  the  idiom/  and,  by 
the  direct  Construction  of  this  idiom,  exemplify  the 
Doctrine^  not  only  may  be  interpreted  as  Proofs  of  the 
Doctrine,  but  cannot  legitiniately  admit  any  other  Mean^- 
ing.  It  was  this  Preference  of  Scripture,  this  Simpli- 
city of  Critical  Principle,  that  led  him  to  ground  bis 
Interpretation  of  New  Testament  Doctrines  on  tfae^oie 
Authority  of  the  New  Testament,  without  referring,  ks 
Mr.  Winstainley  has  ddne,  to  the  Phraseology  of  Aris- 
totle, of  Thucydides,  of  Chrysostom  or  Thedphylact, 
or  even  to  the   Language  of  the  8e{<tuagiift 

I  will  now  state  in  a  few  Words  what  appear  to  me 
to  be  broad  and  solid  Principles  of  Criticism ;  and  ap- 
ply them  to  Tit.  ii.  13.  If  we  look  to  the  Text  alone, 
and  judge  of  the  Passage  by  our  Peirsuasions,  as  Church 
of  England  Men,  or  iirians,  or  Socinians,  we  may  se« 
verally  think  ourselves  Right  in  our  Interpretation  of 
the  Passage,  but  we  proceed  so  far  on  very  narrow 
Grounds.  If  we  go  one  Step  further^  and  compare  the 
Text  with  other  Passages  in  Scripture,  of  similar  Con-* 
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lar,  the  Mighty  Gody  the  everlasting  Father," 
(or,  "the  Father  of  ^Eternity,  or  of  the*  ever- 
lasting Age,')  the  Prince  of  Peace/' 

So  also.be  is  expressly  called  the  ".  onlytpise 
Gody  our  Saviour," — And,  ^*  God,  over  all. 
Blessed  for  ever."  The  original  Words  of  this 
Passage,  imply  the  Self-existent,  indepQodent 


structioo,  and  find  .our  Interpvetaiion  coincide  with  such 
Idiom,  yre  add  something  to  the  Probability  of  pur 
Conclusion.  If,  again,  we  take  into  ^the  Account  other 
Passages  which  prove  the  Divinity,  of  Christ  either  )>y 
literal  Testimony,  or,  circumstantially,  from  his  Pos- 
session of  the  incommunicable  Attributes  of  Deity,  we 
considerably  eiifarge  the  Basis  of  our  inquiry,  and  ren- 
der it  very  probable,  that  the.  Construction  of  the 
Passage,  which  declares  Jesus  Christ  to  be  our  great 
God  and  Saviour,  gives  the  right  Interpretation.  If  to 
these  Considerations .  we .  add,  not  only  the  Evidence 
of  more  than  fifty  Authorities  frpm  the  Greek  Fathers, 
which  all  concur   with  this  Interpretation    of  the   Pas- 

,  sage  drawn  from  such  Construction  (without  any  dis- 
sentient Voice),  but  the  unanimous  Testimony  of  the 
whole  Christian  Church  (with  a  single  Exception)  for 
twelye    Centuries,  we  raise   the  Probability    almost  to 

.an  absolute  Certainty,  that  such  must  be  the  Mean- 
ing of  ^the.  Passage.  If  to  their  express  Testimony  to 
the ,  Meaning  of  the  Passage,    we  add  the   more  com- 

.  I^rehensive  j  Evidence  arising  from  the  prevalent  Appli- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


28         '  The  Dmnity  of  Christ  proved 

Beingj^  ^ho  was,  and  is/aiid  is  to  come,  *^  oter 
all/'  supreme,  as  being  God  ;  and  consequently. 


(•)^«  I  have  observed  more  cation  (*)    not   only   of   the    Ex- 

(I  am  penaedecl)tlMn  arthou*  pression^    d    X^unotr   Kai   Qtosf    ^ 

•and  Instances  of  the  Form  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  j    ^^^  ^^,  ^^^^^ 

JXpccrroceeoc(Eph.v.5.)  ^^^  ^  j^^^^^  ^^^    ^^^^^   ^^^   ^^ 

soma  Handred 8  of  Instances      *      ^       ^  ^  ts 

*  ^  o  ixcXa^  Oeos  k€u  aiMynip,  to  one  Irer- 

vrr-*  .•  ^oN       J      »r  son— to  Jcsus   Chiist, —  m  the 

(Tit.  lu  13)»  and  not  fewer  ' 

than  seteral  Thouwinds  of  Writings  of  the  Greek  Fathers, 
lheForm<^8£oc«ai<rwrfjp  both  by  Allusion,  and  by  Adop- 
ts Pet*  u  1.),  while  in  no  tion  into  their  common  Forms  of 
single  Case  have  I  seen  Phraseology,  it  leaves.  1  think,  no 
(where  the  Sense  could  be  ^^^^  ^^  j^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  onirersal 
determined)  any  one  of  them  .  /•«•»• 
used,  but  onl^  of  one  Per-  AeceptaUon  of  the  Passage  m 
son."  Dr.Wordsworih's«x  that  ScBse,  which  is  required  by 
Letters,  p.  132.  the  Idiom  of  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment, must  be  the  right   Acceptation* 

It  may  readily  be  granted,  that  the  Doctrine  of  our 
Lord's  Divinity  was  received  and  directly  asserted  in  the 
very  Days  of  the  Apostles  ;  but  it  does  not  therefore 
follow  that  the  Texts  in  Question  were  not  among  the 
Grounds  on  which  it  rested. — On  the  contrary ;  if  the 
luterpretation^which  is  contended  for  be  right,  these  Texts 
must  have  formed  Part  of  the  Apostle's  Doctrine :  And 
the  Prevalence  of  the  Doctrine  in  the  first  Days  of  the 
Christian  Church,  is  a  strong  Argument  that  fhat  inter- 
pretation is  right— -For  no  Passage  could  have  bad  a 
more  immediate  Influence  in  establishing  the  Belief  of 
Christ's  Divinity  than  such  Texts  as  Titus  ii.  13.  The 
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**  Blessed  for  ever."  Is  this  Language  appli- 
cable to  a  Creatare? — No  Words  can  more 
clearly  express  Divine,  Supreme  Majesty,  and 
gracious  Sovereignty,  over  both  Jews  and  Gen^- 
tiles,  •*  Ovcra//." 

If  Christ  be  God,  he  must  possess  infinite 
Perfection:  for  there  are  no  Gradations,  or 
Degrees  of  Perfection  in  that  One  essential 
Nature,  nor  is  it  partially  communicated: 
—  He  must  therefore  be  supremely  Divine, 
truly  and  essentially  God.  —  If  it  be  not 
so,  there  seems  to  be  no  certainty  in  human 
Language,    nor  Possibility   of  a    Man's    ex- 


The  common  Version,  in  Effect,  differs  .rery  widely 
from  the  Greek  Text*  By  prefixing  the  possessive  Pro- 
noun io  tke  Second  NouUf  instead  of  subjoining  it,  as 
in  tlM  Original,  it  gires  a  new  Form  to  the  Expres- 
sion, and  with  it  an  Appearance  of  two  Persons^  which 
does  not  Exist  m  the  Original.  Bdt  in  the  Words 
the  great  God  and  Saviour  of  U8,  Jeim*  Chrnt^  whether 
the  subject  precede  its  predicates  or  follow  them, 
the  Arrangement  will  make  no  Difference  in  the  Sense, 
certainly  no  Meaning  will  be  conveyed  more,  than  is 
equivalent  to  the  Original.  The  Great  God  and  Saviour 
of  us  (or,  which  is  the  same,  our  great  God  and  Saviour), 
and  Tov  fuyoKgv  Oeou  kol  awnipos  ii/m^v,  cam  meaa  only 
one  Person  in.  Bsglish  or  in  Gxeek. 
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pressing  himself  so,   as  to  avoid  being   mis- 
understood. 

fiat  AiF/ther^^^ As  testis. Christ  is  God;  so 
he  is  "  God  over  alV^  The  Text  we  hare  cited 
is  full  to  the  Purpose  : — "  Of  whom,  as  con- 
cerning the  Flesh, -Christ  came:  who  is  over 
all,  God,  blessed  for  ever:" — Here  the  two 
Natures  of  Christ  are  expressly  mentioned, 
in  the  plainest  of  all  Terms,  which  the  mean- 
est Capacity  must  understand  ;  and  which 
the  ingenious  Caviller  can  never  overturn, 
Christ  only  is  here  mentioned,  and  to  apply 
it  to  any  other,  ia  offering  an  Insult  to  com- 
moa  Reason. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  Notice  here,  that 
the  most  remarkable  Declarations  of  the  Di- 
vine Majesty  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  usually  to  be 
found  in  the  Iniroductoty  P^.Tt8  of  the  several 
sacred  fiooks  in  which  they  occur ;  as  parti- 
cularly, in  the  first  Chapters  of  St.  John's  Gos- 
pel, of  his  first  Epistle,  and  of  hi^  Revelation  ; 
and  in  those  of  the  Epistles  to  the  Hebrews, 
and  to  the  Colossians :— The  sacred  Writers 
evidently  assumed  this  Doctrine^  as  the  Basis 
'  and  Fulcrum  of  their  wJbole  Evangelical  Su- 
perstructure:  And  he  that  can  ri^e  from  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


From  his  Names  and  Titles.  31 

Perusal  of  these  Chapters,  in  the  Sentiment 
that  Jesus  Christ,  though  pre-eminent  above 
his  Predecessors,  or  his  Disciples,  is  no  higher 
in  the  Scale  of  Beings,  than  a  human  Prophet 
or  Apostle,  can  be  satisfied  of  his  Deity,  by 
no  Argument  of  Man — by  no  Attestation  of 
God. 
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PART  VIIL 


ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  from 
Ids  Attributes  and  Perfections. 


Besides  the  positive  Texts  of  Scripture, 
in  direct  Terms,  asserting  the  Divinity  of 
Christ,  we  add,  that  this  Evidence  is  not 
confined  to  mere  Titles  and  Appellations: — 
The  Attributes  and  Perfections  essential  to 
Deity,  are,  in  the  strongest  Terms,  in  Scrip- 
ture, ascribed  to  Christ. — As  he  was  *<  God, 
over  all,"  so  every  Attribute  of  the  Deity  i^ 
ascribed  to  him. 

It  is  from  the  Character  of  God  himself,  his 

V.  II.  E 
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Nature  and  Perfections,  that  we  prove  hi» 
Being  and  Existence;  and  from  the  same 
Characters  also,  it  is,  in  Conformity  with  the 
Word  of  God,  that  we  prove  the  Divinity  and 
Co-existence  of  Christ,  in  the  same  essential 
Essence.  If  Eternity^  Omnipotence,  Inde- 
pendence, and  the  like,  are  the  Properties  of 
God ;  then,  in  whomsoever  these  Properties 
are  found,  must  be  God. — They  are  fopnd  in 
Christ,  and  are  all  of  them,  in  Scripture,  as- 
scribed  to  him ;  therefore,  with  the  Father,  he- 
must  be  God. 

This  is  an  Induction,  confirming  and  illus- 
trating the  Doctrine  before  us — The  Titles 
and  Attributes  of  Deity  itself^  are  ascribed 
to  Jesus  Christ.  —  And,  it  may  be  pre- 
mised here,  tl^at  each  of  these  Attributes, 
being  strictly  divine  and  incommunicable,  is 
separatively  implicative  and  demonstrative  of 
the  rest: — Where  any  One  exists,  there  \s 
Deity,  and  there  must  co-e^ist  all  its  consti- 
tuent Properties.  The  Argument  is  cumu- 
lative: The  Godhead  of  Christ  is  evinced  by  an 
Induction  of  the  several  Properties  ascribable 
eicclusively  to  Qod ;  b|it  of  which  any  Qne^  is 
sufficient  to  evince  the  Godhead  of  its  Propri- 
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^tdr,  as,  by  its  Nature,'  incoinmunkable  to  a 
c/eated  and  finite  Beiiig. 

Thus,  if  it  be  demonstrated  that  Omnipre* 
sence  or  Omnipotence  is  ascribed  to  Christ,  the 
Demonstration  involves  his  Eternity  and  Im- 
mutability ;  it  being  contrary  alike  to  Reason 
and  Religion  to  suppose  that  Omnipresence  or 
Omnipotence,  can  belong  to  any  other  Nature, 
than  that  of  Him,  "  Who  inhabiteth  Eternity  ;" 
and  who  ialone  can  say,  "  I  am  Jehovah:  I 
change  not," 

He  who  is  infinite  in  one  Perfection,  must  be 
infinite  in  all  Others.  Hence,  if  any  One  of 
these  Tests  of  Deity,  (either  in  Title  or  Attri- 
bute,) be  less  fully,  or  less  distinctly  applied 
to  Christ  in  the  Scriptures,  as  perhaps  more 
remote  and  mysterious  in  its  Nature,  than  the 
rest;  yet  its  Application  to  Christ  is  equally 
certain  with  that  of  those  other  Perfections  of 
God,  which  are  most  frequently  appropriated 
to  his  Son. 

. «  By  their  incommunicable  Nature,  they  can 
reside  in  that  Being  alone,  to  whom  they  es- 
sentially belong. — ^They  cannot  be  imparted  : — 
"  All  the  Fulness  of  the  Deity,"  cannot  reside 
in  any  CrecUure  of  God. — To  suppose  any  one 
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tt  Aese  Attributes  communicated,  is  to  snp^ 
pose  Infinitude  divided^  and  yet  entire:— T^ 
suppose  any  oneof  tbese  existent  in  a  Creature^ 
is  to  suppose  Deity  created  and  conferred ;  it 
IB  to  admit  the  most  enormous  Absurdity  with* 
in  the  whole  Sphere  of  Imagination. — Of  these 
Attributes  the  Basis  is  Deity  ;  or,  (to  vary  the 
Expression,)  These  are  the  ingredients  and 
Constituents  of  the  Divine  Nature,  which  make 
it  specifically  what  it  is  ;  and  which  (were  it 
possible  to  conceive  them  transferred)  would 
entitle  any  other  Object  to  that  m-communica- 
ble  Name» 

If  Jesus  Christ  possesses  any  of  tbese,  it  can 
be  only  by  his  Nature,  his  essential  Deity.  -^ 
Now,  if  we  institute  a  careful  and  faithful  In* 
quiry  into  the  Character  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  it 
is  exhibited  in  those  Heavenly  Documents^ 
which  alone  can  afford  us  any  Knowledge  of 
the  Subject ;  such  an  Inquiry  will,  doubtless^ 
conduct  us  to  the  Conclusion  and  Conviction, 
that  not  One,  but  all  of  tbese  unapproach- 
able and  stupendous  Qualities  of  absolute 
PerJFection  are  the  Scriptural  Properties  of 
Jesus  Christ. — As^ 

First— ^<er«%  ;  or  Pre- existence  before  all 
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Titne.—As  Jesus  Christ  ''  ^s .  God  ;'^  8io'  he 
*'  was  in  the  Beginning  with  God/'  (*) 

.  These  Words  are  set  down  here  before 
St.  John  comes  to  speak  of  Christ's  being 
made  in  oar  Nature.  This  Passagei  there- 
fore^ belongs  to  another  precedait  Being 
that  he   had. 

''  The  Beginning"^  also  is  here  said  to  de«- 
note,  that  it  was  before  Creation  of  Time ; — ^if 
so,  it  must  be  eternal,  (f) 


(*)  No  Being  could  exist  with  God,  ^  is  the  Beginaing,^ 
(i.  e.>  in  Eternity^  without  co-existing  with  him  in  Essence. 
The  eternal  Existence  of  the  Word^  infers  his  Co-existence 
with  God;  and  his  eternal  Co'existence  with  God,  in- 
fers his  Identity  of  Nature  with  God.  — ''The  Word 
was  with  God,  and  was  God." — To  imagine  for  a  Mo- 
ment that  in  these  two  consecutive  Propositions,  in  which 
extreme  Accuracy  and  Perspicuity  of  Terms  was  requi- 
site, the  Divine  Nature  could  be  introduced  in  ftoo  Senses^ 
infinitely  different  from  each  other,  the  one  implying  eter- 
nal Deityp  and  the  other  simple  Humanity  ;  is  to  imagine 
an  Impropriety  and  Ambiguity  in  the  Language  of  Inspi- 
ration, even  when  the  Divine  Nature  is  the  Subject,  afi 
would  not  be  admitted  or  excused  in  the  ordinary  Dis* 
Course  or  Composition  of  Man. 

(t)  It  is  customary  with  the  Sacred  Writers  as  well  asth* 
Profam,  to  expvefts  the  Prior  Eternity  of  Q6^,  by  'a  Re^ 
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la  Proof  of  which,  we  find  Nmnus^    ihe 


ibrtotce  to' the  Contmencemeat  of  Creation;  beyond  which, 
ii^Truthy  humaa  Ideas  cannot  ascend. 

Thus  the  P5a/mt5^,  labouring  to  utter  his  Conception, 
ban  only  say/*'  Before  the  Mountains  wete  brought  forth, 
or  ever  the  Foundation  of  the  Earth  was  laid,  from  fiver- 
lasting  to  Everlasting  Thou  art  God.'*  And  thus  Jehovah 
bimself,  condescending  to  our  finite  Apprehensions,  pro- 
claims bia  Eternity,  by  saying,^— '<  Before  the  Day  was,  I 
am  He  ;"  while  Jesus  Christ  similarly  refers  to  his  original 
Deity  :  **  Thou  lovedst  me  before  the  Foundation  of  the 
World/' — And  "  glorify  me  with  the  Glory,  which  I  had 
with  thee  befote  the  World  Was." 

*'  In  the  Beginning/'  (in  the  Language  of  some^  of  the 
most  able  Critics,  who  have  devoted  their  Time  and  Ta- 
lents to  the  Consideration  of  the  Sacred  Text,)  is  thus  ex- 
pressed ;  ''  Apx>7>  absolute  positum,  Tempus  Creationis  uiti- 
versce  significat  prout  illud  a  Mose  descriptumf  et  definitum 
rtperitur.  Joan:  i.  1. — ey  Apxv^  o,nte  mundum  conditum,^ 
— Schkusne1\ 

**  When  Apx'?*  hy  its  Position,  cannot  be  referred  to 
any  particular  Event,  it  signifies  positively,  the  Beginning 
of  all  Events." — Rennells's  Animadversions  on  the  Unitarian 
Version^  p.  60. 

**  There  seems  to  be  here  (remarks  Dr.  l^ye  Smith)  a 
designed  Conformity  of  Phraseology  with  the  first  Sen- 
tence in  the  Book  of  Genem.^— The  Apostle  writes, 
*  In  the  Beginning  was  the  Word,'  instead  oi  the*  mere 
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ancient  Paraphrast  of  St«  John*3  Gospel,  (by 


nataral  Order,  *  The  Word  was  in  the  Beginning.' — InaH 
other  Passages,  when  the  Expression  refers  -to  the  Com-' 
mencement  of  the  Gospel  Dispensation,  or  of  anyother 
Order  of  Things  ;  such  Signification  is  clearly  marked  b^ 
Circumstances  of  the  Connection. — But  there  is  nothing 
here  to  suggest  the  inferior  Application  : — On  the  contrary^ 
the  fair  and  obvious  Construction,  (especially  to  the  Evan- 
gelist and  his  Countrymen,  whose  Minds  were  familiar  with 
the  Mosaic  Language  just  referred  to)  leads  to  no  other 
Objects  than  the  Beginning  of  all  Time  and  Nature."' 
Book  iv.  p.  503. — The  Connexion  which  the  beginning 
of  St.  John's  Gospel  has  with  the  beginning  of  Genesis, 
is  noticed  by  Clemens  Alexandrinus  (p.  769,  ed.  Potter), 
and  Origen  (Op.  T.  IV.  p.  64),  and  probably  by  many 
Others  of  the  Fathers,  and  by  Grotius,  ad  loc.  who 
translates  ev  Apxnt  cum  primum  rerum  'universitas  capit 
crtaru 

If  any  Deference,  then,  is  due  to  these  Expositions 
of  the  Passage,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  "The 
Word  was  in  the  Beginning  ;''  (i.  e.)  before  the  Foun*- 
da tion  of  the  World. 

But  replies  ):he  Objector,  ''This  could  polberthe  Be- 
gining  of  Eternity,  because  Eternity  has  no  Beginning, 
It  could  not  be  the  Beginning  of  the  intellectual  Creation ; 
for  there  were  certain  Orders  of  Angelic  Being  at  that 
Time  in  Existence ;  sonie  of  whom  kept  not  their  first 
Estate ;  it  must  then  be  the  Beginning  of  the  material 
Cireation." — But,  what  are  w^  to   understand    by  these 
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Way  of  Explanation  of  iivbat  is  meant  by  bis 


JExpressioDs,  applied  to  God,  the  Father,  (Habb.  k  12.) 
"Art  thou  not  from  Everlasting,  O  Lord ?"— (literally 
from  the  jBegiVwiiii^)— Was  he  not  eternally  Lord,  eternally 
existent  ? 

**  Though  Eternity  (writes  Dr.  Owen)  hath  no  Begin- 
ning, and  the  Sense  of  these  Words  cannot  be,  in  the 
Beginning  of  Eternity,  (for  Eternity  hath  no  Beginning- 
Eternity  is  before  all  Things:)  Yet,  'in  the  Beginning/ 
may  be  the  Description  of  Eternity,  as  it  is  plainly  in 
Proverbs  viii.  23.— « From  Everlasting,'  and  «in  the 
Beginning  before  the  Earth  was,'  are  of  the  same  Import. 
— And  the  Scripture  saying,  that  *in  the  Beginning  the 
Word  was/  not  was  made  ;  doth  evidently  express  Eternityy 
as  it  doth  in  those  or  other  Phrases,  of,  *  before  the  World 
was/  or  '  before  the  Foundation  of  the  World,'  which 
more  than  once  it  insists  on." — Vindicice  Evangelfcce,  chap, 
viii.  208.     Edit.  1655. 

What  will  conjGrm  this  (if  possible)  more  strongly^  is 
that  all  Things  were  m^de  by  Christ,  which  must  imply 
his  Pre-existence ;  as  Things  could  not  be  without  a  Ma* 
ker,  —By  him  were  all  Things  created,  that  are  in  Hea- 
ven, and  that  are  in  the  Earth,  Tisible  and  invisible,  whe- 
ther  they  be  Thrones,  or  Dominions,  or  Principalities,  or 
Powers  ;  all  Things  were  created  by  him,  and  for  him." 
From  him  were  derived  the  visible  Splendor  of  the  Ce- 
lestial Luminaries,  the  Sun,  the  Moon,  and  the  Stars ; 
dven  all  the  Host  of  these  lower  Heavens: — And  from 
him,  the  yet  brighter  Glories  of  invisible  and  AngeUc  Be. 
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tieing,  '^  in  the  Beginning,")  adds,  that  he  if  ad 


JBgs,  who  dwell  and  reign  aboTs,  bf  whaterdr  Karnes  aiii 
fioDours  dutiaguished;  -whetber  Ihey  be  Thrones,  ef 
Dominions  or  Frmoipalilies,  or  Powers ;  all  the  Yarioua 
Orders  of  Beav<enly  Spirits,  which  maybe  disigaated  by 
sQch,  or  tLe  like  Titles,  the  tmpoii  of  ^hieh  is  not  ex- 
jtcUy  known  to  ns  Mortals ;  yet  these,  with  aH  othef 
Hiings,  in  the  Celestial,  as  weN  as  Terrestrial  Regions, 
were  ^^  created  by  him  and  for  him.**— They  are  all  the 
Pjoduetions  of  bis  Almighty  Power,  and'were  made^  that 
he  sMgbt  be  exalted  and  glorified  in  tbem. 

Fxom  the  preoediiif  Teztfl»  of  Scriptvre,  then*  it  is 
jplearly^emonstratbla,  that  Jeans  Christ  existed,  noi  Mly 
^  before  the  f  oun(ktioB  of  &e  World ;"  bat  that  erery 
Thing,  visible  and  invisible,  derived  its  Being  £rQitt  hivo^ 
»X  what  Time  soever  their  Existence  commenced. 

The  same  Aposlle  further  hiforms  ns,  tiiat  **  Se  wot 
^fore  all  Things"  (rpo  iravnav) — Now  he  that  was  hefbrc' 
ail  Things,  must  have  been-  before  Time  :  and  He,  who 
was  before  Tii|ie«  must  be  EttrnaL — Ho  Being  can  exist 
fbefore  himself,  if  the  Words,  ^  befm-e  all  Things''  have 
«ny  spejpific  Meaniog  at  all,  they  must  mean  ^'  before 
^1  created  Things  ;*'  in  #hich  Case  they  exclude  the 
P^erson  spokea  ot  from  being  himself  a  Creature. — 
If  he  were  ef  the  Number  of  created  Things  himself, 
ha  eo«ld  not  bo  ^^  before  all  Thhigs,^  f6r  the  very  Aea- 
son  eontjEiined  in  the  hidispn table  Propositionf  that  he 
€6ttM  not  esiList  ^ejhrt  iimse^.^Ot  no  Being,  but  an  on- 

V.  U.  f. 
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AKPONOS :  «•  without  Time  ;'*  (i.  e.)  "before  all :"' 


created  Being  caD  it»  with  strict  Propriety »  be  saiid  that' 
he  is  "  before  all  created  Things/^  "  But,  (obserTes  an 
original. and  powerful  Ueasoner)  it  is  of  little  Conse- 
quence n>herd  we  fix  the  Period  of  the  Beginning  ;  because 
the  Proposition  expresses  an  universal  Affirmatiye^ 
which  necessarily  includes  every  Beginning. — if  we  fix 
it  at  the  Creation  of  Man^  th^  Word  thtn  was.  — If  we 
fix  it  at  the  Commencement  of  Time,  this  Word  then  was  ; 
— ^if  we  carry  hack  our  Views  to  the  Commencement  of 
Angelic  Existence,  the  same  Conclusion  will  hold  good  • 
iot  in  every  Case t  'in  the  Beginning  was  the  Woid:' — 
But.thdt  which  existed  antecedently  to  the  Beginning, 
must  haye  been  without  a  Beginning:  and  that  which 
h  without  a  Beginning,  must  be  eternal;  and  that  Being 
who  is  eternal,  must  be  God/' 

^*  In  the  Beginning  was  the  Word,"  (i.  e.)  when  Things 
beg^an  to  be  made.  He  was  ;  not  then  beganHo  be ;  but 
then  already  was,  and  did  exist  before  all  Things  were 
made,  and  consequently  had  no  Beginning  of  his  Being: 
—for  so  the  Jews  used  to  describe  Eternity,  **  Before,  the. 
World  was;"  and  *<  Before  the  Foundation  of  the  World;" 
— as  also  in  several  Places  of  the  New-Testament.  So 
likewise  Solomon  describes  the  Eternity  of  Wisdom.— 
(Proy«  yiii.  22,  &c.)  And  so  Justin  Martyr  (explaining 
this  very  Expression  of  8t.  John)  says,  **  He  was,  and 
had  a  Beginning  before  all  Ages  ."—-Again,  speaking 
of  God's  appearing  to  Moses^  and  calling  himself'  1  am,' 
or  O  ON,  (as  it  is  in  the  Septuagint)  says,  Plato  borrowed 
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—And,  if  so,  then  He  was  from  all  Eternity. 


his  Notions  of  God  from  bence,  and  therefore  calls  him 
TO  ON,  that  which  is. — Upon  which  be  makes  this  Ob- 
servation (vis.)  that*'  both  the  Que,  and  the  Otker^  appears 
to  agree  to  God,  that  always  txkUd ;  for  he  is  the  only 
Eternal  Being/' — ^Now, 

TVe  know  that  all  the  Fathers,  and  particularly  Justia 
Martyr,  thought  the  Person  that  appeared  to  Moses,  to  be 
the  Son  of  God ;  and  therefore  it  is  plain  he.  believed  him 
Eternal; — And  indeed,  in  another  Place,  he  directly  calls 
him, — OtfTos  o  air  Apxn'f  He  Y^ho  was  from  the  Beginning 
-•and  OvTos  o  cue :  He  that  always  existed. 

Ignatius,  in  his  Epistle  ad  Magnes,  Chap.  8.  calls  him 
Aoyos  ai^ioc—the  Eternal  Word.  Athenagoras,  a  most 
ancient  Christian  Writer,  stiles  him,  **  Aytivirov,  He  that 
was  not  made. — For  God,  being  an  Eternal  Mind,  had  the 
Word  in  himself  from  the  Beginning,  (i.  e.)  from  all  Eter- 
nity, for  he  was  eternally  Rational :"— which  may  serve 
as  a  Comnicnt  upon  this  first  Verse  of  St.  John's  Gospel 
— <'  In  the  Beginning  was  the  Word,"  is  the  same  as 
from  the  Beginning  ;  and  therefore,  from  all  Eternity. 

-  Theophilus  (Bishop  of  Antioch)  says,  **  He  was  always 
implanted  in  the  Heart  of  God,  as  being  his  Counsellor 
before  any  Thing  was  made." — Hermas  says  much  the 
same,  (y\z.)  that  **  He  is  more  aociest  than  any  Creature, 
inasmuch  as  He  was  in  Council  with  his  Fxtber  at  the 
Creation  of  all  Things."  Irenseua 
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^^  His  Throne  was  from  Everlasting  ;  befsg: 
the  Ancient  of  I>ays»  and  the  first  begottei» 
of  every  Creature." 

^  He  hath  neither  Beginning  of  D^ys^  nor 
Eadof  Life."(*) 


Iresaeus  frequently  a«d  fully  asserto  bis  Eternity. — 
He  calls  bim  itt  on«  Place^  «*  The  Eternal  Word  of  Gad^'^ 
and  blamefi^  those  who  assign  him  a  Beginaiag.  He  ob- 
lerves  that^  '*^no  Per^ony  who  has  a  Superior,  can  be- 
justly  called  God ;  not  any  that  bath  been  created,-  or 
ever  began  to  exist.''  He  -hatfa  two  whole  Chapters  to- 
prove,  that  neither  the  Old -Testament  nor  New,  ever 
gave  the  Title  of  €rod,  abeolutely  and  definitively  to  any 
one  that  is  not  truly  God  r— In  another  plaee  he  speaks» 
ihus  ^  *^  XV e  have  shut  out  ail  Contradiction  of  those  who^ 
aay,.  *  If  therefore  Christ  was  born,  he  could  not  exist 
before :'  for  we  have  shown  that  the  Son.  of  God  did 
not  then  begin  to  be>  since  he  existed  always  with  Uie 
rather/' 

'^la*  the  Beginning  waai  the  Word."^ 

(•)  The  Production  of  the  Universe,  involves  tbo 
Self-Existence  of  him  to  whoaif  it  is  attributed. — He  only 
•an  impart  Existence  to  whom  Existence  is  essentiaU 
♦*  All  Things  were  mada  by  the  fVord^'  because  *<  in- 
ibm  Wosd  was  Life."" 

Tbus  Jehovah,  whose  Name  marks  his  Essential  Exist- 
ence, is  perpetually  oalledr  **  The  Living  God  ;"  or^  ^*  tb» 
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He  is  *'  Alpha  and  OmegBi,  the  Beginning 


God  of  life;'*  '<As  Hive,  saitb  Jehovfth."— And  the 
rsalm»t,  '*  with  Thee  »  the  Well  of  Life  :'^— And  tha» 
the  inspired  Author  speaks  of  Jesus  Christ : — **  In  bim 
was  JL(/e :''— Language  this,  intimating  with  sufficient 
Energy,  the  self -existent  Eternity  of  him  to  whom  it  is 
applied. 

Ob  whatever  Groimd  we  take  our  Stand,  **in  Him  wa$ 
Life^  is  an  Expression  which  conveys  an  Idea  that  will 
always  precede  it.  if  we  pause  on  the  Margin  of  Cre- 
ation, or  fix  oar  Thoughts  es  the  Commencement  of  the 
first  Moment,  the  Life  which  was  in  Him  must  be  allowed 
to  be  pre-existent— And  if  we  attempt  to  enter  the  vast 
Region  of  Eternity,  and  propose  the  Question  respecting 
bis  Existence  in  this  tfiNCompveheBsible  Duration,  the 
Answer,  *Mn  Him  was  life/'  will  slill  direct  us  througb 
antecedent  Centuries  of  Imagination,  in  which  we  may 
wander  for  ever,  without  the  Possibility  of  gaining  a  Com- 
mencement to  this  '*  Life^  which  was  in  him."^  See  the 
preceding  Note* 

The  Self-existence  of  the  Eternal  is  appropriated  by 
Jesus  Christ,  in  various  Passages,  where,  referring;  to  his 
Resurrection  from  the  Dead,  He  speaks  of  it  with  the 
vn-couDterfeited  Voice  of  God,  '*  I  am  the  Life.'*  "  t  am 
the  Resurrection,  and  the  Life,'^  "  1  have  power  to  lay 
down  my  Life,  and  1  have  Power  to  take  it  again." — 
**  Because  I  Uve>  ye  shall  liv^  also." 
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and  the  End ;  -the  First, and  the  Last,  (*) 
Mrhich  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come,  the 
Almighty." 

In  a  Passage  in  Isaiah  he  is  even  called 
**  the  everlasting  Father.'*  [t] 


(*)  No  Part  of  Holy  Writ  presents  a  more  mag-* 
nificient  Description  of  Jehovah  than  those  Chapters  of 
Isaiah,  in  which  Jehovah  is  at  once  the  Speaker  and 
the  Subject. — No  Standard  of  Deity  can  be  more 
exact  and  positive,  by  which  to  prove  the  Pretensions 
of  Jesus  Christ. — In  three  Passages  of  those  Chapters, 
Jehovah  proclaiids,  iu  the  •  Tone  of  unapproachable 
Majesty,**  1  am  the  First,   and  I  am  the  last.'^ 

la.  the  corresponding  Passages  of  the  Apocalypse, 
Jesus  Christ  assumes,  with  additional  Emphasis,  the 
same  Title,  '*  1  am  Alpha  and  Omega ;  the  Beginning 
and  the  Ending,  the  First  and  the  Last."— A  Description 
of  Eternal  Existence,  at  once  more  simple,  and  more 
complete,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive. 

(f)  Whatever  we  are  to  understand  by.  this  Ex- 
pression, it  is  certain,  that  the  proper  Title  of  Jesns 
Christ,  (considered  as  the  second  Person  in  the 
Trinity,)  is  that  of  the  Son  of  God ;  Son  in  a  tran- 
scendant  and  incomprehensible  Manner  \  One  in  Essence 
with  the-  Father ;  '*  Begotten,  not  made,  beiag  of  oue 
Substance  with  the  Father/'  We 
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^' He  was  before   all  Tbmgff  :" (♦)    ''With 


We  are  informed  by  St.  John,  that  **  the  Jews  sought 
the  more  to  kill  our  Saviour,  not  only  because  he' 
had  broken  the  Sabbath,  but  said  also,  that' God  was 
his.  Father,  thereby  making  himself  equal  with  God." — 
It  is  worth  obserring  that  this  Translation  by  no  means 
does  Justice  to  the  Original ;  or  any  like  so  forcibly 
imports  the  Equality  in  Question. — Uarepa  iSwy  eKsXe, 
Tov  Qtov.  He  called  God  his  hit  own  father, — bis 
Father  in  a  peculiar  Sense,  in  a  Sense  necessarily 
implying  the  same  Nature  in  Both.     See  Note  v.  i.  p  366. 

No  one,  then,  can  hesitate  to  ascribe  the  Appellation 
of  **•  Everlasting  Father,^  or  Father  of  Eternity  to  Him, 
who  was  *^\n  the  Beginning  with  God/' — to  Him 
"  without  whom  nothing  was  made,  that  was  made  ;" 
—  who  is  *^  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and 
the  Ending"—''  the  First  and  the  Last"— '' the  same 
yesterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever:" — "  God,  over  alf 
Blessed  for  ever." 

(*)  He  who  is ''before  all  Things,"  is  before  Tme.^ 
At  whatever  Period  we  hypothetically  place  the  ^rst 
Exhibition  of  God's  creative  Power:  if  we  remove 
it  innumerable  Ages  beyond  the  Mosaic  Dates  of  these 
Heavens,  and  this  Earth ;  there  must  always  be  admitted- 
a  prior,  and  still  interminably  prior  Duration,  in  which 
God  alone  existed — "  Thou  art  from  Everlasting." 

But,  then  Christ  also  existed : — He  is  declared  pre- 
existent  to  the  whole  created  Universe.  "  He  is  before 
alhThings,"  except  himself,  except  eternal  Deity.      That 
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God  frotft  the  Beginning,  (i.  e.)  from  Eternify ; 
**  in  the  Bosom  of  the  Father*'' — *'  His  goings 
forth  were  fronji  Everlasting  ;•'  or  (a&  the  Mar- 
ginal Reading  renders  it)  ''the  Days  of 
Etermiijf:' 

No  Limitation  of  Time  is  here  adverted 
to ;  but  Eternity  is  the  expressive  Word  made 
nse  of  to  denote  his  going  forth,  as  quite  dis- 
tinct from  his  coming  in  the  Flesh  ;  And  He» 
who,  in  Existence^  embraces  Eternity,  mast 
himself  be  eternal.  —  If  these  express  Texts 
do  not  prove  Christ's  eternal  Existence  and 
Godhead,  no  Expressions  used  among  Men 
can  do  it« 

St.  John  evidently  measures  bis  Existence 
by  that  of  the  Father  in  Duration,  when  he 
affirms,  that  '*  He  was  in  the  Beginning  with 
God ;    and  was  that  Eternal  Life  which  was 


That,  by  ''  all  Things,^  we  must  uaderstand  here  (as  in 
Mm  i»  d.)  the  I^ysical  TTuity,  is  so  manifest  from  the 
illlistrative  E^cpressions,  ^*  io  Heaven  and  in  Earth,  vi-* 
nQile  and  invisible.  Principalities,  and  Powers/'^(or  An- 
ji;iBliq  Bings)  that.wa  muat  atand  amazed  nt  Ihe  ^nafluval 
Attempt  ta  coitf  ne  siiab  X^n|^u«||ci  Io  tbe.  Compel  Dispell 
•atipii. 
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with  the  Father  i'  nay^  that  the  ''  Son  of  God» 
Jesus  Christ,  is  the  true  God,  and  Eternal  Life."' 

When  Si.  Paul  contrasts  the  Perpetuity  of 
his  Existence,  with  the  perishable  Nature  of 
every  created  Thing,  he  clearly  infers  his  Eter- 
nity :  ''  They  shall  perish,  (says  he)  but  thou 
remainest ;  and  tbey  all  shall  wax  old  as  a 
Garment,  and  be  changed  ;  but  Thou  art  the 
same,  and  thy  Years  fail  not" — ^This  is,  in  fact, 
the  Psalmist's  Description  of  the  Eternal  God, 
as  an  unchangeable  Being  ;  and  by  the  Apos- 
tle s  Application  of  it  to  that  Son,  who  is 
*'  the  Brightness  of  his  Glory,  and  the  express 
Image  of  his  Person  ;"  to  him,  of  Course,  we 
transfer  the  Divine  Attribute  oi  Eternity. 

Similar  to  this  is  the  Inference  we  are  left 
at  Liberty  to  draw  from  another  Expression 
of  the  same  Apostle,  where  he  speaks  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  "  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever;"  Where,  to  make  the  Notion  of  his 
Eternity  as  strong  as  possible,  his  Existence 
is  expressed  as  including  all  Time,  **past, 
present,  aad  to  come ;  —  Yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever." 


V.  II, 
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PART  IX. 

ON  TH£  SAME  SUBJECT. 


Tke  Dinimitf    of  Christ  proved  from   kU 

Omniscienee,  Omnipresence,  Omnipotence^ 

and  JmmuiabiUty. 


.  iN^NS  bat  Godr  who  created  the  Human 
J^qarty  CEi|i  discern  all  the  Thoughts  and  Ib« 
tfifiiiomiOi  it. — Wbea  the  wisest  of  Men  ad- 
dressed Jehovah,  in  that  sublime  Prayer  which 
accompanied  the  Dedication  of  the  Temple, 
He  alledged  bis  Omniscience,  as  the  Ground 
of  Adoration  :—  Hear  Thou  in  Heaven^  thy 
Dwelling' Place;  for  Thou,  even  Thou  onfy 
Jknowest  the  Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Men.*' 

This,  Jehovah  claims  as  his  Prerogativf*. — 
This  Truth  is  established  for  ever,  and  posi* 
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tively  declared  by  Jehovah  himself :  —And  yet 
Christ  most  emphatically  says,  '^1  am  he  thai 
searcheth  the  Reins  and  Hearts.'^  {*) 

Did  any  Holy  Creature  ever  use  such  Lan- 
guage ?  or  could  the  Holy  Jesus,  if  he  had 
not  been  One  with  the  Father  ? 

The  Disciples  repeatedly  observe,  that  "  He 
knew  the  Thoughts  of  Men ;  directing  his 
Answers,  not  according  to  their  Words,  but 
to  what  "  they  said  within  themselves  :"  con- 
fbi^mably  with  that  conspicuous  Prediction  con- 
cerning him,  that  *^  he  should  possess  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lord,  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom,  Under- 
standing, Counsel,  and  Knowledge ;"  enabling 
him  to  judge,  ^*  not  after  the  Sight  of  his  Eyes; 
and  Reprove'  not  after  the  Hearing  of  his 
Ears  ;" — but  with  that  "righteous  Ju^ment 
and  Equity,"  which  corresponds  with  the 
secret  Reality  of  Things. 

The  Apostle  John  expressly  says,  that  He 
knew  all  Men,  and  needed  not  that  any  should 


(*)  This,  of  itself,  implies,  that  there  is  One  only  .who 
•earcheth  the  Hearts  of  Men;  and,  that  Christ  is  He, 
Eyta  ufju,  o  epevvwv, — There  is  eptvviavp  **  One  that  search- 
eth :''— but  Eyw  «/ui,  *^  I  am  He.'* 
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teslify^  .of  Man ;  for  helhimtelf.knew  what\  was 
in  Man.'*  (♦)— If  it  >  be>  possible  for  any,  M^ 
to  .jdoubt  .whether,  this  be  an. undeniable  As- 
cription of  Omnimence  to  our.  Savfonr;  yet 
Pe<er  certainly  appealed  to,  that .  Divine,  Attri-- 
bute  . without ^  any  Reserve^  when  he. said, 
''  Lord,  thou  knowest  ail  Things :  Thou  know- 
est  that  I  love  thee." 

The  Power  of  searching  into  Men's  Hearts, 
and  becoming  acquainted  with  their  most  dark 
and  secret  Resolves,  the  yery. Moment  they 
conceived. them,  was  never  communicated  even 
to  the  Apostles  themselves. 

Ujpbn  Judas'  Resolve  to  betray  him,  **  Jesus 
said;  what  thou  doest,  do  quickly.  Now,  no 
Man  knew  for  what  Intent  Jesus  spake  this 
unto  him :  But  Jesus  knew  who  would  betray 
him.!'  ^ 

This  we  no  where  find  to  be  exercised  by  any 
Mtm,  either  Prophet  or  Apostle,  and  therefore 
appears  to  be  not  only  an  Attribute,  (as  uni- 
versally acknowledged)  but  an  incommunica- 
ble Attribute  of   Divinity.      The  Samantan 


(*)  Compare  this  with  Matt.  ix.  4.— xii.  25.    Luke  v.  22. 
— vi,  8,— ix.  47.— xi,  17.  ' 
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Woman^  penetrated  with  a  kindred  CcmvicCioil 
of  Omniscient  Deity,  as  displayed  in  CliHst» 
hasted  in  a  Rapture  of  Admiration,  to  summon 
tier  Neighbours  «'  to  behold  a  Man  that  bad 
told  her  all  Tilings  that  sb«  had  ever  done/' 
addmg  that  unparratleled  Inference,  ^*  Isimi 
this  the  Christ  r  ■    ^  • 

When  our  Saviour,  ready  to  depart,  had 
littered  that  unambiguous  Declaration  of  his 
Divinity,  "I  came  forth  from  the  Father, — 
again,  I  leave  the  World  and  go  to  the  Father," 
his  Disciples  unanimously  expressed  the  appro-' 
priate  Reflection,  <*  Lo,  now  speakest  thoii 
plainly ;  now  we  are  sure  that  thovt  knowest 
all  Things  y  by  this  we  believe  that  thou  cames( 
forth  from  God."— Indeed, 

Christ  knows  not  only  the  Hearts  of  M eb, 
and  all  Things,  both  of  Nature  and  drace; 
but  also  Jll  that:  God  is.  ^*  As  tb^  Father 
knoweth  me^  even  so  know  I  the  Father ;"  for 
"  in  him  were  hid  all  the  Treasures  both  of 
Wisdom  and  Knowledge." 

As  Omniscient^  he  i^  stiled  etnphaticaDy 
'Uhe  Word;'  or  the  *•  Wisdom  ofGod/Vthe 
Central  Focus  (as  it  were)  in  which  all  the 
Beams  of  the  Divine  Intelligence  meet,  and 
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ari(  mipgied:  The  J^ulg^iiqe  ffi  ^\i\mwm\^ 
fold  Wisdom  of  God/' 

'  Ad  the  Omniscient  alone  can  know  the  In- 
ieomprehensible,  we  Btre  not  to  be  surprised 
to  hear'  from  his  owti  Lips,  that  ^*  no  Being 
khoweth  the  Son,  '  but  the  Father  r  nor  the 
Father,  but  the  Son,  and  be  to  whom  the  Son 
will  reveal  him." 

Deity  alone  6an  penetrate  and'  unbosom 
Deity — The  infinite  InteHigence  alone  can 
grasp  the  infinite  Nature.  As  Christ  possesses 
**  all  the  Fulness  of  the  Godhead,"  he  possesses 
dso  the  absolute  Knowledge  of  God:  the 
Omniscient  Consciousness  of  his  own  unsearch- 
able Nature.  On  any  other  Supposition,  the 
Less  would  have  been  declared  to  comprehend 
the  Greater — The  Finite  to  contain  Infinity. 

But,  in  Evidence  of  this  incommunicable 
Perfection  of  Omniscience,  residing  in  the  Son 
of  God,  it  would  be  singly  sufficient  to  alledge 
his  asserted  Office,  as  the  Judge  of  the  World. 
— "  We  must  all  appear  before  the  Judgment 
Seat  of  Christ." — Who  hath  himself  ^iven  ns 
a  vivid  Portraiture  of  his  own  Part  and  Pre- 
eminence on  that  Occasion.  Jesus  Christ  will 
then  demonstrate  to  the  cited  UnlversCi  thai 
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to  him/ as  Almighty  God,  ''all  Heiirts  are 
open,  and  all  desires  known,  and  from  him  no 
Sec];et8  are  hid  ;*'  that  ''  all  Things  are  naked 
and  open  in  his  Sight/'  Every  Line,  every 
Letter,  and  lota  of  the  Life  and  Mind  of  Ma^, 
the  Secrecies  of  Thought,  and  the  Complica- 
tions of  Motive,  by  which  we  act. 

It  is  Christ,  who,  as  God,  ''  will  both  bring 
to  Light  the  hidden  Things  of  Darkness,  and 
make  manifest  the  Counsels  of  the  Hearth' 
By  a  Knowledge,  at  once  the  most  minute  and 
comprehensive,  he  will  balance  and  discrimi* 
nate».  to  an  Atom,  all  the  mysterious  Aggra- 
vations and  Palliations  of  Guilt,  all  the  most 
subtle  Enhancements  and  Diminutions  of  Vir- 
tue, which  have  existed  in  every  varied  Cha- 
racter. 

A  Specimen  of  this  his  Attribute,  so  appal- 
fing,  or  so  consolatory,  is  presented  by  him- 
self in  those  profoundly  characteristic  Epis- 
tles, (*)  which  his  Spirit  addresses   to  those 


(*)  It  is  renaarkable,  f bat  in  each  of  the  seyeo  solemn 
Charges,  the  Divine  Speaker  explicitly  reiterates  the  Doc- 
trine of  his  divine  Nature  and  Attributes  ;  and  Eternity, 
Omnipresence,  Omniscience,  Omnipotence,  Immutability, 
Supremacy,    infinite  and    communicative  Holiness  and 
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Seven  emblematic  Diversities  of  the  Christian 
Church  ;  (Rev.  ii,  and  iii.)  since  every  Epistle 
opens  with  the  solemn  Asseveration,  ^*  I  know 
thy  Works"  and  closes  with  the  solemn  Ad- 
monition, ^'^  He  that  hath  Ears  toiiear/let  hira 
tear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  Churches  !" 
each  rendered  tnore  solemn,  by  its  Seven- fold 
Reiteration. 

If  we  reflect,  Tiow  difficult  and  vast  is  the 
Work  of  analyzing  and  compreTiending  a  sin- 
gle  human  Wind ;  (who  can  know  tiT)  And 
then  extend  the  Rqflectioa  to  the  Minds  and 
Hearts  of  countless  Myriads^  perused  **  as  the 
Heart  of  one  Man,"  we  sTiaU'be  alile,  in  some 
-  Degree,  to  recognise  and  adore  the  Omniscience 
of  the  Deity^  as  dwelling  in  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  apd  authorising  him  to  say^  in  the  specific 
Terniis  of  Jehovah,  "i  search  the  Heart:  1 
try  the  Reins,  to  give  to  everj  Man  according 
to  his  Works." 


Oobdaess,  are  successively  aunounced  as  his  own,  m 
Declarations .  equally  seatentious  and  authoritatiye.7— 
Almost  every  Line  speaks  the  Deity  of  the  Speaker  ;  and 
he  who  can  rise  frdm  the  reflective  Perusial,  -to  ideny  fAa^ 
.ifteity^  swst  appear  Pro^f  against  the  Power  k)fW0rd«j, 
4tnd  the  Authority  of  Inspirati<«. 
V.  II,  H 
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Thirdly,  Omu^esenee.-^To  Him,  that  wb» 
Ihsie  Appeal  of  the  Psa)mist,  is,  ivith  scriptural 
Exactness,  applicable.—"  Whither  shall  I  go 
froQi  thy  Spirit^  ^id  whither  shall  J  flee  fron^ 
thy  Presenoe?  If  I  remain  in  the  uttermos|^ 
Parts  of  the  Sea  ;  even  there^  (according  to 
thine  own  Promise)  thy  Hand  shall  hol4 
me. 

Who.  but  the  Eternal  God,  can  be  every 
where  at  once?  He  asks  this  Question,  (and 
the  stronger  for  being  so  asked,)  "Can  any 
hide  himself  in  secret  Places,  that  1  cannot 
see  him?— Do  not  1  fill  Heaven  and  Barth?'^ 
The  like  is  said  of  Christ  :-t-**  He,  with  the  Fa- 
ther, fiUeth  all  in  all."— **No  Man  hath 
ascended  up  to  Heaven,  but  he  that  came 
down  from  Heaven,  Even  the  Son  of  Man, 
which  is  in  Heaven/'  (*) — "  He  fiUeth  all  in 
all/V  «  He  ^pholdeth  ^11  Things  by  the  Word 
of  his  Power."    Now, 

His  acting  thus,' in  the  Preservation  of  dll 
Tbing^s  which  exist,  necessarily  infers  his  being 


^)  TbU  is  a  very  e^cpress  Declaration  of  hi»  6odb6ad« 
tjbn  Vbjqoifty  of  whichiras  by  Ho  ileaas'  afieeted  by  iUi 
IJilipn  with  the  Son  of  Maii^ 
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jfresent  in  all  those  Places,  in  all  Ptoiiito-  of 
Doration,  and  in  every  Part  of  Space  where 
he  exerte  his  preserving  and  upholding  Power; 
for,  to  act  in  a  Place,  necessarily  supposes 
Presence  in  that  Place  :  And,  it  is  a  Contrar 
diction  in  the  Nature  of  Things^  to  say,  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  upholds  all  Things.; 
and,  at  the  same  Time,  to  affirm  that  he 
IS  not  present  with  them;  for  wherever  he 
exerts  his  preserving  Power,  he  must  neces- 
sarily be. 

But  not  to  insiist  upon '  this  Point,  whiich 
is  deduced  by  just  and  necessary  Conse-' 
quence,  we  have  roost  direct  Proof  of  the  In- 
firnity  and  Omnipresence  of  Christ  in  his 
own  real  Act  and  Expression,,  as  recorded 
by  St.  John,  (i.  45,  &c.)— *'  Philip  findeth 
Nathaniel,  and  sailh  unto  him,  we  have  found 
him^  of  whom  Moses  in  the  Law^  and  the 
Prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the 
Son  of  Joseph. 

^<  And  Nathaniel  said  unto  him,  *  can  thaw 
any  good  Thing  come  out  of  Nazareth !'— - 
Philip  saith  uuto  him,  ^corne  and  see/ — 
Jesus  saw  Nathaniel  coming  to'  him,  and 
vaitfa  of  him,  ^Bfhold  an    IsrMlite  indeed, 
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in.  whom*  is  no  .Guile/— ^Nathaniel  saitb  untcF 
bim** '  inrhenee  kiK)west  tbou  me  V  —  Jesu^ 
answered  and  said  unto  him,  'Before  that 
Philip  called  thee,  when  thoiv  wast  under  the 
Fig-Tree,  1  saw  thee.-" 

Here  is  '  Evfdence,  fncontrbverfibre,  of 
Christ^s  Omnipresence ;  overcomfng  even  the 
Obstinacy  of  Jewish  Prejudice,  ('*  can  any 
good  Thing  come  out  of  Nazareth,*")  and  can 
we,  from  such  Ecclaircissement,  do  otherwise, 
than,  with  Nathaniel  exclaim,  in  the  most 
convinced  Ardour  of  our  •  Hearts,  addressing 
Christ  in  the  like  Words,  *•  Tbou  art  the 
Son  of  God :. ,  Tbou  art  Uie  King  of  Israel." 

Moreover,  we  have  the  express  Dedara- 
tions  of  the  Redeemer  himself  in  this  Case. 

' ^  Where  (says  he)  fic?o  or  three  are  gathered 
together,  tbere  am  I  in  the  Midst  of  them/^*^) 


(*)  Before  sixty  Years  of  the  Christian  ^ra  had  passed 
away.  Si*  Paul  speaka  of  Saints^  not  only  at  Corialfh,  but 
'*  inerery  Place^  calling  upon  the  Name  of  Jesus  Christ 
•ur  Lord." — This  showed  their  Belief  of  his  being  ever}^ 
where,  agreeably  to  his  own  recorded  Promise. 

,    Similar  tothis  waa^  tiie  sabseqnent  Faithjand  PiACtic^ 
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Mrbich  Expression  is  of  the  same  Import  with 
the  Assurance  given  4o  Moses  by  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel*  "  In  all  Places  where  I  record 
my  Name,  I  will  come  unto  thee,  and  1  will 
bless  thee."    . 

Thiese  two  Promises  arc  precisely  the  same* 
They  are  both  equally  clear  Declarations  of 
Omnipresence..  No  Being  could  make  either 
the  one  or  the  other,  but  a  Being  who  was  pre* 
sent  in  all  Places,  and  who  knew  all  Things. 

A  remarkable  Passage  occurs  in  the  Con-' 
Tersation  of  our  Lord  with  Nicodemus ; 
where  (according  to  the  Opinion  of  the  most 
eminent  Expositors)  bis  Immensity,  as  God, 
is  combined  with  his  Limitation,  as  Man; 
and  Ubiquity  and  Locality  are  represented  as 
mysteriously  meeting  in  the  Person  of  the 
Speaker.  "No  Man  hath  ascended  into  Hea- 
ven, but  he  that  came  down  from  Heaven,  even 
the  Son  of  Man  who  is  in  Heaven." 


of  the  Christian  Church,  which  a  Writer  of  the  third  Cen- 
tury (Novation)  thus  defends. — **  If  Christ  be  only  a  Man, 
how  can  he  be  present  wherever  he  is  invoked  ?  seeing  it 
doth  not  belong  to  the  Nature  of  Man,  but  to  the  Nature 
of  God^,  to  be  present  every  where." 
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He,  wbose  lips  never  kne^  Gafle,  here  de- 
clarea  himself  to  have  been  in  Heaven,  at  the 
Moment  while  he  was  conversing*  with  Nico- 
demus  in  the  midnight  Chamber. 

The  Church,  in  Accordance  with  this  Doc- 
trine, is  called  "the  Body  of  Christ,"  "the 
Fulness  of  him,  who  fiUeth  all  in  all." 

"  All  in  air  is  the  unparticipated  and  in- 
alienable Character  of  God,  (I  Cor.  xv.  23.) 
but  is  .equally  the  Distinctive  Attribute  of 
Jesus  Christ  (£ph.  iv.  10.  CoL  iii.  11.)  a  more 
emphatic  Expression  of  Omnipresence  cannot 
be  conceived.  It  is  the  Pythagorean^  "  Jovi$ 
omnia  plena,''  christianized. 

Further,  The  Omnipresence  of  Christ  ia 
plain  from  his  consolatory  Promise  to  his 
Apostles, — "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even 
unto  the  End  of  the  World  :"  (i.  e.  )  Go 
where  you  may ;  disperse  yourselres,  as  my 
Missionaries,  over  all  the  Earth;  and  let 
your  Successors,  in  every  future  Genera-, 
tion,  do  the  same :  yet,  "  fiehofd  I  am 
with  you  always,  even  unto  the  End  oi^ 
the  World."  (♦) 

■■■ .  ..■..  > ■  ..■ "J     I  " 

(•)  VThctber  this  be   translated,— •*  the  End  of   ili«» 
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To  interpret  this^  of  the  End  qf  the  Agg^ 
or  the  End  of  Xkxe  Jewish  Disj^ensaiion^  at 
the  Destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Temple, 
is  to  sweep  away  all  that  animating  Encou- 
ragement which  the  Servants  of  Christ  have 
since  been  accustomed  to  derive  from  thto 
Promise ;  and  to  adopt  an  interpretation! 
which,  aAer  all,  is  insufficient  for  their 
Purpose. 

For  the  Presence  of  Jesus  Christ  upon 
the  Earth,  in  his  human  Nature,  after  he 
was  taken  up  from  his  Apostles  into  Heaven, 
was  just  as  impossible  for  a  Day,  as  fot 
an  Age ;  and  for  an  Age,  as  for  the  whole 
Duration  of  Time.  H#  di4  not  remain  on 
Earth  till  '^  the  End  of  the  Age ;"  and  he 
who  could  be  with  his  Apostles,  by  tho 
Care  of  his  superintending  Providence,  the 
Supports  of  his  Spirit,  the  hiiraculons  Opera^ 
tions  of  his  Power,  and  the  efficacious  Influ- 

Woild,"  or  <^  the  End  of  the  Jewish  Age,"  makes  no 
Difference  as  to  the  Proof  of  Christ^s  Omnipresence, 
for  if  Christ  w^  every  where  present^  at  all  Times  jrith 
all  his  Disciples  dispersed  through  different  Parts  of 
the  World  during  that  Age,  He  must  be  Omnipresent  ia 
all  Ages. — There  can  be  no  Intefmission  of  an  Infini|^ 
4i^ribirte,  •  ?    . 
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ences  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  during  their  Lives, 
miay  foe  with  his  faithful  Servants  still,  and 
continue  with  them  to  the  End. 

Fourthly,  Omnipotence* — It  will  be  easy 
to  see  that  our  Saviour  Christ  is  Omnipotent, 
if  we  search  the  Scriptures,  and  believe  the 
Jlecord  which  God  hath  given  us.of  his,  Son; 
his  own  Declaration  and  Acts  conformable 
toit. 

When  Jesus,  in  the  Apocaliptic  Vision^ 
jspeaks  to  his  Servant  JbAn,  he  appropriates  to 
himself  Titles  which  belong  only  to  Deity. 
'^  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and 
the  Ending,  saith  the  Lord  :  which  is,  and 
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  ^/- 
mightyr 

Here  is  an  express  Assumption  o{  Eternity, 
in  Corroberation  of  the  Point  in  Hand ;  and 
such  only  as  had  been  applied  to  ttie  supreme 
Being  ;  But  the  closing  Word  is  to  our  pre- 
sent Purpose  •*  the  Almighty?' 

This  is  an  express  Designation  of  the  Term 
to  Jesus  Christ ;  which  we  infer  from  his 
being  the  Speaker  here,  and  from  the  Dis- 
tinction in  the  former  Verse,  of  his .  iiaving  ^ 
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been  ** pierced*'^-^ And  an  Application  so  un. 
equivocal  of  the  Term  *^  Almighty ^'^  in  a  deci- 
sive Coafirmatioa  of  it 

He  is  the  *' mighty  God''  "All  Power 
both  in  Heaven  and  Earth  was  given  nnto 
him."  (♦)—'*  He  spake  the  Word  (like  God  in 
the  Beginning,)  and  it  was  done ;"  for  "  all 
Things. were  obedient  unto  h\m,''—^\Peac€f 
be  stilly''  and  "there  was  a  great  Calm," — 
"-Young  Man,  I  say  unto  thee  Arise  ;  and  he 
that  was  dead,  sat  up/' 


(*)  If  it  be  demanded  how  Omnipotence,  an  inoommu- 
nicable  Attribute,  could  be  communicated  ?  It  is  replied, 
that  an  Attribute  incommunicable  alike  to  abisolute  Deity, 
and  to  simple  Humanity,  could  be  communicatedto.Jestts 
Christ,  in  his  Mediatorial  Person,  as  combinjog  the  Ple- 
nitude of  Deity  with  the  Recipiency  of  Human  Nature. — 
as  Godalone^  or  as  Man  alone y  he  must  have  been  equally, 
though  from  opposite  Causes,  incapable  of  receiving 
*'  all  Power  }n  Heaven  and  Earth/' 

In  aiiswjer,  therefor<&,  i^  the  Objection,  that  the  Power 
exercised  by  our  Saviour,  was  delegated,  and  ^derived 
from  the  Father,  it  will  be  isufficient  to  observe,,  that  as- a 
Mediator,  he  acted  under  a  Ck)mmission;.  And,  bearing 
this  in  Mind,  we.  have  a  ready  ,S(^|ation,  Xvhenever  ai|y 
Expression  should  occur,  th^t  inight  sectm  to  impeach  his 
Pivinity,  -^ 

V.  II.  I  ' 
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Budh  t»i^'attge*ca!Miot,iWth  Ppcrpriety,  4» 
Q^ed,  'rd^pectmg  toy  Bekig  who  is  «ot  pos- 
sessed of  Omnipotence;  fikd.  He  "who  is  >po6^ 
sessed  of  Omnipotence,  can  be  no  other  than 
the  troe  God. 

Ndbfe'^ran  be  Almighty,  but  Jehovah  ailohe.^ 
Eteh^lSociiiittn  wbtild  be  offetided  to  hcear  of 
in  jdlmigAty  MaH.  'Biit»  the  finishing  £vi- 
den^eofOiis  !21im{gbty  Pcfwer,  peoniiar^  himr 
H&lf,  %  £hkt  6if^d^|j%h^t»ig-'miradulotis  PotiFer  on 
his  Servants: — ''Heal  the  siek,— ^feaoEse  the 
-Ijepers^-Hraise  the  Dead, — cast  out  Devils:— 
Freely.ye  have  received,  freely  give/' 

The  iliustrious  ^Evidences  of  the  t>ivihify 
<of  BeiFelation,  the  Prophecies  respecting 
Ji^sus  Christ,  and  the  Miracles  which  be 
pe^rfbiHoied,  Specially  his  <ir9m  ResdrFeetSoni; 
Thete,  alledged  by  otir  Opponents,  in  commdti 
with  ourselves,  as  convincing  Arguments  df 
the  Divinity  of  Revelation^  involve,  to  our 
View,  equdly  cdnvindiig  Arguments  df  ^the 
Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ:— *And  %h6n  his 
^Apoitlbs  Inherit  the  same  supernatural  t'owers, 
^1j(^'»ede^se,> Afifs^h,  the  Akmgbty  Spirit,  the 
operative  1)^  of  tttdr^sG^ided  Lord. 

As  Christ,  therefore,  is  Almighty,  he  could 
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not  hfi A  GtesAyVixe,  Yfixt  Qa^  vi^t^  tj^?.  I^«t^i?ifjt 
1^  )^^ex  and  StreBglh. 

Fifthly,  ImmutabiUty. — Tkis  iaconunoiiicar 
Ue  Perfection  of  Xliaity,  ^njp^ut^l^li^ty  of  J^- 
l^re,  ^eta  a  Seal  tp  ap  the.  rest,  a^^  es^blif  hef 
th^ir  Perfection;  and  is  f^^aiqied  bq[  t^^,  Eter- 
^a^^  ^  ejcc^usivelx  \\\^  owq. 

<^  I  am  the  Lord,  i  change  not." 

Of  ^oge  hi|t  Jehovah  can  i(  be  s^id,  that  ^*  h^ 
is  th^  aaifie  ^esterday,^  to-c^ay,  and  for  ^er  i\ 
fcqpi  Eternity  to  E|^rnity  the  game — •'  Froiq 
flv^rlastipg  to  flverlasting  Thoi;  ^r|;  God  ;** — 
"  Without  Variableness  or  Shadow  of  furniag.'* 

J^irefi  the  perfect  Angd^  ^t>9Y^i  g^f^^  iR  W^^* 
^(fm^  f^n(}  ^*  com^  down  to  learq  fai;^  the  Churchy 
th^  piapifold  Wisdom  of  Qofl,"  ^nd  are  jde- 
s})r0U3  tp  lopk:  further  into  the  J^^ste|ri^  of 
f3hfist,-r-]Yp«V| 

If  equivalent  Language  js  applied  to  ifmtk 
Christ,  as  to  God,  He  must  also  be  iss^utidly 
Jehovah.  He  also,  with  Jeboyah,  ^*  is  tb^  s|Btm9 
i^esterday,  to-^day,  and  for  ever :' •  **  Tbou  9St 
the  same,  and  thy  Years  fail  n^Qt."  If  ih^ 
Counsels  of  Jehovah  "  stand  for  ever,"~if  ^ey 
•J  ar^  PiWlfcfefijJn,e8s  an4  Truth ;"    ^esus  Cbfist 


Digitized 


by  Google 


68  The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved 

himself  <*  is  the  faithful  and  true  Witness ;'' 
the  **  Amen :"  essential  Certainty  ;  arid  firm, 
everlasting  Stability* 

If  God  is  "  the  Rock  of  Salvation  :"  it  is  on 
the  Rock  of  Christ,  as  the  co-essential  Son  6i 
God,  that  the  Church  is  immoveably  fixed  by 
Christ  himself.  Him,  therefore,  the  Father 
announces,  in  Language  that  can  belong 
only  to  an  immutable  Beiiig.;  *' Behold,  I 
lay  in  Zion,  for  a  Foundation,  a  Stone,  a  sure 
Foundation/'  Deity  alone  could  become  the 
Foundation  of  a  ruined  World  :  Such  an  At- 
tribute and  0£Sce  is  incompatible  with  a  cre- 
ated and  dependant  Nature. 

The  mediatorial  Character,  indeed,  having 
been  assumed  for  a  definite  Purpose,  will  be 
laid  aside  by  the  Son,  when  that  Purpose 
shall  have  been  perfectly  accomplished ;  but 
the  Son  himself  will  remain  in  his  essential 
Deity,  and,  as  God^  will  be  **  all  in  all,  through 
unimaginable  Duration  :-^ia!imut able  in  Be- 
ing, as  Eternal; — in  Person,  as  Infinite; — 
Knowledge,  as  Omniscient;  and  in  Power,  as 
Omnipotent:  "His  Throne  is  for  ever  and 
ever.  ^  -     . 

From  all  these  Particulars ;   the  Eternity,— 
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the  Omniscience,  —  the  Omnipresence,  the 
Omnipotence,  and  ImmutalHlity  of  Christ,  as 
ascribed  to  him,  equally  as  to  God,  the  Father ; 
we  may  not  unaptly  infer  from  them*  his 
universal  Supremacy  over  all  Things.  The 
same  Idea  of  Supremacy  which  we  appropri- 
ate to  the  Most  High,  we  are  Scripturally  war- 
ranted to  appropriate  to  Jesus  Christ.  Of 
Jehovahf  no  loftier  Description  can  be  con-> 
ceived,  than  that,  ''of  him,  and  through 
him,  and  to  him  are  all  Things".— *And  of 
Jesus  Christ  it  is  declared,  in  unequivocal 
Terms,  that  **  He  is  the  Heir  of  all  Things, 
the  Lord  and  Heir  of  the  whole  Creation." 

The  Redemption  of  the  World  is  another, 
and  perhaps,  a  co-equal  Title  to  universal 
Proprietorship  and  Supremacy. — ^'Ye  are 
not  your  own,  ye  are  bought  with  a  Price  ;{*) 


(♦)  ^^Bought,^'  is  a  Term  of  very  appropriate  Import. 
It  macks  the*  Ransom^  or  Price^  thai  was  given  for  the 
Salvation  of.,  Man  :-r-"  Ye  are  bought  with .  a  Price," — 
And  what* was  the  Price? — The  only-begotten  Son  of 
God" — The: Redemption^  of  Mankind  was  the  Work  of 
God  and  of  < Christ;  and  therefore^  what  St.  John 
ascribes  to  .Qod,  &U  Paul  does  to  Christ*  .  St.  Paul 
says.:  5' CJ9BI6T    GAvp  himsjslf    for  us  (Tit*  ii*  14): 


Digitized 


by  Google 


therefinre  glcrtify  God  fin  your  Bodyv  aunl  m 
your  Spirit,  wktck  are  his." 

While  M^e  are  required  to  trust  in  Jehovah, 
as  our  only  Saviour;  we  are  unequivocally 
called  upon,  as  Christians^  to  **  trueit  in  Christ/' 
as  the  same. 

To  him  the  Legislation  and  the  Gof  enunent. 
of  the  Universe^  iisi  no  less  appropriate : — ^unlessf 
the  reiterated  Titles  of,  ^  the  Loid— the  Lovd 


gnye  himself  for  our  Sins  (6al«  i.  4.)  :  gave  himself  a 
Ransom  for  all/'  (1  Tim*  ii.  6.)  For  the  same  Reason, 
St.  John  makes  the  Love  of  Ood  the  Oause  of  Man's 
Salr^ition  ;^  apd  St,  Paul,  the  Love  of  Christ.  The 
fbrmer  Apostle  says,  ^  (rod  'so  hved  the  World,  that 
he  gave  bis  only-begotten  S^i  i""  the  latter,  «<  The  Son 
of  God  loved  me,  and  gaTO  hiin^elf  fpr  me."  (Gal.  ii, 
90.)  **  Cluist  loved  the  Church,  ami  g^ve  hiq^self  for 
it.'*    (Eph.  T.  25,) 

We  see  here  the  Unity  of  divine  Mercy  in  God  and 
Christ;  the  Union  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  in  ib^ 
Redemption  of  Mankind.  And  who,  indeed^  could  hare 
paid  the  Ransom  of  a  lost  VTorid,  font  be  that  created  it ; 
or  have  been  the  Price  of  eternal  Life,  but  He  that  had 
Life  in  himself,*'— ^^ho  was  himself  **  thai  eternal  Lile, 
which  was  with  the  Father y**  —  **  the  Lamb  slain  from  the 
Foundation  of  the  World/'— the  <<  Lamb  wlAoni  Bkmisb 
and  wilhottt  Spot  ;**  impeccable,  immortal,  eternal  ? 
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of  all — ^the  Lord  of  Lords — the  King — the  Ring 
of  Kings — who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for 
ev^r/'  be  regarded  as  inadequate  to  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  supreme  Lawgiver  and  Ruler« 

As  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Proprietor  of  all,  he 
is  also  the  Object  of  universal  Adoration. 
*^  All  Men  are  required  to  honour  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father:"  and  not 
only  Meuy  but  Angels  also,  are  commanded 
to  worship  him :  —  Every  Creature  in  Hea* 
ven,  on  Earth,  under  the  Earth,  or  in  the  Sea, 
unite  in  the  eternal  Song  :-*'' Blessing,  and 
Honour,  and  Glory,  and  Power,  be  unto 
him  that  sitteth  on  the  Throne,  and  unto 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  1"  —  While,  in 
the  immediate  Connection  of  their  Song,  **  the 
Lamb"  is  represented  as  himself  seated  *'  in 
the  Midst  of  the  Throne." 

If  Christ,  bearing  these  Characters  of  Supre- 
macy, was  not  Jehovah^  the  most  absolute  At- 
tribues  of  Deity  would  belong  to  a  Creature^ 
and  not  to  God.— To  the  Brink  of  such  a  Pre- 
cipice are  we  inevitably  conducted  by  the 
hypothetical  Exclusion  of  Jesus  Christ  from 
true  and  lessential  Deity. 
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PART  X. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


Chrisf^  J)icmity.  proved  from  Ms  creating 

aU  Things^  from  his  Providence^ 

and  Redemption,  ^c* 


As  the  foregoing  Attribates  prove  the  Ditt-' 
nity  of  Christ;  so,  no  less  the  Operations  of* 
his  Hands,  (viz,)  Creation,  Providence,.  &-. 
dfmptioQi  &c,— As, 

First,  Creation.-— AVt  must  know  that  Cre* 
atikm  18  the  Work  of  6od.---'^  In  the  B^giUnin^ 
GodereateA  the  iSeavetf  and  the  Earth/'—-? 
None  besides  the  infinite  JeHovah  could'  caflP 
forth  Worlds  into   Existence,    when  as  yet' 
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they  were  not.  And  yet  of  Christ  it  is  said, 
that  ''all  Things  were  made  by  him;  and 
without  him  was  not  any  Thing  made  that  was 
made."  (♦) 


(*)  The  ongioal  Words  are  TLavra  h  avrov  eyevcro,  jcat 
^cMpic  avrov  tytvcro  ovSep  o  yeypvey. 

These  Words,  say  the  Opposers  of  our  Lord's  DiviDity, 
ought  to  be  translated : — **  All  Things  were  done  by  him, 
and  without  him  was  not  any  Thing  done  that  has  been 
dojie/'  **  The  BegifuUng^'^  say  they,  means  the  Beginning 
of  the  Christian  Dispensation,  or  of  the  Ministry  of  Christ ; 
and, by'' all  Things^*  we  are  to  understandi  "  All  Things 
in  that  Dispensation^ 

But,  is  there  not  an  obvious  Connection  between  the 
Szpression  ''  in'  the  Beginning,"  and  the  Words,  **  all 
Things  were  done  by  him :"  the  former  expressing  the  Time 
of  the  latter  ?  !Now,  with  what  propriety  pould  it  be  said, 
i)iat  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Ministry,  or  in  the  Beginning 
of  t)ie  Christian  Dispensation,  all  Things  in  that  Dispen- 
sation were  done  by  him? — ''  The  Beginning  becdmes,' 
•n  this  Hypothesis,  a  Phrase  of  bo  definite  Meaning.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  what  Period  of  Time  it  includes. 
All  Things  in  the  Christian  Dispensation  were  not,  surely, 
done  by  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  Cwnmencement  of  his  own" 
personal  Minis^jry: — ^A^e  we  to  include,  then,  the  whole 
of  his  Ministry  ?  Where  then  is  t|ie  Propriety  of^ ''  in 
the  Beginning?^ 

^^t,  it  is  further  said— <<  Without  him  w^s  not  «ny 
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God  created  the  World  by  his  Son.  (Heb. 
i.  2.)  The. Son  was  therefore  the  Creator  of 
the  World.    He  it  was  that  said^  **  Let  there 


Thing  done,  that  was  done :"  which  means,  it  is  alledged, 
that,  as  **  All  Things  in  the  Christian  Dispensation  were 
done  by  his  Authority,  and  according  to  his  Direction^ 
in  the  Ministry  committed  to  his  Apostles,  nothing  was 
done  without  his  Warrant. 

Is ''the  Beginning,*^  then,  to  be  considered  as  corn- 
prehending  the  Period  of  their  Ministry  also? — If,  on 
the  contrary,  we  connect  the  Expression  '^  in  the  Begin" 
«ifig,"with  the  Declaration,  *<  All  Things  vferemade  by 
him,"  and.  consider  the  Writer  as  speaking  of  the  ori« 
ginal  Formation  of  the  material  Universe,  and  as  referring 
to  the  Language  of  the.  inspired  Historian  of  the  Creation^ 
at  the  openinip  of  the  boolc  of  Genem,  **  In  the  Beginning 
God  created  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth,''  we  obtain,  not 
only  a  delSnite  Meauing  to  each  of  the  Phrases  sepa- 
rately; but,,  at  the  same  time,  a  manifest  and  consistent 
Alliance  between  Uiem. 

There  is  a  manifest  Beauty  in  it,  such  as  could  not  be 
more  emphatically  expressed,  than  it  is  here  by  the 
Evangelist,  after  the  Manner  of  the  Hebrews  ;  who,  when 
they  would  say  any  Thing  with  the  greatest  Force  and 
Certainty,  are  wont  to  express  it  both  affirmatively  and 
negatively ;  as,  **  He  shall  live,  and  not  die,  &c."  (i.  e.) 
He  shall  most  assuredly  live.  So  here, — <'  Ail  Things  were 
made  byliim,  and  without  him,  was  not  any  Thing  made, 
that  was  made  f'(i.e.)  He  made  all  Creatures  without 
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b«  Light,  and  there  wsw  i^ ght."  Accordingly 
tibe  Psalmiait  says,  "By  thq  Word  of  the 
liprd  were  the  Heavens  wade.''  (Ps^^l^f)  xxxiii^ 


Sxeeptten  ;  and  eonsequently,  he  hinsttf  is  not  a  Crea* 
lure,  1>ecauseit  is  evidently  irapossibie  fot  any  Thmg  to 
make  itaelf.  But  tiiett,  if  he  be,  and  was  oerer  made,  il 
IS  most  eevtainly  true,  that  he  always  was^  evea  from  all 
Eternity. 

'  In  the*  Beginoiiig  of  Str  John's  Gospel,  ^^^  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  in  this  Passage,  the  Crea-^ 
^onof  the*  World  is,  as  elearly  as  Language  can  ex-* 
press  any  Subjeet,  ascribed  to  Jesus  Christ.  Yet 
Mr*  Belsham  says  that  ^  Jesus  Christ  is  aa  where  m 
tfce  New  Testament  expressly  said  to  be  the  Creatoi 
or  Maker  of  the  Heavens,  the  Earth,  the  Sea,  or  of  any 
visible  natural  Objects]  ;''^  (Calm  Inquiry,  p.  981  »> 
begging  the  Question,  as  usual,  respecting  the  very 
Passage  in  Dispute.  He  and  other  Unitarians  say, 
Aat  thta  Passage  (as  well  as  the  others  before  mentioned) 
meaa  not  a  natural^  but  mora/  Creation.  Bat  their 
Il^terpretation,  Mr.  Pierce  says,  '^  is  so  forced  and 
Violent,  that  it  can  hardly  be  thought  that  Men 
^ould  ever  have  espoused  it  but  for  the  Sake  of  aa 
]@lypothesiSr '  Du  Doddridge  expresses  himself  against 
H  nearly  in  the  same  Terms.  Dr.  Clarke  says,  **  No* 
Ihin^  ^^D  bo  more  forced  and  unnatural  than 
the  Soeinian  Interpretation  of  thi9  Passage.''  ^nd 
Whitby  says^  that**  the  Soeinian  Interpretation  is  so 
f^r($^    and  jremote    from    the  natural   Sense    of  the 
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6.)  And  m  the  s»me  Psalm  (ver.  0%  ^^Hc 
qpahe^  and  all  Things  wer?  made;  he  cam^ 
manie^^wA  they  stood  fast"    He  says,  agaia^ 


Words,  that  even  Le  Clerc  is  forced  to  reject  it,  as 
evidently  False  J*  Notwithstanding  these  strong  and 
decided  Reprobations  of  the  Socinian  Interpretation, 
the  Unitarians  (Mr.  Belsham  says)  still  persist  in  their 
Interpretation.  We  will  see  now,  if  Mr.  Belsham's  De* 
fence  of  their  Exposition  is  less  false*  He  first  says, 
that  '^  Christ  is  no  where  in  the  New  Testament  ex- 
pressly said  to  be  the  Creator  or  Maker  of  the  Heavens, 
the  Earth/ the  Sea,  or  any  visible  natural  Objects.'' 
though  irayra  in  all  the  sereral  Passages  (John'i.  3« 
Colossians  i.  16.  Hebrews  i.  2,  &c.)  comprehends  every 
Part  of  the  Universe,  visible  and  invisible.  In  the  next 
Place,  be  says,  that  **  when  the  Apostle  descends  to  the 
Petail  of  Things,  which  were  created  by  Christ,  instead 
of  naming  the  Sun,  the  Moon,  the  Stars,  the  Earth,  and 
its  Inhabitants,  &c.  which  is  what  we  should  reasonably 
expect,  if  a  natural  Creation  was  intended,  he  only 
specifies  Thrones,  and  Dominions^  and  Principalities^  and 
Powerf,  which  are  not  physical  Beings,  but  mere  States 
of  ThingSi  and  artificial  Distinctions  of  political  Society •'' 
J^otbing  can  be  further  from  the  Truth  tban  this  Ob- 
servation; for,  instead  of  St«  Paul's  only  specifying 
**  Thrones,  and  Dominions,  and  Principalities,  and  Pow- 
ers," he  expressly  says,  ''  By  him  were  M  Things  cre- 
ated that  are  in  Heaven^  and  in  Earth,  yisible  and  invi- 
i|ible;  that  is,  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  their  Inhabitants. 
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£fe  spake  the  Word,  and  they  were  made ; 
he  commanded^  and  they  were  ciieated." 
(Psalih    cxlviii.  5.)    We   see  therefore,   why 


Aud  the  Thrones,  and  Dominions,  and  PRncipalities,  and 
Powers,  which  Mr.  Belsham  says  are  alone  specified^ 
mean  not  States  of  Things,  but  Persons  in  different  Gra- 
dations of  Power  and  Authority,  But  if  we  could  adnut 
that  these  Thrones,  and  Dominions,  and  Principalities^ 
and  Powers,  alone  weire  specified,  how  perfectly  incoa- 
sistent  with  the  Gospel  Dispensation  it  would  be  to  confine 
the  new  Creation  to  them,  especially  when  St.  Paul  him- 
self says,  diat,  at  that  Time,  **  not  many  mighty,  not  many 
noble  were  called. 

In  Fact,  the  Difficultfes  which  embarrass  Unita- 
rians in  the  Exposition  of  their  Ghsses^  and  the  Expe- 
dients to  which  they  resort,  are  their  best  Refutation. — BuC 
1  am  content  to  rest  the  whole  Issue  of  the  Question,  upon 
the  State  of  theib  Case  furnished  by  the  Socinian  or  Unita* 
rian  Writers  themselves.  —  Let  the  Reader;  but  took  into 
the  Translation  of  this  Chapter  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  and 
lethimform  his  Judgment  of  the  Merits  *  of  the  Socinian 
Hypothesis,  from  the  Mode  of  expoundittg  Scripture, 
which  he  will  there  find  employed  for  its  Support.  Let 
him  try,  if  he  can  eren  comprehend  the  distinct  Propo- 
sitions contained  in  the  first  fourteen  Verses.  '  Let  him 
try,  if  he  can  annex  any  defiiiite  Notions  to  the  As- 
sertion, that  Wisdom  (meaning  thereby  an  Attribute  of 
God)  was  God:  or  to  the  Assurance  so  strongly  en- 
forced by  Repetition,    that  the  Wisdom  of  6od;  was 
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tbe  Son  of  God  was  called, the  Word.:  It 
was  the  most  expressive  Terra  that  could 
have  been  chosen  to  denote  the  Creator,  by 
the  instantaneous  Effect  of  his  crieating  Po4v- 
er.  The  Word,*  therefore,  wias  not-  Verhum^ 
pf*olatum  ex  ore  Pdtris  at  the  T^me  of  Cre- 
ation;  he  was  not  the  Wdrd  ^j9oA:en,'but  the 


toith  God;     in  other   Words,     that  the   Deity  had  not 
existed  before  his  own  essential  Attributes  :  —  or  again » 
ifhe csan  conceiye,  how  the  Evangelist  (supposing  him 
in  his    Senses)  could  hare  thought  it  Necessary,  after. 
Fronouncing  the  trne  Light. to  b^  God,  formally  to  de« 
Glare    that  John  was  not  that   Light :    or  how  be  could 
affirm,  that  the  Wisdom  whic^  he  had   spoken  of  but 
as  an  Attribute,  vteis  made  Flei^h,  and  became  a  Pern^n/ 
Tittblfi,  and  tangible  C'^in  short,  let;  him  try,  if  he  doeas 
not 'find,  Iboth  in  the  Translation  and    the  explanatory, 
f^oteSy  as  much  unintelligible  jargon  as  was  ever  croud-* 
ed  into  the  same  Compass;  nay,    as  is  even,  according 
to  Mr«'Wakefield*s  Notion  to  be    found  in  the  Athan-^ 
asian  Creed  itself.    This  howerer  is  called  a  candid  and' 
critical  Investigation  of  Scripture ;   and  this,  it  is  to  be 
remembered,   is    the   latest,   and  therefore    to  be  sup- 
posed    the  best   digested^    Production  of   the   Socinian 
Sobool:    it  pomes   also  from   the    Hands  of  a  Writer 
cejrt^inly   possessed  of  classical   Erudition,   a  Quality 
of  which  few  of  his  Unitarian  Fellow  Labourers  in  tl|^ 
Sister  Country    are  entitled  to  boast. 
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Word  ^eakhg;  he   vftm  not  produced,  but 
the  Producer;  not  created,  but  the  Creator^ 

If  not  one  Hiing  was  made  without  him  ; 
does  it  not  incontrovertibly  follow,  that  he, 
was  not  u  created  Being  himself: — For,  if 
he  were,  although  the  first  and  highest  of 
created  Beings,  still  he  would  himself  be  an 
Exception  and  Contradiction  to  the  State- 
ment here  made. 

The  Apostle  Paul  say»,  respecting  Christ<s^ 
Mediatorial  Dominion;  '^God  hath  put  aH 
Things  under  his  Feet  ;**  but  when  it  is  said, 
''  all  Things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manifest 
that  He  is  excepted  who  did  put  all  Thwga. 
imdier  him." — On  the  same  obvious  Principle, 
we  draw  our  Conelnsion  here:—"  When  it  i» 
said,'*  and  that  with  such  Emphasis  and  Pre- 
cision, "  all  Things  were  made  by  him,  it  is 
manifest  that  he  is  excepted  by  whom  all  Thix^s 
wcremade*'' 

The  unreasonableness  of  any  other  Inter-^^ 
pretation  will  appear  peculiarly  giving,  when- 
this  Passage  is  compared ,  and  taken  in  Con- 
nection, with  others  of  a  similar  Description. 
—As, 
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^  He  laid  the  Fonndatians  of  tlie  Earih, 
and' the  Heatens  are  the  Works  of  his  Hands/' 
— "  By  him  were  all  Things  created,  that  are 
in  Heaven,  or  that  are  in  Earth,  Visible  and 
Invisible  ;  Whether  they  be  Thrones  or  Domi- 
nions, Principalities  or  Powers;  all  Things 
vere  created  by  him  and  for  tim, — He  is  before 
^U  Things,  and  by  Him  all  Things  subsist^''  (*) 


(*)  If  Jesus  Christ  had  no  Existence , before  he  assumed 
our  Nature,  how  could  he  create  the  World  before  be 
himself  had  any  Being  ? — Or,  if  he  existed  before  his 
IncarnatioQ,  find  yet  wa?  no  more  than  a  Part  of  God^s 
Creation  ;  then,  How  is  it  true^  that  **  all  Things  were 
made  by  bim,  and  without  him  wa?  not  finy  Thin^  made 
fliat  was  made  ?" 

Should  any  say  that  Christ  ne^ver  made  the  World,  tfiis 
would  be  a  dijrect  Contradiction  to  the  express  Testimony 
of  God  himself,  vho  saith  to  Christ,  **  The  Heavens  fire 
|he  Work  oithy  Hands."— Or,  if  they  allow  that.Chrisjfc 
is  the  "  Creator  of  all  Things/'  and  yet  deny  *'  hif 
eternal  Power  and  Godhead :"  how  then  is  it  true,  that 
^'in  the  Beginning  God  created  the  Heaven'  and  the 
E^rdi  ?" — The  Creator  is  God,  an4  Chrisjt  is  the  Creator^ 

If  Jesus  Christy  being  only  an  exalted  Creature,  di<J 
create  all  Things,  he  must  be  considered  either  as  an 
instrumental    Cause ^  or  as   the  principal    Cause^ — Not  tbQ 

VOL.    II.'  L 
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Heaven  aiid   Earth  comprebeod,   iu  Sacred 
languAge^    the  entire  Universe ;   and  it  \rm 


former;  for  no  Instrument  can  act  but  where  there  is 
an  Object,  and  isuch  an  one,  to  which  it  is  in  some 
Measure  proportioned,  —But,  in  the  Work  of  Creation, 
there  is  no  Object  on  which  to  act,  the  Work  itself 
producing  the  Object.'^lf  the  latter,  he  is  the  Creator; 
he  possesses  an  infinite  Power; — He  is  truly  and  properly 
6od. 

Jesus  Christ  either  acted  alone  in  the  Creation  of  all 
Things,  or  in  Conjunction  with  the  Father, — If  the  former ^ 
why  is  the  Formation  of  the  World  ever  attributed 
to  die  Father  ?— If  the  latter ,  either  he  exerted  the  'same« 
or  a  different  Power. — If  the  same^  it  was  an  infinite 
Power;  for  such  is  the  Father^s; — if  a  different  Power, 
it  was  created  and  finite. — But, 

As   Omnipotence  needs  no    Coadjutor,    (to  will,  and 
create,  being  the  same  with  God,)  so  the  Supposition  of 
a  finite    Power,  giving  Bxistence  to  the  Universe,  and 
the  Idea   of  a  created  Creator,  are  the  First-born  of 
Absurdities. 

Kotbing  is  more  offensive,  nothing  more  shocking  to 
common  Sense,  than  the  Thought  of  a  Creature  creating 
the  World:  yet  with  such  Inconsistencies  is  the  Arian 
System  attended,  and  such  Absurdities  do  its  Abettors 
digest. 

The  Truth,  we  conceive,  is^  they  are  Both  OneCreqtor 
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bp  disputed  by  none,  that,  •*  All  Things  in 
the  Universe  must  be  either  **  visible  or  invi- 
sible ;''— but  Jesus  Christ  is  repeatedly  alffirmed 
to  be  the  Creator  and  Snstainer  of  all  these 
Things, 

The  consequent  and  inevitable  Alternative 
is,  either  .to  renounce  the  Authc^rity  of  such 
Declarations!  or  to.  acknowledge  the  Omni'- 
potence  and  Divinity  of  Christ  ;-^for  either 
Creation  and  Omnipotence  involve  Deity,  or 
Deity  is  a  Name  without  Attribute  or  Meaning. 
Difficulty  vanishes,  is  annihilated,  ia  the  Pre* 
aence  of  that  £nerg;y  which  can  cause,  and 
continue  Existence. 

This  is  intimately  expressed  in  the  first 
Page  of  the  Book  of  God :— nothing  can  pa^ 
rallal  the  Simplicity  of  the  Work  there  de- 
ocril^,  unless  it  be  the  Simplicity  of  the  Divine 
Description. 

It  cost  but  the  Fiat  of  the  Almighty,  but  the 
*'  Word  of  his  Power,"  and   the  Stupendous 


asthey  are.Ooe  in  Matufe,  in  Power,  and  in  Operation. 
— This  is  the  Catholic  Faith,  which  was  before  ArianUmf 
and  will  be  qfller  k. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


84  The  Divinity  of  Christ 

Elemeats  and    Objects  afround  us,   at   eveiy 
Poifit,    started    out    of  nothing    into   Beings 
out    of    Chaos    into  Harmony,    into  all  the . 
indefinitely  varied  Perfection  of  their  Beauty 
and  Energy. 

'  Is  this  the  Province  and  Proof  of  Deity 
-^The  Universe  can  give  but  one  Response. 
Yet,  as  clearly  as  the  Scripture  are  the  Truth 
of  God,  Creation  \^  the  Attribute  of  Jesus 
Christ;  "by  whom  he  made  the  Worlds,"  and 
•*.  upholds  all  Things'  by  the  Word  of  his 
Povrer."— An  Expression  more  exquisitely 
distinctive  of  Deity,  it  is,  peiiiaps,  impossible 
to  devise. 

If  tAat  Being,  **by  whom  all  Things  yfexe 
created,  and  fer  whom  they  ivere  created  f '— 
who  is  *^  before  all  Things,"  and  "  by  whom  all 
Things  consist,"  be  not  the  Supreme  God,  we 
may  well  ask.  Is  there  a  God  at  all  ? — If  there 
be  (as  all  Nature,  and  all  Revelation  pro- 
claim) how  shall  we  descriW,  how  shall  we 
distinguish  him  T — ^Terlns  so  simple,  so  uni, 
rersal,  may  bid  Defiance  to  the  most  spe- 
cious Sophistry:  Terms  (it  may  be  soberly 
said)  which  encircle  Heaven  and  Earth  in 
their  vast  Embrace,    and   include    Creation 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Proved  from  Creation.  8fi 

in  all  its  possible  Modes,  Varieties,  and  Pe« 
riods.  Not  a  single  Being,  (as  the  Original 
is  literally   rendered,)   form  an  Exception  to 

the  creative  Universality  of  the  Word. — Now, 

« 

Creation  supposes  in  the  Creator,  not  more 
Omniscience  than  Eternity.  From  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  World,  and  the  Things  that  are 
made,  the  Apostle,  like  a  genuine  Philosopher, 
infers  the  Creator's  '^eternal  Power  and  God- 
head." 

That  ^*  He  that  built  all  Things  is  God,''  is 
what  none  but  an  Arian  will  gainsay :  equally 
with  "  the  Foolf  that  saith  in  his  Heart,  there 
is  no  God." 

J  have  only  to  add,  on  this  !Part  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  while  Creation  is  thus  repeatedly,  and 
in  the  plainest  Terms,  ascribed  to,  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Scriptures .  give  no  Countenance  to  the 
Idea,  of  his  executing  this  Work  as  a  subordi- 
nate Agent,  a  mere  Instrument,  infierior  to 
Jehovah. — The  very  Terms,  indeed,  in  some  of 
the  Passages  already  quoted,  themselves  pre- 
clude every  such  Supposition — ^They  are  uni- 
versal. The  Creator  of  a//  Things,  oiall  created 
BeingSj  cannot  himself  be  a  Creature — cannot, 
therefore,  be^  in  any  Sense,  or  in  any  Respect> 
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an  iiifef ior  Agent  to  the  Supreme  God.  H^, 
who  is  not  a  Creature^  must  be  God,  and  God 
is  One. 

Secondly,  Providence. — It  is  the  Lord 
Jehovah  himself,  that  preserves  the  World  he 
made,  and  governs  all  Things.^-And  of  Chrisi 
k  is  said,  that,  '^  He  upholds  all  Things  by  Ihe 
Word  of  his  Power:"  or  **  his  own  Power,"  as 
the  Original  signifies.  It  is  not  said,  by  a 
Power  derived  from  God,  but  *'  by  his  own 
Power."  If  Words  have  any  Meaning,  these 
Declarations  of  the  Apostle^  which  he  fipplies 
to  Christ  alone,  make  it  evident  that  he  is  the 
Upholder  of  all  Things. — He  supplieth  the 
Wants  of  all  created  Beings.--T**  His  Fulness 
fiUeth  all  in  all." 

The  Word,  which  was  sufficient  to  create^ 
fnust  be  equally  sufficient  to  uphold  its  Cre^ 
ation :— Not  the  faintest  Jdea  of  Difficulty  or 
Effort  is  insinuated ;  but  an  Operation  as  sim-< 
pie  as  Breath  itself.  We  jnay  term  it  a  Law 
of  Nature,  which  maintains  all  Things  in  their 
constituted  Order.  Natural  Philosophers  are 
unable  to  ascend  or  penetrate  beyond  a 
Secondary  Cause,  as  Attraction,  or  Gravitation^ 
or  the  like ;  itdelf  as  much  an  Effect^  as  any 
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other  Pbenomena  of  Nature.  Whereas,  the 
Trausc^pdental  Philosophy  of  Inspiration,  m 
its  divine  Simplicity,  indicates  alone  the  Cause 
of  all  Causes,  the  Author  of  all  Effects.  To 
the  Son  he  saith,  "Thou  Lord,  in  the  Be- 
ginning, hast  laid  the  Foundation  of  the 
Earth,  and  the  Heavens  are  the  Work  of  thy 
Hands."  A  Declaration,  originally  addressed 
to  «^n-questionable  Deity : — And  by  Him  all 
Things  consist. 

As  the  Son,  in  Union  with  the  Father  and 
the  Spirit,  created  all  Things,  so  He  gives  them 
a  Consistency  and  Permanence.  If  the  Author 
of  Nature,  then,  and  the  Lord  of  Providence,  i» 
allowed  to  be  God,  either  the  Stile  of  Reve- 
lation must  be  deemed  unintelligible,  or  Deity 
must  be  ascribed  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  Maker 
and  Lord  of  all. 

As  to  the  Third  Particular,  J?6d!^mj9ftfm,-^ 
It  is  not  more  certain  that  Creation j  than  that 
*'  Salvation  belongetb  unto  God." 

If  Jehovah,  by  the  Pen  of  jf^aiaA,  proclaims 
with  reiterated  Emphasis,  his  creative  Majesty ; 
He  insists,  with  equal  Force,  on  his  Redeeming 
Mercy. 
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*^0  Israel,  I  am  thy  Redeemer;  besides 
me  there  is  no  Saviour — It  is  my  Righteous^ 
ness— it  is  my  Salvation." 

But  the  most  distinguished  Title  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  that,  by  which  the  Heavenly  Host 
announced  him  at  his  incarnation,  the  Title 
of  a  Saviour. 

But  unless  He  were  Godj  even  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  as  well  as  Man,  he  could  not  be 
a  Saviour;  because  the  Lord  has  declared 
there  is  "wo  Saviour  besides  himself.^'  It  is 
therefore  rightly  observed  by  the  Apostle,  that 
God,  in  dignifying  the  Man  Christ  with  the 
Name  of  Jesus,  hath  "given  him  a  Name 
above  every  Name,"  even  that  of  Saviour, 
which  is  his  own  Natne,  and  such  as  can 
belong  to  no  other.  (*) 

Redemption  is  his  characteristic  Work: — 
^  there  is  Salvation  in  none  besides" — "  there 
is  no  other  Name  whereby  we  can  be  saved/* 
— ^His  Appellation  **  the  mighty  God,''  is 
never  more  appropriate  than  in  Connection 
with   his  Character  as   **  mighty  to  save,''  even 

(»)  See  Note  Vol.  ii.  Page  69. 
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4o^  the  uttermost:"  and  \}ne  uttermost  of  God, 
Crod  only  knows.  (*) 

"  The  God  of  all  Grace,"  is  a  Name,  which, 
originally  applied  to  the  Fatlter^  is  substan- 
tially applicable  to  Him,  in  whom  all  Fulness 
of  Grace  resides,  and  out  of  whose  Fulness 
ive  must  all  receive  our  all.. — "  Ye  are  not 
jour  own,  ye  are  bought  with  a  Price :" — 
But,  Who,  is  the  Lord  that  bought  us,  if  not 
Jesus  Christ,  ^^  who  gave  himself  for  us,  that 
He  might  purify  us  to  himself,  a  peculiar 
People,  zealous  of  good  Works." 


X*)  «ee  Note  Vol  ii,  Page  69. 
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PART  XL 


ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  from  his 
particular  Acts. 


In  Consequence  of  Redemption,  (the  last 
mentioned  Particular,)  and  leading  to  it,  he 
pardons  Sin,  (*)  —Sends  the  Spirit  (Luke^  xxiv. 


(*)  This  is  a  Property  so  peculiarly  belonging  to  6od» 
that  the  Jews .  condemned  our  Saviour  as  a  Blasphemer 
on  this  Account,  *'  Who,  (reasoned  they)  can  forgive 
Sins,  but  God  only?" — But  Jesus  confirmed  it  with  a 
Miracle,  by  saying  to  the  Sick  of  the  Palsy,  **  I  say 
unto  thee.  Arise  ;  take  up  thy  Bed,  and  go  thy  Way  to 
thine  own  Home/'  —  '*  And  immediately  he  arose,  took 
up  his  Bed,  and  went  forth  before  them  all."  Her* 
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40.  John,  XV,  26.)— gives  Grace  (Jo&n  f^ 
17.)  and  eternal  Life,  (John,  Xr  28.)  will 
raise  the   Dead,  (*)  and  judge  the  World  atf 


Here  was  a  clear  Troof,  before  a  Multitude  of  Wit-^ 
Hesses,  of  the  Truth  of  the  ?gJ4il  before  us,  and  of  ChrietV 
God-like  Power  in  it. 

^  Son,  thy  Sins  be  fergiren  tbee.^ 

'^O  ^^  ^^  ^'  -^laughlif  eouM^  Beaaonablj  aaae?^^ 
*^1  am  the  !l^esurrectioQ  ^nd  the  Life!"'  —  MarTel> 
Bot  at  thisi'' "—  (li  is  not'  oii  6}ir  Supposition  mar- 
rellous,  though  incirediWe  on  any  other,)  •*^that  tho^ 
'Hour  is  coiaingy  in  which  aU  that  are  ia^  the  Grave, 
shall  hear  the  Voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  sha|l> 
opme  forth,'* 

'  Mo  Avtteh^  #f  ^  Christian;  <?r^,e^  e^n  he  regard 
y.  BV>re  truly  **  pi^siag  atf  Understanding,"  tba^ 
**  iAke  Resurrection  of  the  Body."  ^—  Nothing  short 
of  the  exeeedtug  Crfeateess-  of  that  ^  mighty  Power 
w,hichr  can  subdue  all  Things  to  itself,"  could  have 
produced  the  Resurrectidn  bf  Jesus  Christ.  —  This- 
was  assumed  by  the  Athenian  Philosophers,  and  al- 
lowed by  the  Apostle  Paul ;  **  why  should  it  be  thoughts 
a  Thjin^  incredible'  With  you,,  that  God  should  raise' 
tiie  Pead?''^  A  peirt^toal  and  irresistible  Appeal^ 
Iberefore^  is  made  by  the '  Apostle  to  the  Resurrec- 
iioQ;  of  Christy  as  a  DenadniStration-  of  Deity,,  present  ii» 
Mich  an  Efiect;  Suit 
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But  Christ  himself  asserts  this  reanimating  Energy 
of  Deity  to  have  been  essentiaHy  his  own.  ^  iDestroy 
this  Temple,  (ho  spe&ks  of  the  Temple  of  bis  Body)f 
Mfl  i»  tfcr^^  Payik  I  will  rai^e  it  np"    . 

He  whom  John  beheld  '^  like  unto  the  §on  of  Man.** 
proclaimed,  **  I  have  the  Keys  of  Death,  and  of  Hell/^ 
in  Correspondence  with  his  own  prophetic  Promise,  **  1 
will  ransom  them  from  the  Power  of  the  Grave  :  I 
will'  redeem  them  fipom^  Death.  O  Deaths  X  wUl  be  tby 
Plague ;  O  6r4ve,  1  will  be  thy  Destruction."  A  Pro^ 
aise,  surely,  demonstrative  of  the  Speakei^s.  J^t^ine 
Omnipotence  ;  and,  tlmt  l^peak^r  is  thie  Measiah, 

It  is  God  himself,  that  will  raise  the  Dead  at  the  last 
^ay;  and  Christ  saith,  '*  1  am  the  Rtsurrtction  and  the 
Life."  Here  two  Points  are  clearly  ascertained.  He 
tliat  will  raise  the  Dead  is  God  himself,  and  Christ 
saith,  1  (Jesus)  will  raise  the  Dead  at  the  last  Day. 
Therefore  Christ  is  God  himself. 

(•)  If  we  compare  Scripture  with  Scriptqre,  we  shall 
^a^Iy  of  6^  that  the  same  Things  are  spqken  of  God,  and  ' 
of  Ckristf  respQCtm^  the  Last  Judgmei^t. 

"  God  is  Jud^e  of  all  the  Eartii;*— And,  «  We  mnsft 
all  appeair'before  the  Judgment-seat  of  Christ." 

Here,  On^  of  t^o  Things  must  be  adnj^itted :  Either 
1l|i||  there  will  be   Two  Judges  on  the  Throne  at  the  Last 
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Mediator  for  ever.  (*)   And !    can  any  less 
tlian  Omnipotence  fulfil  these  Engagements  ? 


Day ;— Or,  that  God  and  Christ  are  One  Person.  ,  Christ 
is  the  Judge^  and  the  Judge  is  God. 

(*)  Ao  Objection  to  the  Doctrine  of  Mediation  has 
been  sometimes  made,  as  with-drawing  our  Devotion  from 
the  Father.  But  this  is  a  false  Speculation,  which  dis- 
appears in  the  experimental  Reality  of  Religion. 

The  Mediator  being  a  Divine  Person,  every  Remem- 
brance of  him,^  is  a  Remembrance  of  ;God..  In  loving 
Christ,  we  fulfil  ^f  the  first  and  great  Commandment.'^ 
In  depending  on  his  .Merits,- and  his  Grace^  we  virtually 
adore  the  uncreated  Glory  of  Deity,  r 

**  The  manifold  Wisdom  of  God,'^  in  the  great  Scheme 
of  Redemption,  is  eminently  displayed  in  causing  a 
perfect  Union  and  Coalescence  in  the  Mind  of  a  Christian, 
between  the  Sentiment  of  Gratitude  to  the  Redeemer, 
and  that  which  we  owe  to  God,  as  our  Author  and  Sus- 
tainer;  since  the  Benefit  of  Restitution  to  Happiness 
is  not  inferior  to  the  Original  Gift  of  Being. 

The  same  Divine  Person,  cannot  be,  at  the  same  Time, 
both  the  Maintainer  of  his  Government,  and  the  Redeemer 
of  Oifenders  from  the  Condemnation  of  the  violated  Law. 
The  Mediator  must  be  regarded^  as,  in  some  Sense,  dis- 
tinct from  him  who  asserts  the  Rights  of  Deity. 

It  might  appear,  therefore,  as  if  our  Regards  must 
be  diverted  from  the  Creator  and  Governor,  to  the  Re- 
deemer. Here 
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Bat,  all  this  Authority,*  it  is  replied,  even  od 
the  Supposition  of  its  being,  really  posssessed 
and   exercised   by    our   Lord,  in   Person,    is 


Here  it  is  that  the  Scriptural  Doctrine  of  the  essen- 
tial 'Unity  of  Jesus.  Christ  with  the  Father  presents 
itself  for  our  Satisfaction,  and  discovers  its  exquisite 
Propriety. 

The  Gratitude  due  to  our  RecZeemer  perfectly  harmonises 
with  the  great  Principles  of  Natural  Religion  :  we  can 
never  be  so  much  affected  by  the  Contempl$^tiob  of  the 
Love  of  God,  as  while  we  remember  that  ''he  so  loved 
the  World,  that  he  gave  his  ;  only->begotten  Son  ;"  and 
this  is,  at  the  same  time,:  ''the  Love  of  Christ  which 
passeth  Knowledge."  *.  IThe  Moment,  indeed,  we  set. aside 
the  Triith  of  our  Saviour's  Deity y  .we  are  encompasfed 
with^ insuperable.  Objections  to  the  Reality  of  his  Medi* 
ation  aqd  Redemption. 

That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  sole  and  the  sufficient  Medi- 
ator between  the  Holy  One  and  Sinners,  decisively  (it 
is  apprehended)  infers  his  Deity,  in  Union  with  his 
Humanity. 

The  idea  ot  Mediation  (as  it  hath  beeq  remarked)  is 
thatoi**hXk  Endeavour  to  reconcile  Parties  who  are  in  a 
State  of  Variance."  Hence  the  Nature  of  the  Office 
pre-supposes,  in  the  Person  ,  undertaking  it,  a  proper 
Apprehension  of  the  Cause  of  Dispute,  a  Knowledge 
pf  the  Hearts  and  Dispositions  of  both  Parties,:  aad 
full   Power  of  compromising  the  Difference.     H^  must 
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represent^  ite  given  ta  him;.iB  iM  brighn^ 
and  iftfaereBt,  but  impatied  and  ddegaledj; 
wfaich>  it  is  alledg^dy  is  altogether  i&cbn*^ 
eistent  with  the  Idea  of  his  supreme,  unde- 
rived  Godhead. 

Let  us  examine  this  a  kittle. ^-In  the,fir^t 
place :  The  ordinary  Solution  of  such  apparent 
Difficulties,  is  a  perfectly  valid  one, — There 


l^e  what  Job  calls,  ^^  A  Day's  Mao,    to  lay  his   Hand 

How  «li«n  18  it  possible  Ibr  Jirstis  GhrisI  to  be  ih& 
ftet^lMg  Mdliator^  wfllth  he  b  (teclftr^d  t<»  be,  if  ht 
po»aft^B«B  not  die  QuaMtles  ^  Mediatioii  ?  dan  htt 
kttow  Ih^  Mt&d  <df  botb  i^aiftii^ ;  Catt  he  lay  his 
BaiKl  «pon  Both;  Call  he  tiecioticiie  Behigs  so  in- 
finitely removed  from  each  Other>  Uttliess  he  paHalc:^  cf 
both  Natures  ?  (*) 

(♦)  «  imr  Divinitaten..  ^^j^^   ^     ^^^^^^  ^^^^   pj^. 

DivimtM,  et  Divifia  Huma-    ceived  adequate  to  interfere  where 
piui§i,**^AvgmHnt.  Deity  is  so  deeply  (^oneem^d  ? 

*^  If  one  Man  sin  against  aqothef,  the  Judge  shall  judge 
him  I  .but  if  a  Man  sin  against  his  own  Soul,  who  stall 
latreM  for  him  ?"  **  It  C6si  more  to  ted^ein  onf  Sonls ; 
8o  Umt  we  muH  let  that  aloiii^  ft)r  ever."  No  Man 
can  intreat  for  him. 
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is  no  Incengraity  ia  the  Idea  <tf  deUgutei 
Authority  and  Dominion,  when  Jesus  is 
viewed  as  a  Divine  Mediator.  (*) — ^Those 
who  maintain  this  View  of  his  Person  and 
Character^  acknowledge  auch  Delegation,  as 
an  essential  Article  of  their  Scheme, — Be- 
lieving him  to  be  ret>resented  in  the  Script  ures» 
as  voluntarily  assuming  the  Form,  and  acting 
in  the  Cstpacity  of  a  Servant,  they  are  not 
4startled  at  finding  this  Representation  con- 
fiiistentlj  supported  throughout. 

In  perfect  Har<nony,  tberefproi  with  this 
View  of  his  {(elatipn  to  the  Father  in  the 
great  Work  of  Redemption,  they  consider 
all  that  he  did,  as  done  by  Appointment ; 
^nd  all  .that  he  i*eceivedi  m  the  Form  of 
Reward;  and  the  Reward  itself  as  sin- 
gularly appropriate,  resulting  from  the  Work 
of  Salvation^  which  he  finished  when  on 
JEarth. 

Admit  4h0  Principle,  of  his  acting,  in  the 
Scheme  of   Redeeming    Mercy,    in    the    va-. 


(•)  Sc€  Note,  Vol.  n,  Page  66. 
VOL.    II.  N 
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luhtarily  asdutned  Character  of  a  Servant,  and 
all  is  plain. — Instead  of  Disorder,  Embar- 
rassment, and  Difficnlty^  we  have  a.  perfect 
Plan,  not  only  interesting  in  its  Design, 
and  glorious  in  its  Consequences,,  but  con- 
sistent and  harmonious  in  all  its  Arrange- 
ments ;  well  ordered  in  all  Things,  and  sure. 
—But, 

Secondly,  There  is  another  View  of  this 
Subject^  which  appears  perfectly  free  from 
Fallacy,  and  decisive  on  the  Question. 

Delegation,  it  miist  be  remembered,  can- 
not confer  any  Ability  for  the  Discharge 
of  the  Office  delegated.  —  It  may  bestow 
Title  and  Right ;  but  it  can  communicate 
no  Capacity f  or  actual  Qualification. 

If  Jesus  bci  indeed,  "  Lord  oj  all^^  and 
^^  ^udge  of  allf^ — what,  we  ask,  are  the 
Qualifications  essential  to  such  a  Being? — 
To  which  we  answer,  without  Fear  of  Con- 
tradiction by  any  reasonahlp  said  unpre-^ 
judiced  Mind ;— Omniscience^  (hunipotence, 
and  Independence. — The  World  cannot  be 
governed^  cannot  be  judged  by  any  Being 
who  does  not  possess  these  Attributes. — 
An4  if»  as  I'h^  Scriptu|;es  testify,  **  the  iPa- 
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ther  judgeth  no  Man,  but  bath  committed 
all  Judgment  to  his  iSIon/'  does  it  not  follow, 
as  an  immediate  and  irresistible  Consequence, 
that  the  Son  is  such  a  Being? 

To    complete    this    Argument,  —  If  such 
Qualities  njiust  be   possessed   by   the  Gover- 
nor,   and  Judge  of  the  .World,;  tbey^m\ist, 
from  their  Nature,  be  origitufl  and  inherent: 
They    are  t  entirely   unsusceptible    of  Trans* 
ference  and  Communication. — Ind(ependenc0  is 
80,  beyond  all  Contradiction.-r*And,  to  ima- 
gine,   because    a   certain     Portion    of    such 
Knowledge^  as  is  usually  beyond  the  Reach 
of  human  Penetrati6n,  has,  at  Tinles,  been 
imparted  to  Men  by  him  who  knoweth  all 
Things ; —  and  '  a  certain   Measure  of  extra- 
orditiary  Power  conferred    on   Creatures  by 
J7im,  who  can  do   all  Things, — that  there- 
fore the  Transference  or  ComUmnication   is 
suppo'seable    of    Omniscience    and    Omnipo^ 
tence:  It  requires    only  to  bring  the  Terms 
together,  to  sliow    the  Contradiction    which 
the  Supposition   involves. 

An  Otnniscient  and  Omnipotent  Creature  I 
or,  if  you  will,  for  the  Absurdity  is  j  equally 
great: -*^' 2V?o  Otnniscient    and.   Omnipotent 
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Beings  ;^nA  yet,  the  One  dependint  on  fA& 
other  ! 

Omnipatent  Power,  Omniscience;  and  Inde^ 
pendence,  are  Attributes  inseparable  fron» 
Deity ; — and  consequently,  a»  they  are  ascrib- 
ed to  Christ,,  and  were  found  inherent  i» 
liniy  they  must  prove  that  He  was  •^very 
God,  of  the  Substance  of  the  Father,  be* 
gotten  from  £? erlasting."^  —  Not  to  add  the 
Assertion  of  God  himself,  ^^My  (ilory  will  , 
1  not  give  to  another." 

If  it  be  saidr  that  Jesus  Christ,  when 
fte  spoke  of  doing,  as  of  his  own  Autho- 
rity, the  most  woinderfiil  Works,^  intended 
only  to  assert  the  Power  which  he  had 
leceived  from  God^  for  the  Purpose  of  attest- 
ing bis  Mission;  It  is  replied,  That  no 
Man,  who  was  conscious  of  deriving  all 
Wa  Authority  and  Power  from  God,  could»- 
witb  Propriety,  have  used  such  unquali* 
fied  Language,  in  describing  his  own  Exer- 
cise of  that  flower.  We  do  not  find  that 
the  Apostles,  when  they  wrought  many  won- 
derful Works  by  the  Power  which  was  vest- 
ed in  them,  spoke  of  them  as  their  own 
Acts :  but^  on  the  contrary,  they  expressly 
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disclaimed  all  share  m  them,  except  as  far 
as  God  had  been  pleaseid  to  make  them 
the  Instruments  of  his  Goodness.  (Acts  iii. 
12,  16.) 

If  now,  (as  the  Unitarians  say,)  Power 
was  committed  to  Christ,  as  it  was  after- 
wards to  the  Apostles;,  how  can  we  account 
for  the  Fact,  that  our  Lord  always  spoke 
of  performing  Miracles  on  his  own  Autho* 
rity,  and  by  Virtue  of  his  intrinsic  Power; 
while  the  Apostles  studiously  avoided  all 
Appearance  of  claiming  such  a  Power,  and 
represented  themselves  as  mere  Instruments 
in  the  Hands  of  God. 

When  all  these  Things  are  laid  together 
in  that  Variety  of  Expressions  in  which  they 
lie  scattered  in  the  New  Testament,  it  is 
Dot  possible  for  us  to  avoid  the  Conclusion, 
that  Christ  is  the  Messiah  and  Saviour  of 
the  World.  (♦) 


(*)  Whilst  we  yiew  the  Saviour,  as  God  ia  the  Flesh, 
the  whole  of  Scripture^History  conceniipg  him  is  plain  to 
every  Reader. — All  fitly  applies  to  him  in  the  Character 
of  Tmmanuel :  All  is  fbll  of  Harmony  and  Grandeur* 
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For,— What  Proof  more  can  be  desired, 
than  what  is  here  given?  The  Names  and 
Attributes  of  God  are  ascribed  to  bim ;  which 
can  by  no  Means  be  ascribed  to  a  delegated 
Power ;  or  be  communicated  or  exercised 
by  a  mere  Creature:— as  also  an  everlasting 
Throne  and  Dominions :— Divine  Honour  is  re- 
quired to  be  paid  to  him,  and  such  Works 
assigned  him,  as  no  Creature  can  have  any 
.Share  of  Efl&ciency .  with  him;  such  as  the 
Making  of  the  World,  &c.  comprising  an 
Assertion  of  his  Omnipotence  and  Eternity; 
an  evident  Proof,  that,    as  the  Great   Crea- 


Deny  his  Godhead,  the  Bible  can  never  be  understood. 
We  read  of  his  Birth,  Poverty  and  Temptation ;  of  his 
Sufferinga.  Sorrow,  and  Death:  These  will  apply  to  his 
HUMAN  Nature  only. 

We  read  also,  that  he  created  aH  Worlds,  and  upholds 
all  Things  with  the  Word  of  his  Power.  We  cannot  say 
this  of  him  as  MAN-for"  He  that  built  all  Things  is 
God  »  We  may.  therefore,  fairly  argue,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  That  God  who  buili  all  Things:  for,  "By  Him  were 
all  Things  created,"  &c. 

There  are  innumerable  Scriptures  besides  appUed  to 
Christ,  which,  can  never  be  unde.stood  ;''*-»  ^^J^-^" 
ledging  his  Deity.  But  seeing  that  he  is  both  CREATOR 
and  SAVlOUE.of  the  World,  He  can  be  no  other,  than 
««  GOD  OVER  ALL."  • 
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lor,  He  16 '  infinitely  exalted'  above  all  Cjfea- 
tures,  and  is  the  Almighty  and  unchange- 
able God. 

fie  that  can  rise  from  the.  Perusal  of  these 
Proofs,  unmoved  by  the  Evidence  they  afford 
to  the  great  Doctrine  of  the  Divine  Redeem- 
er, we  may  surely  apply  the  same  Language 
of  Expostulation  in  which  our  Lord  address- 
ed  the  Jews.—"  O !  ye  of  little  Faith !"  No 
Reasoning,  ho  moral  Demonstration  will  suffice 
him,   who  will   not  receive,    with'  Simplicity 
and  Meekness,  the  plain  Words  of  Scripture. 
— We  refer  him  to  the  Evangelist,  the  Com- 
panion   and    Friend  of   Christ, — We    intreat 
him  seriously  and  candidly  to  weigh  his  Tes- 
timony,   and  the  Testimony  of  S<fripture  at 
large,  against  the  Surmises  of  his  own  limit- 
ed Understanding ;  and  if  he  still  remain  in 
a  State  qf  Doubt  and  Unbelief,  all  further 
Argument  is  vain—**  If  he  believes   not  the 
Scriptures,  how  shall  he  believe  my  Words." 

**  So  that  Two  whole  and  perfect  Natures, 
that  is  to  say,  the  Godhead  and  Manhood, 
were  joined  together  in  One  Person,  never  to 
be  divided ;  whereof  is  one  Christ,  very  God; 
aiid  v^ry  Man." 
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All  ^18  was  faily  declared  at  his  Conoep- 
tio&:  (off  when  the  Virgin  Mary  doubted 
the  Salutation  of  the  Angel,  saying.  How 
can  these  Things  be?  was  answered,  ^^  the 
fioly  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the 
Power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee ; 
therefore  also  That  Holy  Thing  which  shall 
be  bom  of  thee,  shall  be  called  the  SON 
OF  GOD/' 

Could  stronger  Terms  be  devised  to  ex- 
press  the  Assumption  of  the  Human  Nature 
by  the  Divine?— Is  it  not  reasonable  to  con- 
clude, that  the  sacred  Penmen  often  make 
Mention  of  the  Son  of  God,  with  an  Eye 
to  this  mysterious  and  inefiable  Inpamation? 
and  is  it  not  certain,  that  the  Person  whom 
St.  John,  at  the  End  of  his  Gospel,  calls 
"Christ,  the  Son  of  God,"  is  the  same  with 
bim  whom,  at  the  Beginning  of  it,  he  styles 
^*  the  Word  that  was  with  God,  and  was 
God;"  and,  if  so,  is  not  the  Sense  of  the 
latter  Passage,  determinable  by  the  prece- 
ding?—And, 

As  at  his  Birth  ;  so,  after  his  Death, ''  He 
was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
Power  by  his  Resurrection  from  the  JDead;" 
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which  cleared  up  a  thousand  Difficulties* 
and  amounted  to  a  full  Demonstration  of 
his  Divinity:  for  he  is  called  by  the  Wit- 
nesses of  this  important  Fact,  ^'The  Holy 
One,  and  the  Just:  and  the  Prince  of 
Life,'"  in  different  Places :  which,  beyond  all 
Doubt,  are  Titles  appertaining  to  the  Supreme 
God. 

Many  are  the  Passages  in  Scripture,  (a» 
collateral  Proofs,)  which  might  here  be  ad- 
duced :  but  having  already  exceeded  the 
intended  Length  of  the  present  Section,  1 
shall  refer  them  to  the  next* 


VOL.    II.  o 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PART  XII. 


ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT- 


The  Divinity  cf  Christ  proved  from  his 
Pre-existence. 


In  Confirmation  of  the  Doctrine  already 
adiranced,  respecting  the  Divinity  of  pur 
Blessed  Saviour^  and  his  Existence  with  the 
Eather  from  Everlasting ;  it  may  be  neces- 
sary Xo  cite  some  of  the  many  express  De- 
clarations .of  .Scripture,  which  .assert  that 
Christ  was  in  HeaveQ  with  God»  and  Par« 
taker  with  Him  in  Glory,  before  his  Incar- 
nation and  Appearance  in  the  World. 

As  First,  <'  No  Man  hath   ascended  into 
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Heaven,  but  he  that  came  down  from 
Heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man,  who  is  in 
Heaven." 

The  Son  is  here  said  to  have  **  come 
down  from  Hfei^^n/':  Jn;  Hespect  of  the 
Union  of  his  Divinity  with  haman  Nature, 
and  his  special  Residence  here  on  Earth  ; 
and  yet.e^^^jf  sai4  still  .to  be.**  in  Heaven," 
(i.  e.)  in  Respect  of  bis  Divinity,  by  which 
He  is  every  where  present:  And,  He  that 
•'came  down  from  Heaven,"  is  called, '*  the 
Son.  of  Mnin>"  by  Ib^  $mn^  Figure  ^^%,  ^is 
Blood  his  elsewbeiH^  \ci»Ue4»  t'  The  Blood  of 
God,"  (Acts  XX.  28.)  The  Apostle  ascribing^ 
to  one  Nature  what  is  proper  to  the  other: 
This  we  take  to  be  the  most  natural  and 
e&sy  Sens^  of  this  Text,  '  arid  most  agree- 
able to*   the  Tenor  of  the  New  Testament. 

'  Agftia,  '^  Wha^,  and  if  ye  ste  the  Soa 
of  Man  asceiid  up  where  be  waft  belbfet  V 
&o  that  if  he  really  ^scehded  up  into 
Heaven  after  his  Resurrectkn^  He  was 
really  there  before' bis    Incanation.    Again^ 

s   ■  ... 

HayiQg  solemnly  assured  the  Jews  that 
Le    **  proceeded     for^h    frOm    Oodv   act    Ai> 
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FiUMT,*^  and  being  lAtetirogated  l^hether 
he  were  greater  tban  their  Father  Abraham  ;** 
concluded  the  Discourse  with  that  remark- 
able A;3serti(Hi,  **  before  Abraham  was,  I 
am"  —  It  IB  doubtless  tp  bis  own  etemali 
Pre-exidtence  '  and  Glory,  that  he  thos  eat* 
phatically  riefers  in  Language  appropriate, 
neither  to  Man  nor  Angel,  but  not  impro- 
bably allifsive^  in  its  mysterious  Singularity, 
to  that  august  Style  in  which,  as  Jehovah^ 
be  bad  announced  himsell,  and  indeed  bad 
e:i[pounded  his  Name  to  Moses  and  Israel, 
''  I  am  that  I  am,*  —  *'  Before  Abrahamr 
was  I  AM."  (*)  Had  he  said,  "  Before  Abraham 


(*)  It  hath  be^ii  prooouoced  in  a  l«te  extraor^ 
Sinary  Production^  distinguished  at  least  as  ttru^  by 
Strength  of  Assertion,  as  by  Force  of  Argmn^nt,-^ 
that  "a  Person,  who  has  not  pard ' parttcolar  Atten^ 
tton  to  the  Subject,  would  be  surprised  to  find,  how^ 
very  few  Texts  there  artf  which  even  «eem,  directly  t<^ 
asserr,  the  Prb-existbkcb  07  Christ.'*— How  tbia 
matter  may  appear  to  those  who  have  ^'^nat  paid  pai^ 
ticular  Attention  to  the  Subject,**  1  leave  to  the  AaHhor 
of  this  Work  to  determine.  With  those,  who  Atfve, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  what  nmst  be  the  Reeeptioa 
of  an  Observation  so  directly  opposed,  not  ini>re  to  felte 
plain  and  uniform  Language  of  Scripture,  than  to  every 
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tms,    I    Vas,    'it  would     have    sufficteitljr 


Conclusion  of  a  jdst  and  rational  Criticism  applied  to 
tliesaered  Text.    Bold  tiowerer  as  this  'Writer  appeacs 
in:A8fterti6n,.iie  seems  by  no  means  deficient  :io  Pru- 
dence;   for    whikt   he    affirms,    that    even  those  fern 
Tei^iSp  ,(aa  be  chnses   to   represent    them^)    furnish   no 
real    Support*    to    the    Doctrine  they    are    adduced  to 
confirm;    he  has  on  this,    as    on    almost    every  other 
Position  throughout  his  Book  affecting  the  Interpreta- 
tion of*  Scri^iire,  ^declined  exposing  his  .Proo/* to  hazard* 
Yf-e   ftve   i:«ferre4»   ^Qdeed,    to  ^' the  '.Commentary    of! 
GrotitiSp  I  Dr.  Lardner'^.  Letter  on  the  Logos,  Mr.  Liad- 
sey's  Apology  for  resigning  the    Vicarage  pf  Catterick, 
and  the  Sequel  to  that'  Apology,  Hopton  Haynes    on 
the  Attributes    of  God,    and  Dr.    Priestley's    History 
of   early    Opinions."     These,  we  are    told,    will  com- 
pletely lOTertttrn  the.  unscriptural    Notion^  of  the  Pre-ex- 
utience,  of  Christ.      And    this    they  are    to    accomplish, 
by,  •  shewiqg,    that    all  such     Passages,  as    contribute 
to  its   Siuppqrty    ''axe  either  interfolated,  corrupted,    or 
n^^^mder^tDod^^ — fsee  Mr.    Thomas    BelshanCs     Review    of 
Mr.  WUberforce's    Treatise,    pp.  272,  273.)    Entrenched 
.hel^nd  diis  oddly  marshalled  Phalanx,   this  Gentleman 
,&€^Is    perfectly    secure.      It    seems    indeed    somewhat 
strange,    that,    encouraged  by  such  powerful  Aid,  he 
has  not    thought    fit,    to  offer  a  single  Text,    in   Sup- 
l»or,t  of    his  >0M(ii    Opinion  ;    nor  a  Confutation  of   any 
4>9e  .of  those,    which  have  been  urged  by   his  Adver- 
•eari«S:M  Defence  of  theirs*  In 
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•  In  the  ?  Face  howeverji  oC  this :  polemic  rAfn^t*  andiin 
defiance  -  of  those .:  extraordinaty :  Bowers  of  ^  Moidifyin|( 
Scripture  which  .  we  \  find  here  ascribed  to .  jt«  1  r  have^ 
not 'hesitated  to.  cite,  the  Passages  already  referred,  ta.* 

And  when  we  find  the  great  Person  who  is  there 
spoken  of,  described  repeatedly ^  as  having  come  down 
from  Heatetif  as  from  a  place  of  settled  abode  prievious 
to  his  Appearance  among  Men,  (see  John  iii«  13.  31. 
iv.  38.  62.  xiii.  3.  xvi.  28,  &c.):  when  we  find  him  de- 
clared by  St.  Paul  (i  Cor,  xv.  470  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Lord  from 
Heaven:  and  again  (Phil.  ii.  6,  7,  8.)  to  have  been  fit 
the  Form  of  God,  yet  to  have  taken  upon  him  the  Form 
of  a  Servant,  and  to  have  been  made  in  the  Likeness  of 
Man  :  when  again  we  find  him  represented  (Heb.  i,  2,  3.) 
as  that  Beiogi  by  whom  God  made  the  Worlds;  and  as 
the  Brightness  of  his  Glory:  which  6l,0HT,  as  has  been 
already  noticed,  he  had  with  God  before  the  World  was : 
and  when  again  we  are  told  (CqIoss.  i,  15,  16.)  that 
he  is  the  Image  of  th^  invisible  God;  and  that  by  him 
were  all  Things  created,  that  are  in  Heaven,  and  that 
are  in  Earth :  when  these,  and  namerous  other  Passages 
of  the  same  Import,  are  to  be  met  in  the  Evangelic 
and.  Apostolic  Writings,  and  the  whole  Tenor  of  Scrip- 
ture is  found  perfectly  .corresponding ;  1  own,  lean 
not  ifeel.  this;  essential  Article  of  the  Christian  'Faith 
much  endangered^  either  from  *  the  Confidence  .  of  this 
Writer's  Assertions,  or.  from  the  Force  of  those  Ar- 
guments, under  whose  .mighty  Shade  he  is  cont^Qt  tri- 
umphantly to  repose.  As 
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believe  him  to   be  the  Truths    and  to  spmk 


As  la  feme  other  T^xtB^  which  speak  of>  Obrstt's  Ex- 
ifte^oe,  before  hie  Inc&rnatioii :  as  that  he  was  **  glorifieil 
wMi  the  Father,  before  the  World  was ;''  and  thts^ 
^'Before  Abraham  was,  1  am;"  and  the  Like;  the  So* 
cinians  interpret  thus, — that  he  was  glorified  with  his 
Father  before  ihe  World  was  :  —  and  that.  Before 
Abraham  was,  fle  was»  (viz)  in  the  Divine  Fore-know- 
ledge and  Decree :  But  then  surely  they  do  not  con- 
sider that  this  is  nothing  but  what  might  have  been 
said  of  any  other  Man,  and  even  of  Abraham  himself^ 
that  ^'  before  he  was/'  (i.  e.)  before  he  had  a  real  and 
actual  Existence,  He  was  in  the  'Purpose  and  Decree 
-of  6od,  (i.  e.)  before  he  was,  God  intended  he  should 
be:  a  Sense'  this  so  very  flat,  that  we  can  hardly 
abstam  from  saying  it  is  ridiculous.-^— For  certainly  our 
Saviour  did  intend^  by  saying  this  of  himself,  to  give 
himself  some  Preference  and  Advantage  above  Abraham, 
which  this  Sense  and  Interpretation  does  not  in  the 
least  do:  because,  of  any  other  Man,  as  well  as  of  our 
blessed  Saviour,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  he  was  in 
the  Fore-knowledge  and  Decree  of  God  before  Abraham 
was  born. 

These  Instances  are  given  as  a  Specimen  of  the  Mode 
of  reasoning,  by  which  those  enlightened  Commentators 
to  whom  Mr.  Belsham  refers,  have  been  enabled  to  ex^^ 
plain  away  the  direct  and  evident  Meaning  of  Scripture. 
I  have  adduced  these  Instances,  from  the  Arguments  which 
they  have  used  relating  to  the  Pre^existence  of  Christy 
as  going  to  the  very  essence  of  their  Scheme  of  Oris* 
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iianitjf,  (if  fHch  it  can  be  called,)  aad  ^  beipg  tome  of' 
thpse  on  whicli  they  priocipally  reljr* 

They  expose  the  HoIIowvesa  of  the  Groand  oa  which 
these  high-soondiog  Oentleoiea  take  their  dtand,  whilst 
.ikej  truq^pet  f^rth  their  9wn  extensire  l^nowledge*  and 
Che  IgRoraace  of  those,  who  differ  from  theia«  Theso 
few  Instances  may  serye  to  give  him  some  Idea^  of  the 
Fairness  of  their  Pretensions,  and  the  Soundness  of  their 
Oriticisni,  IjEe  may  be  stilt  betCer  able  to  form  a  Judg* 
ineat  of  their  Powers  i«  scriptural  Exposition,  when  he 
linds  upotf  Tria)^  that  the  Pormalae  of  Inlerpreiatldn, 
which  baTe  been  a|iplied  to  expUin  away  the  Nottorf* 
of  Christ's  Pre^existence,  from  the  Passages  that  havr 
been  cited,  m^y  be  employed  with  the  best  Success  itt 
Arguing  away  snich  a  Meanings  from  any  Fprip  of  Sxr 
pressioa  tbat  ca^  be  desrised. 

Thus,  for  Example,  had  it  been  directly  asserted^  that 
^ur  Lord  had  exis|;ed  for  Agesi  before  lys  Appearance 
pn  this  World  z  it  is  replied,  all  this  is  true^  in  tht  De- 
cree ^  Godf  but  it  by  no  Means  relates  to  an  actual 
^xistenc^.  Pad  Christ,  as  a  Prpof  of  bis  having  existed . 
pripr  tp.  his.  Incarnation,  expressly  declared,  that  all 
Tbiqgs  had  been  created  by  him:  the  Answei"  is  ob- 
viousT-rbe  must  have  been  ordained  by  the  Diviiitf 
Mind,  long  before  he  can^e  into  Being,  as  by  himl 
it  bad  been  decreed,    that  the   great'   fnorU '  Creatioit^ 

VOL-    II.  .     .       ? 
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ing    to    the    Words    as    they    how    stand/ 

ifjiereby  a  new  Pe9ple  should  be. raised  up  to  God,  was 
to  be  wrought.  Should  he  ^^q  yet  farther,  aud  affirm 
that  he  had  resigned  the  God -like  Station  which  he 
filled,  and  degraded  himself  to  the  mec^n  Condition  of 
Man:  a  ready  Solution  is  had  for  this  also — he  made 
n^  ostentatious  Display  of  his  miraculous  Powers,  but' 
offered  himself  to  the  W^orld  like  an  ordinary  Man.  'If 
any  .^ stronger  Forms  of  Expression  should  be  used 
(and  stronger  can  scarcely  be  had^  without  recurring 
to  the  Langqage  of  Scripture)  they  may  all  b6  disposed^ 
of  in  li\ie  Manner. 

Besides,  it  is  to  be  obsenred  further,  that  our  Savipur 
does  not  say,  f'  Before  Abrahani  .was,  I  wm  ;  but 
''Before  Abraham  was,  1.  AM^"  which  is  the  proper 
Kame  of  God;  whereby  is  signified  the  eternal  Dera- 
tion and  Permanency  of  his  Being  ;  in  which  Sens^  h« 
is  said  by  the  Apostle,  to  be  '*  the  sa^ie  Yesterday , 
to-Day,  and  for  ever."  And  so  likewise  in  the  Revela- 
tions,  '*  r  am  A  and  H ;  The  Beginning  and  the  Ending 
saitli  the  Lord  ;  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which 
is  to  come,  the 'ALMIGHTY.'^ 

.  And,  that  this  is  spoken  of  the  $on,  we  may  see  in  th^' 
fame  Chapter,  where  he  saith  of  himself  ''1  am  the 
Tirst,  and  t  am  the  Last :  and  so  likewise  he  describes 
himself  again,  *'  I  am  A  and  p,  The  Beginning  and  the 
End,  the  first  and  the  LasV'  And  that  we  might  not 
doubt  who  It  19  that  thiis  describes  his  own  Eternity. 
He,  continuing  still  to  speak  in  the  same  Person,  saith, 
^^  J  Jesus  have  sent  mine  Angel/'  &c.  After 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Proved  fr^m  Mb  t^e-€xistence.       115 

liiiless   we.  allow    him    to    be    the    Eternal 
God.  C) 


After  this,  I  shall  only  obKerve,  that  all  these  £x« 
pressions  are  commou  Descriptions  which  the  Scripture 
gives  of  the  Eternity  of  God,  whose  Being  is  commen- 
surate to  all  the  seven&l  Respects  of  Duration,  PA^'^T, 
PKESENT,  and  TO   COME. 

"  Besides,  the  Attribute,  ^'  Almighty,"  (a  Part  also 
of  this  Description,)  is  so  peculiarly  a  Property  6i  God» 
(i.  e,)  of  him  who  is  God  by  Nature,  that  the  Scripture 

never  gives  it  to  any  other. 

-  (^)  That  Christ  was  in' another  State  of  Existence 
before  his  Incarnation,  we  know  (n6t  only  from  what 
our  SaViour  'says,  of  bis  being  before  Ahraham^  iind  of 
the  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  '  tht 
World  woBjWid  of  ascending  to  Heaven^  «l^^«re  hdioasbejhre, 
but)  from  the  single  Passage  at  the  beginning  of  St. 
John's  Gospel,  which  Gciesbach  declares  to  be  a  Proof 
of.  Christ's  Divinity  above  all  Exception  and  Refutation. 

•  That  Christ  had  Existence  before  'bis  Incarnation, 
as  the  Scriptures  abundantly  testify,  a  few  Passages 
will   prove*  <•...» 

John  the  Baptist  was  bom  before  Christ;  yet  John  saith 
of  him,.  "He  was  BEFORE  me:"— Aga»n»  "Before 
Abraham  was  I  am,*'  a  Mode  of  Speaking,  which  none 
but  the  self  existent  God  can  use.  Again,  "  They  tempted 
Christ  in  the  Wilderness." — "  The  Spirit  of  Christ  was  in 
the   Prophets    under  the  Old   Testament:" — "He   was 
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Father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  seer  m]^  D^ty  :^, 
and  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad  :"  He  rejoiced 
in  the  Promise,  that  ^^  in  bis  Seed  all  the 
Nations  of  the  Earth  should  be  blessed  V\ 
—  He   understood    it    to  rt^fer  to    a  ^tuce 


l^fpre  sH  ThiDgs/'— "He  had    gl^ry  nhh  tlie  FathcF 
^fore  the  WprW  waa.*' 

^  If  Jestt9  Chiist  had  do  Ezistenct  before  his  lacar^ 
setioD',  how  can  the  Scriptures  be  true,  which  assert^ 
*'  TM  he>  who  was  rich,  fov  our  Sake  be^ane  po^— 
i)iat  hf9  ^anie  from  ^eaTeft^9ame  f^rth  fr^ni:tfie  K%r 
l)ief»  and  came  into  the  World-^Wa^  the  Loti  ham. 
HeaTen^took  part  0f  Ileah  and  ])Ai>oid--of  liie  SeeA 
ff  ^6raton  1'^  ;df€. 

1  would  ask  here  a  few  Questions,  lPirsl:-^Bow 
eould  Israel  sin  against  One  that  was  not  in  Being, — 
4nd  how  cbnid  the  Spirit  of  Christ  speak  in  the 
Pffopbet«9  V  he  hiMtelf  had  no  Ezistence.-tr  Was 
Chrbt  rtcb  m  this  World?— if  noli  it  mnst  be  befoul 
he  eame  into  it.  How  can  it  be  said  of  Christ,  tbajl 
he  took  our  Nature,  if  he  had  no  othey  Nature  be- 
loFO  he  took  to  it —If  Jesus  Christ  did  exist  be- 
fore be  took  our  Nature;  hefove  Abraham,  and  before 
Ae  World  ;  what  was  he,  if  not '  tb6  SeW-ezistent  God  ? 
^'*  God  was  in  Christ^^the  Bternal  Godhead  eiisted 
in  him 
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%^w^io^\S9(^  tie  eji^te^  inJb^  PimipeoU 
^Tbe  .jfef^s^  uiid^rst^ad  J^ui^  tosay)  tba^ 
AJbr^rb^fg  bad  seeii  Jbimialiue; — iipoa  wUcli, 
the;  a^k^.  liimi  w^(h  a  natjaral  Iiicredolity^ 
"Thoi|  ^x^  m^  yet  ;fifty  yea»  old,  anid  has^ 
thou  seen  Abn^api  ?"-^  Ouf <  Saviour  attswerei 
them,  according  to  their  own  Sense  of  the 
Woi*ds,  in,  the  Affirmative.  —  From  their 
Misapprehension  he  takes  Occa3ion  to  place 
•  his  Superiority  to  Abrahaip  in  a  fresh  Point 
of  View  ;  and  tells  the  Jews,  that  although^ 
as ,  a  M an»  he  was  liy  many  Years  younger 
than  that  Patriarch,  yet  that  he  existed 
before  him. 

Tbis  was^  ta  Fact^  declaring  kimself  to 
be  the  Messiah^  whose  Pre-existeMei  wa9 
a  received.  Notion  among  the  Jews.  In 
this  Sense  the  Jewi  anderstood  it;  and 
perceiving  that  Jesus  professed  bimsdf  the 
Messiah,  they  no  longer  set  any  Bounds 
to  their  Anger,  but  '^  took  up  Stones  ta 
cast   at  him." 

If  it  be  asked,  why  should  that  Profes- 
sion of!  M^f^i^hipf  upon  tb^  Pairt  of  Our 
(Javiour*  bav^.  exiQited  in  the  breasts  of  the 
Jew9  au^  a,  Tra^i^pprt  of  B^^ !— We  re|^y^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


na       .^      l^e^Divimlyof  dirist     • 

b'et^^qsfr  thfey^  expected '  their  'Messiah  to' be 
K^  Ditine  'Ptrson^  the  Son  of  6od;  and 
therefore,  considered^  it  -nothing'  ^bort  of 
Blasphemy  y  foran '  ofascare  and  *  mean  I^di- 
vidiial,  such 'as  Jesus  appeared  to  be,  to 
lay  Ck4rti   to'  that  Character. 

So  again,  When  our  Lord  deqlar^d^^.^^in 
the  plainest  and  most  ,  direct  Terras,^  his 
intimate  Union  with  X5od,  .*M,  and  my 
Father  are  One ;"  the  Jews  uijderstoQd 
him,  as  every  common  Reader,  or  Hearer 
must,  in  (he  obvious  Sense  of  the  Words ; 
^^  and  they  took  up  Stones  again  to  ^stone 
him :"  —  And  when  he  enquired  of  them 
for  i^/^hi^b^  of  .his'  goo4  Works  they  treated 
him  tlm9^  they  answered  him;  ^^  for  a /good 
Work,  we,  stone  liuee  ;  not ;  but .  for  J9/a5- 
j^^f^aity ;  and  becajose  ttioq^  being  a  Mdn^ 
makeBt  thyself  God" 

'  The  Blasphemy  which  the  Jews  imputed 
to  our  Lord,  consisted  in  his  assuming  the 
Title,  "  Son  of  God^^  which  they  considered 
to  belong  exclusively  to  the  Messiah. 

'  It  is  to^  be  remarked',  that  io  his  Disciples, 
arid  to*  the  Womariof  iSawiarm,  he  avoxved 
himsdif  ^  the  Christ ;  to-  the  Scribes  *  and  Pha- 
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risees  tie  ftpl)ke  ofibimself  under  the  Api>ffUa- 
tidn  of  the  Son  of  Gqd. 

Now,  the  Assumption  of  the  Messiahship 
was  not  blasphemy,  unless  it  was  considered 
ta  be .  the  Assumption  of  'a  Divine  Cha-* 
racter;  and  that  it  was  so  understood  by 
the  Jews,  appears  from  the  Interrogatioa- 
of  the  High-Priest,  when  *'  he  asked  him, 
•  and  said  unto  him,  Art  thou,  the*  Christ, 
(or  Messiah,)  the  Son  of  the  Blessed? — 
And  Jesus  said,  I  am;  And  ye  shall  see 
the  Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  Right  Hand 
of  Power,  and  coming  in  the  Clouds  of 
Heaven. — Then  the  High- Priest  rent,  his 
Clothes,  and  said,  What  need  we  any 
further  Witness?  Ye  hav^  heard  the  Blas- 
phemy, v/h^i  think  ye  ?  and  they  all  condemne/l, 
him  to  be  guilty  of  Death."  (*) 

(*)  Mr.  Bekham  says^  tb^ii  *^  Christ  djed  npt,  in  any 
S^nse  whatever,  to  make  Atonemeat  to  God  for  Sin,  but 
as  a  Martyr,  to  the  J'ruth,  and  a^  a  necess^y  Prelimniary 
to  his  Resurrection.  (P.  450.)  Christ  certainly  died  as 
a  Martyr  to  the >  Truth.  But  Mr.  Belsham  does  not 
inform  us  what  Truth;  nor  does  he  seem  aware  of 
t^  Truth,  to  which  Christ  bore  Witness  at  his  Trial, 
and  which  he  confirmed  by  his,  Death.     Christ  was 

CRUCIFIED  FOR  CALLING  HIMSELF  THE    SoN^     6F  GoD, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


«a  The  Dmnihf  of  Christ 

l^rotn  a  Comparison  of  these  Passages,  iitr 
is  plain,  that  the  Je^^s  apph'ed  to  the 
Jilessiah  the  Title,  ''Son  of  God;''  In  a 
Sense  which  implied  some  sort  of  Participatioii, 
in  the  Divine  Nature:  that  Jesus  adopted 
the   Appellation,  and  applied  it  to  himself, 


THB  Son  op  the  Blesssd,  *'  The  High  Priest  asked 
binny  Art  thdu  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  fhe  Blessed  ?  And. 
Jesns  said,  1  am."  This  ^^nsw^r  decided  the  Trial*  He  ' 
w^s  condemned  to  Oeath  for  Blasphemy.  Jn  what  the 
JGflasphemy  consisted  we  learn  from  another  Passage 
pf  the  Gospel :  **  For  a  good  Work  we  stone  thee  not, 
jbut  for  Blasphemy  ;  and  because  that  ^hou,  being  a' 
Man,  makest  thyself  God." 

The  great  Truth,  therefore,  for  which  Christ  died^^ 
was  not,  that  there  will  be  another  Life  after  this, 
(which  the  ITnitarians  seem  to  suppose  was  the  priu^ 
cipal  Object  of  his  Mission)  for  the  High  Priests  andj 
Pharisees,  and  the  general  Body  of  the  Jewish  Natiop, 
were  already  Believers,  in  that  Doctrine  ;  bnt  that  he 
was  "  the  Son  of  God,''—"  thje  Son  of  ^he  Blessed,"  ^nd 
that  in  a  Sense,  which  his  Accusers  called  Blasphemy, 
by  ''making  himself  God,^'  and  "equal  to  God/'— 
«' For,  this  Cause  (saith  he)  came  I  unto  this  Houir^ 
that  1  might  bear  witness  unto  the  Truth  :'- — that  he 
was  the  $on  of  God^  In  tTiii  it  was  that  He  wrtT 
nessed  a  gopd  Confession  :  "  dying  ^  Martyr  to  the 
Truth.^  the  great  Truth,  which  the  ITiiitapans  reje,ct— 
^e  truth  df  his  Divinity.  ' 
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in  a  Afaaper  ^Mch  asserted  that  Partici- 
{lation ;  (*)  find  t|iat,  in  Consequence,  the 
Jew3  accused  him  of  ^laspkemjf.  They 
liaew  the  Birth,  Parentage,  ^fkd  Co|iditio« 
of  the  Man  Jesus ;  whereas,  they  expected 
^be  l^essiab  would  qpiake  his  first  Aj>pearance 
;l]pon  Earth  in  Bethlekim,  b|it  that  4o  Ma|i 
ironld  kiio\ir  his  Qrigiu— ^Tbis  appefirs  from 
St.  Joh^^s  Description  of  the  Hesitation  ex-* 
ptessed  by  the  People,  when  they  heardt 
Jesus  speaking  boldly  in  the  Temple  •:  ^'  D9 
^he  Rulers  know  iiideed,  jthat  this  Man 
23  the  .very  Christ  ?  —  Howfieit,  tve  ktio^ 
this  Man  ;p  hence  he  is^  But  when  C!Jirii^ 
cpmetbf  no  S^an  know^th  whence  he  is.  (f) 

(•)  "  Tke  Son  pf  God,*'  and  ':*  ttie  Christ,^'  are  cqui- 
araient  Te:rms. — Martha  sftid,  **  1  hclieye  that  thou  a^ 
jtfae  Christy  th^  Son  of  Gloi  :"— St  t^eter^  ^  Thou  a^ 
the  Christ,  Ahe  Soa  of  the  Uvipg  God  :^'— 8i.  Johd^ 
^^^ .Jesus  is  the  Christ/  ".ifesiis  is  t^e  Son  of  ^Qd/^ — afid 
again^  .'^^Jesu^  js  ihe  Christ,  the  Si^  of  Go4-^ 

(t)  For  the  Trjuth  of  this  A9i»ereion  tre  ^eply  in  01^ 
Sa^riourVi  WQi«ds,  ''  Ve  both  jkruo^v*  nhe,  kti,A  fe  knchr 
whence  1  ani::  and  I  atHfeiot  4iom^  <^  ftiyself:  jbiltJil^ 
^tiat  sent  nie  is  trae;  whofid  y«  k^ow  tiot.  ButlkiMir 
tiim ;  for  I  am  from  hiia,  and  he  h^A  sii^t  me."      A 
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-^Whilst  others  said,  Shair  Christ  come  out 
of  Galilee?  Hath  not  the  Scripture  said, 
that*  Christ  comet h  of  the  Seed  of  David, 
dta*  out  of  the  .Town  of  Bethlehem,  where 
Uavid  Was?"     <  .         -   .         , 

r  UpQp  the  whole,  it  is  apparent,  ..that,  the 
Jews  entertained  very  high,  and  magaificeut, 
though  perhaps  somewhat  indefinite,  Notions, 
of  the  Dignity    of  their    expected  Messiah  ; 


The  un^iscoyerable  Origin,  of  the  Messiah  was  a 
comiQoii  Persuasion  amongst  the  Jews,  as '  we  find  in 
thai  Confession,  '^  When  Christ  cometh,  no  Man  knoweth 
whence  he  is." — The  Prophet  and  the  Apostle  «ay 
of  Christ,  ^'who  shall  declare  his  Generation?" — 
Consistently  with  these .  mysterious  Intimations,  our 
Saviour  said  **  Before ,  Abraham  was,  1  am :"— <«  That 
ye  may  know  that  I  am  Hef' — **1  came  down  from 
Heaven;^ — f' 1  and 'my  Father  are  One;" — and  spoke 
of.  the  «' Glory  which  He  had  with  the  Father  before 
the  World  was," 

But  in  the  Unitarian^, Creed  ther^  is. nothing  myste- 
rious, nothing  .but  what  was  knqwn  to  Socrates  and 
other  Gentile  Philosophers,  nothing  in  their  **  Christ  cru- 
cified," that  could  offend  a  Jew,  or  Greek,  or  Maho- 
metans'—An indisputable  Proof,  that  their  Christ  is  np^ 
(the  Christ, of  the  New  Testament;  and  that  Unitarian-* 
ism  it  not  the  Religion  of  the  Gospel. 
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and  our  Savtonr,  &r  from  insinuating  that 
those  Notions  where  unfounded,  spoke  of 
himself  to  the  learned  Jews,*  under  the  moci^. 
exalted  of  all  the  Titles,  which  they  applied 
to  the.  MQS^iah,  *  and  in  Language  which 
implied  an  intimate  and  unparalleled  Union 
of  himself  with  the  Father,  in  Being,  Council, 
Power,  Will,  and  Affection.  (♦)  '   ' 


'  (*)  We  would  remark  here,  the  Manner  in  which  our 
Lord,  on  all  Occasions,  spoke  of  Gk>d,  as  the  Father^ 
in  Contradistinction  to  Himself,  as  the  Son  ;  and  of  the 
still  more  peculiar  Expression  of  my  Father^  which  be 
used  without  any  Qualification  or  Distinction:  whereas, 
in  addressing  .his  Disciples,  he  spoke  of  God,  '  as  off 
**  their  Heavenly  Father  ;**  **  their  Father  ^  which  isin  Het^ 
venJ* — Christ  hath  directed  us  to  say  **  Our  Father;  a 
Torm  of  Speech,  which  he  never  used  hinisielf. — Some- 
times' he  calls  Yarn  **  the  Father;*^ — sometimes  '^**'your 
Father  ;^^  but  never  Our^  He  makes  no  siich  Compa- 
rison o(ut  to  himself,  as  to  make  no  Distinctiba  betweeli 
ut  and  himSel/^  •      .  v        . 

Although  1  would  not  lay  any  great  Stress  upon  this 
Mode  of  Expression^  in  these  Instances;  yet,  when*  we 
take  into  .Consideration  the  Manner  in  wHich  our  Sd- 
viour  spoke  of  God  as  his  Father,  aiid  as  the  Father 
of  his  Disciples,  but  not  under  the  common  Term  of  ojy 
Father,  this  disjunctive  Description  appears  worthy  of 
Remark.  i' 
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\f 


Again,  II  is  said,  tbtit  *>  Jesus  bnowiE^ 
iUat  the  Father  httd  given  all  Things  in^o 
liis  Hands,  and  that  He  catne  /rem  God^ 
and  went  to  God.** 

Again,  "Tb.e  Fatjher  himself  loveth  yoiTy 
Wanse  ye  have  loved  me,  apd  have  believe<f 
that  I  came  out  from  God.'— "  1  came  fortb 
from  the  Father,  and  am  come  into  the  World ;. 
againr  I  leave  the  World,  and  gjo  to  the  Fa- 
ther.'- (♦)— rTbia  vi^  so  very  plain,  th^t  hi» 


(^)  Tbe&e  Worda^  ao  pressed  the  SxKiniam,  that  in 
Order  ta  avoid  lb«  Foree  of  then',  which  they  can^ 
not  dieny,  affirm  respectiiig  them,  that  oar  SaYioiir, 
gone  TiiB^  beforr  bis  T^jattiBLij^^  on  Us  public  Ministryr 
(they  oannat  agvee  precisely,  tghen,)  was  tf^kea  up  into 
Heaven  (as  MaHmet  afterwards  pretended,)  and^  Then 
and  There  had  the  Will  of  God.  v^vealed  to  hifOyr  and 
waa  sem  dotirn  ivow  Bt.aTea  again,  to  make  it  know» 
«o  the  Worfdu 

JNoWr  this  IB  90  Tery  arbitrary  avd  precarious  a  Stip-^ 
Aosjitioiii,  as  scaree  deserves  an  Answer ;  For,  is  it  to  be 
supposed,'  that,  in  all  the  various  Prophecies  respecting 
our  L<yrd,;  oalling  Mm  I^manuel,  "  God  with  as,"  and 
|!eachin|[  to  alk  Things  relating  to  him ;  and  in  so  exact 
an  History  of  our  SavioHrs  Life,  written  by  seyeral  Per-* 
t^ouw^  the  ReJatioa  o#  so  important  a  Matter  as  this,  and 
of  the  Circumstaneea.  of  it,,  should  be  wholly  omitted  t 
Tbatve  should  bafe  »  particular  Aeooant  of  bia  beiA^^ 
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0iiici|d€6,  who  were  slow  of  AppfebMsioii 
in .  other  Thiogs^  yet  understood  Tbi9  so  weU» 

carried  into  Egypt  in  his  iBfancy,  and  of  the  Time  when 
he  was  broaght  back  from  thenoe  ^««-0f  his  ditpntiiig  ia 
Ibo  Temple  with  the  Jewish  Boetoia,  aod  pyttaag  ihcit 
lo  Sileooe,  when  he  was  but  twelre  Years  of  Age :— -A 
paneliial  Relation  of  his  being  baptised  bj  John :  aad 
after  that,  ''  ted  by  the  Spirit  mto  the  Wilderness  to  be 
tempted  of  the  Devil/'  and  was  carried  by  that  evil 
Spirit  from  one  Place  to  another;  But  not  one  Word, 
either  in  the  Prophets,  or  Etangelists*  or  Apostlcui,  of 
his  being  taken  up  by  God  into  Heaven,  and  of  his 
coming  down  affaio  from  thence  ;  Not  the  least  Intimsi* 
lion  either  of  tJie  Time«  or  any-  other  CiniumflytaAce  of 
the  Thing,  upon  which,  according  to  the  Socinians,  the 
Authority  of  his  Mission,  and  the  Divinity  of  his  Doc* 
trine,  so  miich  depend;  when  so  many  Things  of  much 
less  Moment  are  so  minutefy  and  so  exactly  reported 
—  What  can  be  the  Reason  of  this  deep  Silence*  in  aH 
the  Evangelists,  concerning  this  Matter?  But,  above 
all,  it  is  to  be  wondered,  that  St.  John,  who  wrote  his 
Gospel  last,  and  (Eusebius  tells -us)  on  Purpose  to 
supply  the  Omissions  of  the  other  Evangelists,  should 
give  no  Account  of  this  Matter  ;  and  yet,  as  the  So- 
cinians  suppose,  should  so  often  take  it  for  granted, 
and  refer  to  it,  as  when  it  is  said,  that  **  he  came 
forth  from  God,r — and  was  ''sent  from  God,"~and 
"  came  down  from  Heaven,"  with  several  such  like  Ex- 
pressions.   Besides^ 

According  W  this  Device^   the  Son.  of  God  did  nat 
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that  hereon  they  were  convinced  of  his  Om- 
niscience,  (which  is  an  incommunicable  Pro- 


Fir»t  come  from  Heaven  into  the  WorlA,  as  the  Scrip- 
tttres  seem  every  where  to  say ;  but  was  .  Fh:st;  Iq  the 
Worlds  and  then  ^went  to  :  fleaveu,  and  from  Theoce 
came  back  into  the  World  again.  Be  was  not  "  in  the 
Beginning;"  with  God,  but  .was  First  in  the  W.orld,  and 
afterwards' with  God  :<  Whereas,  St.  John  says,  that  the 
Word  was  ^^  in  the  Beginning,"  and  then  was  made 
Tiesfa,  and  dwelt  among  us. — Whereas,  They  say,  that 
he  FIRST  was-  made  Flesh,  and  then,  a  great  while 
after,  w&s  in  the  BEjGINNJN^  with  God,  A  Sup- 
position, not  only  contradictory,  in  itself,  but  contrary 
also,  to  all  the  Texts  already  recited.  -    » 

But  modern  ,S9cinians  have  g;iven  up  this  Figment ; 
they  seem  conscious  of  their  Inability  to  maintain  their 
old  Ground ;  and  therefore,  they  now  intimate,  that  the 
Apostles  and  Evangelists  were  mistaken,  and  that  se- 
veral Books  or  Parts  of  Scripture  are  not  authentic^ 
or  not  divinely  inspired. 

Thus  the  save  themselves  much  Trouble,  by  answer- 
ing all  our  Evidences  at  once ;  and  doubtless  they 
act  prudently  in  imitating  the  Church  of  Rome ;  con- 
stituting themselves  Judges  of  the  Scripture,  determin- 
ing what  Parts  of  it  are  Divine,  and  making  their  own 
Scheme  the  Standard  by  which  it  is  to  be  interpreted  : 
For  neither  of  these  Systenis  can  be  supported,  but  by 
a  Disregard  to  the  Word  of  God,  or  Degradation  of  it. 
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jJerty  of  the  Divinity,)  for  so  it  immediately 
follows  ;  *'  His  Disciples  said  unto  him  ;  Lord, 
now  speakest  thou  plainly,  and  speakest  no 
Proverb  : — Now  we  are  sure  that  thou  k no w- 
est  all  Things,  and  -needest  not  that  any 
Man  should  ask  thee  :  by  this  we  believe  that 
thou  earnest  forth  from  God/'  •'  *  ^ 

So'thait  either  this/  which  hath  been  ailready 
declared,  must  be. the  real  Meaning  of  our 
Saviour's  Words;  or  the  Disciples  were  grossly 
mistaken,  and  did  not  understand  himH  And, 
if  so,  our  Saviour  would  surely  have  corrected 
their  Mistake. ;  But  so  far  is  he  from  doing 
That,  that  he  allows  them  to .  havQ  understood 
him  aright:  for  thus  it  follows.;-— "Jesus  an- 
swered them,^  Do,  ye  now  ^believe?"  As  if  he 
had  said;  " I « am  glad  that,  ye  are  at: last  con* 
i^inced,  and  do.  believe  thp.t  1  came  from  God, 
and  must  return  to  him,  anc]  that  1  know  all 
Things,  which  none  but  God  can  do/' 

Now,  is  it  possible  for  any  Man  to  read  this 
Passage,  and  yet  not  be  convinced  that  the 
Disciples  understood  our  Saviour  to  speak 
literally.     Again,  ' 

?f  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  Thou  me  with 
thjne  own  self,  with  the  Glory  which  I  had 
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nrlA  Thee,    before    the  World  wafe.*"     And^ 
mgam,  a  little  after, 

'^  I  have  given  them  the  Words  ^bjch  Thou^ 
gayest  me,  ai&d  they  have  received  them,  and 
jknowQ  assuredly  that  I  came  from  Thee,  and 
that  thou  didst  send  me." 

And,  That  He  was  not  only  with  God  be- 
fore he  assumed  human  Nature,  but  also  really 
was  God,  St.  Paul  tells  us,—"  Let  this  Mind, 
(saith  he,)  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  C/hrist 
Jesus,  who  being  in  the  Form  of  God,  did  not 
ariK>gate  to  himself  to  be  equal  with  God ;'' 
(i.  e.)  He  made  no  Ostentatipn  of  his 
Divinity,  [which  was  hid  under  a  Veil  of 
human  Flesh  and  Infirmity ;  ''  bjat  he  emptied 
himself,  and  took  upon  him  the  Form  of 
a  Servant,  and  was  made  in  the  Lpkieness 
of  Men ;  and  being  found  in  Fashion  as  a 
Man,"  or  in  the  Habit  of  a  Man,  **b^  be- 
came obedient  unto  the  Death,-'  &c.  (f) 


(*)  As  the  Design  of  this  Text  is  to  recommend  Hu^ 
mility  and  Condescension,  it  would  be  but  a  yexf  low 
Instance  of  it,  ifor  a  Person  that  was  not  God,  not  to 
sssilme  to  be  equal  with  Ood  $  though  it  is  certainly  ji. 
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So  thai  if: ''  hi4  being  made  in  theJL\kafuta[ 
and  Fashion  of^  Man^'*  ;does<  signify  that -^e 
\wias  really  Man  by  his  Incarnatioxi;  tbensurely». 
''his  b0ing  in  the  Form  pf  6o€i>  i^^^en-he  took; 
u|ion  him  the  Fashion  and  Lil^epess^of.Afaa^l 
il^ust  in  all  RcffUHxn  signify,;  that  he  really ;waa. 
God  BeFORE.„he  became  Main :  fqt  whio)i;Rea-' 
son  the.vSame  Aposjtle  doth  not  faesi^t^s  to.afr. 
firm,  thsgt  y  God  was,  manifested,  in  the  Flesh/' 
an4  elsewhere  calls  him  *^the  segoudiMapy-r- 
t^jfi  JLord  from  Heaven."— Again, 

St.  Paul,    in   his  Epistle    to    Titos,  (after 

■       '  : ^ — : ; — i    ■  -         ■   ?  ■    >-^ 

irery  gre&|  Qpe»  for  a  Pjsrvon.itbat,  U  Qod,  to  coiMle-* 

scend  to  b^ccMiie  Man. 

>  .  ■  :        •       .'.:...  > 

Theee  is  fi  plaQiG;  in  Irc^aetts,  whick  will  both  iBiif* 
irate  thi?  Pass^gd,  kifd  confirm  the  Trathx>f  our  Savionr^f 
Divinity.  The  Words  are  tBese — '*.  Whercfpre,  our^Lord, 
in  the  last  Days^  snmming  up  kll  Things  in  himself,  came 
nnio  us,  not  as  he  could  tare  done/ but  as  we  Hrere*  able 
to  see  him:  For,  he  couid;.haye'come  unto  us  in  his 
incorruptible  Gfory ;  bi\t  We  stiuj^ld  not  Jiar^  been  able  to 
bear  the  Greatness  of  his  Glory/*!  . 

This  incorruptible  Glory,  ascribed  by  It'^nseus  to^oQf 
Saviour,  is  what  Justin  Martyr  calls*  *'  an  unspeakable 
Giory  and.  Form,    which  cap  not  agree  ^Uip  v^pmiptibl^ 

Things^;  \  .  _  ■       ;   .  ^^j ," 

yoL.  II.  R    ^      \  ,       ; 
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|ier  €biidact)  p«iMB  1^  »  fciar*  Jnclgmiaiv 
a«'tt»  gMMd  Motive  l»  our  ^'Hfmg'  8oliei>lyi 
li^doiulDr^  and'  foifyi  in  tiii»preieitf  Wo  rid/* 
-^Loold^  iN<  thait  M«08ed  Hope,  and'  tbe 
Iktiaw  appewihg  of  Jiie  Ifreot  God  tmd  ow 
Sin4f>dr  Jesds  Cbl*i»i''^W«Aii»diireotedoll««c 
t&  lAie  Meofid  appMrin^  0f  Jtiim  Chrirt,  M 
the  Object  ef  Cbrisfiiftn  Hope;  btrt  we  no 
wfaeve^  (I  Chink)  read  ^  ibo  t^jfpearing  igftke 
Father.— Q\a\t^,  ^ere&Mre,  as  Crod^  mttet  be 
here  dcsi^fited.— ^Ajg^ii, 

In  Jsaiah  we  r@id,  **l'bQS  «^  tl«  jLerd, 
Ae  King  of  fsrael,  and  lis  iEe^Baiar*^^I^rd 
of  Hosts,  I  am  the  Flwt,  mod  I  MR  the  Last, 
and  betades  me^a«1»  no  CM/*  flere  vie  two 
Persons  spoken  of  hj  Otm  «i|d  the  same 
Speaker,  "  The  luQuif  th|s  jBpni^  of  Israel,  aod. 
\m  Redeiewer,  the Xof4  9i  Kflrt* ;"  (?•  e.)  "The 
l4>rd.  Hie  King  oC  'hm^f  and"  Jpsos  Christ 
the  |9i9«l  «»Bedeeinin^  of  Mankind ;  and  yet* 
?oth  are  siunmad  up  ill  tbestngnlar  Nqmber 
^Oja»'.  *<  bepidM  «lipni|.  thece  is  no  God." 

7|>ia»  ivm  Christ  {in  tiie  Rev.)  frequently 
applies  to  himself:  I  am  the  First,  ^nd  | 
»m  fbe   j^st.'VCoBBequently,   He  is    ^^the 
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Redeemer,  the  Lord  ofHoste;  besides  whom 
there  is  no  God/'  For  there  caunot  be  two 
Beings  that  are  *'  the  First  and  the  Last/' 
**  The  Lord,  therefore,  the  King  of  Israel,  and 
his  Redeemer,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,"'  must  be 
one  and  the  same  in  the  Divine  Essence ;  '*  be« 
sides  whom  there  is  no  God/' 

Where  now  is  their  Assertion,  who  affirm 
that  Jesus  Christ  never  said,  He  was  God  ? — 
Is  it  possible,  for  him  to  declare  it  in  stronger 
Terms,  than  he  does  here  ?  *'  I  am  the  Firsts 
and  I  am  the  Last,*^  which  is  the  very  same 
as  to  say»  '*  Besides  Me  there  is  no  God/' 
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PART  XIIl. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT- 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  Jrom  his 
own  Assertions. 


To  plead  from  the  froegoing,  that  Christ 
doth  not  say  in  so  many  Words,  ^<  I  AM 
GOD,"  is. nothing  better  than  a  mere' So- 
phism:— for  Christ,  at.  sundry*  Times,  and  in 
divers  Manners,  hath  publicly  declared  thtit 
he  is  Thatt  which  none  but  God*  can  be.-^^^ 
And,  in  this  Way  declares  his«  Power  •  and 
Godhead  as  determinately,  as  if  he  had  ^  said, 
in  so  many  Words,  /'  I  am  the  LordGod.'[ 

"  But~we  are  not  left  to  gather  it  from  dis- 
tant Allusions^  however  conclusive ;  or  even 
from  the  Reverence,  of.his  XHsciples :  but  from 
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a  more  sure  and  infallible  Testimony  \  even 
his  own  solemn  Oath^  in  Confirmation  of  it, 
repeatedly  ;— for,  when  Pilate  "  adjured  him 
by  the  living  God,"  (the  Form  of  Swearing 
among  the  Jews,)  (*)  /*  to  tell  them,  whether 
he  was  the  Gnrii^t,  the  S^n  of  God? — Jesus 
saith  unto  him,  '^  Thoii  hast  said/'  And  then 
proceeds  to  ^pe^  of  hk  future  Dignity,  in 
''sitting  at  the  HigTit  Hand  of  God,  and 
coming  in  the  Clouds  of  Heaven."  And,  His 
answer  to  the  High-Prjest,  who  •*  asked  him, 
and  said  unto  him,  Art  thdu  ^he  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  Blessed  ^  Atid  J^sus  said,  I  am:' 
— LaogQage  can&et  iie  raofe  ^tf^em  w  mt* 
equivocal. 

Acqordioi^y  ^ft.  JuAe  hath ;  this  Doxolpgy  \ 
V  BTow  iH^to  hiw.|;^a^  ^  afcle  to  kfipp  .you  fx3«| 
^UipWfr  aii4^^'p;E^s^t  3^.ia^Ulfs^^^^j^^^^  tfe^ 
Piweiw«<rf  |ii*  l^iorjf  fifitli  eiM^diffg  J^yij 
to  tbfe  .(mly^wif^e  po()  oqr  Sa^ipuK,  }9^  Glory 
fA4  Al^eHy,  pominioii  ^aml  i^oweri  fa^th  npw 
apd  eF«r/' .  ^  ; 

A^te,-^^"!,  ^n8  triy  Fiith*,  ai^'0tie:*(-f^ 
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€km^  n^mmAj'  iiiLMitil^fiiy^  ot  Agmonleiit 
ef  WiH^.  fir  Ab  £xQciilKni^«£.D«tig|ik.f  b^  in 
thafcexdralire  S^oM&f  ymhkh  nhm^  ifhilmiimf^ 

Siiporigv^^  aa  ^imll  WiBuboorditaattf  Bcfotion^^ds.) 

So  nnequivocanydid. thia  Dieclaiation  de- 
signate Unity  of  Substance  ; — and  therefore 
oar  Lord^s  Claims  to  Divinity,  that  the  Jews 
took  up  Stones  to  cast  at  him,  undier  the 
linpnsssiQn.  that  he  had  ^pokea  Blasphemy^  xo, 
claiming  that  CJnii^/  of  Essenev,  ^ic^tbe^r 
kne#  cooKl  nat  betej^Matettiironf  Bdity^  sftd 
constituted  him  God.  (*)    • 


life^  one  wkh  Ae  ViiAast^  and  to^  b^  ^d,"^  ate  tbe  ranter 
TUng!  and  in  the  same  I^ght  tbey  dofttsMJered'  fhe  Cfa^-- 
t9M»i  <<'&«>b  of-GedV'fon  itt'lyetfa  OA8erAie3rs(nig!itt<r 
MthimH  treatise  thal^  being 'iiJiiaD,  l>e  made  Mmsellf 
Ae;}.  A  4^MhM9»  \6p  Bengm  nvill  not  reaeh^  tttt  ey/Hkni 
Reqaiftiiesofllie  Gonneotion^  whicb  are  <<  U>  cdl  tffkct^ 
uall^f — 16  pTHerve  iwfkUibfy^ — and  to  ftvot  efernaJfy,  atf 
tbe  CIVMnBhof'God;  Itiamanifestfy  a-Fnity  of  Power; 
Wd  'how«tkat  coeld^  ^isi  witboiil^  a  -  Unitj^  of  fissencev 
let  tbe'lrnly  jsalm  and  impartial  iretfeef. 

(*)  Tbat  tfa(9  Terms,: .  F^Oei^  aad  Ses,  as  applied  by  oi^^ 
Ixird^   conveyed    to   the  Jews    ^   natural   and  eseeaiiafc 
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Agsin;  V  I  am  in  tUe  Father,  and  the  Fs^tfaer 
in  iiie."-=-l]*lii8  Restoration  of  hiis  former  <  As- 
sniQptioninicf eased  their  Yiolehce  against  him'; 
— And  his  Words  being  spoken  purposediy  to 
confirm  what  he  had  before  declared,  must 
be  interpreted  by  that  Declaration,  and  mark 
a  mutual  Relation,  resulting  from  the  Posses- 
'  9ion  of.  One  Godhead. — Again, 

AelatioQ,  is  evidently  clesfr  from  their  Conflnct ;  for  we 
are  told,  \*  they  sought  the  more  to  kill  him;  not  only 
because  he  had  broken  the  Subbath;  but  said  also,  that 
Groc^-washis  -Father,  (Ati  *own  Father,'  irarkpa  iSiovi** 
'<  .inak|D(;i|ii9s«lf  eq^il  ii^ith  jQod/^     See  Note  Vol.  •  xi. 

This  Circumstance  alone  is  sufficient  to  prove  that 
the  Jews  understood  the  Title  of  "the  Son  o/God,'*  in 
the  Sonse  of  abefohite '  Divinity  :—li|  ;Proof/ of  which; 
let  us>a^v|ert  to^the,  Tenor/  i^nd. Spirit  of ;  the  coptemp- 
tuous  find,  qi^maolj-^viliilga:  of  the  Multitttdei  4urti^ 
h|s.  Crucifixipn  :^/^If  t^u  be/t^ie  Son  of^  Ood»  cotue; 
dowi^., from  the  Cross.:",  if-  thou  flirt  what  thou  elaiglesl* 
to  be^  prove  thy  Omnipptepqe^  by. coming  down  from 
the  Cross. — **  likewise  also  the  Chief- Priests  and  Elders 
aaid^  /',He  saved  othera,  hinuself  he  catfpot  8ave.«-If 
he  be  the  jj^n^  of  Israel/*  (not  merely  a  human  King 
of  Israel,)  "  let  him  nqw-  come  dqwn  from  the  Cross*  1 
and  we  will  believe  him." — Which,  if  he  had  done,  "How 
then  should  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled  that'  thus  ^  it 
must  be?"    . 
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And  in  Confirmatioaof  the  preceeding,  *^  God 
was  ii;i  Christ  recoacilwg  the  World  to  hlm^ 
^U." — It  is  allowed,  on  all  Hands,  that  the* 
World  was  reconciled  by  .Jesus  Christ,  to  the 
On^,  Greatj  and  Suprepie  Crod^ 

But  this  very  same  God  (for  the  Word  is 
but  once  used  in  the  whole  Sentence)  was  in 
Cnrisi,  *'  manifest  in  the  Flesh,"  and  "  recon- 
ciling the  WQ.rld  to  himself."-T-And  were  there 
i>o  other  Passage  of  Scripture  to  be  found^ 
this  ajiope  is  sufficient  to  pvert/irow  the  whole 
Doctrine  of  Arianism ;  which,  as  far  as  the 
Scripture  'v$  concerned^  depends  upon  ,this 
one  single  Assertion  pf  theirs,  thiat  **  the  Word 
God^  in  Scripture^  never  signifies  a  comple;:^ 
J^otion  of  more  Persons  than  One;  but  a/- 
wgys  me^ns  onfi  Person  o»/^ ;— .either  the 
PersQn  of  the  Paiher  singly,  or  the  Person 
of  the  Son  singly ;" —which  is  absolutely 
false ;  —for  here  it  signifieth  Both. — The  Text 
considers  God  as  Agent  and. Patient,  at  the 
same  Time,  and  upon  the  same  Occassioqi  j 
as  the  Reconciler  of  the  World,  in  the  Perr 
son  of  the  Son  ; — and  the  .  Object  tq  whoi^ 
the  Reconciliation  was  made,  in  the  Person 
pf  the   Father;  yet  there  is  but  One  Word 

VOL.   II.  s 
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(God)  to  express  them  bolb.-— So  that  the 
Word  Godj  though  of  the  singular  Number y 
is  of  a  plural  Comprehension ;  —and  so  our 
excellent  Church  hath  used  it  in  her  Bless- 
ing after  the  Communion  Service—'*  God 
4lmigMy.  the  Fathipr,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.'*  (*) 

Again,  ^'  All  Things  whatsoever  the  Fatheif 
hjath,  are  Mine,"  saith  Christ,  because  in  him 
is  the  same  "  Fulness  of  Godhead/' — But  yet 
in  that  perfect  and  absolute  Equality,  there  is 
this  Disparity,  that  the  Father  hath  the  God- 
head^ not  from  the  Son^  nor  any  other; — 
whereas  the  Son  hath  it  from  the  Father. — 
Our  Saviour  was  so  "in  the  Form  of  God^^ 
that  **  he  thought  it  not  Robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God''  And  because  from  the  Father, 
therefore,  in  bur  Creed,  he  is  called,  **  God  of 
God,  Light  of  Light,  veVy  God  of  very  God," 

The  Father  is  Qod,  but  not  of  God ;  JLight, 
but  not  of  Light : — ^There  is  no  Pifferenoe  ot 
Inequality  in  the  Nature  and  Essence,  b  eeitus^ 
the  same  in  Bpth :  But  the  Father  of  our  Lord 


(•)  See    the  Notes,  Vol,  i.  Page  432.    and  Vol.  lU 
PagfJ  18. 
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iihvis  Ciirtst  hath  that  Essence  from  none;'— 
Christ  from  IriiA,  fully  and  completely :—- As 
it  is  al[>solute]y  immateriali  incorporeal,  it  mnst 
therefore  be  acknowledged  co-essential,  of  the 
same  Substance  with  the  Father ;  which^  with 
the  Distinction  of  their  Persons,  speak  a  per- 
fect Identity  of  Essence. 

The  intimate  Connection  and  Conjunction 
of  th^  Soil  with  the  Father,  is  strongly  Ex^ 
pressed  in  our  Saviour's  Prayer  for  the  Apos^ 
ties  : — "  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own 
^ame,  those  whom  thou  hast  given,  that  they . 
may  be  one,  as  we  are: — which  Expression 
implies,  at  least,  such  a  Community  of  Council 
^nd  WiU  with  God,  as  no  Being,  merely 
human,  could  have  asserted. — Again, 

Our  Lord  prays,  that  the  Father  will  sanc- 
tify the  Apostles  through  the  Truth  ;'*  but  of 
himself,  he  says,  **  For  their  sakes  1  sanctify 
'"^y^clj ;  that  they  also  may  be  sanctified 
through  the  Truth." 

Again,  *•  That  they  all  may  be  One ;  a* 
Thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee;  that 
they  also  may  be  One  in  us :  that  they  iMy 
believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 
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The  intimate  Connection,  Love,  and  Vnioii'^ 
subsisting  between  the  Father  and  the  Sov^ 
]»  the  Model  of  that  Love  which  ought  to 
subsist  between  Christians,  as  far  as  the  D'lf- 
ference  of  their  Natures  will  permit*  But 
surely  no  Man  could  pretend  to  the  same  Re- 
ciprocity of  Feeh'ng  .and  Will  between  God 
and  himself^  as  connects  Man  with  Man  :  No 
human  Prophet,  not  inspired  Teacher,  would 
presume  to  Join  his  own  Name  with  that  of 
the  Deity  in  such  a  Phrase  as  this,  **  let  my 
Discipres  be  in  us'' 

Our  Saviour  prays  that  this  Union  between 
bis  Disciples  may  be  perfected ;  in*  order  that 
the  World  might  see  the  Love  of  God  towards 
them,  in  its  Effects,  as  clearly  as  they  had  seen 
it  displayed  to^fvards  the  Redeemer  himself,  in 
the  Communication  of  miraculous  Power ; 
"  that  the  World  may  know  that  thou  hast 
sent  me ;  and  that  thou  hast  loved  them,  as 
thoa  bast  loved  me ;"  (i.  e.)  that  Mankind  at 
large  may  be  assured,  from  the  blessed  Effects 
of  that  Unanimity,  with  which  they  shall  be  in- 
spired, that  the  Author  of  that  Religion,  which 
produceth  these  Effects,  has  been  sent  by  thee; 
and  that  thou  lovest  these  my  Disciples,  not 
indeed,  in  the  *  same  Degree,  but  as  evidently 
as  thou  hast  loved  me. 
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What  follows  is  still  more  remarkvbla, 
*' Father,  I  will' that  they  also,  whom  thou 
bast  given  me,  be  with  me  i^vhere  I  am ;  that 
they  may  behold  my  Glory,  which  thou  bast 
given  me :  for  thou  lovest  me  before  the 
Foundation  of  the  World," 

How  noble  and  striking  an  Assertion  of  his 
own  Pre-existence,  and  exalted  Nature  !  Our 
Saviour  prays  that  his  Disciples  may,  in  due 
Time,  be  with  him,  in  the  Place  whither  he  was 
then  going  ;  that  they  might  behold,  not  only 
his  Father's  Glory,  but  his  own,  as  the  Divine 
Wowl,  "  which  he  had  with  the  Father;  before 
the  World  was/' 

But  further,  ih^  Form  of  Baptism^  in- 
stituted by  Christ  himself,  is  fully  declarative 
herein.  Christ  is  here  joined  with  such  Per- 
sons as  are  confessedly  of  a  Divine  Nature, 
The  Father^  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  Plainness  of  the  Charge,  and  the  great 
Occasion  upon  which  it  was  given,  makes 
it  an  Argument  of  such  Force  and  Evidence, 
that  it  may  justly  determine  the  whole  Mat- 
ter.— For, 

By  this  Form  of  Admission  into  the  visible 
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CKiircbof  God,  wfe  are  devoted,  cqulUy/ to 
*aoh  Person  in  the  Eternal  Trinity :  which 
implito  at  once,  their  JBqdality  in  Essence^ 
and  a  professed  Dependence  for  Grace  and 
Salvation  on  the  Son^  and  on  the  Holy  Ghosty 
and  a  devoted,  faithful  Attachment  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  Father. — God  always  makes 
a  Difference  where  there  is  any ;  more  espe- 
cially between  himself,  and  the  Works,  of 
his  Hands,  whom  he  never  sets  npon  an 
Equality  with,  himself* 

When  therefore,  (as  in  the  present  Case,)  He 
makes  uo  Distinction,  we  are  tobiiakenone:(^) 


(*)  To  thw  k  hadi  be^n  objedled,  ihti  being  bap- 
tized ia  the  Nane  of  Gbrist,  oaa  be  no  Proof  of  hia 
Divinity  ;  becftuse,  if  tt  were,  Moses  was  God  ;  for  '<  all 
were  baptized  unto  Moses,  id  th&  Cloud,  and  the  Seal** 
But,  we  reply,  that  the  Clovd,  and  the  Sea,  through 
whicb  the  Isra$hi€t  passed,  were  (accordiii|f  to  the  Apos- 
tle) Figures  and  Types  of  their  Christian  Baptism;  and 
Moses,  under  whoso  Conduct  they  passed,  was,  in  this 
Respect,  a  Type  of  Christ— Their'  passing  through  the 
Sea«  or  under  the  Cloud,  was  no  covenanting  Rite,^  it 
carried  with  it  no  Obligation  to,  or  Initiation  into  the 
Service  of  Moses :  They  were  in  no  litteral,  or  proper 
Sense,  baptized  unto  Moses,  but  only  as  he  represented 
Christ.— Nor  are  the  Israelites  any  where  said  to  have 
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Them  being;  no  Difference  Of  f  aequalitj  ia  thct 
Trwt^  Nature. 

Towards  the  Conclusion  of  bis  Ministry,  our 
Lord  spoke  more  (plainly  to  his  Disciples  ofhiil 


heefi  baptised  in  theNumt  ofMaseA^ner  Utbe  Name  ci 
JHos^s  ever  joined  with  tint  .of  Q^d  in  any  of  their 
JUtes  of  Worship  ;^nor  was  Moses,  nor  any  of  the 
Patriarchs,  invoked  together  with  God  in  any  Act  of 
Adoration  or  Benediction. 

When  we  are  baptized  **  in  the  Name  of  the  Father, 
md  of  the  ScA,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost/'  we  are  baptized 
in  the  NaiM  "  of  Three  Persons,  and  of  Three  Divine 
Persons,  and  of  Three  Equally  Divine  Persons/'  (Sete 
Lightfoot's  IJarmony  of  the  New  Test.  Sec.  02.  P.  273.) 
This  seems  i^ot  to  be  more  evident  from  Scripture,  diab 
from  the  Reason  of  the  Thing.  For  else  we  are  baptiied 
in  the  Name  of  Two  Persons  and  One.Virtoe;or  Q^i|5 
jizc.  which  is  palpably  ridiculous ;  Or  else  we  are  baptL^d 
in  the  Name  of  Three  Persons,  betwixt  the  First,  andTw6 
Latter  of  which,  thei*e  is  an  infinite*  Disparity,  (there  hieing 
no  Medium  between  God  and  a. Creature,)  which  is^  *& 
Supposition  not  less  ridiculous.  And,  in  Fact,  The  Bap- 
tismal Form  is  so  Strong,  that  Heretics  have  found  them- 
selves uude^  a  Necessity  of  changing  it,  or  of  explaining 
\i  away. 

See  a  late  Work  entitled.  An  Elucidation  of  th^ 
Unity,  &e.  P.  59,  where  this  Form  is  treated  with  greart 
Freedom. 
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appoadbing  Sufierings  and  Death  :  and  hiV 
Discourses  took  a  more  affectionate  and  con- 
solatory Tone;  ."  L^t  not  your  Hearts  be 
troubled;  Ye  beUeve  in  God,  believe  also  ia 
me.'* — Here  again  we  may  ask,  could  such  a 
Mode  of  Speech  have  been  used  without  Pre- 
sumption, by  a  mere  Man  ?  —Still  more  appli- 
cable is  this,  *'  He  that  hath  seen  me,  hath 
seen  the  Father,"  inferring  at  least  a  Parity 
and  perfect  Agreement  with  the  Father,  such 
as  no  Man  could  lay  claim  to. 

Again,  our  Saviour,  in  hia  human  Nature, 
prays  to  the  Father  for  the  Instruction 
and  Coipfort  of  his  Disciples,  in  Words, 
wlych  at  once  express  his  Hur^iliation,  £(s 
the  Son  of  Man,  and.  \\\^  Participation  jn  the 
Divine  Glory.  The  Effect,  for  which  he 
prayed,  wa's  to  be  reciprocal ;  ^*  Glorify  thy 
Son,  that  thy  Son  also  may  glorify  thee.'-  — 
This  i^  not  the  Language  of  a  Creature  to  his 
Creator... 

Froin  f^ll  these  Teistimonie^,  it  is,  and  in 
Conformity  to  them,  that  our  Church  styles 
Christ,  (in  her  Form  of  Faith,)  "  G<id  of  God, 
very.  God  Qf  yeiy  God,"  and  thjjt,  •*  because  hp 
was  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  hi(n/' 
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*  But  Unitariaas  canaot  brmg  tbemselTtii  to 
;9ck]iowledse  4he  Existent  of  this  Dkwo 
Nature  in  Christ.  They  say  ^y  caa  find  no 
Trace  of  it  ia  the  Scriptares,  or  .rather  <for 
this  k  their  seal  aad  onl^  4iftcttlt)r)  thegp. 
thiak.it  impossible  it  sboold  exist  ia  km* 
"*  It  idast  be  Jirst  prmved  to  ibem^  that  Christ 
bad  a  I>iviiie  Natucc»"f— before  they  wiU  bo^ 
lieve  the  Sociptiiras.  (^)  }f  they  admitted  Gbria-* 
tiaoity  .to  be  a  Divine  RfeTehttioa*  and  tbe 
Neia  Testament  an  authentic  Record  of  that 
Re?eIation,  and  to  be  of  DiViae  Authority^ 
and  if  thejr  hiad  ao  cmieeedenjt  and  imUpemdent 
Principles  by.vbieh  they  ^o^em  tb^  belfef 
^. Scripture  Doctrines,  tbey  wonld  huv^  no 
fiiffieulty  in  finding  in  tbe  Scriptarea  smnif 
VrooU  of  the  Dirine  Nature  of  Christ.  Ghies». 
0A.CH,  for  whose  Learning  and  Authority vtbey 
pro^sa  so  OKicb  Bespc^t,  says,  there  are  *'muii^ 


(•)  See  Koten  ?q1.  I.  Pages  18  and  173.  —We  eauiK^ 
^  beyupd  Scripture  ib  Proof  of  Scripture  Doctrine, — 
All  Things  are  to  he  jroytd  ty  *liem  respectiBg  Relijion* 
^nd  religioii9  Truths.  See  Vol.  I- Page  477  to  480.  f<jr 
Ibe  anieeedeiit  Proof  of  Chrisf  s  Divinity,  a^d  also  %9 
l^e  Prophecies  ooBcerntug  liii^ 

VOL.   Ih  T 
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eV  luciilenta'  Argufnenta'  et  Scripturie    loca, 
quibiis  vera'  Deitas    Ckristo  vihdicetur :"  and? 
fixes  upon  the  Beginning  of  St.  John's  Gos- 
pel, as  a  Prcw)f  so  evident  and  above  all  Ex- 
cepUofij  thdf  it  never  can  be  confuted  liy  the 
(tu^Lcious  Attempts  of  Interpreters  or  Critics:^ 
Bishop    BvLL'  takes   his    Stand    6n   the  6th 
Verse -of  the  2nd  Chapter  of  St.  PaaFs  Epis- 
tle to  the  Philippians,   and*  asserts  that  ^^  it 
u  aloni    suj^^ent'for  the  Refutation  of  all 
Heresies'   against  the    Person  of  our   Lord 
Jesus    Christ:''    anAssertion,    which    Bishop 
Pearsou  had  fally  established,'  in  his  admira*^ 
He  Expositioi;!  of  this  Passage,  in  the  First 
Volume  of  his'  great  .Work  on  the  Creed.— ^^ 
Wt  may  therefore  justly  maintain,,  that  either 
of  these  Passages  ought  to  convince  all  who 
profess  themselves  to   be  Christians9-^('^  who 
do  not  deny  the  Christian  Religion  to  be  truei 
or  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  of  Divine  Au- 
thority,)"   th?^t  Christ   is   properly  and  truly 
bod, 

i  woiild  only  observe  ftirtber,  in  Proof 
Jiereof,  that  nothing  less,  than  the  Belief  of 
this  Doctrine,  as  it  is  received  in  the  Churchy 
cap  Ap(5wct  the  full  Demands  of  the  Terflw, 
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^  5^A,iTH^  and  Myptery,  wliioh  we  meet -.with 
so.  repeatedly  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to 
Vthich  tbere^  is  so  much  Reference  ^unider  the 

,  Old..  (*)      ' 


.(>)  The  frequent  Allasioii  made^  by  the  Opposers  of 
tihe  Doctrine  before  us,  to  Coipthpo  Sense,  as  the  Standi^rd 
to  which  the  mysterious.  l>octrioes  of  Religion  are  to '-  be 
subjected,,  cannot  have  escaped .  the  Attention  of  the 
Reader.  -  But,  These  deep  and  aecret  Things  of  God, 
are  Subjects,  not  so  much  of  .Reason,  iis  of  Faith. — ^And 
«s  an  Illustration  of  this  Remark,  it.  may  beaufficient  to 
refer  to  the  Case  of  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  offer  up  his  Son  as  a  Sacrifice. 

.  To  him  it  had  been  expressly  declared,  that  from  (his 
Son,  the  promised  Seed,  the  Messiah  should  descend; 
yet  this  Son,  the  Child  of  Promise,  fcom  whose  Pd^terfty, 
the  Desire  of  all  Nations  was  to  spring,  and  upon  the 
Prolongation  of  whose  Days,  the  Possibility -of  the 
Accomplishment  of  the'  Promise,-  humaply  speaking, 
entirely  depended,  the  aged  Patriarch  was  required  to 
sacrifice. 

Bad  he  listened  to  the  Suggestions  of  Reason,  or 
of  common  Sense,,  the  .Result,,  in  all  Probability,,  would 
have  beendifferent.  from  that,  which:  we.  know  it  ta  hjtve 
been. 

^  JElea^on  would  have  urged ;  that  Compiiance  to   the 
,  jDoinmapd,  must  neceasarily  prevent  the  Accomplishment 
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Christ  k  equally  M^comprehensible  wkU 
God  the  Fatlker.--Ottr  SaTioter's  Words  Me 
*3iprete  in  the  Case;  "  No  Man  k»dwetb 
who  the  Son  is,  but  the  Father,  and  who^hc^ 


«rt]|»  PtfQBibe;.  That  .tUe  Tmilrof  tbe  latter  covM  pn^r 
te  MaUished  by  ^sebsyiog  tbe  htmvt  v  that  fther«  ^alK 
•ai  wteoneiliaUe  Contradietioa  bfttween  Iha  two ;  thatk 
Hi*  Alnigfaty  eottld  not  requite  at  bm  fiands^die  Per-<» 
londteoe  «f  an  Act,;  wUeh  muat  fruet^at^  his  ow0 
Sei^igM,  and  whicb»  the  laetinota^  aad  Sympathies  «£ 
VattMeioiperieualy  forbad* 

But  [here  Fatdi  interposed  its  holy  Inspivationr  andt 
whispered  to  the  Conscience;.  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all 
«he  Easth  do  nght?  Is  God  a  Man  that  be  should  Ue^ 
or  the  Son  of  Man  dkit  he  should  lepent  I  £bkth>  h«  said^ 
and  ihall  he  not  do  it? . 

ny  Way  indeed  is  dark  and  difficult;  Embarrassment 
%nd  Pefplezity  beset  my  Path  ^  But  shall  I  presume 
tojipnit  the  Possibilities  of  Omnipotence  ?  shall  1  presume 
tfe  Question  the  t^isdem  of  his  Proceedings,,  or  the  Justice 

of  his-  Commands  ? 

Par  be  from  am*  suck  arrogant  In&tHalion«.  AgainsI 
H<^>-  and  eontiary  to  the  Expeotationa  of  Reason,  wasi 
}saac  given  to  me  by  the  Most  High,  fie  now  recaU 
the  Gijfit;  and,  although  from  Him>  must  descend  the 
promised  Seed,  and  by  offering  him  up  as  a  Sacrifice,  1 
mat  annihilate  this  glorious  Sxpectatioa  ;  yet  He  ^iImI 
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Farther  is,  but  the  Soh«  and  be  to'  #bbm  the 
S#n  i¥ili  reveal  bim/'  As  the  Father  ib  re^ 
r&6ied'  by  the  Sod,  so  the  Son  is  revealed  fa^ 
the  Father;  as  we  learn  from  anotber  Pas-- 
fS9%e.  >  When  St.  Peter  said,  '<  Thou  art  thia 
Cbirtst,  the  Son  of  the  living  God/'  our  Sa« 
fibar  said,  t*  Bless^  art  thou,  Simon  Bar- 
Jona  ;  for  Flesh  aiUd  Blood  haih  not  jevealed 
it  unto  thee,  but  my  FatfaeV,  /which  is  in 
Heaven;''  It  is  clear,  from  these  Passages, 
that  the  Knowledge  of  the  Father  and  the 
Son  is  equally  undiscoverable  by  mere  Hu-' 
man  Reason^  And  is  not  this  an  indisputable 
Proof  of  Christ's  Divinity  and  Equality 
with  the  Father? 

<<  Great  ifir  the  Mystery  of  Godliness.  God 
Uras  manifest  in  the  Flesh,  justified  in  the 
Spirit,  seen  of  Angels,  preached  unto  tbi^ 
Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  World,  received 
up  into  Glory." 

The  Perfections  of  the  Godhead— Person- 
ality in  Jehovah — The  Union  of  the  two   Na- 


h  Wiser  than  the  Wisest,  will  rindicate  bis  Justice,  anj 
hii  Truth*  "  His  Purpose,  That  shall  stand ;"  Hit  WilU 
not  4i4ae;te  done. 
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tur^s  in  Christ— The  Mature  of:  the  H«ii&ait 
Soul,  and  its  Union  with  the  .fiod}' — ^The 
Unidn  -  of  all  ..Believers  «  with  Chmt,  and 
'  with  one*  another,  ^^  as  Members  of  his.  my«^ 
'  tical  Body — Of  Jbeing  one  Spirit  with  .the 
Lord,' and  Temples  of.  the  Holy.  Gho^t—Of 
our  Dwelling  in  God,  ..and  God  in  us-HOf.a 
Creation  of  all  things  out.  of  nothing-rOf{  a. 
Re£iurrectk)n  .from  the  Dead— Of  spiritual 
Bodies,'  and:  Immortality — ^These,  with  .innu- 
merable ^  others,*  are  revealed  in*  Sciriptui^e; 
but  c^Dmprehended  by;  no  .Man  :  being  in.  their 
very  Nature*  too.  deep.'  for*  human  Inteilect^  jto 
fathom. 

These  Doctrines  are  mysterious. — How  can 
they  be  otherwise  ?>  seeing  they  relate'^  to  a 
Nature  different  from,  and  infinitely  superior 
to  our  own?— Let  it  .not  be  supposed  that  .we 
are  attempting  to  gtve  any.  Explanation^  what* 
ever  of  the  Mode  of  Existence,  by  whiph  t^e 
two  Natures  were  united  in  Christ. — It  is  suffi- 
cient for  us  to  know  that  he  is  described  in 
Scripture  as  the  Only-begotten  Son,  One  with 
the  Father ;  that  he  emptied  himself  of  his 
Glory  ;  took  upon  him  the  Form,  of, a  Servant; 
was  made,  in  the  Likeness  of  Man ;  and:  that  Jhe 
was,  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes^  a  Man,,  du* 
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nnjfr  his^  Sojourn' updm  Earth. — If  all: these: 
Points  are   separately   and  distinctly;  insisted} 
uppni  in  the.  Word  of  God — as  to  any  common* 
Apprehension  they  certainly  are, — It.is  not  oac< 
Part  to  devise  Schemes  for  avoiding  the  difficul- 
ties of  Revelation,  with  the  vain  Hope  of  re- 
ducing all  that  is  told  us,  of  the^Nature  and 
Dispensations  of  God,  to  the  Level  of  our  own 
Understanding  ;  but  to  take  each  Truth  sepa- 
rately, as  we  find  decls^red  in  Scripture,  and 
to  confess  that,  **  great  is  Ihe  Mystery  of  God- 
liness.*'—They  are  not  the  less  True,    because 
ihey  surpass   our  natural  Understandings  :  the 
simple  Question  being,  with  us,  whether  they 
be  declared  in  the  Word  of  God  ? — For  the  re^t 
let  us  be  content  to  wait,  till  we  enterinto  that 
moi'e  pure  and  spiritual  Existence,  where  the 
Uncertain  State  of  Things  here,  shall  give  Place 
to  the  Clearness  of  the  perfect  Day;  and  we 
shall  be  admitted  to  behold  the  ineflfable  Bright- 
nisss  of  the  Divinity ;  the  Majesty  of  the  Fa- 
ther—the Glory  of  the  Only-begotten  Spn;  and 
the  pure  Effulgence  of  that  Holy  Spirit,  who 
iiO^  vouchsafes  to  us  only  a  faint  Shadow  of 
etern^)  Light. 

.    Mysteries  must  exist  whilst  God  speaks  to 
JUan  oni  Subjects  which  are  Divine,  Heavenlyi 
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and  E(eriiaL     Could  tbey  be  comprehtodcdk 
tbey  "woald  cease   to   be  Objects  of  Faith* 
'^  For  what  a  Man  seetb,  why  doth  he  yet  hope 
for  Y' — Ffiith  is  swallowed  up  of  Si^ht. 

"  Great  is  the  Mystery  of  Godliness,'*  saith 
the  Apostle.  He  allows  that  the  Doctrine  he 
advanced  was  very  mysterious,  aiid  this  could 
not  be  controverted  or  denied ;  but  he  seems  to 
glory  in  it  on  thaf  very  Account,  because 
he  considered  it  as,  "  the  great  Mystery 
OF  Godliness." — We  may  therefore  be  sure, 
that  they,  who  would  so  interpret  the  Words, 
as  to  render  this  Doctrine  scarcely  mysterious 
at  all,  do  not  understand  them.  (*) 


(*)  We  wbuld  scftrcely  have  expeeteB  that  tins  *Bom 
triae  wovld  have  beea  objected  to  because  it  is  ftiYS^ 
TERIOUS  ;  whea  the  Apostle  ^alla  it,  "  The  great 
Mystery  of  Godliness."— But  indeed,  till  we  can  con>- 
prehend  ourselves,  it  is  absurd  to  object  to  Mysteries 
ih  those  Things  which  relate  to  the  Infinite  God.  The 
P6wer  of  Mind  over,  Matter,  is  mysterioos  iti  the  high* 
est  .'Degree  ;  yel  we  laust  ienj  our  ow»  Exi9t?P«e«  ^ 
^ell  ^s'  that  of  God,  if  we  do  not  admit  it ;  fot  we  are 
moved  by  our  Will,  in  every  Part,  continually,  yet  ^e 
know  not  how. 

If  therefore  Men  are  Socinians  on  Account  of  the 
Hysteries  of  Religion,  they  must,  for  the  sam^Reasow^ 
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.The  real  Character  of  the  Universs^l^a-^ 
y\9^i.yiho  wa^to  Ve.both  God  and  M aN|  was 
a  Secret'  g-oAa  the  Begiaoing.  This  stupendom 
Ddctrioe  wsi9  infinitely,  and  by  the  Divine 
Ifttetttioni  toQ.siiblitne  for  the  carnal  Concep*»^ 
tions  of  the  Jews :  nay,  it  is  abundantly  evi'-: 
dent  the  Prophets  themselves,  those  '^  holy 
Men  of  God  who  spake  as  they  wete  moted 
by  the  Holy  Ghost/'  had  hot  an  Insight  iat^ 
the  full  Soope^  and  whole  Impbrt.of  the  sacred; 


tiirii'  Ailt^ists;  aifd  drtiy  th6  Being;  df  GU>d  attf6;  fh^Ttt 
being  tlM  bke  tn-ex^itable  Myvtery  i^  the  One* is  id  O^ 
Oaier. 

Mysteries,  y/Vxth,  j'hildsopby  (Sair    a^Ver  ^plsdn^  ftte 
fbtmd  fetery  wliere  in  the  Prodii.tftioiis  of  iSliiiire;    Tlfo^ 
Style  ^  6i>d  is  ftlii  his  W^orb  is  Mystery  ;. .  suid .  ^H  .#C 
Suppose  thai  brc^  pwii  Native;  U  apjt  so^  aboye  aU  TjuDgs  i 

Expe^ment  13  indeed  the  propel*  §taii<lard  of  our  DiS/» 
coveriaB  of  tlie  t^o^ers  qt  Nature  .  But,  In  t)ilr  \t<{fiit\^i 
^oncM^it%  th6  Creritt^  and  hii^  HicooiprebensiMe  E^sertda^ 
we  muH  b^  8M>«)fi<d  with  BIS  te^timoay*  .BtilyoaA 
thia  wp  canaot  go».  Here,  we  jean  mak^  no  ^Qxperiin^Bi^ 
Nay;  the  Sulipect  b^files  all  our  Investigation.  For 
."  Can  we,  by  sjearching,  find  oyt  i^rod  ?— Ca|i  we  fidcf  out 
the  Almighty  to  Perfection  T  - 

?OIf.    II.  )  fi  . 
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Traths  and   Oraclesr   which   they  detireK^^ 
Our  Lord  seems  to  allude  to  this  Ignoranee^ ' 
when  he  acqnaints  his  Disciples,  that  *^many  • 
Prophets  and  Kings  had  desired  to  see  the 
Things   which    they  saw  and  had  not   Seen 
them/' 

Nay,  the  very  Angels,  themselves,  are  re^ 
presented  as  '' desirous  to  look  into  it:  but 
are  not  able,  with  all  Saints,  to  comprehend  it." 

These  Expressions,  we  think,  are  in  them- 
selves almost    sufficiently    decisive     on    the^ 
great  Point  before  us.    For  it  is  hard  to  con<»^ 
ceive  that  the  Prophets,  in  whom^  it  seems, 
''the  Spirit  of   Christ"   resided;    and  much 
harder,  that  the  Angels  9hould  not  bav^  a  clear 
Idea  of  the  Work  of  Redemption ;  ehould  not  be 
''  able  to  comprehend  what  is  the  Breadth  and 
Length,  and  Depth,  and  E  eight,"  supposing 
that  Work  to  have  been  accomplished  by  any 
Person  less  than  the  Very  6od.~But,  admit 
the  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  the  Inquii* 
sitiveness  and  Incapacity  of  Men  and  Angels 
will  bv  no  IVf  cans  be  unaccountable, 

Indeed,    the    absolute   Godhead  qf  Jesus 
Christ,  though  it  had  been,  on  certain  Occa* 
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vioQs,  not  bm^ly  lutimated,  but  in  plain  T^nns 
asserted  by  him,  was  not  uniformly  manifested 
to  bis  Disciples  dtfrkig  his  Residence  upon 
£arth. 

i  It  was  a  Truth  which  be  was,  in  due 
Time,  .fully  to  authenticate  to  .them ;  but 
which  THEN,  for  obvious  Reasons,  they  could 
**  not  bean" 

The  full  Manifestation  of  the  great  Mystery 
of. the  Gospel  was, reserved  for  **The  Day  of 
PfiNTECosT ;"  before  which  Consideration,  jx 
thousand  Difficulties  will  .crumble  into  no- 
thing, arid  by  which  an  Answer  is  given  m 
full,  with  respect  to  the  Silence  of  the  Old 
.'ifestament,  and .  the  Incompetency  of  a  great 
iBarLof.the.JKew.  , 

'  -AH  this,  I  ^trustf' will  afford -a  strong  Protff 
that  the  Faith  which  the  Apostles  preaebed 
AFTER  the  Ascension  of  our  Saviour ;— =^the 
.Faith  which  was  first  delivered  tO  the  Christian 
.Saints;* — the  Faith  which  w^. are;, required  to 
'^'hold-fast' without  iwaverJng,.'\|and.to  ''  build 
ourselves  upon,"  is  a  Faith  in  the  Incarnation 
of  the  Eternal '  Son  of '  God ;  or, '  in  other 
Words,  in  the  Doctrine  of  the  **  Holy  Tirinity/' 
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as  it  b^tfi  all  aloiilg  been  held  in  tbe  Cbfwtiaiat 
Church.  (♦) 

Innumerable  are  the  Texts,  by  wbic)i,  a9 
collateral  Proof,  we  might  strengthen  this 
important /Subject  ^'  the  which,,  (as  SL  John 
saith  :of  the  Works  of   Christ,)  should  the/ 


(*)  That  tbe  unirersal  Churcb  of  Christ,  wLether  Papal 
OF  pFpteatapt,  Primitive  or  Modern^  sh(nil4  bare  un^ni- 
ttonslyy  amidst  all  thetr  CootentioDS  and  Differeoces, 
embvaced  a  Docikiiiie  so  perfectly  norel  and  supernaturaf, 
as  this  of  Ibe  Diiios  of  l)eity  and  Hbikiaaity  in  iesus 
Ckiist;  a  Doctone  whicb  (it  may  be  traly  said)  ^^  Sy# 
)lf4  ^^^  ^ew,  iopr  £ac  beard,  neithei:  ha4  it  entered 
into  tbe  Heart  of  Maa  to  copceive/'  bad  not  *^  God  rc- 
veahd  it  tp  us  by  his  Spirit/'  n^hieb  alone  could  **  Search 
4be  deep  Things  of  Ood  ;'* — ^tbat,  unshaken  by  all  tbe 
Treedom  of  DiscttSMon,  and  all  tbe  Contramty  of  Sects 
and  Syatems,  whicb  have  never  spared  even  Truths  of  a 
INatase  less  Hfem  tt  CcntfMTersy,  this  Doelrine  sbould 
ki^^e  inaiataip^d  its  abnost  universal  A^endenpy  through 
fTf^  .StM^^nd  Age  of  Christendom  ;  and^  what  greatly 
lieighteii*  tbe  Wonqer,  tbi^t  fie,  who  is  declared  ^^  the 
Head  of  all  Things  Co  bis  t^burcb;''  sbould  hare  per- 
aiitltd-lbis  wide  and  steady  F^eTalenee  |yf  a  Dtetrine  no 
tfaocendauUy  important,  in  lAaterer  I4gbt  it  is  vieifed. 
Ibis  if  ^  Pbeapiaei^Qa  that  f ap  be  JH^^factorily  aq- 
r9fiote4  for  by  no  |{y|>9the^is,  .l^iit  tbftt  whicb  admits  (he 
PQCtriiiQ  really  tp  exist,  and  distinctly  tQ  appear,  in  ijift 
Scriptures. 
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be  duly  mentioned,  and  as  duly  spoken  to, 
every  One,  I  suppose  there  would  be  no  End 
of  our  Labours :  '^  But  these  are  written,  that 
ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God  ;  and  that  believing,  ye  might 
have  Life  through  his  Name,'^ 
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PART  XIY. 


ON  THE  SAMiS  SUJBJJECT. 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  prottd  from 
Scripture  Prophecy. 


There  ar^  three  Kincja  of  ^jj^videncp,  which,, 
in  an  especial  Manner,  recommend  the  Chri;^- 
tian  Religion  to  the  Observance  of  Mankind; 
— The  Prophecies  respecting  the  Anchor  of 
it — ^The  Miracles  performed  by  those  who 
first  preached  it — and  the  Genuineness  and 
Purity  of  the  Religion  itself* 

These  three  kinds  of  Evidence^  atfentivj^Iy 
considered,  seem  suflScient  to  CQ9yince  any 
reasonable  Man^ .  that  Christianity  is.  by  no 
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Means,  a  cunningly  devised  Fable;  (*)  but 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  True  Messiah  and 
Sayionr  of  the  World. 


(*)  Nothing  can-b^^nore  grottii41e99>  and  unsupparted 
with  any  Degree*  ol  IteasoD)  tfate  4o  alledge  that  the 
Notions  of  Religion^  so  con^moa  and  prevailing  in  the 
World,  were  originally  iayented^by  Politicians ;  and,  by 
their  Artifice  imposed  upon  thp  Credulous,  as  the  Dictates 
of  Nature-:^^or,  (besides  dlal^iiil  ViAue4t  ^ten  too 
little  agreeable  to  the  Marines  and  Measures  of  their 
Policy,  to  give  it  iiny  Appearance  of  procee4ing  from 
such  an  Original,)  every  Man,  who  will  look  carefully 
into  bU^oi^n  H#art^  Aay.finfltkere  ilStandatd  of  Eight 
and  Wrong,  prior .  to  tiny  Instructions,  Declarations,  or 
Laws  of  Men,  by  ^hich  he  pronounce^  Judgment  upon 
tbem. 

Nothing  can  l^  more  sifpple,  an^  at  ^e  same  Time 
ehfordng,  ttian  is  otir  nio^t  ^iAf  Rifeff^Ur    ' 

Jesus  Chrbt»  our  filessed  Saviour,  passed  thirty  l^eari; 
of  his  Life  in  Obscurity  and  PoVeirty,  th^  prestcbdd|  dttd 
cofififiMd  hhf  Doctriflre  With  Prodi^>s  ^^  Wcf^i^s; 
gate  Health  io  Ihe  Siek^  Siiglit  to  the  B^i^,  md  Uh( 
tplsb^  Dei^d  ;r-:Ue.died  bjf  Meli's  HaUce^  ^^.  rosf)  agaift 
by  his  own  Power ;  sent  twelve  illiterate  M^q  (o  subdiK) 
the  World, — Success  attended  their  Labours,  and  cYowne<C 
their  Endeavours ;  so  that  in  a  few  Years,  the  ChrjsltjaQ 
Religion  spread  its  Conquests  beyond  the  Bounds  of  the 
B.onian  Etnpire. 

Prejudice,  Libertinism,    and  Atheism,    ^pnspircd   its 
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tor>  as  to  the  Prophecies ^  were  they  boI 
^auy  aad  Tarious  in  their  Circumstances,  de- 
livered through  the  Space  of  near  Four  Thou- 
sand Years,  with  greater  and  greater  Clear- 
ness,  all  fulfilled  in  Christ,  and  in  him  only  ? 
Cdrisequendy  proiviilg/  that  *'  (Thts]  is  of  a 
Truth  that  Prophet  that  should  qonr^  into 
the  World," 


Ruin; — Philosophers  opposed.  ArgmdenU  r^  Enrpkvrsy 
Torments  —and  Libertines,  Sensuality  : — Yet  Christianity 
broke  through  th^  Violedce  'of  the  Qpposition-rit  mul- 
tiplied bj  its  Disputes^  and  increased  by  P^ersecution  ; — . 
Martyrs  innumerable   spaled  the  Truth  of  it  with    their 
Blood — their  Consfancy  was  iuThicible,  though  their  Tor-' 
ments  were  inexpressible.  —  So  that,  iiowithstanding  the 
Christian   Religion   has  been    so  furiously  attaokiad,  «y 
impiety     and     Profaneness*     ift    has  always    appepjre^ 
H^ly,    always   Victorious^     and   al^ayti  T,riumpbant. -^ 
U  has  been  proTjed  by  AJirttcles,  sealed   with  ihe   Blood 
of  Martyrs,  testified    by  .  the    Apostles,    confrmpd    h^ 
Ileason,  published  by  the  very  Elements,  and  confessed 
even  1^  the  very  Devils  themselres.-^How  girteat  is  tlie 
^roof  and  •  finf^rcemeni  of  our  most  Boly  ^  Religion  I 
-     •-    «  •  \  \    il         '.   ..         ; 

i.See   Gamattiera    Reasoning  .in    ihts.  04se»'^  jAfcts  ["#! 
^/dtfi.    with.^he  Event  of  it   from  tJ¥it;[Jr>W5;;tq:ihf 

r**^.-    ^     :    :•     .  .      .  ;/\-'  .      :     ^::.    /.  -> 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t4»  f^'J^vimlyof  Christ 

As  to  his  Miracles,  were  they  not  pablic, 
Eeneficent,  numerouis,  and  astbnishing,  such 
as  ^*no  Man  could  work,  except  God  was 
with  him.''    And  then, 

As  to  his  Religion^  doth  not  the  Reasonable- 
Itess  of  its  genuine  Doctrines,  and  Parity  of 
its  Precepts,  with  the  Tendency  of  every  Part 
of  it  to  make  Men  holy  and  happy,  clearly  ma- 
nifest it  to  be  **  worthy  of  all  Men ;  to  be 
WOTtby  of  all  Acceptation  ?'' 

Each  of  these  Particulars  will  come  regu- 
larly into  Consideration,  under  ^  the  Subject 
now  before  us.    As» 

First,  Jf>om  Prophecy ^  Though  we  had 
none  of  those  many  plain  and  positive  Asser- 
tions in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  direct  Terms, 
announcing  the  Deity  of  our  Lord  ;  yet  the 
JProp^iecies^  respecting  his  Incarnation  ;  the 
Chavagter  and  Particulars  pf  his  Life ;  tbet 
End  and  Design  of  his  coming  upon  Earth  ^ 
together  with  his  own  prophetic  Spirit — 
The  bare  History  and  Narrative  of  his  own 
Life  and  Actions ;  in  that  he  forgave  Sins, 
cast  opt  Devils,  walked  upon  ^he  Waves^ 
raised  the  Dead,  and  h^d  the  Winds  and  S^tas 
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at  his  Command;  and  chidSythat  he  raised 
himself  from  Death  to  Life,  and  ascended  up 
into  Beaven ;— These  were  incontestiUe  Proo^ 
that    be   was  perfect   God:  One  with«  and 
eqaal  to  the  Father ;  for  *'  no  Man  could  do 
the    Works  H^  did,    except  God  was  with 
bim«''    These  all  might  be  separately  insistect 
on.    par  present  Argnm^t.  is.   Prophecy^ 
which,   in  Old  Times,  was  delivered  not  doubt- 
fully, but  loudly,    with  an  affirmative  Voice; 
particularly,  that  such  and  such  JSvents  should 
certainly  happen  in  the  Time  and  Place,  an4 
with^all  the  Circumstances  b^  them  foretold.(^} 
But  what  Events  ? — The  most  particular  anct 
personal,  and  such  as  concerned  the  Interest 
of  the  Nation  to  whom  they  were  delivered, 
and  were  at  the  same  Time,  the  most  remoter 
from  all  outward  Appearance;  and  therefore 
could  not  be  the  Effect  of  human  Fore*sight-f 
such  as  terrible  Famine,   and  shameful  Ckp« 
tivity,  threatened  under  Uzziah  and  Jothaiia^ 
in  the  Midst  of  Peace  and  Plenty:  The  Deli- 
very of  Jerusalem,  when  surrounded  by  Foes, 


(*)  See  these  fully  and  ably  handled  by  Dr«  Pye 
Smithy  in  his  Scripture  Testimony  of  tiie  Memuab  io. 
2  Vols. 
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herself  iii  the  JMicht  of  Extremity,  withonf 
Hope  of  human  Assistance : —These,  with 
others,  illustrious  as  they  were,  served  only  as^ 
a  Preparation  for  others  of  far  greater  Impor- 
tance to  which  the  Accomplishment  of  thef 
former  was  to  give  a  Degree  of  Authority  s^hd 
Credit,  superior  in  Strength  to  all  that  huihan 
Understanding  could  imagine  or  desire,  fon 
the  gaining  a  full  Conviction  and  unshaken 
Belief,  (viz.)  the  Predictions  relating  to  the 
Messiahy  and  the  Establishment  of  his  Churchy 
These  are  so  clear,  and  phiiU;  and  descend" 
to  such  a  Particularity,  as  is  truly  won-5 
derful.  (♦) 

^  The  Prophets  have  not  only  marked  out 
the  precise  Time,  the  Place,  and  Manner  of 
his  Birth,  and  principal  Actions  of  his  Life, 
and  the  Effects  of  his  Preaching ;  but  saw^ 
and  foretold  the  most  minute  Circumstances 
of  his  Death,  find  consequently  related  thenx 
with  almost  as  much  Exactness,  as  the  Evan- 
gelists themselves,  who  were  Eye-witnesses 
of  them. 

They    foretold  (Genesis  xllx.    10.)   that  he 


(•)  See  Note,  Vol  i.  Page  477. 
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^*  should  come  before  the  Sceptre  departed 
from  Judahr — And  accordingly  Christ  ap* 
peared  a  little  before  the  Time  when  the  Jew^ 
ish  Government  was  totally  destroyed  by  the 
Destruction  of  the  Second  Temple,  (Haggai 
ii.  7.)  ^' The  Desire  of  allNations  shall  come» 
and  I  will  fill  this  House  with  Glory,  aaitb 
the  Lord  of  Hosts: — The  Glory  of  this  lat- 
ter House  shall  be  greater  than  the  former.^* 
And  accordingly  Christ  appeared  some  Time 
before  the  Destruction  of  the  City  and  T^mplei 

It  was  foretold  that  He  should  come  at  the 
End  of  Four  Hundred  and  N  inety  Years  after 
the  Restoring  of  Jerusalem^  which  had  been 
laid  waste  during  the  Captivity,  (Dan.  ix.  24.) 
and  that  He  should  **  be  cut  off;*'  and  that, 
^fter  that,  **  the  City  and  Sanctuary  should  be 
destroyed,  and  made  desolate."  And  accord- 
ingly, at  what  Time  soever  the  Beginning 
of  the  Four  Hundred  and  Ninety  Years  can, 
according  to  any  Interpretation  of  the  WordsiJ 
be  fixed ;  the  End  of  them  will  fall  about  the 
Time  of  Christ's  appearing;  and  it  is  well 
know  n  how  entirely  the  City  and  SanctuarjT 
were  destroyed  some  Years  after  his  being 
cut  off. 
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It  wda  foretold  tbtM:  be  sh20u}4  be  born  of 
a  VirgiBu  (*)  (Isajah  vii.  14*)  that  he  shouI(^ 
do  great  ajod  beneficial  Miratles: — that  the 
Byes  of  the  Blind  (Isfiiah  x^cxy.  &.)  sbould 
b^  opened,  and  the  Eara  qf  the  D^f  uqstop'' 
ped :"  that  ''  the  La^ie  Mw  shpiild  lea^  as 
an  Harly  and  the  Tongue,  of  the  I>qml^  sjng :'' 
— which  Prophecy,  in  rn^ny  Instance?,  wa» 
literally  fulfilled  in  the  Miracleg  of  Christ; 
— **The  Blind  received  their  Sig^t>  (ftfajt. 
xi.  5;)  the  I^me  walked,  the  Dqmt^  spakat 
and  the  Peaf  heard/'  &c. 

It  was  foretold  that  he  should  die  a  violent 
Death,  (Tsaiah  liii*  throughout,)  and  that, 
not  for  himself  (Daniel  ix.  26.)  but  for  our 
Transgressions,  (Isaiah  liii.  5,  12*)  and  iot 
the  Iniquity  of  us  all ;  and  that  he  might 
bpar  "  the  Sin  of  many  -J" — All  which  wa» 
exactly  fulfilled  in  the  Sufferings  of  Christi 

It  was  foret<4d  (G^vesis  xlix*  10.)  that  ^^  to 
bim  should  the  gathering  of  the  People  be;'": 
and  (Pisalm  ii>  8.)  that  ''God  should  give 
him  the  JffeafJien  fpjr  bi$  Inheritance,  an4 
the  utmost.  Parts  ctf  tte  J^rth  for  bis  Pos* 

(•)  See  Note,  Vol.  1.  Page  an. 
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sassion:"  vbich  niras  ponctiially  folfiUdd  by 
<ihe  wonderful  Success  of  the:  Gospel,  and 
its  universal  G^reading  through  the  Worldi(.*)    . 

Lastly,  many  minuter  Circumstances  were 
foretold  of  the  Messiah:  that  he  should  be 
of"  the  Tribe  of  Jw^faA/'^  and  of  the  Seed 
of  David ;  that  he  should  be  born  In  the 
Town  of  Bethlehem,"  (Micah  v.  2.)— that  he 
should  •*  ride  upon  2lvl  Ass,^^  in  humble  Tri- 
umph into  the  City  of  Jerusalem,  (Zac.  ix. 
i».)— that  he  should  be  **  Sold  for  Thirty 
Pieces  of  Silver,*'  (Zac.  xi.  t2.)  — that  he 
should  be  scourged^  buffeted^  and  spit  upon^ 
(Isaiah  i.  6.)  — that  his  Hands,  and  Feet 
should   be  jpierc^rf,  (Psalm   xxii.  16.)— that 


(*)  It  appears  from  the  Writers  of  the  Hjetory  #f 
the  Church,  that  before  the  Destrnction  of  Jerusalem, 
the  Oospel  was  not  only  preached  in  Lesser  Asia, 
and  Greece^ '  and  Italy  ^  the  great  Theatres  of  Action 
Ihen  in  the  World;  1)itt  Was  ako  pro^agitted  «s  fkr 
Northward  as  Scythiai-^^s  far  Southward  as«;£^>U'ofiia; 
and  as  far  Westward  as  to^5pamand  Britain. — Bishop 
Newton's  Diss.  Vol.  2. 

7 

This  great  Success,  against  so  much  Opposition,  can 
pio  otherwise  he  accounted  for,  but  by  believing  that 
ihey  were  Ambassadors  for  God,  and  t^at  h^  i^aii 
#iththemofatrtttb. 
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he  6h6ulfi^  be'  ndmbered  ^\th  Malefactors^^ 
(Isaiah  liii.  12.)  -^  that  a  particuldr  Friend 
should  betray  him  (Psalm  xli*  9.)  -^  that  he 
should  have  Gall. and  Vinegar  offered. him, to 
drink,  (Psalm  xlix.  21.)  —  that  they  who 
saw  him  crucified,  should,  mock  at  him  for 
trusting  in  God  to  deliver,  him,  (Psalm  xxii. 
8.) — that  the  Soldiers  should  cast  Lots  for 
his  Garments,  (Psalm  xxii,  18.)  —  that  he 
should  make  his  Grave  with  the  Rich,  (Isa. 
iiii.  9.) — and  that  he  should  rise  again  with- 
out seeing  Corruption,  (Psalm  xvi.  10.) 
All  which  Circumstances  were  fulfilled  to 
the  greatest  possible  Exactness,  in  the  Per- 
son of  Christ : — not  to  mention  the  number- 
less Typical  Representations,  which  had  like- 
wise evidently  their  complete  Accomplish- 
ment In  fairn. 

/     •  •  ... 

'  And  it  is  ho  less  evident  that  these  Prophe- 
cji^  cannot  possibly  be  applied,  in  full,  to  any 
other  Persoa  that  ever  pretended  to  be  the 
Messiah, 

Had  our  Saviour  only  performed  some  One 
Miracle  ;  or  without  his  doing  any  Thing  mi- 
raculous, bad  his  coming  been  foretold  barely 
J>y  a.:  single  Prophecy,  describing  somQ  Par- 
ticularity in  his  Life  and   Conduct  :r'.T.Au4 
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yet,  en  the  Testinkonjr  of  tkis  EVi&enta^.  he 
liaid  required  of  ns  th6  same  Obedieiice  to  his 
Laws,  and  the  same  Belief  of  the  Doctrines 
and  Mysteries  of  his  Religion,  that  he  diaw 
does  : — In  either  Case,  might  we  not,  with  sotn^ 
Shew  of  Reason,  have  complained,  that  we  bad 
a  very  narrow  Basis  to  bttilda«r  Failh  iipon? 
Wonkl  it  not,  with  some    Ptausifoiiity,  have 
been   objected,   that  the   Coincidence  of  ihh 
Pfoplucff    witii    the    Event    might    possibly 
<ie  accidental  ;    that  the    Mtrade  might  be 
falsely  imposed   upon  the   World,  either   hijf 
the    Actors,     or     the     Relators  —  that    the 
Beholders  might    he  credulous — the  Ptrfbr- 
mers    arlful — and   Historians   weak  an:d  dis- 
honest— Or,    lastly.    That  it  might  possibly 
be  produced  by  a  Confederacy  of  all  thes«. 
What  co^uld   have   forUfied  the    Heart,   ev«» 
of  the    sincere  and  willing  Convert,  against 
all    Impressiofa  from  the   Objections,    wheA 
backed    by  all  the    Strength    of    Reasoning 
insinuated  by  all  tlie  Subtilties  of  Sophistry, 
«et  off    with    all    the  pleasing    Imagery    of 
Wit  —  opposed    by  stubborn  and    inveterate 
Prejudices,  and  favored  too,  perhaps,  by  the 
f^ropensity  of  Inclination? 

VOL.   11.  Y 
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Biit,'  If  we  call  in'  the    universal  Proof 
to  our  Aid,  (*)  we  shall  with' Ease  be' able 


(*)  Propheqies,  singly  considered,  may  be  so  plain,  as 
to  be  applicable  to  our  Saviour  z-^-But  then,  under  this 
View  only ,  they  could  go  no  further :— They  might  still 
be  of  such  a  Nature,  (and,  in  Fact,  manyof  th^in  ar« 
of  that  Nature)  as  to  be  applicable  to  many  more,  be- 
sides the  Person  of  our  Saviour. — ^Thus,.' 

That  Prediction  that  says,  ^^  the  Messiah  shall  be  born 
pf  a  Virgin^  (being  a  Fact  of  a  disputable  Nature,)  was 
not,  of  itself  i  a  sufficient  Proof  of  any  Thing,  without  a 
Concurrence  with  the  rest  of  the  Prophecies  of  him. 

If  here,  in  his  miraculous  Conception,  or  that  of  bis 
glorious  Resurrection,  (which  were  Marks  most  peculiarly 
bis  own)  we  could  only  have  traced  the  Messiah ^  by  any 
One  of  these  single  Points  of  him,  in  the  Prophetical 
Writings; — what  Objections  would  have  been  raised 
against  our  Lord^s  Right  to  this  glorious  Title  ? — How 
would  the  Infidel  have  triumphed  over  the  Secrecy  of  his 
Conceptipn ! — and  what  an  Accession  of  Strength  would ' 
have  followed  those  weak  and  malicious  JExceptions  to  the 
Truth  of  hi?  Besurrectioi^ ! 

Agaip,  another  ^rppbecy  saith,  that  the  Messiah  ^as  io 
b^  of  the  Seed  of  Abraham^  and  of  the  House  and  Lineage 
of  David,  and  i^  Descendant  of  Judah, 

This  happened  to  our  Sfiyiour,  but  jt  did  not  happen  tp 
him  only. — ^Therefore  these  Prophecies,  independently 
^opsidert^i  fre  of  too  loose  a  Nature,  to  be  of  any  As* 
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\o  defea^t  every  Objection,,  wlien  thus  armed 
(to  ^adopt  the  Apostle's  Expression)  in  this 


Bistance  to  us  in  distinguishing^  the  Messiah^  when  he 
should  come.  .  

*  It  is  tru«^  They  exelude  many  from  thatTitle^but  it 
also  admits  many  to  it;  andif  wc  should  listen  to  thiar 
single  Voice i  we  could  fix  on  no  One  in  particula^.-^But 
consider  these,  as  foretold  of  the  same  Person^  who  was 
to  be  born  of  a  Virgin — who  was  to  do  ail  Kinds  of  Mi- 
racles— who  was  to  be  put  to  Death,  and  to  be  raised  from 
the  Dead — and.  in  whom  several  other  special  Circum- 
stances were  to  meet :  they  thence  become  a  forcible 
Evidence,  and  greatly  contribute  to  fix  the  Character  of 
the  Messiah,  on  the  proper  Person ;  they  receive  Strength 
from  the  Rest  of  the  Prophecies,  and  add  Strength  to 
them. 

There  could  be  scarce  one  jingle  Circumstance  in  ;Our 
Saviouc's  Person  or  Actions  fixed  upon,  which,  though 
foretold  in  the  clearest  and  most  express  Terms,  could 
have  been  strong  enough  to  give  him  (in  the  Opinion 
of  Men)  an  unexceptionable  Right  to  the  Title  of  the 
Messiah. 

Try  this  upon   his  Power  of  working  Miracles  ;    That 

many   of   his  Prophets  gave   astonishing   Proofs    of.— 

Again, 

«  •  •   ^        .  , 

*^  He  was  a  Man  of  Sorrows,    and  acquainted    with 

Grief:"— He  underwent  Sufferings^  though   innocent: — 

Will  this  point  him  out    to  us,  to  be  incontestibly  the 
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Panopliu    of  God.     For,— First,^ — What  as 
Aceed&ioti  of  StreBgtti  Mrill,  by  this   Means, 


Man.?    All  History  can   wiUieM    that  be  waa  aot  th# 
anly  ionoceBt  Sufferer, — 80  agaiR^ 

Tliat  ha  should  h«  betrayed  by  a  particalaf  Friend^ 
and  be  pat  io  Deatb  wkh  tba  Tramgreseoffs,  do  neither 
4i  theair  singly,  BMke  Buwe  (av  our  Sarioiir's  being  the 
Messiah^  than  it  dotb  for  many  others  in  the  same  Case  t 
-^Fer^  where  is  ibe  Man,  who^atnoag.the  Nua»ber  of  hi» 
Iriende»  hath  not  had  one  nafaithfnl  I— and  (as  it  batb 
beea  proved)'  nany  hare  suffered  an^nstly . 

And  the»,  That  Prediction^  wbieh  says,  the  Messiab 
shall  '^make  bis  Ofare  with  the  Rich^'^  is  plainly  ap- 
j^Iieable  to-  our  Lord^  because  it  undeniably  happened 
%f>  hit^  I  but  it  happened  to  many  more  besides  our 
Saviaur^— Aad  therefore,  ifweeoneider  it  no  otherwise 
Aaa  sittgly,  the  £iridence  of  this  Prophecy  is  evidently 
lost* — It  ean  no  more,,  by  itsr  own  9ingU  Force,  prove 
Jesaa  of  Namreth  to  be  the  MtMtaih,  than  it  can  a 
Thousand  others,  to  whom  the  same  happened  in  com- 
mon wkh  him  : — It  only  sete  his  Claims  to  thi^  Title 
upon  a  Level  with  that  of  all  those,  on  whose  Corpse, 
sinoe  the  giving  out  of  the  Prophecy,  the  same  distinguish- 
ed Interment  has  been  bestowed. 

If  then,  the  most  eminent  Marks,  crommon  to  our 
9aviour,  with  the  Messiah  of  the  Prophets,  be  too 
weak,  when  they  stand  alone,  to  establish  him,  beyond 
Contradiction,  to  be  the  same : — And  if  they  lose  their 
Force  by  being  separately  applied  ;  every    other  under* 
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be  made   to    the  Credit  of  the  HiatormiiH  ! 
We   haite   IB  the   ScHptnceei   a  Number  of 


Circumstance  must  pr^portioBftUj  loftt  fiior#  ol  iUJfFosee* 
as  its  natural  Power  to  withstaiiii  the  \Menfi^  offers 
ed  it«  is  less* 

Descriptive  Definitions  are  always  to  be  viewed  en- 
tire, — If  yon  disunite  the  Parts  of  tbeqiy  and  make  Use  of 
every  Circumstance  thus  independent,  they  will,  by  no 
Means,  enable  you  to  find  out  the  Individual  they  were 
intended  for ;  though  they  would  readily  do  it  when  collect 
tively  taken.     For  Instance, 

If  we  had  a  Portrait  given  us  to  find  out  by  it,  the  Person 
it  was  intended  to  represent,  we  should  compare  it  entire 
with  the  Persons  that  offered  themselves  to  our  ^Notice; 
and  when  we  found  One,  whose  Features  and  Proportion 
in  every  Kespect,  it  resembled,  we  should  conclude  Him 
CO  be  the  Man  we  were  in  Search  of. 

But  if,  instead  of  this  Method,  we  were  to  divide  it  int» 
as  many  Parts,  as  there  were  Limbs  or  Features,  and 
then  look  iipon  every  small  Section  as  a  complete  Test  of 
the  Original,  into  what  endless  Mistakes  should  we  be  led? 
And  yet,  in  one  Case,  the  Resemblance  between  the  s^ 
vera)  distinct  Parts  is  the  same,  as  in  the  other : — 6ut  we 
see  the  Advantage  of  laying  them  aUogfctber  :  for  the  Corr 
responding  of  this  One  Pari  is  a  Proof  that  all  the  Reilt 
are  iiot  ansappUedi.  ) 

How  then  did  our  Saviour  and  his  Apostles  proceed^, 
in  applying  to  his  Person,  the  Characters  of  it,  that  were 
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I 

them  mutually  supporting  each  other:  HiV 
torians  of    different  .Ages,    differeat   .Cooa- 


exliibited  in  the  Prophetie  Writings  ?-~^lt  cannot  be  shewn 
that  our  Sariour  has  ever  recommended  the  Use  of 
any  One  particular  Prophecy,  exclusive  of  Others,  to 
the  Attention  of  those  whom  he  was  desirous  of 
leading  to  a  Faith  in  him. — And  till  this  be  shown^ 
we  see  not  how  it  can  be  laid  down  as  hi$  Sense 
of  Prophecy,  that  any  One  Particular  of  it,  much  less 
that  every  particular  Prophecy,  is,  of  itself,  a  separate 
and  distinct  Proof  of  the  general  Truth  of  Christy  or 
of  the   Deity  of  Christ  in  particular. 

He  has,  indeed,  applied  to  himself  particular  Pro^ 
phecies,  and  hath  assured  us,  that  they  received  their 
Completion  in  some  Part  of  his  Life  and  Sufferings* — 
But  He  has  no  where  restrained  the  Proof  of  his 
Messiahship  to  any  One  of  these,  nor  ascribe^d  to 
them  a  separate  Power  of  proving  him  to  be  the 
Christ*  His  Conduct  was^  all  along,  the  very  Re- 
verse of  thi»»  He  did  not  think  that  the  fulfilling  of 
any  One  Prophecy,  or  any  Set  of  them,  was  suffieiei^t  to 
evince  the  Truth  of  his  Mission.  He  thought  that 
nothing  less  than  a  fuU  Completion  of  all  the  Pro- 
phecies was  sufficient  for  this  great  Purpose. ^He,  all 
along,  shewed  a  strong  Desire  of  bringing  about  the 
AcGonplishment  of  still  more  and  nEiore  Prophecies, 
even  in  the  most  remote  and  distant  ones.;  but  in  att 
especial  manner  applying  himself  to  fulfil  those  which 
nearly    concerned   him    in    the    great      Work    of   on* 
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tries/ different  Coxfiplexibns,  Abilities,  Edu- 
cations/   Persuasions,     and    Interests; — Yea 


Redemption.  And  when  any  haman  Endeayottrs  w6re 
.exerted  that  tended  to  prevent .  their  further  Accom- 
plishmenty  he  expressly  opposed  them.  (Matt  iif.  14, 
15.-— xvi.  23.— zxvi.  51.  &o.>  And,  as  he  fulfilled  all 
the  Scripture,  so  he  never  recommended  any  separate 
Part  of  them;  but  the  Whole  Volume,  as  a  proper 
Foundation  of  their  Faith  to  others. — When  he  endea^ 
Youred  to  bring  others  to  a  Belief  in  him,'  he  did  not 
refer  them  %o  this  or  that  Prophecy;  but  bids  them 
."  Search  the  Scriptures/*  without  Limitation,  for  the 
Proofs  of  his  Character  and  Mission,  '*  for  they  are 
they  (says  he)  that  testify  of  me." 

When  he  reproved  the  Incredulity  of  two  of  his  Disci- 
ples, in  the  Way  to  Emmaus,  He  did  not  think  it  sufficient| 
for  the  raising  and  strengthening  their  Faith,  to  recapitu- 
late some  uf  the  most  eminent  Prophecies  concering  him- 
self, and  to  urge  these  as  so  many  different,  independent 
Arguments  for  their  believing;  but,  as  one  great,  full,  and 
powerful  Argument. — For,--  *'  Beginning  at  Moses  and  all 
the  Prophets,  He  expounded  to  them,  in  all  the  Scriptures; 
ibe  Things  poncerning  himself." 

Those  whom  he  pitched  upon  to  be  his  Witnesses  to  the 
World,  were  such  as  attended  him  through  all  the  Scenes 
of  his  Ministry. — ^They  were  not  furnished  with  an  imper- 
fect Knowledge  of  it,  nor  admitted  only  to  be  conscious 
of  one  or  two  predicted  Events,  bjut  were  acquainted  witi| 
his  Preaching,  his  Miracles,  his  Persecution,  his  Death, 
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differeat  in  all  other  Parte  of  their  €ha^ 
racter^  yet,  as  Historians,  perfectly  coii'* 
sistent.     Now, 


hts  IBurial;  RedUnDsction,  and  Ascension;  for  th6y' were t6 
gite  Brrdencef  not  of  a, partial^  but  of  a  general  Correspon*- 
dence  between  his  Life,  and  the  prophetical  Ptan  of  it.-^ 
^  And  ye  also  (says  he)  shall  bear  Witness  of  me,  because 
ye  ha?e  been  with  me  from  the  Begianin^.^' 

This  mudfl  Ae  Apostles,  when  they  were  about  lo  ap-> 
|mnt  a  Person^  in  the  Room  of  Judaw,  to  the  high 
Office  from  whieh  he  by  Transgression  Ml,  to  de'- 
tennine  th«6 — "  Wherefore,  of  those  Men  who  have 
accompanied  with  us  all  i%e  Time  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
went  in  and  out  among  us.  Beginning  from  the  Bap- 
tism of  Jolin,  unto  that  same  Day  that  he  was  taken 
up  from  us,  must  One  be  ordained,  to  be  a  Witness 
with  us  of  his  Resurrection." — Accordingly, 

The  Evangelists,  who^  from  tto  Bisgiiming,  w«i« 
Eye-Witoeeaes  «nd  Ministem  of  the  W<Mrd,  '^hiMriii^ 
had  perfect  Understanding  of  ttU  flings  from  tb^ 
mery  first;  when  they  wore  about  to  «et  fovth  in  Order, 
a  Declaration  of  those  Tfakij^  which  werfe  inoM  firmly 
believed  among  them,'^  are  not  contented  with  relating 
only  some  of  the  most  memorable  Events  in  his  Ltf^, 
Or  with  applying  to  it  some  ^of  the  most  express  and 
important  Predictions  ;  but  they  lay  before  us  the  whoh 
Scheme  of  his  life  and  Doctrine;  and  seem  careful  to 
inibra  ts  of  some  of  the  most  minute  Instances  jn  them^ 
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What  one  Motive  cbu  possibly  be  thought 
"©f,  (if  we  /set  asifle  the  Conviction  of  Truth,) 


and  te  apply  some  of  the  more  indirect  Prophecief 
which  were  mere  likely  to  escape  the  Notice  .of  com- 
ipon  Enquirerii. 

St.  Matthew   espechtlly  has  been   so  diligent  in  col- 
fecting  the  Prophetic  Testimonies  of   Christ,  that  there 
18  scarce    a  single  Occurrence  which  ever  happened  to 
him,  but  what  he  shews  to  have  been  foretold  by  some 
Prophet;— 'SO   insuffideflt  a  Foundation  «f  a  Christian 
i^aith  did  he  think  tiie  fulfilling  any  single  and  separate 
Pfediction  -.—so  industrious  hath  he  been  to  display  to 
us  in  their  full  Force,   the  great  Argument  of  the  wkok 
Life  of  Jesus,  corresponding   to  the  whole  Picture  of  it, 
as  drawn  in  the  Prophetical    Writings  : — And,  the  same 
Design    is    visible   in  (he  Writings  of  the  other  Evan^ 
gdists.        Hence    are    those    frequent    Expressions,    of, 
*'  All   these  Things    were    done,    that  it  might  be  ful- 
filled, which  was   spoken  of  hini'' — "  All  this  came  to 
pass,   that  the  Prophecy,  the   Scripture,    &c.  might  be 
fulfilled'*— And,  '*  thu?   it  is  Written,    and  thus  it   be^ 
bored  Christ  tp  suffi^r/' 

And  will  any  One  now  object  that  they  forgot  this 
Design,  when  they  shewed  a  Resemblance  between  the 
particular  Prophecies,  and  the  particular  A^ts  of  our 
Saviour  ? 

Sut^  it  n(iay  be  said,  that  if  they  intended  to  shew  ns 
tjiis  general  Correspondenpe,  t)iey  should  have  cotleCted 

VQL.    II.  Z 
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thM  knight  hd:ve  thfe  tmifbrm    Influence  on 
WHlers    so  various!     It  icottld  not  be  aitty 


and  applied  the  wliole  %ody  of  the  l^optieeies* — Bbt  tbis 
was  not  requiBice :— for  the  prophetical  WrUii!igd  we^e 
still  extant.  When,  therefore,  they  had  draWn  a  com- 
|>let6  Account  of  the  Transactions  of  Christ,  they  might 
«afbly  leiaye  to  us,  now  possessed  of  both  the  correspond- 
ing Par4»»  to  make  the  Comparison.— We  might  read 
IB  die  Prophete  all  that  the  Messidh  was  to  do  and 
Miffer;  and  in  the  EvangelistSy  all  that  our  Lord  did 
MoA  suffered;  and  therefore,  were  not  unfurnished  with 
eirery  1%ing  that  could  satirfy  us  in  the  Reality  oftiie 
IdkenetfBy  which  runs  through  the  fVholc. 

A  single  Prophecyi  then,  would  be  but  of  little  Avail  • 
nayf  rather  indeed,  would  lead  us  to  Error  and  Confu- 
sion ;  as  the  Coincidence  of  it  with  the  Erem,  tnight 
possibly  be  accidental,  if  not  applicable  to  many ;  and 
therefore  to  be  fixed  to  certaiu  to  no  One. — But,  when  we 
take  in  the  universal  Proof  to  our  Aid,  and  see  how 
all  the  Prophecies  concenter  in  Christ,  aud  were 
fulfilled  in  him  altogether,  and  in  him  only,  they 
undeniably  prove  him  to  be  the  Messiah  and  Saviour 
of  lihe  World. 

'<  God,  with  whom  a.Thoiusand  Years  »to  as  one  Oay^ 
and  one  Day  as  a  Thousand  Years,"  could  have  finisbed 
the  Redemption,  as  well  as  the  Creation,  in  a  Moment : — 
But,  as  Jn  one  Case,  he  adapted  his  Operations  to  the 
IJnderstanding ;    so,   in  the  other,  to  the  Necessities  of 
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Ingredient  in  Iheif  CoastitiHkjn  ;~for,  her^ 
are  the  Sanguine  and  Pblegim^tic  —  tl^ 
Active  spd  itbe  Cqnteoiplative— the  Warii^ 
and  the  Sedate — l^ome  vfhq  enjoyed  all  th^ 
Fir^  of  Imagiqaliaq,  and  others  wba  pw-^ 
lessed  all  the  Coolnessf  of  Judgmept. 

It  could  not  be    ?iny   Similarity  of  Edu- 


his  Cr^atnreft. — He  cottl4  have  brought  together  all  th^ 
giraa4  Apparittiis  of  this  Mystery.  ov«rwb«li9Nig  opf 
A^e  with  the  Lustre  and  Astonishment  which  such  aj( 
Assemblage  o(  Prodigies  must  create.  ^Bi^t,  by  the 
regular  Distribution  qf  them»  .which  hi9  Wisdom  hat^ 
made,  what  an  ample  Provision  arises  for  the  Neces- 
sities of  all  I  By  thus  disseminating  them  with  an  even 
Qand,  tf^rougb  all  Ag9s»  he  ^wak^oed^  at  evei:^  fit 
Period^  the  languishing  Faith  of  the  Worl^  ;  r^freshin^ 
th^  thirsty  Souls  of  bis  faithful  Servants  with  a  due 
Share  of  his  Goodness;  ever  repairing  the  decayed 
Impressions  of  his  unfailing  Promises,  and  keeping  and 
strengthening  their  Hopes  by  renewed  Asauranoea  of 
his  gr^qiQU^  ]|lntent|oi)s  i  and  ev^a  o^r  Faith  19  strevgtt^ 
^n^A  hy  tb^  Pemofist^ations  of  Wiisdom  a^4  Gopd^ 
nes^y  which  break  in  uj^on  us,  while  we  copten^plate 
a  Scheme  thus  unfolded,  and  thus  supported.  The 
Testimony  of  it  yielding  greater  Weight  to  us,  by 
being  plaeed  so  ren^Qte  from  us;  the  Evideace  of 
ftop\jkem9  fttill  WCreasiflg  yiritb  tiiQir  Pist^QQ^  bi^m^H 
l^r^d^Qt^  ^Ev/eiit^, 
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cation,  any  Prepossession  of  Sentiment,  or 
Adberence  to  farorite  Principles  ;  nor  lastly, 
to  any  Union  of  Interest :  for,  here  ivere 
the  Ignorant  and  the  Learned ;  those  of  sim- 
ple unadorned  Minds^,  and  those  nvho  had 
been  enriched  and  refined  with  all  the  Ad- 
vantages of  Culture  and  Instruction : — Some 
trained  up  in  all  the  Affluence  and  Splen- 
dour of  a  Court ;  and  some,  who  hardly  as- 
pired above  the  Humility  of  a  Cottage: — 
Here  virere  the  Successful  and  the  Unfortu- 
nate, the  Martial  and  the  Timorous,  the 
Monarch  and  the  Mechanic:  In  a  Word, 
here  were  Men  engaged  in  the  most  discordant 
3cenes  of  Life.     Now,« 

When  we  see  a  Plan  so  far  above  the 
Compass  of  human  Genius  to  com  prebend , 
as  the  present^  described  by  the  joint  Assis- 
tance of  Men,  in  every  Circumstance,  so  dis- 
tinguished ;  and  this  too,  executed  with  the 
satne  Consistency  and  Uniformity,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  regular  Work  of  some  great  and 
single  Genius;  what  can  we  conclude,  but 
that  the  Spirit  of  Divine  Wisdom  presided 
over  the  whole  Work,  assigning  to  each  his 
Part,  and  so  ccmdacting  him  through  it^ 
that  this  universal  Harmony  might  still  be 
preserved. 
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Caii  any  one  look  on  this  Collection  of 
Wonders,  and  yet  retain  the  least  Suspicion 
of  Doubt?— Can  he  behold  them  publickly 
exhibited  in  all  Ages  and  Countries  ; — before 
promiscuous  Multitudes  of  all  Ranks  and  Con- 
ditions; and  can  \ve  think  that  all  this  may 
yet  be  resolved  into  Artifice  and  Deception, 
by  imagining  in  all  these  Instances,  a  lucky 
Concurrence  of  Boldness  and  Subtilty  in  the 
Actors  on  the  one  Hand,  with  a  proper 
Quantity  of  Credulity  and  Infatuation  in  the 
Witnesses  on  the  other  ?~He  who  can  en- 
tertain the  Suspicion,  must  himself  possess 
an  uncommon  Share  of  the  Weakness  now 
in  Question. 

Had  there  been  only  one  f^rophecy,  and 
th^t  at  no  great  Distance  from  the  Event,  it 
might  possibly  be  doubted  whether  it  ought 
to  be  derived  any  further  than  from  human 
Sagacity,  favoured  by  Chance. — As  we  re- 
move the  Prophecy  further  back,  and  again 
as  we  add  to  the  Number  of  Prophecies, 
the  Doubt  gradually  looses  Jts  Probability, 
and  dies  away.  —  But  where  there  is  a 
Chain  of  Prophecies^  set  at  all  Distances 
from  their  Events,  delivered  by  different  Per- 
sons,   and  yet  dependent  among  themselves': 
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we  are  then  at  tiiberty  to  make  hw^^R  Dis- 
cernment as  deep-9ighted,  and  Chance  w 
propitious  as  possible;  yet  they  are,  both  nf 
them,  absolutely  too  narrow  to  raise  the  least 
Doubt  upon ;  —  for,  in  this  Case,  we  have 
to  account  not  only  fnr  the  Coincidence  of 
the  Prophecies  and  their  Events ;  but  fur<* 
tber,  for  that  surprising  Correspondence 
amongst  the  Inspired  of  all  Ages  ;  Men  un- 
der such  different  Circumstances,  and  in  all 
other  Respects  so  dissimilar,  which  could 
impress  upon  their  seyeral  Prophecies  an 
uniforip  Tendency,  and  connect  them  toge- 
ther iu  a  well  concerted  Series. 

Such  is  the  complicated  Labour  of  the 
Atheist,  when  he  would  striice  out  a  System 
without  the  Help  of  an  Intelligence. 
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PART  XV. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Proof  Jfom  Prophecy  continued. 

Having  already  considered  the  great  Evi- 
dence of  Prophecy,  in  Proof  of  our  Saviour's 
Divinity,  and  established  the  Credibility  of  it, 
in  general ;  I  shall  now  consider  it  a  little 
more  circumstantially,  and  ask  the  foUov^ing 
Question ;  with*  the  Resolves  to  it :  — 

Oan  «uch  k  Scheme  be  merdy  an  Ifiventv^n 
of  the  Historians  m.  recdtding  it  * — ^No. — ^Thfere 
is  ah  Uiiiformity  running  throtigb  it,  wfatdi 
wiH  not  stiifer  as  to  thint:  it  the  cai^al  Piro- 
dnctidn  of  h  Number  of  Men,  so  t^mote  in 
their  Agesi,  divided  in  the^  Interests,  and  dis* 
tinguished  in  their  Geniuses. 
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That  each  Author  directed  his  fortuitous 
Labours  on  his  ov^n  detached  Plan,  so  exactly 
according  to  Rule  and  Measure,  that,  out  of  all 
these  Parts,  accidently  put  together,  there 
arose^  as  out  of  a  Chaos,  one  harmonious  and 
well-proportioned  Whole,*  Is  too  absurd  a  So- 
lution for  any  reasonable  Inquirer  to  acquiesce 
in. — But, 

If  devious  Fancy  is  sufficient  for  the  Pur- 
pose, and  Intention  must  be  allowed  necessary 
for  such  a  Production,    shall  we  say,   then, 
that    each    of    these    Historians    copied   his 
Part  from  some  pr^-conceived   Model  ?  —  If 
there  was  such  ^  Mpdel,  it   must   have  b^een 
designed   by   Afosfis^    who  exec^te(J  the  firsjt 
Part  of  the  History. -T-But,  allowing  that  the 
Design    was   finished   in    th^  most    masterly 
Manner  ;  yet,  bow  w^s  it  communicatecji  to  the 
succeeding  Historians,  and  concealed  at  tha 
same   Time  from    all  the  rest   of   Mankind, 
who  were  to  be  deceived   by  it  ?    How  was 
it  contrived,  that,  after  lyipg  buried  at   lur 
tervals  for  a  long  Space  of  Time^  it  should 
come  to  be  revived  precisely  at  those  critical 
Periods  when  it  was  to  be  resum^d^  are  disr. 
covered  to  those  only  who  werp  best   qua- 
lified to  carry  it  on  ? 
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But  were  it  possible  to  think  of  some  Con- 
trirance,  by  which  it  might  be  conveyed 
down  from  Centnry  to  Century,  and  made 
all  the  Way  to  sink  and  emerge  in  a  conveni- 
ent Manner,  still  it  will  be  asked,  what  In- 
ducement could  be  annexed  to  it  to  engage 
the  Historians  to  undertake  their  assigned 
Parts? 

If  it  was  to  bribe  them  with  Affluence, 
Ease,  and  Grandeur,  we  might  suppose  David 
and  jPaniel  to  have  been  overcome  by  such 
Temptations;  but  what  Power  could  they 
have  over  the  Majority,  who  neither  enjoyed, 
nor  wished  to  enjoy  such  Advantages  ?  — 
Say,  that  it  was  empowered  by  some  Allure- 
ment or  other,  no  Matter  what,  to  influence 
and  give  a  proper  Turn  to  their  Minds :  — . 
But,  how  could  it  actuate  Minds  so  dif- 
ferently turned,  as  their  Productions  show 
them  to  have  been?  How  could  it  put  in 
Motion  the  sublime  Conceptions  of  the  Psalm- 
ist^— ^  the  enraptured  Fancy  of  Isaiah, — the 
Soul  of  the  Priest  of  Anathotht-  and  the  tran- 
quil Minds  of  the  Evangelists? -r~  In  short, 
there  can  be  no '  Motive  thought  of,  that 
could    bias  such  a  Variety  of  Dispositions, 
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to  a  Concurrence  in  a  Deoeit ;  and  there- 
fore, it  mttst  be  concluded,  that  the  Histo-^ 
rians  have  described  to  us  what  appeared;, 
to  them  at  feast^  to  be  real  Occm-rences   anrf 

actual  Events^  ' 

>  '        .' 

Perhaps^  then^  the-  honest  Histoirian&'wcir^ 
themselves  imposed  upon  among  the  resf  oif 
Mankind^  by  the  Subtilty  of  those  who  were 
employed  in  the  Management  of  this  pretende<| 
Revelation* 

Now,  we  might  insist,  that  since  the  His- 
torians were  all  of  them  also  engaged  in  the 
Action,  it  was  impossible  iot  them  to  be 
Impostors  in  the  Capacity  of  Performers,, 
wkile  they  are  presumed  honest  as  Histo- 
rians.— But,  let  us  overlook  this  Advantage, 
and  set  them  before  us  in  the  single  Light 
as  Actors. 

Mei^  again,  if  they  are  said  to  be  Im*- 
posters,,  the  same  Set  of  nnan^wers^le  Dif-- 
Acuities  wiU  recur^  only  miicfa  corroborated 
Ay  theCivcttmstance,  that  the  Series  of  Actor» 
is  mucb  longer  than  that  of  Historians,,  and 
their  Characters  more  various. 

If  they  carried  their  Views  no  farther  tha» 


Digitized 


by  Google 


P^r^ved  from  Prophet^^  1 8 

^l^t  every  one  might  gain  Success,  to  his. 
^wn.  private.  Part  of  the  Imposture^  how 
Tvas  it  possible,  that  so  great  a  Number  of 
^liepi  and  random  Inventions,  when  they  w€r^ 
\)y.  ^^ccidentf  aji^plied  to  each  oth^r,  shonhi 
pqt  only  keep  clear  of  Bepugnancy  and 
C,ol|i^ion»  but  should  fsUl  at  onc^  into  a 
m^st  beautifql  Arrangement,  and  btring'  with 
Ithein  ail  the  Marks  of  Relation,  previous 
JDesign^    apd    mutual  Dependency? 

'  But  if  «hey  ^Iso  acted  in  CkNttcaii,  Ahelt 
f^lan  must  h^v^  b^en  coirtriyed  .by>  Adam^ 
4Bince*  He  first  made  Way  for  4f,  by  abasing 
his  Posterity,  with  the  Notion  of  a  Fa!}|  an4 
4he  prej;ended  Expediency  and  Promise  pf  a 
Redemption,  — The  Difficulty,  therefore,'  is 
much  injcreased.  siace  it  is  to  biet  convey- 
ed some  thousand  Ye^rs  further  than  when 
it  was  supposed  to  c.ome  from  Moses '^  and 
Precautions  are  to  be  taken,  that,  as  it 
passes  down  through  Ages  of  Science,  jt  may 
b^  covered  all  the  while  from. the  Deluded, 
^nd  un-veiled  only  to  the  Agents  in  its  Pro^ 
|)aga.tiit)n,— Put,  .  ,    _     , 

Were    it   possible  to !  tliink  of  some  secret 
Means  of   Communication   between   the   ex^ 
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treme  Ages  of  the  World,  some  bidden  Cbait-^ 
nel,  by  which  a  general  Scheme  might  h^ve 
been  conveyed,  unsuspected  to  the  rest  of 
Mankind,  frdm  Impostor  to  Impostor,  from 
yfcfant  to  the  Apostles; — Yet, 'what  shall  we 
say,  induced  them  to  engage  in  the  Attempt ; 
or,  by  what  lucky  Contingency, .  or  wise  Pre- 
ordination, did  a  Set  of  Men,  duly  qualified; 
arise  at  fit  Intervals,  and  take  their  Stations 
for  the  Execution  of  it?  Shall  we  suppose 
thein  (for  some  Motive  they  must  b^vp)  to  be 
^educed  by  any  of  those :  threie  Temptation^ 
which  draw  the  Bulk  of  Mankind  after  them^ 
Riches,  Honoujns,  or  Pleasures  ? 

Avarice  ijiight,  perhaps,  find  its  Account 
ifi  the  numerous  Flocks  and  Herds  of  the 
Patriarchs,  or  in  the  ^ffluence  pf  a  Lapd 
flowing;  with  Milk  and  Honev : — But  it  could 
liever  be  ^varice  which  consented  to  resign 
all  its  Pretensions  for  generous  and  chari- 
table Uses,  and  to  sell  its  Land$(  for  the  Sup- 
port  of  the  Needy. 

The  intrepid  Law-giver  of  the  Israelites,  or 
Ae  aspiring  Son  of  Jesse,  might  have  bpen 
fired  by  Ambition :  but  it  could  not  be  Am- 
jbition  which  exposed  the  Prophet  JBalaam  to 
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the  angry  Rebuke  of  the  King  of  Moab ;  <*  I 
tfaouji:ht  to  promote  tfaee  to  Honour,  but  the 
Lord  hath  kept  thee^baek  from  Honour."--- 
It  could  not  be  Ambition  which  encouraged 
the  Prophets  so  constantly  to  thwart  the  In* 
clinations  of  the  Great. — It  could  not  be  Am- 
bition which  taught  Hnmi]jty  to  the.  Disci- 
ples of  a  crucified  Af  aster. 

Pleasures  might  find  their  Way  into  the 
splendid  Court  of  David ;  but  it  could  not 
be  in  Pursuit  of  Pleaisures,  that  the  Fore- 
runner of  our  Lord  retired  into  the  Wil^ 
derness  and  came  preaching  and  practicing 
the  austere  Duties  of  Patience  and  Self- 
Denial : — It  could  not  be  a  Love  of  Plea- 
sure, which  formed  so  many  Heroes  in  Suf- 
fering ;  which  furnished  the  glorious  Army 
of  Martyrs^  or  even  the  Catalogue  of  those 
who  were  '^  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented." 
Indeed,,  the  shiping  Piety  of  most  of  those 
lyho  acted  in  the  Service  of  Revelation, 
is  alone  sufficient  to  convince  us,  that  they 
must  have  bcjen  Proof  against  every  indirect 
])fotiye. 

Yet,  there  are  some  who  have  thought 
pf  a  Motive,    which,    they    say,    Ihis    very 
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Piety  wduld  rat^r  expose-  th^  tO;,  thai) 
i^eCufif  them  agaiiii^tfc*^For,  might  uot  a  Spi-j 
rit  of  SkahMsiafm^  after  they  were  delu^ec} 
by  it.theroselve^.  be  the  inaqcQat  Oc<;aaioi| 
ci  their  aitemptm^  to  draw  Oth^«  ii^tp  ti^ 

«itt^'        . '.    ■   ;    .         -..:.  \  -      ,  ■  ; 

If  the  deep  Complaiaings  and  mournful 
Strains,  so  frequently  occurring  iii  the  Pro-' 
phets,  iuoidicate^  ])|e)anchp]y  whi$:h  iuspired 
IbQirSangs  of  fxaltatioA  wd ,  Jriiynpfa  ;  yet 
it  cOQld  not  b0  Melancholy  i^hicb  tuqec}  tbq 
joyful  flarp  of:i>aa;iid.h- Should  the  ill jte.^ 
rate  Pisciptes  be  tbppght  to  be  9P^n  ,to.  tb<? 
Charge  of  Jg»0rfli4ce  aod  Credulity ;  ye^ 
surely*  the  iocseduloua.  Ti^im<^jf:  and .  th^ 
learaod  Scb^hr  of  Gamalii^l),  and  itbe  im- 
placable Per«ectttwr  pf  Christianity,  are  JEx-> 
^mptious. 

But,  could  it  be  rendered  in  any  Decree 
probable  that  the  religious  Frenzy  *  had  pos* 
i^essed  such  a  Variety  of  Characters,  and  that 
the  Succession  of  Prophets  had  unfortunately 
eaughtthe  Contagion  from  each  other; — yet 
would  it  be  utterly  iaconsisteut  with  the 
Nature  of  JEntbusias^m,  to,  conceive  a  JViun- 
bej:  of  unhappy  Men,    wnder   it^   Jpfl«enop^ 
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acting  cbnsistentljr  wkh  themsdveSt  and  with 
feacb  other.  ^ 

.  To  imagine  a  System,  *  \<^hich  Reason  c^Ht 
not  improve,  could  be  engendered  by  Mad« 
ness,  and  perfect  Harmony  be  maintained 
amongst  the  Extravagancies,  and  Ravings^ 
and  unnatural  Formations  of  a  delirious  Fancy^ 
is  to  think  and  act  like  one  of  these* 

But,  If  neither*  the  Honesty  of  thei# 
Intentions,  nor  the  Soundness  of  their  Un- 
derstandings coQld  be  defended,  to  our  Sa- 
tisfaction, it  would  still  be  impossible  to 
account  for  the  Success  of  such  an  Imposr 
ture. — For» 

Will  it  be  said,  that  it  was  imposed  by 
Authority^  or  established  by  Power  ? — Noali, 
the  Father  of  the  New  World,  had  Power; 
and  Abraham,  the  Father  of  that  Family  to 
which  the  Revelation  was  long  confined,  had 
Authority, —  the  victorious  Leader  of  the 
Israelites,  and  the  chief  Favorite  of  the  fia- 
balonish  Monarch,  had  Power: — but,  what 
Power  conld  the  unbefriended  Prophets 
pretend  to,  or  the  persecuted  Disciples  of 
Him,  wha  ^'  had  not  where  to  lay  his  Headi^'f 
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Was  it  by  superior  Ijeaming^  Subtilty  of 
Genius,  or  a  deep  Knowledge  of  the  Powers 
of  Nature,  that  they  were  enabled  to  delude 
the  World  ? — "  Moses  was  learned  in  all  the 
Wisdom,  of  the  Egyptians,  and  -was  Mighty 
in  Words,  and  in  Deeds/'— />amW  was  Mas- 
ter of  the  Secrets  of  the  Chaldean  Magi,— 
Paul  of  Tarsus  is  ranked  amongst  the  most 
learned  Orators :  But  what  Art,  what  Force 
of  Genius,  had  the  Shepherd  Amos^  or  the 
unlettered  Fishermen  of  Galilee  ? 

Perhaps,  it  will  be  wished  to  shift  the  Sup- 
position, and  to  say,  That  the  Imposture 
might  have  been  established  without  the  As- 
sistance of  great  abilities.  —  It  might  have 
been  so  silently  conducted,  as  to  have  escaped 
the  Notice  of  those  who  were  concerned 
to  detect  it ;  or  the  Witnesses,  if  there  were 
any,  might  have  entertained  it  upon  very  slen- 
der Proofs,  being  ignorant,  credulous  and 
prejudiced  in  its  Favour. 

That  it  was  not  transacted  in  Obscurity, 
they  who  floated  in  the  Ark  over  a  drowned 
World,  and  in  them,  all  their  Posterity, 
had  a  Proof  never  to  be  forgotten.  That 
the    Miracles    of    Moses  were  not  done  in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Proved  from  Prophecy.  193 

Hcitiretnent,.  witness;  a  whole  Land,  groaning 
tinder  rPlagnes,  inflicted  at .  his  ,  Command  \ 
witness. her  desolated  Fields,  her  darkened 
Atmosphere,  and  her  expiring  Sons.: 

That  tie  Miracles  of  our  Saviour,  and  his 
Apostles,  did  not  shun  the  Light,  a  fainting 
Multitude,  sustained  by  food,   created  under 
the  Test  pf  their  own  astonished  Senses— the 
Sick    publicly  restored  to  Health — the  Dead 
publicly  restored  to  Life; — the  utmost  Bounds 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  promiscuous  Thou- 
sands,   **out  of  every  Nation  under  Heaven, 
Parthjans,  and  Medes,  and  Elamites,  and  the 
Dwellers  in  Mesopotamia,  and  in  Judea,  arid 
Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  and  Asia,    Phrygia, 
and  Pamphylia,   in  Egypt,  and  in  the  Parts 
of   Lybya  <about^  Cyrene, ,ai^d    Strangers,  of 
Rom^,    Jews,,   and    Proselytes,    Cretes,    and 
Arabians,".. will  bear  Witness. 

That  they  could  be  imposed  upon  through  • 
Ignorance,  the  boasted  Wisdom  of  the  Egyp- 
tianSy-  the  -  recondite   Learning  of  the  -Ma^i^  •  j 

the  scrupulous  Philosophy  of  Athens,  and  the- 
polite  Arts,   carried  with    the    Roman  Arms 
into  roost  Parts  of   the  known   World,   will 
not  suffer  us  to  suspect. 
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if  it  l)e  tlK^dglit  tkat  they  migbt  wtttmg^ 
be  deoeived,  through  Pvcjudicev  ceU  ta  Mind 
the  hatd  Bondage  of  the  chosen  Peefik  m 
^Sypt*  ^^  Phannfii$  bofilile  Puraiifit  adfter 
thf  i?  Ho^ts,  and  their  murmuring  ^ud  muti- 
liOQS  BebaviQur  to  Moses  in  the  Pesert,  apd 
the  persecuted  State  pf  the  Propheta  afler 
th^m.  That  the  Qentiles  did,  not  receive 
(/bri^tiaiiiiy  with  the.  Readiness  of  Preposr 
geflu^ioni  let  the  Blood  of  the  Martyrs  write 
in,  ioidelible  Characters  ;^ -^  Tl^at  the  Jei^rish 
Nation  wa«  not  bigotted  in  l^^voi^r  of  our 
t.9rd;  let  the  Horror  of  that  Shout,  '^Cro- 
<;ifj^  him,  crucify  him;*'  proclaim  to    all  th^ 

Finalty,  '*  For  the  greater  Confirmation  of 
our  Faith/*  in  this  Point,  call  to  Mind  ther 
Diffidence  and  Scrupulous  Exactness  of  a 
chosen  Disciple,  in  this  Case,  *'  Bxeept  I 
sJbaU  8^  i^  hif(  Pandg  th«  Print  of  the  Najis, 
an4  put  nqr  J^iiigeir  in^  the  Print  o^  th|9  Naite,^ 
a^  thrusli  my  Qa^ji  into  h»  ^d^t^  I  wiJUk 
Qpt.  ^lelieye/' 

To  cpmpjcehend  all  at  once-— Could  we 
suppose  all  possible  Advantages  of  Power 
and  Genius  on  one  Side,  opposed  to  all  the 
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yel^  cmroi  thniu  wtere  all  tbe  fit  SagfncB  of 
Imposture  work  toiler  tbe  €ai^t  <^f  a  fiiFCMS 
aide  DeVmrnoi^  their  conld  net  mtMmk  il«di 
an  Imposture  Jtti  tUd«  Urt  aU  biinbaii  AU^ 
lities  be  accumulated  in  the  Actors,  and  the 
Witnesses  loaded  (contrary  to  all  imaginable 
tleason,  and  known  ^act)  with  all  human 
Weakness  and  Defects; — Let  a  Vein  o^  Craft, 
and  a  Vein  of  Credulity  run  Parallel  to  eacli 
other,  through  the  Aj^te-deluvian,  the  f^atri* 
archil,  the  Mosaic,  the  Prophetical,  and 
Apostolical  Ages ;  yet  still,  the  Harmony 
that  appears  throughout  the  Plan  of  Reve- 
lation, is  of  such  a  Nature,  as  makes  it 
afesoltftely  impofiisiblef  tn  b^  the  Pt^dutrt  of 
fifinsfttnrty  tbti»  iockfty  oir^nnslaAcei. 

For.  except  the  Aggregate  of  Human  Power 
could  rise  at  last  to  Omnipotence,  and  the  Sum 
of  human  Knowledge  could  amoiknt  to  Omni- 
science, they  could  never  have  done  more  to 
take  all  Advantages  of  jMsesent  Occurrences;—, 
they  cuuld  ne«^er  ha:ire  contrived,  nor  conducted 
a  Scheme,  whose  Success  dependec^  on  EventSi 
situated  in  remotest  Futurity;  which  was  so 
wwpisit^f  lai^eomtiMdM^  to  ^t^rf  Ohitige 
Jtttf  CtifaMMfiano^  thirt  ik^tM  aiAw  Arottj^Ek 
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succeeding  Times ; —  in  wbose  Bfeginnmg 
migJbt  be  seen,  (as  it  were)  the  Rudiments ^and 
Seeds  of  its  Perfection;  and  whose  Accom* 
pljshment'was  a  wonderful  Realizing^  of  £vent&» 
imagined  in' its  State  of  Immaturity. 

Such  a  Scheme  could  never  have  been  car- 
ried into  Execution  by  any  one  but  Him,  ''who 
declares  the  End  from  (he  Beginning,  and 
from  Ancient  Times,  the  Things  that  are  not 
yet  done;  saying,  My  Council  shall  stand, 
and  I  will  do  all  my  Pleasure."— It  could  be 
planned  by  no  Wisdom  but  thafj  which 
"  reacheth  from  one  End  to  the  other  mightily, 
and  sweetly  orderefh  all  Things/^ 

To  these  incontestible  '  Proofs  of  the  Old 
Testament  Prophecy,  our  Saviour  appealed 
for  his  being  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  promised  Redeemer  of  Mankind :— From 
these  the  Apostles  reasoned  with  such  Suc- 
cess, that  they  were  the  Means  by  which 
thousands  of  Jews  were  very  early  convinced 
that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah;  who  embraced 
the  Gospel,  and  lived  and  died  his  faithful 
Disciples. 

Add  to  thjsy  Christ's  own  Prophetic  Spirit, 
wluch.was  no  less  a  Proof  of  bis  Divinity,  than 
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the  Prophecfes  whiob-  weiit'b^ar&  comr^kniiig 
him :— For  God^ challenges  this,  as  a  ^^pecwliar 
Property  of  Divinity,  (*) 

*  He  very  particularly,  and  at  several  Times 
foretold  his  own'  Deaths  *  and  the  Circum- 
stances of  it,  (Matt.  xvi.  21.) — that  the  Chief 
Priests  should  condemn  him  to  death,  and 
deliver  him  to  the  Gentiles,  (i.  e.)  to  Pilate 
and  the  Roman  Soldiers,  '*to  mock,  and 
scourge,  and  crucify  him ;"  (Matt.  xx.  18. 
19.) — that  he  should  be  betrayed  into  their 
Hands — that  Judas  Iscariot  was  the  Person 
who  would  betray  him,  (Matt*  xxvi.  i23.) — 
that  all  his  Disciples  would  forsake  him,  and 
flee,'  (Matt.  xxvi.  31.)  —  that  Peter  parti- 
cularly would  thrice  deny  him  .  in  one  Night, 
(Matt.  xiv.  30.)— He  foretold  further,  that  he 
would  rise  again  the  third  Day,  (Matt.  xvi. 
21.) — that  after  his  Ascension,  he  would  send 
down  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  his  Apostles, 
(John  XV.  26.) — which  should  enable  them  to 
Work  many  Miracles,  (Mark  xvi.  17.) — In 
all  these  Predictions  we  perceive  the  most 
exact    Correspondence   with    the   subsequent 


(*)  liaiah  zli.  28. 
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Svtetee  by  irfikh  mr  Iiord tlerigoed  to c<»- 
Wobe  Us  DtKiplei  tkmt  li^  iims,  til  Trtitii,  the 
Messiah. 

.  ^^Hom  I  teU^  jfou  (sailh  be)  .if/br«  it  cOtne 
to  pass,  that  wbea  it  jb  oome,  ye^  may  believe 
that  lam  He." 

Ifiie  roretold  also  tbe  Destruction  of  Jierte- 
salemy  with  such  very  particular  Circum- 
stanced, (*)  that  no  Man  who  reads  JosepKus 
History  of  that  dreadful  and  unparalleled  Cala- 
mity, can^  vptihout  Che  greatest  Obstinacy 
imaginable,  doubt  of  our  Saviour's  Divine 
Fore-lLiiowledge. 

The  Cdlamily  ftsdf  tv^  to  be  «o  sudden 
and  uttimml,  a»  t^  be  'COiopared  to  i)ye 
•^tk^vMg  iMmiag  out  of  the  East,  aivd 
sbiAing  Mito  the  Wegt."  The  Suflferingg  iK 
the  5^vm  before^  ^^  mA  ufUr  (he  Siege,  were 
ii^  be  f  teat  4)eyond  aH  fixample.  The  Rnitt 
of  the  Temple  mm  te  be  ^  eempkfte,  ttrrt 
Mie  Stone  mttA  «Mft  to  musmiIi  upon  ^nofthw, 
attd   the  Oibf  wteift  to  be  levelled  i^Mv  the 


(«)  In  the  whole  26th.  Chapter  of  St.  Matthew,   and 
the  13th.  of  St.  Mad^  ttaiiti*MIN;.t«rSt.  Luke. 
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pr^fint  GflMMlioiU  r 

If  we  compare  this  Prophecy  of  Christ 
tvjth  the  PalfllmeHt  of  H,  as  velated  hy  .^^e- 
j^ikr^v  ^e  shall  be  ready  te  iHiftgrne  k  te  fci 
an  History  ef  thfe  dreadful'  Jadgment,  rather 
than  a  JPyecRetk)B  of  It,  irritlen  abmit  Forty 
If  ears  before  the  Event. 

fie  foretold*  fikew^  many*  I^ticnlars 
coiicenung;  the  future  Success  of  the  Gos^l, 
9md  what  should  l^appen  to.  several  of  hb 
P^scijples:  He  foreitold  what  Objection  and 
I^ersecution  thejf  would  mee;t  with  in  tbeif 
Preaching ,  (Matt.  x.  17.)  He  foretold  what 
particular  kind  of  Death  St*  Peter  should 
die,  (John  xxi.  18.) — and  hinted  that  St. 
John  should  live,  till  after  the  Destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  (John  xxi.  22.) — and  yet,  not- 
withstanding all  Opposition  and  Persecution, 
the  Gospel  should  yet  have  such  Success  as 
to  spread  itself  over  all  the  World.  (Matt, 
xvi  18,  xxiv.  14,  xxv.  19.)  (*) 


(*)  Sec  Note,  Vol.  II.  Page  167. 
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All,  and, every  One  of  <. which. Particulars 
were  exactly  accomplished,  without,  failing' in 
any  Respect. 

Sqme  of  these  Things,  are. of  permanent^and 
visible  .£ffects,  even  to  this  Day  ; — particularly 
the  Captivity  and  Dispersion.  \of  the  Jews, 
through  all.Nations,  for  more  than. One  ^Thou- 
sand Seven  Hundred  Years,  , and  yet. their 
continuing  a  distinct  People,  in  Order  to  the 
fulfilling  the  Prophecies  of  Things  still  future. 

If,  therefore,  the  Truth  of  our  Saiviour's 
Divinity  was  to  be  tried^  by  the  Fulfilment 
of  his  Prophecies  only :  this  (we  think)  would 
fully  prove  it  to  every  intelligent  and  impar- 
tial Mind. 
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PART  XVI. 


ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  from 
his  Miracles. 


All  Fajth  ijs  founded  upon  Evidence,  con- 
sequeptly  tlje  more  and  stronger  Eyidence 
we  have  of  any  Facts,  the  stronger  our  Faith 
must  be. — In  Divine  Things  the  more  fully  we 
are  satisfied  of  the  Divine  Interposition,  the 
more  readily  wj)l  our  Minds  acquiesce,  and  the 
greater  Confidence  shall  we  place  in  the  Things 
revQaled  for  our  Instrqctiop  and  Comfort. 

The  great  Question,  therefore,  with  every 
Christian  should  be,  *^  Upon  what '  Grounds 
are  we  assured,    that  the    Revelation    made 

VOL.  II,  ^  c 
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202  The  Divinity  of  Christ 

by  Jesus  Christ  is  true,  and  from  God?" — 
It  contains,  undoubtedly.  Declarations  of  the 
utmost  Moment,  and  of  the  highest  Comfort: 
— The  Truths  of  which  it  behoves  all  Men 
to  examine ;  and  it  concerns  all  Men  to 
believe  and  embrace  them,  if  true.     Now, 

To  fix  the  Certainty  of  Revelation,  and 
to  establish  Religion  on  a  firm  Foundation, 
God  hath  given  it  two  Sorts  of  Proofs,  which 
are^  at  the  same  Time,  suited  to  the  Capacities 
of  the  most  Simple,  and  superior  to  all  the 
Subtilties  of  the  Incredulous;  which  visibly 
bear  the  Character  of  Omnipotence;  and 
which  neither  all  the  Endeavours  of  Man, 
or  Cunning  of  Devils,  have  been  able  to 
imitate.  These  consist  oJF  Prophecies  and 
Miracles.  The  first  of^these  1  have  already 
considered  ;  proceed  we,  therefore,  to  that  of 
Miracles. 

And  here,  If  the  Truth  of  the  ancient 
Scriptures  had  not  been  supported  by  the 
Fulfilment  of  so  many  Prophecies  ; — or  even 
bad  there  been  no  Prediction  respecting  Jesus 
Christ  in  those  Writings ;  yet  Christianity 
would  have  come  sufficiently  recommended 
by  the  splendid  Miracles  recorded  in  them ; 
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— which  were  plain»  public,    and  multiplied 
many  Ways :  (*)  long  foretold  and.  expected  f 


(*)  Our  Reasoning  with  regard  to  Miracles ^  is  ex« 
actly  parallel  to  that  of  Prophecies,  For,  if  we  take 
only  One  Miracle,  it  might  be  thought  by  some  to  be 
a  well-conducted  Deceit,  imposed  upon  a  credulous 
Multitude,  contributing  to  their  own  Delusion.  As  tbd 
Miracles  are  repeated,  the  Probability  of  Delusion  will 
dimiiiish;  and  when  they  are  sufficiently  multiplied,  it 
must,  at  length,  entirely  ceas«*  But,  when  there  is  a 
Series  of  Miracles  performed  by  different  Persons,  at 
Times  very  remote  from  each  other,  and  yet  all  concur- 
ring in  the  Support  of  the  same  Design;  we  may  then 
assume  what  Quantity  of  Craft  and  Credulity  possible ; 
for  the  most  extravagant  Measures  of  the  One,  and  all 
the  Contrivances  of  the  Other;  and  these  put  together 
in  a  Manner  -most  convenient  for  the  Purpose,  could 
nearer  .carry  an  Imposture,  equal  to  the  Production  of 
so  many  separate  Miracles: — ^Th^y  could  never  enable. 
us  to  account  for  this  wonderful  Consent  and  Harmony 
amongst  the  unconnected  and  independent  Facts. —<• 
Facts,  so  distant  from  each  other,  in  Time,  and  Place^ 
that  no  human  Means  of  Communication  cuuld  be  opened 
between  them. 

1  When  we  see  the  Miracles  of.  our  Saviour,  and  his 
Disdiples,  of  the  Prophets,  of  Moses,  and  those  exhibited 
to  Abraham^f  all  conspiring  to  give  Testimony  to  the 
SAme  Truth  pCi^il.ll^e  ascribe  this    CJnion  amongst  them 
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lasting  for  a  €ourse  of  Days,  and  sometimes 
for   Years,  — They   were    Facts,    which  the 


to  any  other  but  to  Him,  who  existed  through  all  these 
Periods^  and  who  could,  with  Truth,  utter  this  Paradox, 
'*  before  Abra^m  was,  f  am." 

Add  to  this,  Una  Force  of  the  several  Miracles  that  were 
wrought  in  ConfirnHition  of  the  Prophecies  defirered. 

Kfi  the  First  Miracles  came  in  to  th«' Assistance  of  the* 
first  Prophecy,  so  wd  find  their  Powers  afterwards  coni>- 
bined,  throughout  the  Progress  of  the  Reyelation  ; — Some- 
times Working  alternately,  and  sometimes'  exerting  their 
joint  energy.  The  Yirtne  of  Propbecyhigr  and  Power  of 
doing  Hkaeles,  were  joitoHy  communicated,  and  very 
often  exerted  together,  that  the  Operations  of  the  One 
might  add  Credit  and  Authority  to  the  Dictates  of  the 
other.  The  Light  of  Prophecy,  and  the  Strength  el 
miracles,  were  measured  Out  in  due  Propertione ;  and 
the  remote  Comforts  of  the  former  were  seldom  lelk  long 
unsustahted  by  the  present  and  sensible  Cenvictions  of 
the  latter. 

It  is  another  strong  Circumstance  ef  CoBnectioa  be- 
tween them,  that  the  Miracles  are,  in  many  Cases,  Proofs 
of  the  Prophecies ;  as  whenever  the  Prophecy  receives 
it's  Accomfplishment  in  some  Miraculous  Event. — For 
here  the  Relation  between  them  constitutes  the  whole 
Strength  of  the  Prophecy,  and  makes  the  Miracle  ap» 
pear  doubly  Miraculous.— And  therefore,    in  thia>  Case^ 
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dullest  Understanding  must  be  sensible  of; 
— of  which  the  whole  People  were  not  only 


a  Separation  of  them,  would  be  doing  the  greatest  Vio- 
lence to  Both. — It  would  greatly  disfigure  the  One,  and 
wholly  enervate  the  other. 

But  there  is  a  general  Tie  of  Affinity  between  them  ; 
(viz.)  their  Unity  of  Design. — ^They  are  cfommon  Evidences 
of  the  same  Truth ;  and  therefore,  have  a  Right  to  com* 
mon  Consideration.— Howsoever  Remote  they  are,  yet» 
by  their  Unity  of  Design,  irtien  drawn  together,  and 
formed  into  one  regular  Whole,  they  grow  stronger,  and 
mutually  support  each  other;  even,  as  die  Strength  of 
the  Parts,  in  a  well-constructed  Arch,  is  the  Result* 
not  of  their  own  Solidity  alone,  but  of  their  ttnifona- 
Direction  to  one  common  Centre. 

Thns  do  all  the  Miracles  and  Prophecies  togedier, 
every  one  bringing  in  its  just  Contribution  of  Beauty 
and  Strength,  compose  one  great,  universal,  complete, 
and  all-sufficient  Proof  of  the  Truth  and  Divinity  of 
Christy  and  of  the  Christian  Religion. 

CJpon  the  Whole,— If  the  Series  of  Prophecies  alone, 
was  far  above  the  Effects  of  human  Wisdom;  and 
that  of  Miracles  so  superior  to  the  Efforts  of  human 
Power ;  how  invincible  must  be  the  Force  of  these,  ^when 
united  I  —  What  Combination  of  mortal,  nay,  we  may . 
add,  infernal  Subtilty  and  Strength,  can  be  able  to 
weaken  a  Chain  of  Evidence,  where  such  admirable 
Wisdom^,  and  astonishing  Acts  of  Power  are  knit  to-^ 
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SpectlitorB  and  Witnesses,  bat  themselves  thb 
Matter  and  Object  :-»-they  reaped  the  Advan* 


gether;   and  Miracles  and  Prophecies,  beautifully  inter- 
woTen  with  each  oiher,  conspire  to  one  noble  End? 

If  we  should  grant  that  Artifice,  Penetration,  and 
Authority,  in  League  against  Weakness,  Ignorance,  and 
Inexperience,  might  be  able  to  (jroduce  a  yery  small 
Part  of  these  Things  ;  yet,  as  this  extends,  the  Sus- 
picion of  {Deceit  must  contract,  and  the  Proof  grow 
mci^e  perfect.  AndW'henit  runs  through  all  Ages  (since 
it  t^en  infinitely  out^measures  the  reach  of  all  hnmaa 
Eicity)  the   Suspicion  must  enthrely  vanish  ;  and  l^ 

Idf  become  complete.  So  vast  a  Design  <!ould  be 
pM^e«d  by  no  confederacy,  except  where  He  premded 
who  is  great  in  Counsel,  .and  mighty   in    Operation* 

/Ol&sef^e  Ihk-^oun'ds  iof  Revelation  on  Khis  Point,  as 
marked  otft  to  As  •!»  ^^  &»cred  Writings !     And,  could 
boman^ontrivaDoe'tgive  rise,  'or  human  Bower  Suoceasy 
to  a  #bheihe  of  tfa'dse   Disliensions  ?     Mark  its  increase 
and  Extent  from   the    first.  Steps,   how    steadily  it  ad" 
vances    through    the    sacred  Record  I       How  it  breaks 
ihfougfk  all  InterruptSods,  and  over-bedrs  all  Resistance  1 
— flow  regular  its  Prigress  ! — ^d^p  laid  its  Foundations,' 
-^tidw    kWful  its    Magnitude  f^^ud  ""then  ask,  if  such' 
be  the   Result  of  human   Foresight,  and  human  Abili- 
tilbst-^Ask,  if    that  fiubtilty,   whose    most    contiguoi/i* 
IJesigns   are  very  supet'ficial  and  uncertain,  could  Wo^k' 
al  such  a  Distance,'  so  deeply,    and  so    stirefy  7  •^'''K ' 
that  I^ower,    which   bhds   ttsell'  ronnteracted    and'^'dir- 
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tages,  ^nd  perceived  the  Effects  of  them, 
and  had  their  own  Happiness  or  Misery 
depending  on  them  ;  such  was  the  miracu- 
lous Preservation  of  Noah  ;  —  the  Destruc- 
tion of  unrighteous  Cities  by  Fire  from 
Heaven  ; — the  wonderful  Delivery  from  Egypt; 
— with  Thousands  of  others  of  like  Nature; 
several  of  which  were  attested  by  solemn 
Feasts,  established  on  purpose  to  perpetuate 
their  Memory ;  and  by  sacred  Songs,  which 
were  in  the  Mouths  of  all  the  Israelites ; 
(*)  and  therefore,  Could]  not  be  unknovrn  to 
the  most  Stupid,  nor  called  in  Question  by 
the  most  Incredulous. 

Add  to  these,  the  more  recent  Ones  by 
our  blessed  Lord,  and  his  immediate  Fol- 
lowers, which  were  innumerable  and  astonish- 
ing, equally  public,  and  beneficent,  (f) 


cumscribed  by  every  Thing  with  which  it  is  surrounded^ 
could  give  Birth  to  such  amazing    Operations  '^ 

(*)  This  is  evident  from  the  taunting  Reproaches  given, 
to  the  Israelites,  in  their  Captivity.  Psalm  cxxxvii.  3. 
^*;They  that  led  us  away  cap^iv^^,  required  of  them  a 
^ojigp  and  Melody  in  our  Beavinetss.  **  Siug  us  One  of 
i\^  Songs  of  Zion." 

(t)   Miracles  alone  maiy  be  so  circumstanced,  as  ib 
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The  greatest  Enemies  to  our  Lord,  confesi^ 
that  he  did  many  wonderful  Things^   though 


afford  a  su^icient  Testirooiiy  to  the  Trifth  •  of  ^  DiviDe 
Revelation.  Nichodemw  seems  to  faaye  thought  so^ 
when  He  came  to  Jesus,  and  said,  ''  Rabbi,  we  know 
that  thou  art  a  Teacher  come  from  God,  for  no  Man 
f^an  do  these  Miracle?^  whichi  thou  doest,  except  God 
be  with  him/'  Apd  our  Saviour  plainly  refers  to  this 
Prooff  when  h^  says^  **  at  least  believe  me  for  tb^ 
Work's  Sake."    Now, 

To  ^hoi|r  how  these  Works  may  afford  i^  fufl  Testi- 
mony lo  the  Truth  rfor  which  they  were  wrought,  we 
are  to  observe,  that  if  the  miraculous  f^acts,  which 
are  proposed  for  our  Belief,  and  upon  the  Credit  of 
which  the  Divine  ^uthprity  of  a  particular  Position,  or 
System  of  Doctrines  and  Precepts  depet^d,— are  such, 

Pirst,  As  do  not  imply  a  Self-Contradictioi|  in  them  ; 

if  they  appear  to  have  been  done  publicly,  in  the  View 
of  a  great  Number  of  People,  and  with  a  proposed  in* 
tentiou  to  establish  the  Divine  Authority  of  the  Person » 
or  Persons,  who  did  theih: 

If  they  were  many  in  Number,  frequently  repeated, 
and  continued  for  a  Series  of  Years  together: 

If  they  were  of  an  interefiting  Nature  in  themi^elvese ; 
and  therefore,  likely  to  have  made  strong  Impressions 
upon  the  Minds  of  all  who  saw,  or  heard  them;  and 
fojr  that  Keason,  probably,  much  attended  to,  talked  c^f| 
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they  attributed' tbend  to  the  >  Poiiirer  of  the 
Devil; — He  hedled  all  Manner  of  Dii^eases, 


and  ezaniMd  into,  at  tha'  Time'  of  their  Perforinabcc-^ 
(compare  this  with  Luke  xxir.  M,  ^o.) 

If  tfae  Effects  preduced  by  tkem  were  not  transient, 
batlaBtfag;-^sQcli  as  must  have  e^sisted  far  many  Yeari, 
and  were  capable,  sU  the  while,  pf  being  disprdved,  if 
not  real  4 

If  t^ey  were  ^omn^itted  to  writiag,  at,  or  ne^r  the  Time 
when  they  ar^  sftid  to  be  done,  end  by  Persons  of  un- 
doubted Integrity,  who  inform  us  that  they  had  been  £ye- 
Wilaesses'  of  the  Ev^ents  which  they  relate :  —by  Persons, 
who  having  sufficient  Opportunity  of  knowing  ihe  whole 
Truth  of  what  they  bore  Testidiony  to,  could  not  possibly 
be  deceived  thetaiselTfres ;  and  who,  -liaving  no  conceivable 
Motive  or  Temptation  to  falsify  their  Evidence,  canbot 
with  the  the  least  Probaiity,  be  suspected  of  intendiilg  to 
decdve  others : 

.  If  there  be  no  Proof,  nor  well-grouiyded  Suspicion  of 
Proof,  that  the  Testimony  of  those,  who  bear  witness  to 
these  extraordinary  Facts,  were  never  .contrajdicted  even 
by  such  as  profe9sed  themselves  open  Enemies  to  their 
Persons,  Characters,  and  Views,*  though  the  Facts  were 
first  published  jupon  t^^e  Sppt,  .wh^e  they  are  said  to  have 
been  originally  performi^d;  and  amoagsl  Persons  who 
were  engaged  in  priyat^  Jpt^est,  and  furnished  with  full 
Ai^thority,  To^li|}|iti|pii«  4r4.  Cpportanity,   to  have  ipani? 
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h%  <t  Touch,  or  Word ;   and  sometimes  did 
Cares,    even  at  a  Distance ;    the    mast  desr 


f««feed  th«    Ftliftty  of  am,  and  to   have  detooted  tho 
Imposture,  had  they  1>oen  able : 

If  (oa  the  eoBtrary)  the  Ezbtenee  of  these  Facts  be  ex- 
pressly allowed  by  the  Peir«oii«,  who  thought  th^mselres 
WiQSt  coDcerned  to  pr.eveot  the  genyine  Consequences 
which  might  be  deduced  from  them,  (see  Acts  iv.  16.) 
and  there  were  no  other  Disputes  originally  about  them, 
but  to  what  Cause  sufficient  they  were  to  be  imputed : 
(see  Matt.  ix.  34.— Mark  iii.  22.— Luke  xi.  16.) 

If,  again,  the  Witnesses,  from  whom  we  have  these 
Faets,  were  many  in  Number,  all  of  them  unanimous 
in  the  Substance  of  their  Evidence ;  and  all,  (as  may 
be  oollected  from  their  whole  Conduct)  'Men  of  such 
unquestionable  good  Sense«  as  to  secure  them  against 
a)l  DelusioQ  in  themselves; — and  of  such  undoubted 
Integrity  and  unimpeached  Veracity,  as :  to  place  them 
beyond  all  Suspicion  of  any  Design  to  pujb  an  Imposi- 
tion upon  others ; — If  they  were  Men  who  shewed  the 
Sincerity  nf  their  own  Conviction,  by  acting  under  the 
lainence  of  the  extraordinary  Works,  which  they  bore 
Witness  to,  in  express  Contradiction  to  every  flattering 
Prospect  of  worldly^  Honour,  Profit,  or  Advantage, 
either  for  themselves,  or  th^ir  Friends ;  and  when  they 
could  not  but  be  previously  as^iured,  that  Ignominy, 
Persecution,  Misery,  and  even  Dciath  itself,  most  pro- 
bably would  attend  the  consUuit  and  invariable  Perse^ 
ireranoe  in  their  Testimony  :  \\ 
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^rate  Cases  sabmitted  to  fcis  Power.  —  •<  Tim 
Blind    received    i^eir  Sights  and  tbe  Lame 

If  thev^  -Williessesy  m  Order  diitt  their  evideiice  might 
hare  the*  greateit'^'Weight  with  a  doubting  World,  (each 
Nation  being  already  in  Possession  of  its  own  estaiblisbed 
Religion)  were  themselves  enabled  to  perfomf  such  ex*  ' 
traordinary  Works,  as  testified  the  clear  and  iftdii^tttat>fo 
Interposition  of  a  Divine  Power  m  Favour  of  their 
Veracity;  and  after  having  undergone  the  severest 
Afflictions,  Vexations*  and  t'onhents,  iCt  length  laid 
down  their  Bives  in  Confirmation  of  the  Truth  of  the 
Facts  asserted  by  them  : 

If  great  Multitudes  of   Cotemporariea  of  these  Wit- 
nesses, Men  of  almost  all  Nations,  Tempers,  and  Pro-* 
fessions,  were  persuaded  by  them,  that  these  Fa^ts  .were 
really  performed    in  the    Afanner  relfited,    (See  Acts  iit. 
6.  Sec)  and  gave  the  strongest  Testimony,  which  was  im^ 
their  Power  to  give,  of  the  Firmness  of  their  Belief  of      ^^^ 
them,  by  immediately  breaking  through  all  their  ancient      *'  * 
Attachments  and  Connections    of  Friendship,  Interest^ 
Country,  and  even   Religion;    and  by  acting  in  express  | 

Contradiction  to  them  ;  —  See   Mark  z.  28  —  See  also  i 

Paul's  Conduct,  Acts  xxii.  19,  20.  ( 


If  die  Revolutions  in  the  moral  and  religious  Worldir 
since  the  Period  whereio  these  Fac^  ave  said  to  b^va 
happened,  have  been  just  suohasthey^  would  probably 
have' been  upon  the  Supposition  of  the  Truth  of  them,  and 
eauiiot  possibly  be  accounted  fdr  from  any  other  adequii|te 
Cause: — And,  *  X^aatly, 
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walked  ;  .the  .  lieffers  ;  were   cleansedr     and 
the  Deaf  heard  ; ,  the  Dead .  were  raised  \  ap. 


i  L»8t}yr.  If  we  have  ftU  Uie  .Proof,  which  the  exaelest 
Rules  of  the  eererest  Criticiem;  can  require,  to  eTince* 
that  no  Altefhtious.  have  beau  made  in  the  original 
Records  and  Writings,  left,  us  by  these  Witnesses,  in 
any  one  material  Article  of  their  Evidence,  since  their 
first  Publication,  either  through  Accident,  or  Design,  but 
that  they  have  been  transmitted  to  us  in  all  their  genuine 
Pttfity,  us  they  were  left  by  their  Authors  : — 

in  such  S^ituation  of  Things,  where  so  great  a  Variety 
of  particular  Circumstances,  where  indeed  all  imaginable 
Circumstances,  mutually  concur  to  confirm^  strengthen, 
and  support  each  other's  Evidence,  and  concentre  as  it 
were,  in  Attestation  of  the  same  interesting  Series  of 
Svents ;  without  a  single  Argument  on  the  other  Side, 
but  the  mere  Extraordinarines  of  the  Facts;  (which  isy 
jndeed,  the  highest  Argument  in  their  Favour,  as  arguing 
a  Divine  Interposition.)  Shall  we  not  be  justly  accused 
of  iudulging  au  unreasonable  Incredulity  in  denying  our 
Assent  to  them?  And  will  not  such  Incredulity  be  as 
dangerous,  as  it  is  ridiculous  '^ 

It  Facts  attested  in  So  clear,  decisive,  and  unexception- 
able a  Manner,  and  delivered  down  to  Posterity  with 
So  many  conspiring  Signs  and  Monument*  of  Tnith,^  are> 
nevertheless,  »ot  to  be  believed:  it  is  impossible  (we 
think)  for  the  united  Wisdom  of  Mankind  to  pmnt  ou4 
Any  Evidence  of  hislorical' Events,  whieh  will  justify  a 
wise  and  cautious  Man  for  giving  Credit  to  them; — and. 
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and  the    Poor   had  the    Gospel  preached  to 
them." 

He  fed  Multitudes  by  Miracles, — freely  dis- 
persing his  Goodness  to  all  Men, — '*  Going 
about  doing  Good/' 

Another  Evidence  we  are  supplied  with,  in 
this  Case,  is,  from  Christ's  solemn  and  autho^ 
rilaiive  Manner  of  proceeding  in  most  of  his 
Miracles  ;  which  differed  greatly  from  that  of 
Moses,  or  the  Prophets,  or  holy  Men  of  Old, 
who  acted  as  Second  Causes  only,  under  the 
InlSiuence  and  Direction  of  God. 


consequently,  with  Regard  to  past  Ages,  all  will  be  ai 
thick  Darkness  to  us, — all  will  be  Hesitation  and  Scep- 
ticism : — nor  will  any  Thing  be  credible,  which  comes 
not  confirmed  to  us  by  the  Report  of  our  own  Senses  and 
Experience.    In  short. 

Where  there  is  the  strongest  Assurance  of  the  Eiist- 
ence  of  any  particular  Series  of  past  Facts,  which  we 
are  capable  of  acquiring  (according  to  the  present  Frame 
of  our  Nature,  and  the  State  of  Things  in  the.  World) 
to  reject  these  Facts  after  all,  and  to  pretend  to  excuse 
ourselyes  from  not  belieying  them,    upon   the  bare  Sup-  I 

position  of  a  Possibility  that  they  may  be  false,  is  a  most  t 

absurd  Contradiction    to  all   the  Principles  of  common  \ 

Sense,  and  to  the  uniyersal  Practice  of  Mankind. 
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Did  cirer  any  Angel,  or  Messed^,  or  Pro^ 
phet,  except  this  mysterious  Bein^  ever  claim 
an  uncontrolled  Sovereignty^  pyer^ jthe:^ffa^ 
of  Men  ? — "  I  will  exceedingly  mujttiply  thy 
Seed,"  (Gen.  xvi,  IO,)or  possess  the' A tCributV^ 
of  Omniscience,  aiyi  Oikinipotence,  ((jfim^xxiKk 
II.  18.) — Did  any  on«fOf  thenfi  ever  use  ^tife.- 
awful  Formula,  by  vt^hicb  tbel>eity,  on  v^rii 
ous  Occasions,  condescended  to  confirm  .tl^Q 
Faith  of  those,  to  whom  the  primitive  Reve** 
lations  were    gi^en  I    or  Swear  by  hinciself  ? 
(Gen.  xxii,)  was  it  ever  declared  of  himself, 
by  any  Angel,  or  Messenger,  or  Prophet,  *'  i 
am  the  God  of  Bethel,  (Gen.  xxxi.  13.)  or  was 
it  ever  said  of  any  one  of  them,  that  he  was 
the  Protector,  the  Redeemer  from  Evil,   and' 
^be    Author    of    piost    desirable    Blessings? 
(Gen^  xlviii.  16,  16.)     Was  the  Favour  of  any 
other  Angel,    Messenger,   o^  Prophet,    to  be 
sought  with  the  deepest  Solicitude,  as  an  En- 
joyment of  the  highest  Importance  to  the  In- 
terest of  ^A|^  •     I^id  any  Angel,  or  Messen- 
ger, or  Prophet,  become  the  Object  of  reli- 
gious Invocation,  or  accept  religious  Homage, 
when  offered  ?  (Gen. .  xlviii.) — was   any  An- 
gel,  or  Messenger,   or   Prophet,    declared  to 
be  Jehovah^  God;  tbe  ineiS^ble^' J  AMV 
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^Yet  all  thiflr,  and  more,  is  applicable  to 
Christ,  and  the  Power  he  possessed.^-IMd 
any  of  the  Apostles  ever  receive  an  Ad- 
dress similar  to  that  which  was  directed  tp 
Christ,  by  the  Leper,  who  worshipped  him, 
and  said^  ^^  Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst 
make  me  clean  ?" — Or  did  any  one  of  them 
^dopt  Language,  such  as  that  which  conveyed 
the  glad  Tidings  of  Restoration,  and  imph'ed 
both  the  Will  and  Power  of  Jesus  ? — *•  I  will, 
be  thou  clean." — Did  any  of  them  assume 
to  himself  the  high  Prerogative  of  forgiving 
Sins,  absolutely,  and  unconditionally,  and 
by  his  own  Authority  ?— When  the  peni- 
tent Malefactor  addressed  the  Redeemer, 
saying,  *'  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou 
comest  into  thy  Kingdom  ; — Who,  but  the 
Mighty  God,  could  accept  that  Prayer, 
or  console  him  with  the  animating  Assu- 
rance, "  This  Day  shalt  thou  be  with  me 
in  Paradise?" — Not  a  single  Instance  ca^ 
)be  produced,  in  which  the  adorable  !$«-> 
viour  operated  a  Miracle  in  the  Name  of 
God,  the  Father ;  although  he  declared  6f 
those  •  who  believe  on  him,  **  in  my  Name 
fshall  they  cast  out  Devils,  speak  with  new 
TQUj^oes,  take  up  Serpents,  &c. ;  yea,  greater 
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Works   than   these   shall    they    do,  because 
they  believe  on  my  Name."(*) 

Whereas,  the  Holy  Men  of  Old,  and 
the  Disciples  of  our  Lord,  took  gr^eat  Care 
to  have  it  understood,  that  they  did  not 
Woik  their  Miracles  by  their  own  Power, 
but  were  Instruments  only  of  him,  in  whose 
Name  they  wrought  them. — "  Moses  and 
Aaron  did  as  the  Lord  commanded  them." 
— •*  O  Lord,  my  God,  I  pray  thee  (saith 
Elijah)  let  this  Child's  Soul  come  into  him 
again." — "  Eneas,  (said  Peter,)  Jesus  Christ 
maketh  thee  whole." — And  the  Apostles, 
"  Why  look  ye  so  earnestly  on  us,  as  though 
by  our  own  Holiness  and  Power,  we  had 
made  this    Man  walk. — Be  it  known    unto 


(*)  I(  is  most  evidept  iq  fact,  that  though  thjt  Promise 
is  expressed  in  such  indefinite  Terms,  it  must  be  limited 
to  the  Gifts  of  the  Spirit  conferred  in  Consequence  of 
Christ's  Resumption- of  the  Glory  which  he  had  with 
the  Father,  and  eyideaced  by  the  Gift  of  Toirgtit:s : 
by  the  Priviledge  of  conferdng  the  Holy  Spirit;  by  the 
Imposition  of  Hands  ;  and  to  the  amazing  and  successful 
Propagatioq  of  the  Gospel  ;  a  Success  so  amazing, 
that  more  ConVeits^  were  made  in  one  Day,  than  in  tbi 
whole  Course  of  our  Lord's  Ministry, 
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you  all,   that  by  the  Name  of  Jesus'  Christ, 
doth  he  stand  before  yod  whole."        ' 

Whereas, — Christ  wrx)ught  hy  his  own  sin- 
gle Power, — in  his  own  Name, — without  the 
least  Appearance  of  relying  on  any  Power 
but  his  owi^,  —  Authoritatively  issuing  his 
Mandates  in  his  own  Name, — acting  evidently 
l)y  his  own  Power^  — jand  manifesting  fortl;i 
his  own  Glpry^ 

^'  Young  Man,  I  say  nntp  tbeei  Arise;  and 

he  that  was  dead^  sat  up,  and  began  to  i^peak/^ 

Again,  ^^  Lazarus,  Come  forth/.    And  he  that 

was   dead   came    fortlj/*  '    Here'  is  evidently 

much  more  of  the  Air    of  Supreme  Majesty, 

than  in  any^  o£  the  most  exalted,'  anid  highest 

of  created    Beings — equal   to  God    himself; 

who,  in  the    Beginning  said,    ^*  Let  there   be 

Light,  and    there   was  Light."    '*  1  will.  Be 

thou  clean,"  (saith  Jesus  to   the  Leper,)  ^atid 

**  immediately    his     Leprosy    was    cleanseldJ^^ 

"Peace,  Be  still,"  was  sufficient,  tp  hush  the 

most   tempestuous    Sea    into  fi,   caln]i;-rA^> 

*'  with    A.i^tbo^ity  ,  h€i    commanded  /ev.en  th^ 

ain-elean  Spirits^  and  they  obeyed  him.'^    •      ^ 

A\\  these  I^ir^l%  hp  wrought  pttblicly^  i« 
vol..  II.  a  E 
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\\^  |Did«t  of  Ills  JBo0i»i€»:— Abd  Jii4eQd»  th#y 
were  so  pubUp  tmd  ij|i]ile»iahltf,  that  tfat 
Apostle  appeal^  tp  the  Jews  t;hemselv^  re- 
specting t^em  ^ —  <)eclaring  that  \*  Jesms  of 
IVazareth  was  a  Man  approved  of  God  ainonj^ 
ihpvcL  hj  Miracles,  ana  Wonders,  and  3igD8f 
wliidi  God  did  by  bim  in  the  Midst  of  then), 
zfi  t;hey  themselves  also  knew/'  Indeed » 
Christ  himself  appeals  to  these  his  Works^ 
as  an  tcn-answerable  Proof  of  his  high  Claim, 
to  t^e  the  Ghnst,  the  Son  of  God.—''  If  I 
do  aqt  the  Works  of  xny  Father,  believe  me 
not :  —But  if  I  do,  though' ye  believe  not  me, 
believe  the  Works."  (♦) 

9ujt,  |;b(9  great  Miracle  of  bis  Resurriection 
imipe^d^  tbem  all>  a^  it  could  not  be  efiectM 


(f)  ThM|  Wigr  of  f^rg^fng,  fircnp  Us  <*  dmng  die  Mjfpfk^ 
of  bit  Father/'  plainly  intiiii^ates  that  our  liprd  waa  One 
wi^i  t}ie  Father  in  Nature  and  Operation; — otherwisp. 
the  Argument  loses  its  Force  and  Beauty;  but,  in  this 
View,  it  is  irresktil>Ie:^And  in  this  peculiitf  and  exalted 
Sense  die  Jews  evidently  nnderstood  him,  (Joha  ▼.  18.)  It 
was  the  Pew^t  0f  ^  layisible  Godhead  whereby  be  did 
bis  wonderful  Works  ;  for  'He  and  the  Father  were  One 
iadiVMud  Sssente,  and  their  Works  were  no  less  in- 
separable. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Proved  from  his  Miracles.  210 

bnt  by  a  Divine  Power  :  and  therefpre,  was 
the  Seal  and  Confirmation  of  alL 

These  are  the  great  Pillars,  on  which  our 
Paith  in  Christ  must  principally  Rest.— The 
Character  and  Conduct  of  our  Divine  Mas- 
ter, are  next  to  be  considered;  which  were, 
in  the  highest  Degree,  perfect. 
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PART  XVII. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

The  Divinity yOf  Christ  provedjirom  his  ^ 
Life  and  Doctrine. 


St.  John^  speaking  of  Christ's  Manifesta- 
tion in  the  World,  says,  "The  Word  was 
made  Flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us ; — and  we 
beheld  his  Glory,  the  glory,  as  of  the  only- 
Begotten  of  the  Father,  fall  of  Grace  and 
Truth."  (♦) 


(*)  St  Johoy  here  describing  the  Glory  of  Christ,  de- 
signates it  by  a  peculiar  Name.  He  does  not  tell  us 
that  it  was  the  Glory  of  Man;  because  it  was  too  sub- 
lime :*N  either  does  he  say,   that   the  Glory  which  he  . 
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The  many  high^  Expressions  given  us  by 
St.  John^  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Gospel,  leave 
us,  in  no  Manner  of  Room,  to  doubt  of  whom 
they  are  spoken ;  that  '^  £e  was  in  the  Begin- 
ning with  God,  and  that  he  was  God.— That 
all  Things  were  m^^  by  bhU  i  Md  that  without 
him  was  not  any  Thing  made  that  was  made, — 
that  He  was  the  Life  and  Light  of  Men  ;" — 
And  St.  Paul^  that  He  is  ''  the  Brigbtiiess  of 
his  Father's  Glory,  and  the  express  Image  of 
hiS'  Per89&»" — 

Tbefie  ave*  Ba^vesBiims  of  m'  ligH<;  hSfpori ; 
and  can  only  be  applied  to  Tkmt ''  Word,''  the 
Son  of  God  himself,  '^  which  was  made  Flesh 
and  dwelt  among  us ;  and  we  beheld  his 
Glory ;.  the  Glory  as  of  the  only-B^oiten  of 
the  Father,,  full  of  Grace  and  Troth/' 

As  the  Generation  ol  Jesvs  Cbrtet  ff6m  Gdd' 
theFatbsr,  made  bhn  Partbker  with  the  Fa- 


beheld,  was  the  Glory  of  God,  because  it  vras  too 
much  shaded* .  It  was  the  Glory.  o£  both  wuttd  ^  it  wa» 
a  Glory  peculiar  to  Chiist,  in  his  mediatorial  Character  ; 
it  w»s  •'  0^  Aioff  of  the  OMy-Begoteto  of  the  Fathef  ;'^ 
— it  was^  a^  peouIlM'  Giorf,  wUfeh  UtotBiDg  either  iff 
Earthy  or  AMtyeu,  m  Tmk,  of  EleittHy^  cM  possiM^jr 
resMiblci 
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ttor,  ip  ^be  Snb^tsmoe  of  d»e  J>ivine  Nakm, 
So  it  wa9  Ao  otlierwi3a  to  be  eypaeted,  but 
that  a  PiSfSQn  pf  90  bigh  2>9so$nt»  abovld  iu  «U 
Things  exhibit  a  Character,  in  every  fiapecf; 
saitable  to  it ;  and  accordingly  he  did  exhibit 
it ;  for,  *'  we  behejd  his  Glpry^  the  Glory  as  of 
the  Only-Begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  Grace 
andTruth,** 

At  Ms  Jne«rmai0u^  wq  find  bin  amiooBeed 
to  tha  blefs»ed  YArgint*  his  Mother,  to  foe  '^  tk^ 
Son  of  God:''"And^  at  his  Births  we  find 
an  Angel,  with  a  Company  of  the  Heavenly 
Hos^,  proclaiming  him  to  be  **  Christ  the 
Lord:'  (♦) 

These  Preludes,  respecting  oqr  Saviour,  na- 
turally raised  very  high  Expectations  of  some 
extraordinary  future  Eminence  in  him :  accord- 
logly,  in  perfect  ianocence,  with  all  Goosd- 
ness,  and  in  every  Virtue  ;  whether  of  fervent 
Piety  and  Devotion  towards  God;  or  Good- 
will and  Beneficence  to  Men;  He,  in  all 
XbiQgs  ^;i:hibited  the  Extent  and  Substance  of 
our  highest  Expectations  from  him  ;  Being 
realy  and  truly,  (what  that  name  emphatically 


(*)  See  VoL  J.  Page  489;  Sec. 
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itiip6rts)  **lminaiMel— God  with'  us':"  (*)'for, 
**we  '.beheld  his  Glory,  the  Glory  as  of  the 
Only^Begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  Grace 
and  Truth." 

Were  we  only  to  say  of  our  Saviour,  what 
even  Pilate  said  of  him,  that  *^  we  caa  find 
no  Fault  in  him ;"  that  the  whole  Temper  of 
his  Soul,  and  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Life, 
were  absolutely  blameless  throughout ;  (f)  that 
from' the  first  Moment   of  his  Birth,   to  his 


(*)  The  Apostle  applies  this  Name  to  Je&us  Christ,  and 
tells  us  that  it  signifies  *^  God  with  us." — Those  Persons, 
therefore,  who  choose  to  deny  the  Diyinity  of  our  Re- 
deemer, centradipt  an  inspired  Writer,  and  pervert  the 
meaning  of  a  Title,  which  is  too  explicit  and  intelligible 
to  be  explained  away. 

(t)  66  to  yoor  natural  Religion,  lay  before  her 
Jllahqmet,  and  his  Apostles,  arrayed  in  Armouf,  and  in 
Blood,  riding  in  Triumph  over  the  Spoils  of*  thousands, 
and  thousands  of  thousands,  who  fell  by  his  Sword:  — 
Show  her  the  Cities  which  he  set  ip  Flames  —  the  Coun- 
tries which  he  ravaged,  and  the  miserable  Distress  which 
he  involved  the  [nhabitantis  in  ! 

When  she  hath  viewed  him  in  this  Scene,  carry  heir 
into  the  Retirements  of  Mahomet,  shew  her  his  Chamber, 
bis  Wives,  and  Concubipps ;    let  her   s^e  l^is  Adultery, 
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last    Agony    on  the  Cross,    he    never  once 
fell    into    the    smallest    Error    of   Conduct  { 


and  bear  him  allege  Revelation,  and  his  Divine  Com- 
missioo,  to  justify  his  Lust  and  Oppressiov. 

•  When  she  is  tired  with  this  Prospect,  .then  shew  her 
the  Blessed  Jesup,  humble  ptnd  meek,  patiently  instruct- 
lag  the  Ignorant  and  Perverse,  and  doing  Good  to,  all 
Men  : — let  her  see  him  in  bis  most  retired  Recesses  ;— 
let  her  follow  hi«i  to  the  Mount,  and  hear  his  Devptions 
and  Supplications  to  Qod  ; — carry  her  to  bis  Table,  to. 
view  his  moderate  Fare,  and  hear  his  heavenly  Dis^ 
course ; — let  hpr  aejt  him  ipjur^d,  but  not  provoked  ;  —  let 
her  attend  him  to  the  Tribunal,  and  consider  the  Pa- 
tience wit,h  which  he  endured  the  Scoffs  and  Reproaches 
of  his  Enemies  :~lead  her  to  his  Cross,  and  let  her 
view  hinpi  in  the  Agony  of  Death,  and  hear  his  last. 
Prayer  for  his  Persecutors,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  fojr 
tb^y  kp.oMT  not  what  they  dp/' 

When  Natural  Religion  hath  viewed  them  Both,  ask, 
«•  Which  is  the  Prophet  of  God  V  But  her  Answer  we 
have  already  had,  when  she  saw  Part  of  this  Scene, 
through  the  Eyes  of  the  Centurian,'who  attended  at  the 
Cross  ;  by  him  she  spoke  and  ^aid,  ''  fruljfthi^  pof  tfi^ 
Son  of  God  r   -^      '  '        • 

See  Dr.  Pye  Smith's  Scripture  Testimony  of  the 
Messiah  :  Vol.  II.  Part  2.  Page  338,  &c.  hnd  alsQ 
the  Conclusion  in  Vol.  fl.  Part  2,  Page  716,   &g. 

•     VOL.   II,  'if 
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never    once    *^  spake    iin-advisedly   urifh    bis 
lips:"    (*)    Were    we    to    confine    ourselies 


(*)  Though  our  Siiyiour  was  allied  to  all  the  Infir* 
mlties  of  our  Nature,  yet  was  he  wholly  a  Stranger  to  the 
Uncleanness  and  Impurity  of  it — ^Though  he  was  made 
in  all  Things  like  as  we  are ;  yet  was  he  erer  free  from 
Sio.-*-This  was  '  not  only   true   in    his  rational  Powers, 
(the  superior  Part,  the  Spirit,)  in  Opposition  to  the  lower 
Part;   but  also   in  those  Appetites    and  Affections  that 
arise  from  our  Bodies,  and  from  the  Union  of  our  Souls 
to  them,  th4  Flesh. — For,  though  in  these  Christ,  having 
the  human  Nature    truly  in  ^him,   had  the  Appetites  of 
Hunger  equally  with  us,  yet  the  Deril  could  not  tempt 
kim  by  that  to  distrust  God,    or  to  desire  a  miraculous 
supply  soMer  than  was  fitting:   He  overcame   even  that 
Becessary  Appetite,  whensoever  there  was   any    Occa- 
sion   given  him  to  *'  do  the  Will  of  his  Heavenly  Fa-* 
iher."  —  He  had    also    in   him  the    Aversions  of  Pain 
and  suffering,    and   the  Horror    of   a  violent  and  igno- 
minious Death,  as  planted  in   our  Natures;   and  in  this 
it  was  natural  to  him    to  wish  and  pray  that  '*  the  Cop 
might  pass  from  him^" 

But  in  this  his  Purity  appeared  the  most  eminently, 
thati  though  he  felt  the  Weight  of  his  Nature  to  a  vast 
Degree,  that  the  Sweat  of  his  Face  was,  as  it  were, 
peat  Drops  of  Blood  falling  down  to  the  Ground,  yet, 
not  withstanding,  he  limited  and  conquered  it*so  entirely, 
that  he  resigned  himself  absolutely  to  his  Father's  Will; 
Mf  Not  my  Will,  but  tiling  h^  done/* 
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solely  to  this  negiitife  Kind  of  Excellence,  it 
is  more  than  can  be  said  of  any  other  Persoli 
that  ever  came  into  the  World. 

But  great  and  uncommon  as'  even  this 
Sort  of  Perfection  is,  it  forms  but  a  very 
small  Part  of  that  which  belonged  to  Jesus, 
r— That  he  was  withoqt  Sin,  is  the  lowest 
Thing  ascribed  to  him;  we  find  every  Thing 
excellent  in  his  Character, — His  Doctrine 
was  pure  and  complete ;  and  his  Example  of 
an  universal  Nature  and  Design.—  He  was  not 
only  exempt  from  every  the  slightest  Failing ; 
but  he  possessed  and  practised  every  imagin- 
able Virtue  that  was  consistent  with  bia 
Situation ; — and  that  too  in  the  highest  De- 
gree of  Eminence  to  which  Virtue  is  capinble 
of  being  exalted.  (*) 


(*)  Amoii^  all  the  Things  ^wbich  may  justly  recom^ 
mend  the  Ohrm^aii  ReiigioA,  and  its  Aiabor,  to  tile 
Ap|^rob€kttoii  of  Maakiiid,  the  instriosic  Goodsess  and 
amfvU  Extent  and  Perfei^tion  of  it,  is  most  apt  to  niake 
Impression  on  the  Minds  of  serious  and  coitj^erate 
Men. 

The  Propkecks  and  Miracles  ^f  it,  are  die  great  ex- 
ternal Evidences  and  Confirwatioii  of  its .  Truth  acnd 
Divinity  :— But  the  Extensiveness^  and  ^Fisriection^  and 
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That  Idea  of  complete  Gooda^  which  the 
Aiicieat  Philosophers  took  so  much  fruitless 
Pains  to  describe,  and  which  they  justly 
thought  would  so  strongly  attract  the  Affections 
of  Men,  if  it  could  be  made  Visible,  was,  in  the 
Person  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  and  in  him  only 
since  the  World  began,  presented  to  the  Eye 
of  Mankind.  His  ardent  Love  fbr  God ; 
his  Zeal  for  the  Service,  Resignation  to  the 
Will,  and  unreserved  Obedience  to  the  Com- 
mands of  his  heavenly  Father;  the  Com- 
passion, the  Kindness,  the  Solicitude,  the 
Tenderness  he  shewed  for  the  whole  human 


Morality  of  its  Doctrines  and  Prectepts,  so  agreeable 
to  the  best  Reasou  of  Mankind,  so  admirably  fitted  to 
the  perfecting  of  our  JSatures,  and  sweetening  of  the 
Spirits  and  Tempers  of  Men,  and  every  Way  so  well 
calculated  for  the  Peace  and  Order  of  the  World,  the 
bettering  and  improving  of  ourselves  :  These  are  the 
Things  which  our  Religion  glories  in,  as  her  Crown  and 
Xzcelleney: — it  being  the  End  of  her  Establishment, 
and  fi»ll  Proof  of  its  Divinity. — Prophecies  are  apt  to 
.  convince,  and  Miracles  to  awaken  and  astonish,  and  by 
a  sensible  and  overpowering  Evidence,  to  bear  down 
the  Prejudices  of  Infidelity :  —  But  there  are  secret 
^Oharms  in  Goodness,  which  take  fast  hold  on  the  Hearts 
of  Men ;  and  do  insensibly^  but  efiectUftUy  command 
o\ar  Love  and  Esteem* 
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Race,  even  for  the  worst  of  Sinners,  and  the 
bitterest  of  his  Enemies ; :  the  perfect  Com* 
mand  he  bad  over  bis  .  own  Passions  ;  the 
consummate  Prudence  with  which  he  eluded 
all  the  Snares  that  were  laid  for  him;  the 
Wisdom,  the  Justness  and  Delicacy  of  hSm 
Replies;  the  Purity  and  Gentleness  of  his 
Manners,  the  Sweetness,  yet  Dignity  of  his 
Deportment ;  the  Mildness  with  which  he 
reproved  the  Mistakes,  the:  Prejudices,  and 
the  Failings  of  his  Di$ciples ;  the  Temper 
he  preserved  under  the  severest  Provocations 
from  his  Enemies;  the  Patience,  the  Com- 
posure and  Meekness,  with  which  he  endured 
the  crudest  Insults,  and  t^e  greatest  Indig- 
nities ;  the  Fortitude  he  displayed  under  the 
most  painful  and  ignominious  Death  tbat 
human  Ingenuity  could  devise,  or  human 
Malignity  inflict ;  and  that  divinely  charit- 
able Prayer  which  he  put  up  for  his  Mur 
derers,  in  the  Midst  of  bis  Agony  ;  "  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do." — Endue  us,  Lord,  with  the  same  Spirit : 
—  But  "lead  us  not  into  Temptation." 

All  these,  with  innumerable  Others,  of 
peculiar  Excellence,  concur  to  render  him, 
beyond  Comparison,  the  greatest,  the  wisest, 
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and  the  best  of  Mefn-^-a  Character,  indeed, 
more  than  haman:  for  bo  Man  ever  spoke, 
or  acted  like  him. --Purity  and  Holiness 
was  that  Attribute  of  bis  Divinity,  which  he 
never  suffered  to  be  separated  from  bim. — 
When  his  Omnipotence  was  shrouded  under 
Weakness; — When  bis  Divine  Majesty  was 
eclipsed  under  a  Vail  of  Flesh  ; — When  his 
endless  Eternity  seemed  to  be  exchanged 
for  a  short  Span  of  Days  ; — when  his  Jioand^ 
less  Infinity  appeared  shrank  to  "our  narrow 
Dimensions;  yet  still  his  immaculate  Holi^ 
uess  stuck  close  to  him  under  all  these  Alter^ 
ations; — He  never  divested  himself  of  his 
unspotted  Purity,  but  always  kept*  up  and 
Maintained  that  great  Name  and  Character,. 
"  The  Lord,  our  Righteousness.'* 

Indeed,  the  Life  of  our  Blessed  Saviour 
was  a  Pattern  of  the  most  substantial  and 
real  Virtues ;  of  fervent  Piety  and  Devotioa 
to  God,  and  good  Will  towards  Men. 

What  various  Instances  of  Humility,  Be- 
nevolence, and  Love  to  Mankind  shine  out 
in  all  bis  Actions  ?  being  himself  a  Pattera 
of  all  that  he  enjoined  us.    (*) 

(*)  Mo  Founder  of  any  Beligiou  ever  openly  pfftctUe* 
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He  had  no  Advantage    to    seeOc,     no  pri- 
vate Interest  to  promote,   for,    a«9  God   and 


all  those  Duties,  which  he  recommended  to  other<i»  of - 
was  himself  ao  Example  of  those  Rules,  which  he  laid 
down  as  a  Standard  for  the  rest  of  Mankiad,  except  the^ 
Author  of  the  Christian  Religion,  who  himself  practised 
all  the  distinguished  Parts  of  his  Institution,  especially 
what  may  be  reckoned  its  Austerities,  (if  any  such  there 
be)  and  %hat,  in  all  Probability,  would  be  thought  the 
most  difficult  for  human  Nature  to  compass. —  So  that^ 
in  the  highest  Sense,  He  was  the  Pattern,  as  well  as 
Teacher,  of  bis  Laws. 

Precepts  of  great  Strictness  are  like  to  be  obeyed  but 
laiotly,  unless  they  are  sweetened,  and  made  easy  by 
the  familiar  Practice  of  those  who  gire  them. — In  a  way 
that  IS  difficult  and  full  of  Danger,  it  is  not  enough  to 
bid  Men  go  on ;  but  he  that  bids  them  must  go  before 
them,  must  take  the  Lead,  and  give  them  an  Example 
to  follow  his  Steps :  without  this.  Rules  and  Precepts 
are  dry  Things,  and  give  but  faint  Encouragement. — 
Caesar's  example  prevailed  much  more  upon  his  Follow- 
ers, than  his  IVord  of  Command,  —  No  Man  ever  dis- 
coursed better  on  Magnanimity  aod  Greatness  of  Mind 
in  great  Dangers  and  Calamities,  than  Tully;  and  yet, 
when  he  came  to  the  Trial,  no  Man  ever  behaved  him- 
self more  faintly,  or  shewed  greater  Dejectioi|  of  Mind^ 
than  he  did ;  so  that  it  is  hard  to  say,  whether  his  Dis- 
courses are  more  apt  to  raise,  or  his  Example  to  damp 
our  Spirits.  Senecsi' 
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Lord  of  all  Things,  he  enjoyed  all  Things 
Taluable  in  their  highest  Perfection. — It  was 
only  for  us  Men,  and  for  our  Salvation,  that 
he  became  Man,  and  through  Life,  acted 
so  humanely  towarids  us ;  His  only  Aim 
was  to  communicate  a  due  Share  of  his  own 
Happiness  to  us,  and  to  sanctify  and  exalt 
our  Nature  above  its  primitive  Dignity,  to 
a  Participation  of  his  most  inherent  and 
essential  Blessedness  ;  regarding  all  Men,  the 
Poor  (*)  as  well  as  the  Rich. 


Seneca  writes  with  wonderful  Wit  and  Smartness,  with 
great  Fineness  and  Force  of  Argument  about  the  Contempt 
of  the  World  and  Wealth ;  —  but  when  we  consider 
how  he  flowed  in  Wealth  himself,  and  how  intent  he 
was  to  heap  up  Aiches  beyond  Meiisure,  this  n^akes  us 
more  apt  to  despise  him,  thap  the  World. 

So  necessary  is  it  that  Precepts,  especially  of  great 
J^ifficuUy,  should  be  backed  and  enforced  by  Example  ; 
and  the  severe  Kules  should  he  moiliiiedy  and  made 
ensy  by  the  Practipe   of  those  who  prescribe  them. 

(♦)  Though  neither  a  State  of  Poverty  nor  Wealth,  is, 
in  itself,  considered  an  Argument  of  the  Divine  Favour, 
6r  Displeasure  ;  yet,  of  the  two,  there  seem  to  be  more 
advantageous  Things  spoken  in  Scripture  concerning  a 
Slate  of   Poverty.— 'For,    whilst  it  speaks  of  the  Diffi^ 
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Coasidered  inore  partieolarly  as  a  public 
Teaeh^r,  what  an  Understanding  mast  Thdt 
have  been,  and  whence  enlightened,  from 
which  coald  proceed  so  sublime  and  perfect 
a  Sj^stem  of  Piety  and  Morals,  as  that 
of  the  Gospel  ?    (♦)  excelling  not  only    all 


culty  of  m  Rich  Mao't  eoteriag  iato  the  Kiogdom  df 
Heayen,  and  condemns  hiDgi  who  pulled  down  hU  Barb^, 
axid  built  greater  t6  h^ld  his  ^bundaAce^  (;onfiding  fn 
the  Treasures  of  his  House  /or  Ease  and  Bappin^sS; 
and  plaees  Dive^  in  fofiuentfl ;  we  read  ^hat  it  was 
to  the  Poor  th&t  Chdst  first  preached  the  Gpspel;  — 
They  were  the  Persons,  for  whom  our  Lord>  ,oil  ail 
OcGaStionSy  eiLpressed  so  great  Tenderness  and  iCom- 
passion  : — They,  white  he  was  here  upoh  Earth,  were 
his  chosen  Disciples,  his  Companions,  and  (wliich  i&- 
cliides  all  other  TestimoAies  of  Respect)  his  Friends. 
— 1  shall  only  add,  that  in  Faypur  of  them,  the  Apostle 
St.  James  puts  the  Question  with  a  yisible  Exultation, 
'<  Hath  not  Ood  chosen  thie  Poor  of  this  World* 
rich  in  Faith,  and  Heirs  of  the  ^ingdom,  which  he 
bath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.''  -^  See  Matt* 
xix.  24.  with  parallel  Texts. -^Poverty  js  then  only 
Matter  of  Disgrace  and  Reproach^  when  it  is  the  At- 
tendant on  Sloth  and  Idleness*  jpr  9a  l^^jaiitopoess  afli4 
Prodigality. — 

(*)  In  certain   Schools  of  the  Ancient    PinIospphe)r9, 
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the  Discoveries  of  Men,*  and  the  most  per- 
:fect  Systems:*  of  .Pagan  Mdrality,/ but^  all 
the  Revelations  of  God,  made  before  him.  (*) 
-i-.Again,  *  >  = 


they  had  a  Sort  of '"  Cabala,"  or  secret  Tradition ^ 
which  was  communicated  to  them  (if  1  may  so  speak) 
under  the  Seal  of  Confession. — None  but  tliose  of  their 
p^n  Sept  pouldi  without  an  high  Profanation,  be  let 
into  th^  Mysteries  of  it  ;  apd  for  this  Reason,  their 
Principles  were  qonveyed  down  in  remote  and  obscure 
Jf  zpressions,—  which  they  only  who  bad  a  Key  to  them, 
were  capably  of  unfolding. — As  tptl^e  profane  Vul- 
gar, (for  so  the  prpud  Philosopheis  esteemed  them, 
Odi  profanum  Vnlgus,  et  arceo^)  they  were  looked  upon 
with  too  great  Contempt,  to  (i&ve  any  due  Care  taken 
for  their  Instructiou,  even  iii  the  fundajnental  ^od 
necessary  Points  of  Morality. 

(•)  For  Proof  of  This,  we'  refer   to '  Christ*s  Sermpn 
on  the  Mount,    Matthew  5,   6,    and    7th.    Chapters. — 
V^oweyer, 

Iffve-  regard  our  Saviour' under    any  Character   in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  true  God;    at  least;   if  we  regard 
him  merely   as  a   Man,    or  as  a  Lawgiver,    we    shall 
•  fitfd  few,    or  no  Marks'  of  that    Originality  by    which 
the  Founders  of  all  Persuasions,  Religious  or  Phibso- 

phical,  are  distinguished.. 

t  '*  .  ... 

Asa  Prophet,  He  yra?  like  Moses,  accordidg  ta  the 
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How   astoiiisbing,    atid  i  from  what  Source 
inspired,^  muist  ithe  :;Mind   of -That  Man  be»; 


express.  RredictSioii^,  of.  bi|a;-^Ad.  a  Worker. of  Miracles/ 
He  stood  super-eminent^  but  nut  single. — As  a  TeacfajBrs' 
or  fiistructor,  he'  followed  Precedents  ;     His  Apologues 
and  Allegories  were'  agreeable  to   tbe  Oriental    Mode, 
and  many  of  his  Parables  were  borrowed  from  the  Jews  j- 
Even  that  excellent  Form   of  Prayer  which  he  taught  his 
Disciples,  was  ahnost  entirely  taken    out  of  thei  'Jewish 
Liturgies  ;  and  the  Sacraments  which  He  ordained  in  his 
Church  were    grafted   upon   a  Jewish   Stock;    Baptism 
being  a  Rite  which   the   Jews    observed    with    the  Ex- 
actness of  Superstition,  and  That  of  the  Lord^s  SUpper 
being  transferred  from  their  Practice  of  '^  ieating  Bread 
and  drinking   Wine,"  in  an    Euch'aristical  Way,   at  the 
Celebration  of  the  Pasfsover. 

But  admitting  this;  yet,  with  a  View  to -the  Cbn^* 
futation  of  Socinian  Principles,  1  would  observe  that 
the  Title  of  Legislator  or  Lawgiver,  is  by  no  Means 
That  by  which  Jesus  Christ  is  distinguished,  or  par*-' 
ticularly  described,  either  in  the  Old  or  New  Tes-- 
tament 

The  great^Character  lof  "  WonderfMU— rGouBSfllloc/— j-i 
Prince  of,P^^ce,T-the  Son  .of  ]R.ighteoi4Sfle[)s,~-dhe  J^ord^l 
our  Rigbteousoess,— .the  Messiah,— the  Chosep. of  God, -^. 
the  Qhrist^of  Godj,-T-pf  MedJ^r  ,  apd  _iV^vocjite,V-Qf . 
Saviour,  aad  .Red^mer»  and  3.}gh  JPf:iej|t^-r-Qf  SojQ  :of> 
D^vid,— ^on  ;of  .GQdi-::$pn  oi^,0^  JBk»sc.d,— rJUmb:oC 
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mho  eottld  entertain  ao  va^ln  Tkoui^t  in  bo 
\fm  9i  Condition^  as  Tfaat  of  instriictiiig  tnd^ 


Cbdy-^-Lofd  of  Oiory^^Pfisee^f  Life,-*mMr  Authet  an^ 
QapteiB  of  oitr  SieilTaiioB. 

T||«ie  Ch»fMk^s#  aiid  more  thai  migliift  be  effumerat^dy 
lOipoft  liHle  or  ncHluQg  f>f  l^gWlMion  ;  bui  ^r^  almost 
If  hoUj  MgnificatiTe  t^  tbe  per^oo^  QiialUy  oS  onr  SavioMr,r 
i^mI  of  bis  own  moral  EB^elleBee,  and  o(  ibe  Valii«and 
J^cfkfT  of  hia  ^mrifip^, 

Wbal  View, — what  Adeqttatf  hatb  the  Sociaian  here? 
Wbo^  as  be  reaounGeth  all  Satisfactioa  made  by  our  Sa^ 
luour,  does^  in  Effect,  blot  Redemption  out  of  tbe  Bible  t 
for,  if  Christ  did  not  satisfy  the  Divioe  Justice  ia  our 
Bekalf,.  we  are  yet  in  our  Sins :.  But  ^*  in  bim  we  hare^ 
Redemption  through  hia  Blood,  the  Forgiveness  of  Siiis,. 
tccoidini^  t9  ^  Riches  of  hi^  Giiace.'^. 

^  Christ  hatb  oi^ce  snffsred  top  Sin#>  tbe  Just  fee  tbe 
lUQuat  f  that  he  might  brijn^  ua  to<  God/'  See  1  Pet*  ii^ 
94j  fndal^Gp)rir3p^39^  i^ritb  m^ny  similar  7e|stA>  ^» 
^Chrisl  iked  for  our  Sins  ^~  gave  himself  for  our  Sina^*' 
&c.  &c.**The  Tery  Reason  of  the  iSavwurs  Name  is> 
in  itself  an  cTident  indication  of  the  Divinity  of  hi» 
JBcMon.  Hia  Naoie  was  to  bc>  Jnavs  :  ^  fo»  (said  tbe 
Algal  to  Jetepk)  be  rimll  save  hia  People  from  dieir 
aiaa.?  Now^^can  any  One  believe,  upon  the  very  Prin-^ 
eiplea  of  Reaaon  and  CSommm^lSense,'  and  contrary  ala4> 
ta-feke  elearait    i^imonie»  fhw  the  W^id  of  Qoi, 
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irelormifig  ai  whole  Worl4 ;  a  World  diWdod 
between  Atheism  9lkl  Sap^rdtition,  b^t  uqi- 
versally  abandoned  to  Sin ;  of  teaching  the 
whole    Race    of    Mankind    to    live    soberly. 


that  a  mere  Creaturct  be  he  who  he  iDay«  could  hftre 
a  People,  pecoliar  to  himself,  a  People  gathered  in  all 
Ages,  out  of  every  Kiadfed,  i^atioo,  and  ToDgne»  and 
that  he,  by  the  Dint  of  created  Might,  could  save 
auch  an  immense  Multitude,  as  transcends  all  the  Com- 
putation of  Man  ;  dnd  not  ouly  save  them,  but  **  save 
them  with  an  everlasting  Salvation,*^  rescuiag  them  from 
ipfintte  EtUs,  and  conferring  upon  them  aii  in^aite  Good  ? 
Be  who,  professing  himself  a  Christian,  can  fly  in  the 
Face  of  Reason,  of  Scripture,  and  of  God  himself;  by 
thus  deliberately  pronouncing  thb  Saviour,  who  hatb 
completed  this  immense  dndertaking,  either  a  created 
Being,  or  less  than  the  Omnipotent  OoD  ;  acts  moat 
absurdly  indeed  against  those  Testimonies,  vajer 
which  he  must.make  good  his  Profession. 

He  wa$»  it  is  true*  "  a  Teacjher  sent  from  God  ;^ 
but  hf  was  not  aent  primarily  in  the  Capacity  af  a 
Teacher,  To  instruct  the  World  in  Rigbteousuesa 
was  not  the  grand  and  ultimate,  but  merely  a  subor- 
dinate End  of  his  appearance :  and  indeed,  a  neees'* 
sary  Oonaequence  of-  it  Hie  prime  Endl  waa*  U^ 
make  Atonement  for  our  .^ina,  t9  racorer  our  fpr-^ 
feited  Favour  with  God,  and  by  that  Means  procure 
eternal  Kedempttoa  for  as  :  Itnd  they,  Who  will  not 
aaoept  of  biaur  in  tUa  Way^oamMt  b«  aavadi^y  tiijpf 
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righteously,  and  godly  here :  thereby  leading  i 
them  on  to  Happiness  hereafter^ 

How  contemptible  a  Figure  do  they, .who 
affected  to  be  Conquerors  of  the  World,  make, 
when  Compared  with  him  who  undertook  to  be 
the^Saviour  of  it? 

Besides; — In  the  Execution  of  this  great 
Design,  what  Condescension  did  he  exhibit, 
without  Meanness ;  what  Majesty,  without. 
Pride ;  what  Firmness,  without  Obstinacy ; 
what  Zeal,  without  Bitterness  or  Enthusiasm  ;^ 
what  Piety,  without  Superstition  : — How  won- 
derful a  Combination  of  seemingly  most 
opposite,  if  any  could  be  opposite.  Virtues  ;^ 
How  exapt  a  Temperature  was  thei;e,  of 
every  Thing  great,  ^  and  venerable,  and  lovely^, 
in  his  Soul !  • 

Again,— Another  very  important  .and  re-  : 
markdble  Consideration,  is,  that*  all  these 
admirable  Qualities  appeared  perfectly  easy 
and  natural  to  him  ;  and  seemed  not  to  re- 
quire the  least  Exertion  of  his  Mind  to  pro- 
duce, or  support  them.  . 

The  Case  was  the  ;Same  in  his  Discourses, 
and  Instractions^-^No  Emation  .when,  he  de^  ^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


'From  'his  Life  and  ZhchHnCn .      *239 

livered'the  most  sublime  and  affecting  Doc- 
trines,-^or  tbfB  nioi?t  comfortable;'-  or  'most 
terrifying  Predictions. 

The  Prophets,  before  him,  fainted  and 
sunk  tinder  the  Communications  they  re- 
ceived from  above.  But  Truths  which  over- 
whelmed the  Servants  of  God,  were  familiar 
to  the  Spn. — Composed  on  the  greatest  Oc- 
casions, and  respectable  even  on  the  least, 
he  was  at  all  iTimes  the  same :  and  the 
uniform  Dignity  and  Propriety  of  his  Be- 
haviour throughout,  evidently  flowed  from 
the  inbred  Grandeur  a'nd  Rectitude  of  his 
Mind. 

Tried  he  was  every  Wayi  publicly  and 
perpetually,  by  wicked  Men, — by  the  Wicked 
One,— 'by  Friends  as  well  as  Enemies  ;  but,  far 
fronj  being  overcome,  never  once  disconcerted 
— never  once  embarrassed  ;  but  calmly  superior 
to  every  Artifice,  to  every  Temptiation,  and  to 
^very  Diflicuky. 

Well  then  may  we  ask,  even  after  this  short 
and  imperfect  Sketch  of  our  Saviour-s  Cha- 
racter, *'  Whence  hath  this  Man  thesle  Things? 
and  wJhat*  Wisdpm  is  this  that  is .  givei^  ui^tq 
himr 


Digitized 


by  Google 


S40       The  Ditinily  of  Christ  proved 

He  had  evidently  none  of  the  usual  Means 
^r  Opportunities  of  cultivating,  or  improving 
his  Heart.  He  was  bom  in  a  low  indigent 
Condition  ;  and  therefore,  without  Education, 
or  Learning,  or  Models  to  form  hiniself  upon* 
either  in  his  own  Way,  or  by  others,  —And 
yet  He  manifested  and  supported  invariably 
through  Life,  such  Wisdom  and  Virtue,  a^i 
were  never  before  united,  and,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  say,  will  never  be  again  united  in 
any  other  Being ;  nor  would  ever  have  been 
conjoined  in  him,  but  for  the  Divinity  which 
shined  within  bimj  manifesting  forth  its  Glory 
through  him. 

The  only  public  Honour,  that  (according  to 
the  Prophet,  Zech.  ix.  9.)  he  ever  permitted 
to  be  done  him>  was  not  more  fulfilled  in  the 
Hosannahs  offered  him,  than  in  the  Meekness 
and  Humility  wherewith  he  received  them. 
(Matt.  xxi«   5.) 

His  Miracles,  indeed^  (as  they  were  the 
great  Proof  of  his  Mission)  be  publicly  per- 
formed^ (*)  that  Men  might  have    the  EviT 


i»at 


(•)  ^i7«tf#  esteems  tbat  Miracle  mentioned  in  1  King^s 
wuu  SO,    to    have    been    the    last    Miraclp    qncjer  th« 
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dcnce  of  tbeir  Sfoses  exercised  id  them,  to 
acknowledge  the  Authority  of  his  Mission  ^ 
and  the  Silence,  or  rather,  the  Confession  (*). 
of  his.  Enemiies  icovicerning  them.,  are  real 
TestiiQOQies  of  the  Truth  before  us. 


Law ;  and  this  was  about  800  Years  before  Christ. 
See  his  ^ery  exeeUeot  Bissertatioiis  de  MiraeuUi  Jem ; 
ofmd  McUu  Leydj.  p»  890,  Ae»— He  jooioputi's,  that  aH 
tjlie  M/racIes  from  the  3eginnij|ig  pf  4ie  W.Qild  to 
Christ,  fpr  a  Spai^e  of  near  4000  years,  apiovoted  to^ 
a][K>ut  .One  hundred  and  fifty  ;  but  that  those  exhibited 
by  Christ,  and  in  his  Name;  were  almost  as  tn-numer 
raUe  as  tfe-deniabie,  being  performed  upon  an  immense 
Variety  of  Peisons,  at  different  Times,  and  upon  ail 
SJorts  of  Exigencies  ;  while  JNolhing  of  the  Ki^d  was 
pretended  to  be  done  ip  l^p  Woflfi.-T-TiO  this  it  may 
be  added,  that  th^  Jeyirs,  wfiQ  thou^jt  themselres 
deeply  concerned  in  detecting  any  Impostures  upbi^ 
this  Subject,  did  not  venture  to  deny  Facts  so  open 
and  palpable  as  these  •  wer^,  but  attributed  tliem  to 
an  Agency  superior  to  that  of  Man,  thongb  (with  a 
stupid  as  well  as  malignant  and  blasphemous  Absur* 
dity)  ihey  /Qpuld  fipd  no  better  Agency  than  the  De* 
T;l's,..or  the  stolen  Pronwciation,  by  Way  of  Charn;/ 
of  the  Name  Jehovah. 

^*)  Compare  Matt.  iv.  24,— ix.  26,— xlv.  1.— Marki,  ?§, 
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When  our  Saviour  began  t6  ^blisb  tb^ 
Gospel  of  bis  Kingdom,  ile  did  not,  (asl^l^* 
ceivers  generally  do)  Veiit  bis  nfew  Dod^rin^s, 
or  pretend  to  perform  bi^  Wbttders,  (ibe 
Evidence  of  bis  Divine  Mission,)  in  Plae^ 
wbere  tbere  was  no  Person  fit  to  oppose 
tbe  one,  or  disprove  tbe  otber. 

Througbout  tbe  whole  Course  of  bis 
MiniBAry  He  addressed  binvelf  coni^ntiy 
to  Mnltitudes,  both  in  tbe  Temple,  and  in 
tbe  Synagogues ;  where  bis  Life  and  Doe- 
trine,  and  Miracles  might,  by  bis  professed 
Enemies,  he  narrowly  observed  and  examined. 
-^And,  if  at  any  Time  he  withdrew  into  the 
Desert,  and  did  Wonders  there;  it  was 
not  in  Order  to  avoid  tbe  Eyes  of  Men ; 
but  that  he  might  have  Opportunity,  by 
that  Means,  to  manifest  bis  Divine  Power, 
and  preach  bis  heavenly  Truths,  to  yet  greater 
Numbers. 

Accordingly,  we  find  witb  him,  in  the 
Wilderness,   Three    Thousand    Witnesses   of 


Luke  iv.  14,  37.— t.  15. 26.-;-Joha  u  1,  23,— iti*  2.— yi.  3. 
Til.  31,— xi«  47.— xii.  19,  &c. 
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A  MjrafcJ^i  BAt  ope  Time ;  aad  evea  Five 
Thovsai^l  at  aiiQ()if9r:  and  therefore^  wtrest 
tine  Qigl|  Frieert;  s^^ked  him  coaeeriiiiig  b|B 
P^{4es[  aind  bi§  DQCtri^e^  lie  Qiade  t^is 
lieplyc 

**  1  spat^e  OPENLY  to  the  World,  1  ev^ 
taught  in  the  Synagogue,  and  in  the  Temple, 
where  the  Jews,  always  resort;  and  in  secret 
have  I  said  nothing  ; 

^^  Why  ask^t  thoa  me?  Ask  them  that 
heard  me,  what  l  have  said  nnto  them :  be- 
hpld,  they  kno«r  what  I  said." 

.  The.  Beginning  of  his  Mirades  was  before 
mnah  Comfmny, — and  the  last  he  wrought 
was  in  <she  midst  of  Jerusalem,  where  the 
iwbole  Nation  of  the  Jews  were  then  assem- 
bled to  celebrate  the  Passover. 

And^  ivhenever  he  manileBtad  his  Divine 
Mission,  by  )the  chief  Seal  and  Evidence  of  it, 
his  raising  any  one  from  the  Dbad,  he  took, 
care,  at  that  Time  especially,  to  be  sur- 
TQwded  with  Nuinlieii». 

J^e  iN^Qbed  xipon  j»iich  Pemuis  for  the 
Subjects    of   his    miraculous   direct    whose 
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Infirmities  and  Diseases '  were  known,  and 
of  long  standing— One  who  had  been  *' blind 
from  his  Birth:" — Another  diseased  with  an 
Issue  of  Blood  "twelve-Years,**  and  another 
afflicted  with  a  Palsy  '<  thirty  and  eight 
Years.'*  So  that  there  could  be  no  possible 
Confederacy  in  a  Case,  where  the  Person 
cured  was  known  to  have  laboured  under 
that  Disorder  some  Years  before  our  Sa- 
viour was  born.  —  Wherever  he  came,  the 
substantial  Monuments  of  his  Charity .  and 
Grace  were  left  behind  him.  (*)  .  ,    . 

T 

And, — ^as  he  lived,  so  he  died. — When  the 
grand  Work  of  Redemption  was  completed, 
when. all  the  Prophecies  concerning  it  were 
FINISHED,  a  solemn  Darkness  prevailed. 
'*  fie  bowed,  the  .Hei^d  and  gave  up  .the 
Ghost*  ~  **  and  Behold,  the  Veil  of  the  Tem- 
ple was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  Top  to  the 
Bottom ;  and  the  Earth  did  quakci  and  the 
Socks   were    rent ;    and    the    Graves    were 


(*)  Learned  Men,  to  whom  the  Rest  of  the  World  are 
Infants,  have  the  same  Affection  of  nourishing  Minds,  as 
the  Pelkan  in  feeding  her  young,  vhich  is  at  the  Expence 
of  the  yftfj  Substance  of  lale. 
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opened  ;    and    many  t  Bodies  u  of  the  .  Saints 
which  ,  slept    arose,    and    came   out   of    the . 
Graves  after  his  Resurrection,  and  went  into 
the  Holy  City,  ^nd  appeared  unto  many/' 

''Now  when  the  Centurian,  and  they  that 
were  with  him,  watching  Jesus,  saw  the 
Earthquake,  and  those  Things  that  were 
done,  they  feared  greatly j  saying,  Truly  this 
was  the  Son  of  God," 

And  not  only  this, — But  at  his  Burial,  we 
find  a  public  Guard  set  at  his  Grave,  and 
he  arose  from  thence  in  the  Presence  of  that 
very  Guard  ;  and  to  their  Astonishment.— 
He  appeared  afterward  to  •*  fiVe  Hundred 
at  once  ;"  and  to  the  Twelve  Disciples  fre- 
quently; ate;  drank,'  and  conversed  with 
them  for  forty  Days,  and  was  at  last  taken 
up  into  Heaven  in  their  Sight,  by  a  slow  and 
leisurable  Ascent :  ^*  and  a  Cloud  received 
him  out  of  their  Sight."  ''And, while  they 
looked  stedfastly  towards  Heaven  as  He 
went  up,  behold,  two  Men  stood  by  them 
in  white  Apparel : — which  also  said,  ye  Men 
of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gating  up  into 
Heaven  ? — This  same  Jesus,  which    is   taken 
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up  fffom  yoa  into  Heaven,  shall  so  pon^  in 
like  Manner  atr  ye  have  seen  falift  g<^  inta 
Heaven." 

And  not  only  this,  but  **  tvhen  the  Day 
pf  Pentecost  was  fuUy  come/'  **. according  to 
his  most  true  Promise,  the  Holy.  Ghost  came 
down  from  Heaven  with:  a  sudden  great 
Sound,  as  it  had  been  a  mighty  Wind,  in 
the  Liketiess  of  fiery  Tongues,  lighting  upon 
the  Apostles,  to  teach  them,  and  to  lead  them 
into  all  Truth;  giving  them  both  the  Gift 
of  diverse  Languages,  and  also  Boldness^ 
with  fervent  Zeal  canstantly  to  pr^ch  the 
Gospel  untc)  all  Nations ;  whereby  w^  have 
been  brought  out  of  Darkness  and  £rror^ 
into  the  clear  Ught  and  ^rue  Knowledge 
of  God,  and   qf  Jesus  Christ  bis  Son." 

Thus  stands  the  Gospel  Account  of  the 
Life,  and  Deiofth,  and  Resurrection  of  our 
Lord,  and  the  entire  Silence  of  the  Jews 
upon  this  Occasion,  in  not  denying  any  of 
these  Things,  when  they  had  all  the  Advan- 
tages both  of  *time  and  Place,  that  Men 
could  desire,  of  disproving  these  Frauds,  (if 
any  Such  had  been,)  and  who  were  in  the 
crtrongest    Manner  interested  and   concerned 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Ftom  fits  t^e  mid  DoiiriM.        tit 

td  iiake^  oee  of  thenr,  is  a  istmtig  Proof  of 
their  real  Existence;  endeavoiuteg  oiAjTy 
weakly  e|iou^h,  to  iuvaljdate  their  Force,  ^y 
ascribing  them-  to  evil  Demops,..  Art-Magict 
or  to  any   Thing  but  to  the  true  Fountaia 

of  Power  from  whence  they  flowed. 

!       '•;  .  •  •   .    •      '^  •;  '  '    'V:-  : *: 

.  This  is  a  Testimony  of  ^veait  Weight  witfak 
U9i  who  are  coiAsciouji  of  the  Inadequacy  of 
thf^cf  Cs^uses:  t4^  such  Eflfectcf ;  aad  wbo^  there-* 
fore^  can  never  doabt  by  what:  Power  iCbrist 
pi^foriaed  fais  Miracles:  a&lie  rdidi  tbem  iq 
his  o^n  l^^ame;  and  therefore,  by;  t^e  Dih 
vine  Power  which  he  possessed,  and  was 
inherent  in  him. 

It  is  evideiut/  therefin^  upon  the.  WiiokU 
that  o«r  Bldssed  liiord  was,  in  Reality,  'the 
v«ry  Person  lie  is  pqpneseated  to  W  in  the 
Gospel.  And  as  be  possessed  a  Degree  df 
Perfection,  botii  intellectaid  and  moiial,  fsit 
beyond  what  faumaa  Nature  is  capable  of 
arriving  at,  and  that  too,  M^itboat  any  of  thd 
common  Means  df  acquiring  such  Pk*fection^ 
the  Conclusioni  cftn  be  coaly  this.  That 
both  Christ  and  his  Religion  came,  from 
God;  which  none  was  more  likely  to  know, 
or  to    report  more    truly  to  Mankind,  than 
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He.  wild  qamfe  from  the  B<>sdm  of  his   Fa- 
ther.— BuU 

It  may  still  perhaps  be  said,  that  there  is  no 
Necessity  for  supposing  any  l^hing  superna- 
tural in  the  Case. 

He  was  only  One  of  those  wonderful  and 
extraordinary  Characters  that  sonietimes  ap- 
pear even  in  the  lowest  Stations ;  ietnd  by  the 
Force  of  great  natural  Talents,  a  natural  Dig- 
nity o\  Mind,  and  consUtutioniai  Goodness  of 
Disposition,  break  but  froth  the  Obscurity  of 
their  Situation,  and  rise  superior  to  all  the 
rest  0^  Mankind. — But, 

Besides  what  hath  been  already  insisted  on, 
that  tk6  sudi  CharaAtsr  as  Tbit  of  Christ  is 
to  be  found  in  any  Nation  bf  the  World;  in 
any  Period  of  Tinle,  or  any  Situation  of  Life, 
it  must  be  remembered,  thai  our  Lord  himself 
laid  .Clainr  to^  sometbin^  more  than  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  great'  and  good  Man.  He  laid 
Claim  to  a  divine  Original.  He  affirmed  that 
)ie  was  th^  Son*  6f  God.  f ^  I  am  from  above; 
—I  am  hot  of  this  World.— I  and  my  Father 
weOne." 

{f  tl^is  was    not  the  Case,  he   must  havf) 
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heen  eitker  an  Eothasiast  or  an  Impostw; 
(i.  e.)  either  a  very  weak,  or  a  very  wicked 
Man.  Either  of  which  Sopposhiona  is  mu 
terly  irreconcileable  with  the  Description  that 
hath  been  jast  given  of  hini»  of  Wisdom 
and  Goodness^  which  he  has  been  proved, 
and  is  allowed  to  Ji^vb  possessed  in  their 
utmost  SxteQt. 

Whoever,  then^  aeknowMgM  him  to  be 
»  GREAT,  )»  wiSE^  and  a  perfectly  goo» 
Mail,  must  akso,  (oq  bis  own  Prfneiple,) 
allow  liim  Th^t  Divinity  whieh  he  claimed. 

Here,  then,  is  a  Proof  of  the  Divine 
y^uthonlty  of  our  Lawgiver,  and  our  Reli- 
gion, which  every  one  may  comprehend, 
and  wbrch  it  wifl  not  be  easy  to  withstand. 
—  Some  alledga  they  want  Leisure,  and 
Others,  that  they  want  Learning  or  Abi- 
lity, fo  Investigate,  with  snfficie^t  Cafe  and 
Accuracy,  the  Prophetic,  the  Miraculous, 
^nd  the  Hii^orical  !l^videttce$  Of  cfur  Faith  : 
which  is  indeed,  commonly,  nothing  mor6 
than  a  mere  Pretence,  But  evien  this 
Pretence  ie  takeii  away  fay  the  Argument 
l^te  o^fefed    to   tbdr  .  CoosidfMrp^ti^m.    It   is 

VOL.   I(f  ^1 
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involved  *  in  no  Difficrilty,  and  requires  nfr 
laborious  or  critical  Examination «  no  uncom- 
mon Degree  of  Sagacity  or  Ability  to  decide 
upon  it. 

Nothing  more  is  requisite,  than  to  lay 
open  the  Bible  and  to  contemplate  the  Cha- 
racter of  our  Lord,  as  it  is  there  drawn 
with  the  most  perfect  Fairness  and  Honesty 
by  the  EvangdiSts.  Whoever  can  judge  of 
any  Thing,  can  judge  of  this  ;  and  we  knOw 
by  Experience  that' it  is  calculated  to  carry 
Conviction  into  the  most  unwilling  Minds. ' 

It  is  not,  then,  the  Prejudice,  (as  it  has 
been  called,)  of  a  Christian  Education:— It 
is  not  the  mere  Dotage  of  Superstition,  or 
the  mere  Enthusiasm  of  pious  Affection  and 
Gratitude  towards  our  Redeemer,  which  make 
us  discover  in  his  Character  plain  and  evident 
M^rks  of  the  Son  of  God.  They  have  been 
discovered  and  acknowledged  by  Men  who 
TKere  troubled  with  no  such  religious  Infir- 
mities. 

On  the  Strength  of  these  Testimonies; 
then,  with  the  Proofs  which  have  been  ad- 
duced, we  may  safely  assume  it  as  a  Prin^ 
ciple,  that  "  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.*' 
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ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


The    Divinity    of  Christ    proved  from 

Apostolical  Evidence,   and  the  first 

Christian  Fathers. 


From  the  View  we  have  already  taken 
of  the  Character  of  Christ,  the  Consequence 
is  unavoidable  ;  And  one  of  these  two  Things 
mast  be  true: — Either  the  Character  of  our 
Lord,  as  drawn  in  the  Gosjpels,  must  be 
fictitious ;  or  else  the  Person,  to  whom*  it 
really  belonged,  ,  must  be  endued,  with 
Powers  more  than  human :  for  never  did 
mortal  Man  speak  and  act  as  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  did. 

If  we  take  the  former  Part   of  the  ^  Alter- 
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native,  and  affirm,  that  the  Portrait  of  onr 
Saviour,  as  drawn  in  the  Gospels,  i»  ajEi 
ideal  One:  Where,  in  the  first  Place,  shall 
we  find  the  Man  that  could  draw  it  ?  that  by 
the  mere  Force  of  Imagination,  conld  invent  a 
Character,  at  once  so  abtointely  perfect,  and 
truly  original  ? 

The  Circumstances  of  his  nniting  the 
DIVINE  and  the  HyMAN  Natures  in  one  Per- 
«on ;  and  of  his  being  at  one  and  the  same 
Time,  the  Messiah  of  the  Jews,  and  the  In* 
structor,  the  Kedeemer  and  Mediator^  and 
Judge  of  Mankind,  are  so  very  peculiar,  and 
80  perfectly  new  ;  and  yet,  all  these  several 
Parts  are  so  well  supported,  and  preserved 
80  distinct,  and  every  Thing  our  Saviour 
said  or  did,  is  so  admirably  accommodated 
to  each  ^  that  to  Ibrm  3uch  a  Character  as 
this,  without  any  Original  to  copy  it  from, 
exceeds  the  utmost  Stretch  of  human  In* 
ventionr 

But,  if  we  could  think  it  possible  that 
any  one  Benson  might  be  ifound,  who,  witli 
the  Help  of  extraordinary  Talents,  and  a 
better  Education  than  any  other  Person  ever 
hady  might   do  so  much  more  than  any    of 
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the  rest  ever  did ;  yejt  what  imaginable  Reason 
can  there  be  for  applying  thi^  to  tlie  £vanr 
gelists  ?  to  those  who  have  been  so  ofteoi 
and  so  opprobriously  called  the  Pqblicans« 
the  Tent-JM[aker8»  and  Fishermen  of  Galike  ? 
They  Jbad  never  studied  at  Athens,  or  at 
Rome.  They  had  no  soperior  Talents ;  they 
had  no  Learning,  nor  Education,  nor  Skill 
in  coloring  ideal  Characters. — It  is  not,  most 
assuredly,  it  is  not  snch  Men  as  these,  that 
invent.  —Nay, 

Further  still,  Had  they  been  ever  so  capable 
of  forming  such  a  Character  as  That  of  our 
Saviour,  yet  what  Reason  can  there  be  to 
imagine  that  they  would  have  ascribed  it  to 
the   Messiah  ? 

They  expeeted  kim  to  he  of  a  Spirit  and 
Behaviour  very  different  from  the  iQeek,  the 
humble,  ajid  passive  Jesus.  They  expected 
an  enterprising  and  victorious  Warrior,  aveng- 
ing the  injcirioiis  Sufferings  of  his  Coonta*y- 
m^i ;  trampling  the  Nations  under  km  Feet, 
'establishing  the  Jewish  Empire,  and  with  it 
the  Jewish  Law  throughout  the  World.  (*) 

(*)  See  Matt.  xx.  21.  and  Acts  i.  6, 
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'  *  Possessed  as  they  were  with  these  Notions, 
instead  of  drawing  for  their  promised  De- 
liverer such  a  Portrait  as  the  Gospel  pre- 
sents to  us,  had  they  seen  it  ready  drawn^ 
and  asked  whose  it  was,  He  would  have 
been  the  last  Person  upon  Earth  for  whom 
they  would  have  conceived  it  intendeds -^ 
Besides, 

What  conceivable  Inducement  coold  the 
sacred  Historians  have  to  impose  an  imaginary 
JPersonage  upon  the  World  ?  and  why,  above 
all,  should  they  persevere  in  this  Imposition, 
when  they  saw  and  felt,  that  Hatred,  Per- 
secution, and  Death,  were  the  certain  Con- 
sequences of  their  maintaining  the  Reality 
of  a  Character,  which  they  knew  all  the 
while  to  be  a  Phantom  of  their  own  Inven- 
tion, had  they  invented  it;  and  could  have 
saved    themselves  by    confessing  it? 

.  But  even  if  it  were  possible  that  human 
.Creatures  might,  contrary  to.  all  Honesty, 
and  all  Interest,  be  thus,  unaccountably  bent 
on  deceivipg,  we.  have,  as  full.  Evidence  as 
can  be,  that  the  Evangelists  were  not  so. 
— There  is  manifestly  an  Air  of  Simplicity 
and  godly  Sincerity,  of  plain  unornamented 
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Truth  in  '  evei'y  Thing  they  relate ;  nothing 
wrought  up  with  Art;  nothing  studiously 
placed  in  the  fairest  Light  to  attract  the 
Eye  :  no  Solicitude  to  dwell  even  on  the 
most  illustrious  Parts  of  our  Saviour's  Cha- 
racter: but  on  the  contrary,  they  simply  re- 
late the  most  striking  Facts,  and  most  aiSecting 
.Truthsy  in  so  cold  a  Manner,-  as >  furnishes 
Ground  to  apprehend  that  they  themselves 
did  not  always  distinctly  perceive  the  Divine 
Wisdom  and  Excellence  of  many  Things 
said  and  done  by  our  Saviour,  and  recorded 
in  their  Books.(*)  At  least,  they  have  by  no 
Means  brought  them  forward  into  View,  as 
they  weir  deserved,  and  as  Men  who  wrote 
with  a  Design,  most  certainly  would  have 
done. 

This  very  Circumstance,  added  to  the  whole 
Turn  and  Tenor  of  their  Writings,  most  clearly 
proves,  that  they  followed  with  religious  Care, 
and  delivered  with  scrupulous  Fidelity,  Truth 
and  Fact,  as  it  ^peared  to  them,  and  nothing 
eke.  (t)— Ii^  F^ct, 


(•)  See  Vol.  II.  166. 
(t)  The  chief  Evideice  of  the  Facts  on  which  the  Tr^th 
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If  Jisad  Ohtist  be  not  God,  the  Language 
of  the    Ne\^  Testament    haa  been  framed  to 


and  Gertointy  of  the  Christiaa  ReTelation  depends,  to  its» 
who  live  at  diift  Distance  of  Time,  is  the  Testimony  of 
'our  Saviour's  followers;  which,  in  all  its'Circum- 
stances,  was  the  most  credible,  certain,  and  convincing 
Evidence,  that  was  ever  given  to  any  Matter  of  Fact 
in  the  World, 

To  make  this  £vident,  there  cen  be  required  but  these 
Tliree  Things. — First,  that  it  be  certain  that  Ae  Evan- 
gelists and  Followers  of  our  Lord  were  not  imposed 
upon  Themselves. 

Secondly,  That  it  be  certain,  they  neither  had,  nor 
could  have  any  Design  to  impose  upon  Others.    And, 

Thirdly,  That  it  be  certain,  their  Testimony  is  Truly 
conveyed  down  to  us  unto  this  Day. — ^All  which*  Things 
are,  indeed,  abundantly  certain,  and  clear  enough  to 
satisfy  any  reasonable  and  unprejudiced. Person. — For, 

Firsts  That  they  could  not  be  imposed  upon  Them- 
selves',  is  evident  from  the  Nature,  and  Number,  and 
Publicness  of  our  Saviout's  Miracles*  They  conversed 
from  the  Beginning  with  Christ  himself.  They  heard  with 
their  £ars,  —  they  saw  with  their  £ye«,  th^  looked 
.^^pon,  and  handled  with  their  Bands  '«  of  the  WORD  OF 
jy  F£,"  (as  St.  John  expresseth  it.) 

They  saw  all  the  Prophecies  uf  the  Old  Testament 
fulfilled  in  his  Life  and    Doctrine,    his    SuiTetlngs   an^ 
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Receive.    The  Writers  must  have  intended  to 
exalt  their  Master  at  the  Expence  of  Tratht 


Death.  They  saw  him  ooDfira  what  he  taught,  with 
such  mighty  and  evident  Miracles,  4ft  his  bitterest  and 
most  malicious  £aemies  could  not  hut  confess  Irere 
supernatural,  ereu  at  the  same  Time  that  Aey  obsti* 
iiately  blasphemed  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Wrought  them. 

They  saw  4im  f  alive  after  his  Passion,  by  manf 
infallible  Proofs;  He  appearing,  aot  only  to  One  or 
Two,  but  to  all  the  Cleven,  several  Times,  and  once 
to  above  five  B4mdred  together*  4nd  this,  not  merelf 
in  a  transient  Manner ;  but  they  conversed  with  him 
familiarly  for  no  less  than  forty  Days,  and  at  last 
4hey  beheld  bim  ascend  visibly  into  Heaven ;  and,  sooa 
after^  they  receive  ihe  SP1&IT«  according  t»  his  Fro* 
mise. 

These  were  sensible  Demonstrations  of  his  being  4 
Teacher  sent  from  Heaven,  and  eonsequeatly  that  his 
nect,riue  wns  the  immediate  and  ezpiess  Rev<elation  jO^ 
the  Will  of  God. 

Sec«adlgr»  it  is  certain^  the  Evangelists  «Qd  Apostles  o# 
femr  Lord^  neither  had,  9or  joouid  iuMire  a$y  design  U^ 
impose  upon   Oth(ers« 

This  is  evident  both  from  the  Nature  of  ihe  Things 
ithey  did  and  suffered  >  and  from  the  Characters  of 
the  Persons  themselves*  They  confirmed  what  thisy 
(taught  by   SIGNS    and    MlBACl^ES ;    they  UV£D 

?OL,   II.  %% 
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If  not  —  If   they  meant  that  their    Readers 
8honl(|  form  no  higher   Idea  of  Jesus  Christ, 


according  to  the  Doctrine  they  preached ,  though  ma- 
nifestly contrary  to  all  the  interests  and  Pleasures  of 
this  present  World  ;  and,  which  Deceivers  can  never 
be  supposed  to  do,  they  DIED  with  all  imaginable 
Chearfulness  and  Joy  of  Mind,  for  the  Testimony  of 
their  Doctrine,  and  the  Confirmation  of  their  Religion. 
They  were  Innocent  and  Plain  Men,  Men  that  had 
no  bad  ENDS  to  serve,  no  PREFERMENT  to  hope 
for  in  the  World.  Their  Religion  itself  taught  them  to 
expect,  not  Dominion  and  Glory,  nor  the  Praise  of  Men, 
nor  Riches,  nor  Honour,  nor  Power  and  Ease,  nor  Plea- 
sure, nor  Profit ;  but  Poverty  and  Want,  Trouble  and 
Vexation,  Persecntion  and  Oppression,  Imprisonment,  Ba- 
nishment, and  Death. — ^These  Things  are  not  the  Marks 
and  Tokens  of  Inipostors* 

Besides,  The  SUCCESS,  and  EVENT  of  their  Under- 
taking ;  that  plain  and  illiterate  Men  should  be  able  to 
preach  their  Doctrine  to  so  many  different  N  ations  of  dif- 
ferent Languages,  and  prevail  also  in  the  Establishment 
of  it ;  That  they  should  all  agree  exactly  in  their  Testi- 
mony, and  none  of  them  be  prevailed  upon,  either  by 
Hopes  or  Fears,  to  desert  their  Companions,  and  discover 
Ibe  Imposture,  if  there  had  been  any. 

These  Things  plainly  show,  that  their  Doctrine,  was 
more  than  Human, ^ and  not  a  Contrivance  to  impose  upon 
the  World.    Germinat  u(nq\f€  Granum  Fidei^  Thirdly |  ^ 
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tkah  as    a  mere     hiimah    Prophet,   cominis- 
sioned  to  teach,   as  other  Prophets  had  done 


Thirdly,  It  is  certain,  that  the  Apostles*  Testimony  con- 
cerning the  Works  and  Doctrine  of  Chrnt,  is  TRULY 
and  without  Corruption,  conveyed  d^twn  to  Us>  even 
unto  this  Day. — For,  They  left  this  their  Testimony  in 
their  Writing^s :  which  Writings  have  been  delivered 
down  by  an  uninterrupted  Succession  through  all  inter- 
mediate Ages.  Their  Books  were  translated  very  early 
into  several  Languages,  and  dispersed  through  all  Parts 
of  the  World;  and  have,  most  of  them,  been  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  genuine  Writings  of  those  whose  J^ames 
they  bear,  even  by  the  bitterest  Enemies  of  Christianity, 
in  all  Ages,  Passages,  containing  the  most  material  Doc- 
trines, have  been  cited  out  of  them  by  numberless  Authors, 
who  lived  in  every  Age  from  the  very  Days,  of  the 
Apostles  unto  this  time.  So  that  there  is  no  Room  or 
Possibility  of  any  considerable  Corruption  of  the  Truth 
of  the  whole.     In  a  Word, 

There  is  no  Matter  of  Fact  whatever,  attested  in  any 
History,  with  so  many  Circumstances  of  Credibility,  with 
so  many  collateral  Evidences,  and  in  every  respect  at- 
tended with  so  many  Marks  of  Truth,  as  this  of  the  Doc- 
trine and  Works  of  Christ. 

Add  to  this, — that  the  peculiar  Authority  which  we  at- 
tribute to  the  Books  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  contained 
in  the  New  Testament ,  is  founded  on  their  being  written 
and  dictated  by  the  Apostles  themselves. 

The  Apostles  were  endued  with  the  miraculous  Gifts  of 
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heS^ve  himr  the  WiU  of  God  to  Mea^  tfc^ 
eeftmwAj  haTe,  on  Ifafk  Supposition,  heeu 
most  uofortunate  ia  tbeiF  use  of  Words* 

Laying  Inspiration  entirely  out  of.  the 
Question,  how  can  we  suppose,  that  upright 
Meliy  with  honest  Intentions,  should  have 
so  expressed  themselves,  on  a  Subject  of 
Ihis  Nature,  as  actually  to  mislead  Ninety- 
mine  in  the  Hunilred  of  all  who  have  ever 
professed  to  believe  their  Writings? — The 
Case,  it  ought  to  be  particularly  observed^ 
was  one  of  no  Difficulty.  The  Writers  were 
not  handling  a  Point  of  great  metaphysical 
Nicety,  which  requiredy  for  the  Prevention  of 
Mistaken,  peculiar  Caution  in  the  Choice  of 
their  Expressions.  —  If  Jesns  was  no  more 
than  a  human  Prophet,^  we  can  conceive 
nothing  more  easy  than  for  those  wha 
wrote  of  him  to  avoid  all   such    Phraseology 


the  Holy  Ghost  i — and  this  not  only  eiiabl«d  them  to* 
preach  the  Doctrine  of  Christ  with  Power  ;  but  also  ac^ 
-tualiy  seciived  then  from  making  any  £nro9r  or  Mistake,, 
•r  £alse  Representation  Af  it.  And  the  save  AulhOfity 
Aat,  by  this  singular  Privilege^  was  added  to  their  Preack-^ 
ing,  musty  for  the  same  lUaaon^  be  equally  attributed  t* 
their  Writings  also* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


From  tlu  first  ChrUtum  Fatien.     901 

as  could  possibly  conTey  to  the  Minds  of  their 
Readers  any  Impression  inconsistent  mih  tbia 
simple  View  of  bis  Person  and  Office* 

But  is  this  the  Case  ?  —  '*  K  speak  unto 
wise  Men:— Judge  ye  what  I  say." — ^Tbere 
is  but  one  Alternative: — Either  this  Book 
was  not  given  by  Inspiration  of  God  nor 
even  written  by  Men  of  common  Under- 
standing and  common  Honesty; — Or  the 
Men  who  wrote  it  were  taaghl  of  €iod  to 
believe,  and  commissioned  by  him  to  reveal 
to  Others,  as  one  of  the  leading  Troths  in 
their  System  of  Doctrine,  that  Jesus  Christ, 
although  born  of  the  Seed  of  David,  ac- 
cording to  the  Flesh,  was,  at  the  same  Time^ 
**  Over  all,  God,  blessed  for  ever.**— 

But,  besides  the  incontrovertible  Proofs 
we  have  already  given  from  Scripture,  i|i 
Confirmation  of  the  Doctrine  before  us^  || 
will  rec^ve  additional  Strength  from  a  Con* 
sideration,  that  in  the  Writings  of  the 
Apostolical  Fathers,  besides  what  we  have 
already  observed^  (*)  The  leading  Truths  of 

O  See  Note,  p»ge  43,    Ac.   Vol.  u. 
It  U  Bftinral  to  tkiak^  thstthe  learer  tbe  Foiurtsis,  iho 
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Christianity  are  incidentally  mentioned,  or 
alluded  to  ;  and,  if  not  systematically/  yet 
uniformly  taught. 


clearer  the  Stream  ;  (Dulciores  a  Fontibus  Aqua  :)  or»  ia 
other  Words,  That  the  most  ancient  Christians  are  the  most 
Orthodox.  That  those  who  lired  in,  and  nearest  the  Times 
of  the  Apostles  and  Apostolical  Men,  were  like  to 
understand  their  Doctrine  biest,  to  embrace  it  with  Vene- 
ration, and  tu  transmit  it  in  Purity  to  others. 

The  Degree  of  Importance  which  attaches  to  the 
Writings  of  tbe  Fathers  I  would  briefly  State  as 
follows. 

We  receive  them  not,  as  being  in  the  ^^^/r^c^  infallible 
Propounders  of  true  Doctrine;  for  the  Privilege  of  fn- 
fallibilttf  we  limit  to  direct  Inspiration. — But,  as  Wii- 
nesses,  both  to  the  Train  of  Thinking,  to  the  mode  of 
explaining  Scripture,  and  to  the  Statement  of  Doc- 
trines; which  prevailed  at  the  Times  during  which  they 
itererally  flourished,  we  justly  deem  them  invaluable. 

Our  Opponents  seem  to  have  expressed  themselves 
very  in-accurately  respecting  a  Matter  of  so  much  Impor- 
tance ;  and  the  pointing  out  their  Defect  will  enable 
us. the  better  to  exemplify  what  we  esteem  the  true 
and  legitimate  use  of  the  Fathers. — 

It  is  recommended  that  we    should  steadily  keep  be* 
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The  Doctrine  of  these  Fathers  is.  deliyered 
in  the  Spirit  of  Simplicity,  as.the  standing 
Doctrine  of  the  Church  ;  nor  is  there  a  single 


fore    us    the    fundamental  Principle,    that    *'  the   Bible, 
and  the  Bible  only,  is  the   Religion  of  Protestants ,**     and 
that  "we  ovght  not  to  introduce  the  Fathers,    as  Arbiters  . 
in  Cohtifoversies  which  the  Scriptures  alone  must  be  allowed    , 
to  determine. 

Doubtless,  in  the  legitimate  Sense  of  the  Words,  the 
Bible,  and  the  Bible  only,  is  the  Religion  of  Protestants  ; 
but  I  greatly  fear,  that  these  VYords  are  very  com- 
iQonly  UBe4  in  &  Sepse  ^hich  they  are  by  po  Means 
intended  to  convey.  The  Bible,  and  the  Bible  only,  is 
certainly  oui  Religion ;  if,  by  such  an  Expiression,  we 
mean  to  intimate,  tbac  tie  will  receive  nothing,  savefvhat 
can  be  clearly  proved  from  Scripture :  but,  if  we  mean 
to  say,  that  the  Bible  only  is  so  the  Religion  of  Profes^ 
tants,  that  each  crude  Interpreter,  depending  solely  up^n 
his  awn  unassisted  judgment, .  is  thus  •  arbitrarily  to  strike 
out  a  Theological  System  for  himself,  we  make  an  Assertion,- 
whereof  it  is  difficult  .to  determine,  .whether  the  folly 
or  the  Mischief  be  the  greater. 

After  rejecting  what  cannot  be  proved  from  Scripture, 
we  have  .still  to  learn  what  Scripture  actually  teaches. 
Now,  this  is  obviously  a,  Matter  of  Interpretation  :«  and, 
before  our  Eaith  can  be  fixed, ^we  must  have,  not  only 
the  Bible  i/«e(^,  but.  also  such  qn  Exposition  of  the  Bible ^   . 
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Circumstance  that  will  incline  us  to  suspect 
tfaem  of  a  Design  to  obtrude  their  own  prirate 
Opinions  or  CoAeeits  upon  the  Christian 
World. 


^«  on  9ol%d  Grorndst  may  6«  thought  to  propomd  it$ 
gpmine  Sense.  When  it  i$  said*  therefore,  tbmt  tba 
Bible^  and  the  Bibk  onfyp  is  the  Religion  of  Protestants^ 
we  are  not  to  fancy,  that  eath  Individual  is  arbitrarify 
to  frame  a  System  for  himself;  for,  ia  that  case,  we 
aay.  weU  nigh-  have  an  many  B4lif;ioaB  as  there  are 
Sxpositora. 

When  a  Controversy  respe^sts  any  Matter  which  can- 
not be  Scripturally  established,  then^  no  doubt,  the  - 
Bible  alone  can  determine  the  Controversy:  because, 
either  its  total  Silence  or  its  marked  Reprobation,  more 
or  less  strongly  condemns  the  Practice.  But  the  Matter 
assumes  a  very  different  Aspect,  when  the  contra- 
verted  point  itself  professes  to  be  built  upon  Scripture. 

In  the  Soeinian  ooatroversy  respecting  the  Oodhea4 
of  Christ,  how  long  will  our  Opponente  manage  lo  make 
the  BiUe  aUme  determine  the  Question  ?  Such  Control 
yersies  respect,  in  Truth,  the  very  meaning  of  the  Bible* 
Whence  it  is  evident,  that,  if  two  Men  differ  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  Bible,  the  Bible  itself  to  which  they 
equally  appeal,  cannot  possibly  ahne  determine  their 
.Controversy.  Can  the  B&bk  ai^e,  for  instanee,  deter- 
mine the  Controversy  between  die  Trinitarian  and  the 
^  ▲oti-triailariaa  ?    plearly  it  cawifOt :    for  the  tvro.Sets  of 
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This     seems    demonstrable    from    a   very 


Opponents  severally  appeal  to  it  with  equal  Confidence ; 
and  whpn  they  have  argued  frofk  Scripture  until  they 
are  all  heartily  weary,  all  still  contend,  that  Scripture  is 
manifestly  ou  the  side  which  they  have  respectively 
espoused.  J  may  err  in  my  View  of  this  Matter;  bu^ 
if  our  Opponents  will  explain  HOW  the  Scripturei  alone 
must  be  allomed  to  determine  Controveniet^  we  shall  bet- 
ter understand  the  Principle  on  which  they  refuse  to  in- 
troduce the  Fathers  as  Arbiters. 

Our  present  difference  from  them  on  this  point  is  so 
^eat,  that  I  really  know  not  how  we  are  to  decide 
many  of  oiir  Doctrinal  Controversies/  save  by  calling 
in  as  Arbiters  those  very  Individuals  whom  they  would 
reject ;  and,  in  Truth;  this,  if  1  mistake  not,  is  the  pro- 
per use  of  the  Fathers.  I  receive  them  not,  as  being 
abstractedly  and  per  se  irresistible  Arbiters:  but  1  re- 
ceive them,  according  to  their  several  Degrees  of  An- 
tiquity, as  Witnesses  to  that  System  of  Doctrine  which 
the  primitiviB  Catholic  Church  universally  maintained,  as 
having  received  it  immediately  from  the  Hands  of  the 
inspired  Apostles. 

Take,  as  a  Specimen  of  the  Mode  in  which  I  would 
use  the  Fathers,  in  the  two  Controversies  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded. 

Between  Trinitarians  and  Anti'-trinitarians  the  dispute 
is,  whether  Scripture    teaches  the  Godhead  of    Christ 
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obnervtfble    P^articular,    [viz.]    that    in   their 


knd  tbe  Doctrine  of  a  personal  Trinity,  on  the  one 
JBand;  or  whether  it  teaches  the  bare  Manhood  of 
Christ  and  the  doctrine  of  an  impersonal  Unity,  on 
the  other  Hand.  In  prosecuting  the  Dispute,  the  dif-. 
ference  between  the  Parties  respects  the  Interpretation  of  a 
Variety  of  Texts ;  and,  so  far  as  the  Bible  alone  is  con- 
cerned, each  is  quite  positive  that  it  is  clearly  in  his  Favour. 
What  then  is  to  be  done?  Must  we,  with  them,  call 
upon  the  Bible  alone  to  determine  the  Controversy, 
when  the  very  Controversy  respects  the  true  Meaning  of 
tie  Bible  itself  f  Or  must  we  confer  the  Office  pf  Ar- 
biter upon  primitive  Antiquity?  Under  these  Circum- 
stances, where  can  we  find  a  more  unexceptionable  Urn* 
pire  tten  the  Primitive  Church»  speaking  through  those 
ancient  accredited  Writers  whose  Works  have  come 
down  to  us?  For,  though  we  claim  not  mfalUbiliiy  oa 
Behalf  of  the  Fathers,  yet  they  are  unexceptionable  WU^ 
neises  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Primitive  Church  :  and  tbd 
Doctrine,  Ae/(i  by  the  primitive  Churchy  whatever  it  might  be> 
mutt,  I  think,  inevitably  have  been  received  from  the  Apos- 
ties.  The  latter  therefore  is  the  Plan  which  I  wonldventuit 
to  recommend ;  nor  do  I  see,  what  reasonable  Objection 
can  be  made  to  it  They,  wbo  lived  nearest  to  the  Apos« 
desy  mnflt  beat  have  known  the  Mind  of  the  Apostles. 
If  then  the  Apostles  were  Humanitarians  and  Anti-tri* 
nitarians,  ao  must  the  Primitive.Church  have  been;  and, 
consequently,  if  the  Reverse,  the  Reverse.  And  now 
let  us  see  how  the  Matter  actually  stands. 

With  respect  to  the  Texts  litigated  between  the  Tri- 
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Wtitingsi.  they  do  not  Citte  4H,  ar  the  iWa-** 

xiitarian  and  the  Anti-trinitarian,  not  an  Instance  can  be 
brought,  so  far  as  I  know,  from  any  Father  of  the  first 
three  Centuries,  in  which  any  one  of  those  Texts  i^ 
•expounded  as  Dr.  Priestley  or  Mr.  Belsham  would  ex- 
pound them.  From  my  own  actual  Examination  I 
speak  with  Confidence,  that  the  Fathers  invariably  un« 
derstand  the  litigated  Texts  as  the  Trinitarian  still  un- 
derstands them.  Now,  if  the  Apostles  had  been  uwmi^ 
tnous  Deniers  of  Christ's  Godhead,  this  remarkable  cir^^ 
cumstance,  so  far  as  I  pan  judge,  would  have  beea. 
physically  impossible.  In  that  Case,  Scripture,  in  thc^ 
Primitive  Church,  must  have  been  universally  expounded 
as  Anti-trinitarians  now  expound  it  But  the  Primitivai 
Church,  in  her  Exposition  of  litigated  Seripture,,  uni-. 
▼ersally  difer^  from  Dr.  Priestley  and  Mr.  Belsham. 
Therefore,  since  the  System  of  those  Writers,  is  not 
the  System  of  the  Primitive  Church,  it  cunnot  havo 
been  taught  by  the  Apostles,  a^  consequently  must 
be  false« 

Take  iinatiier  Mode  of  adducing'  Witnesses.  Justin 
Martyr  bears  the  following  Testimony  to  the  Worship' 
and  Doctrine  of  the  Primitive  Church. 

**  Himt  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  who  came  fovih  from^ 
him,  and  who  .  taught  us  both  respecting  these  Things;,  0nd, 
respecting  the  Army  of  the  other  good  Angela  who  JoUorn^ 
him  and  resemble  him ;  and  the  Prophetic  Spirit :  (hese^ 
three  we  Worship  and  we  Ad/tre,  honouring  them  in  W$rd 
and  in  Truths  and  wijitdgingly  deHveriag.  t9  him.  uiho 
mshet  to  kar^,  ^$  WB  OURSU¥S^JIAYJBLXJaN.TA<J6IiT/^ 
Justin.  Apol,  i.  vulg.  ii.  p.  43,    Sylburg.  1593.       Justin 
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cipal   Texts    which    are  adduced  in    Mam* 


Jiutin  flourished  only  forty  Years  after  the  Death  of 
St  John.  His  use  of  a  plural  Phraseology  shews,  that 
he  speaks  not  merely  of  his  own  Individaal  Practice, 
bnt  of  the  Practice  of  the  whole  Church.  And  this 
Intimation,  that  he  and  his  Contemporaries  were  willing 
to  teach  others  as  they  themselves  had  been  taught  by 
their  Predecessors,  demonstrates,  that  the  ecclesiastical 
Generation,  which  preceded  Justin,  believed  and  wor- 
diipped  exactly  in  the  same  Manner  as  himself.  If 
then  such  Worship  were  the  Worship  of  the  Church 
only  forty  Tears  after  the  Death  of  St  John,  and  if 
the  Church  had  learned  this  Worship  from  the  Church 
of  a  yet  earlier  Period,  chronological  necessity  will  com-^ 
pel  us  to  admit  that  this  Identical  Worship  must  have 
been  the  Worship  of  the  Catholic  Church  even  in  the 
Life-time  of  that  Apostle.  I  cite  Justin  only  a  a  Wit^ 
nets  to  Facts ;  but  then  the  Facts,  which  he  attests, 
are  of  such  a  Nature  as  to  involve  the  inevitable  Tri- 
nitarianism  of  the  Apostles.  He  bears  Witness,  that 
John  and  the  Contemporaries  of  John  taught  to  their 
Successors  the  Worship  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  and 
the  Prophetic  Spirit;  and  that  the  Worship,  thus 
handed  down>  was  the  Worship  of  the  Catholic  Church 
only  forty  Tears  after  the  Death  of  John  ^  which  Wor- 
ship the  Catholic  Church  was  ready  to  teach  to  others 
ae  she  herself  had  received. 

Evidence  of  the  same  Description  is  afforded  by  Ire- 
Btw.    Thia  eminent   P^nKm  taught  th^   Godhead  of 
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tenance    of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Triniiy  ;  but 
assert   the  same  in  other  Terms^  and  in  Lan- 


Christ  and  his  joint  Worship  with  the  Father  and  the  Spi- 
rit. As  he  taught  so  be  professed  to  have  received  from 
Polycarp,  who  similarly  professed  to  have  received  from 
St  John:  and,  that  he  himself  taught  the  identical 
Doctrines  of  Polycarp,  he  appeals  to  the  Churches  of 
proconsular  Asia,  among  vrhom  Polycarp  had  sat  as 
Bishop  of  Smyrna,  for  the  long  Space  of  half  a  Centary» 
from  his  Consecration  by  John.  Iren.  adv.  lib.  i.  c.  2. 
§  1,  2,  3;  lib.  iii.  c.  6.  §  3. 

What  the  true  Scripture  Doctrine  of  the  Divine  Mys- 
teries are,  has  been  a  Matter  of  much  Controversy. — ^The 
only   reasonable  Question  conceroing  them,    is  **  What 
is  written  7"  not  meaning  the  bare  Words  of  Scripture, 
but  the.    Sense  of  theDD,    For  the   Faith  of  the  Gospel 
is   that    Sense  of  the  Wdrds  of  Scripture,    which   was 
affixed  to  them,  or  iqtended  by  the  Sacred  Writers  and 
Fathers  of  the  Church,  who  followed  them,  whose  Testi- 
mony  has  always  been  of  Weight  with  the  Sober  and 
Judicious  :     nor  indeed  can    it   well  be   supposed  that 
they  did  err,  in  any  important  Article  of  Religion,  with^ 
ont  laying  a*  Foundation  f6r  such   Scepticism,  as  will 
extend  itself  further  backward  than  their  Ages,  for  their 
Authority  in  deciding  Controversies  about  the  Sense  of 
Holy  Scripture,  greatly  depends  upon  their  Knowledge' 
of   Facts,    Customs,   and   Doctrines  prevailing   in   theix^ 
P^ys;   upon   which  Account  they  are  justly   jMimmed 
tQ  be  m^Tp  able  Judgfis  of,  an4  better  qualified  to  in- 
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gaage  fully  equivalent.  They  evidently  con^ 
sidered  it,  not  as  requiring  Proof,  but  de^ 
serving  Illustration. 

A  remarkable  Instance  of  tbis>  offers  itself 
very  early  in  the  Case  of  Polycabp,  (Bishop 
of  Smyrna.)  (*) 


ferpret  Seriptnre  tban  we,  at  this  Distance  of  Time 
from  the  purest  Ages,  can  be. — The  Fafliers,  Synods, 
and  ConncilSy  concordant  with  Scripture,  enforcing  and 
explaining  it,  must,  in  all  Reason,  induce  Belief. 

.  (*)  The  3rear  107,  iIm  sixth  of  Marehuar,  Smyrna 
was  distiagaisheil  by  the  Martyrdom  of  her  Bishop 
Polycarp.  He  had  sueeeeded  Boeolas,  a  Tigilant  ami 
industrious  Bishop,  in  die  charge  of  Smyrna.  The  Apostles, 
and  we  may  apprehend  St.  Jobs  particularly,  ordained 
him  to  this  Qfficr.  He  had  been  familiarly  conversant 
wi4i  the  Apostles,  and  received  the  Oovemment  of  tite 
Church  from  those  who  had  been  Eye-witnesses  and 
Ministers  of  our  Lord,  and  continually  taught  that 
which  he  had  bees  taught  by  them. 

At  his  Martyrdom,  when  he  had  finished  his  Prayer; 
the  Officers  lighted  the  fire,  and  a  great  Flame  burst* 
tpg  out,  they  to  whom  it  was  given  to  see,  bsl^  a  wonder, 
who  also  were  reserved  to  rehite  to  others  that  which  hap- 
pened. For  the  Flame  forming  the  appearance  of  an  Arch,' 
as  the  Sail  of  a  Vessel  filled  with  Wind,  was  as  a  WM 
TQuni  about  the  Martyr,  and  it  was  in  the  midst,  not 
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He  joins  God  the  Father  and  the  Son  to- 
gether»  in  his  Prayers  for  Grace  and  Bene- 
diction upon   Men* 

And  when  he  was  about  to  act  the  last 
Scene  of  his  Life,  at  his  Martyrdom,  he  con- 
cluded his  last  Prayer  with  a  Doxology  to 
the  WHOLE  Trinity. 

As  he  had  been  a  Disciple  of  John  the 
Evangelist,  we  cannot  well  suppose  him 
ignorant  of  the  proper  Object  of  religious 
Worship.  Accordingly  we  find  him  in  Pos-^ 
session  of  the  Doctrine  of  a  co-equal  and 
co-ETERNAL|^ Trinity ;  a  Doctrine,  in  which 
we  may  yenture  to  affirm,  he  was  rightly 
instructed. 


As  bareing  Flesh,  but  &s  Gold  and  Silver  refined  in  a 
'Furnace. — Tbey  received  also  in  their  Nostrils  such  a  Fra- 
grance, as  Frankincense  or  some  other  {>recious  Perfume. — 
At  length  the  impious  observing  that  his  Body  could  not  be 
ooasumed  by  the  Fire,  ordered  the  Confector  (*)  to  approach, 
(♦)  An  Officer  whose  bu- .  a«d  to  plunge  his  Sword  into  his 
^8s  it  was  in  tbie  Roman  body.  Upon  this  a  quantity  of 
G«nHe8,co<&spatchiiiijBeait  Blood  gushed  out,  so  that  the 
that  wa.  unruly  or  danger.  Fire  w  as  extinguished  ;  and  al! 
'  the  Multitude  were  astonished  to 

see  the  Difierence  thus  providentially  made  between  the 
2/n-believers  and  the  Elect;  of  whom  the  admirable 
Personage  here  spoken  of  was  doubtless  One, 
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-  In  St.  Clement,  (*)  these  Passages  occur ; 
«  The  Sceptre  of  the  Majesty  of  God,  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."— And,—  "  We  ought  to 
think  of  Jesus  Christ  as  of  God." 


(*)  Clement  was  aScholar  of  PantaBiiiis,  and  succeeded 
him  in  the  Catechetical  School,  and  under  him  were 
bred  the  famous  Origen,  Alexander  Bishop  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  other  eminent  Men.  —  Besides  his  Employ- 
ment in  the  Office  of  Catechist,  he  was  made  Pres- 
byter in  the  Church  of  Alexandria.  During:  the  Per- 
secution under  Severus,  most  probably,  he  visited  the 
East,  and  had  a  peculiar  Intimacy  with  Alexander 
Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  Holy 
Man.  This  last  suffered  Imprisonment  for  the  Faith; 
and  in  that  Situation  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Church  of 
Antioch,  which  was  conveyed  by  Clemens« 

*^  These  Letters,  Brethren,  (says  he)  I  have  sent  you 
by  Clemens  the  blessed  Presbyter,  a  Man  of  approved 
Integrity,  whom  ye  both  do  know  already,  and  shall 
still  further  know:  He  hath  been  with  us  according  to. 
the  good  Will»  of  God,  and  hath  much  established  and 
augmented  the  Church  of  Christ/'  From  Jerusalem  Cle- 
mens went  to  Antioch,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his 
Charge  at  Alexandria — The  Time  of  his  Death  is  un- 
certain. 

In  his  Exhortations,  he  affirms,  thaf  God  made  him- 
self Man  to  teach  Man  to  be  like  unto  God." — agaih^ 
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Ignatius,  (Bishop  of  Antiocb,)  sufferefl  Imt 
the  Faith,  fifty  Years  before  Polycarp,  and 
bad  conversed  familiarly  with  many  of  the 
Apostles.  (^)     He  begins  one  of  his  Epistles 


^Btlkure  ia  One  GodU  wko  ii  God  tiid  Man,  aad 
receive  etemtd  Salvadon  for  a  Recompenoe*"-^^'  Seek 
God,  and  you  shall  Live  for  ever."  —  In  his  Paeda- 
gogae  he  deacril^s  the  Word  JNCAa^^ATB,  us  ik^  In- 
structor of  fifen,  **  that  he  performs  his  Faactions  by 
jdrgiving  our  Sins  as  he  is  God,  and  by  instructing  nn 
as  he  is  Man,  with  great  Sweetness  and  Love." 

(*)  lb  the  Year  107,  Igaatlus,  Buihop  ^f  Aiitioch,  ir«s 
martyred  for  the  Futh  of  Jesus.  On  the  Death  ff 
Euodius,  about  the  Year  70,  he  had  been  appointed  in 
bis  Room  by  the  Apostles  who  were  then  alive.  He 
^verped  tbe  Church  during  this  long  Period*  HVb 
have  this  short  Account  of  him. 

''  He  was  a  Ma9  i$  all  Thiagt  like  to  tha  Apastkal; 
Ma  good  Governor,  by  ih»  Helm  of  FrafcrandFlia^ 
i^g,  by  the  CiMistancy  of  hia  Ddetriie  and  ^iHtial 
JLabour,  he  opposed  .bimaalf  to  tha  Flood  «f  Iha  AA- 
versiiry:  UewM  like  a  Dirina  Lamp  iHaaualriing  Iha 
JtJLearts  of  the  Faitbful  by  hie  Expoiitioa  of  tike  Hal|r 
Scriptures;  a^d  Iq^tly,  fm  pttserv^  tha  ClMlrah,  im 
^Murupled  not  |y>  expose  himtelf  to  irftler  Death, 

J{e  was  carried  bound  by  Soldiers  to  Great  Hom^,' 
yoh.  II,  2  II 
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in  the  following  Manner,  '*  I  glorify  Jesus 
Christ,  our  God,  who  hath  given  to  you 
this  Wisdom."    Now, 

Could  such  Men  as  These,  (instructed  by 
the  Apostles  themselves,)  be  mistaken  in  the 
capital  Article  of  all  Religion ,  the  Object 
of  Divine  Worship?  It  is  impossible. 

The  same  Father,  in  another  Place,  calls 
Christ  ^*  The  Invisible  and  Impassable  ;  who, 
for  our  Sakes,  became  visible  and  passable." 
Which  Epithets  are  given  him  also  by  Irenseus ; 
who,  in  the  same  Place,  says,  ^'  He  was 
Incomprehensible  ;  but  was  made  comprehen- 
sible."'— His  Omniscience  is  also  asserted. 


there  to  be  thrown  to  the  Wild  Beasts  for  the  £oter*« 
;taiiiiiieiit-of  the  People.  This  long  Joorney  was  pro- 
bably direeted,.  that  he  should  .suffer  in  the  View 
«of  his  own  '  Hock,  In  Order  to  deter  thfm  from 
•Christianity. '  When  he  was  led  to  Execution,  he 
twasiattended.by  anumber  of  the  Brethren,  and  was  al- 
lowed sto  join:  in'  Prayer  with  them  ;  and  he  prayed 
to  the  Son  as  Gotf.  He  was  tiien  led  into  the.Am- 
phitheatre»  and  speedily  thrown  to  the  Wild  Beasts.  He 
had  his  Wish  :  the  Beasts  were  his  Grays :  a  few  Bones 
only  were  lefty  which  tbe-Deaoons  gathered,  carefolljf 
preswrred,  and  afterwards  bufied  at  Antioch.     - 
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TertulUan,  (in  the  Beginning  of  the  third 
Century,  or  sooner,  within  an  Hundred  Years; 
or  very  nearly,  of  St.  John,  (*)  observes  that 
the  Word,  GOD,  does  not,  like,  Lord» 
signify  Dominion  and  Power  only,  but  Sub- 
stance ;  that  None  but  the  Eternal,  Un- 
created Substance  can  be  justly  called  God: 
— ^That  an  inferior  God  is  a  Contradiction  in 
Terms.  ' 

Justin  Martyr,    (f)    who   flourished    about 


(*)  *'  In  tbe  latter  Part  of  the  second,  and  in  the 
former  Part  of  the  third  Century,  there  flourished  a| 
Carthage  the  famous  TertuUian,  the  first  Latin  Writer 
of  the  Church,  whose  Works  are  come  down  to  us. 
He  appears  to  have  very  clear  and  sound  Views  of 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  He  speaks  of  the 
Trinity  in  Unity,  '  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  yet 
One  God.'  He  speaks  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  as  bot^ 
God  and  Man,  Son  of  Man,  and  Son  of  God,  <  and 
called  Jesus  Christ.  .He  speaks  also  of  the  Holy  3pi* 
rit,  the  Comforter,  the  Sanctifier  of  the  Faith  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  Ho 
observes  that  this  Rule  of  Faith  had  obtained.  JrojO^  tha 
Beginning  of  the  Gospel,  antecedent  to  any  former  He- 
retics, who  were  but  of  yesterday." 
*  (t)  This  great  Man  was  bora  at  ITeapolis,  in  Samaria; 
anttently  ealled  Sycheai.  I»  his  Yooth  he  travelled  ~(br 
Ae  loipivvMBMit  of  his  UndersladdiBf ,  -  It-  rs"  siiid;  ttoit 
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tbe  Middle  of  the  second  Ceiitury,  declares 
to    tbe    Pagaii6»    that    the     Object    of   th* 


wbeft  RusticHt,  (an  infleziUe  Enemy  to  Ihe  Gospel,)   ao- 
dertaking  to  persuade  Justin  to  obey  the  Gods,  and  com- 
ply with  the  Emperor's  Edicts,  he  defended  the  Reason- 
ablenets  of  bis  Religion.— Upon  which  tbe  Governor  en- 
quired in  what  Kind  of  Learning  an^DiscipIine  he  had 
been  educated.     He  told  him,  that  he  h^  endearoured  to 
understand  all  Kinds  of  Discipline,  and  tried  all  Methods 
of  Learning,  but  finding  Satisfaction  in  none  of  them,  he 
at  last  had  found  Rest  in  the  Christian  Doctrine,  however 
fashionable  it  might  be  to  despise  it.    "  Wretch  i  (replies 
Ae  indignant  Magistrate,)  art  thou  captivated  then  by  that 
Religion?''    "I  am,  (says  Justin,)  I  follow  the  Chris- 
lians,  and  their  Doctrine  is  right."    "  What  is  Uieir  Doc 
trine?"    "  It  is  this— We   believe  in  One  only  God,  to 
be  the  Creator  of  all  Things,  visible  and  invisible,  and 
oonfess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  fore- 
told by  the  Prophets  of  uld,  and  who  shall  hereafter  ap- 
pear tbe  Judge  of  Mankind:  a  Saviour,  a  Teacher,  and 
Master  to  all  those  who  are  duly  instructed  by  him.^'     As 
Ibr  myself,   I  am  too  mean    to  be  able    to    say    any 
Thing  becoming  his  infinite  Deity ;  this  was  the  Business 
•f  the  Prophets,  who  many  Years  ago  bad  foretold  the 
Condligof  the  Son  of  God  into  the  World." 

Besides  the  Office  of  Deacon^  he  was  made  Preabytei* 
in  the  Church  of  Alexandria*  During  the  Peiniecution 
imder  Stverui^  moat  prohAbly  h»  visited  tbe  £ast^  and 
h»A  atpjecttliav  Intiasai^y.  witfl  Alexanden  BMwp  ^'  ^ 
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Ghrisiian    Worsliip,    was     the   Whole   Tri- 
nity :     •*  We  .  worship  and   adore,   (says  he,) 


rusalem.  He  is  the  first  Chris tian,  since  the  Apostle^s 
Days,  who  added  to  an  unquestionable  Zeal  and  Love 
for  the  Gospel,  the  Character  of  a  Man  of  Learning  and 
Philosophy.  His  Religion  was  the  Effect  of  serious 
and  long  Deliberation. — He  examined  the  yarious  Phi. 
losophic  Sects,,  not  merely  for  the  Purpose  of  Amuse* 
ment  or  Ostentation,  ^but  to  find  out  God,  and  in  God 
true  Happiness  : — He  tried  and  found  tfaein  all  wanting : — 
He  sought  him  in  the  <&ospel,  and  found  him  there. — He 
confessed  him,  and  gave  up  every  Thing  for  him : — He 
was  satisfied  with  his  Choice,  and  died  in  Serenity. — The 
Charity  of  his  Heart  appears  indeed  to  be  great:  he 
prayed  for  all  Men ;  he  declined  no  Danger  for  the  Goo  j 
of  Souls ;  and  his  House  was  open  for  the  Instruction  of 
those  who  consulted  hinl.  It  is  certain  that  Justin  wor- 
shipped Christ  as  the  true  God,  in  the  full  and  proper 
Sense  of  the  Words. 

Th4  TeBUffloBy  o#^  BiKn  m>  thoughtful,  judicious,  and- 
honest,  must  be  decisive,  or  nearly  so;  and  therefore 
must,  in  a  great  measure,  -determine  the  Question,  much 
Agitated  in  our  Times,  relative  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
Antlents,  concerning  the  Person  of  Christ.  He  was 
beheaded  with  others.  Their  dead  Bodies  were  taken! 
by  Christian  Friends,  and  decently  interred. 

Thus  slept  in  JeMi  die  Cliri^lias  Pfasiosopker  Justin, 
steulthe  Year  103,.  aad  aix)mt  tbe  drd  ov4th  Year  vt 
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the  €rod  of  Righteousness,  and-)iis  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  Prophecy."  —  And  yet, 
a  little  after,  he  tells  the  Emperor,  "  We 
bold  it  unlawful  to  worship  any,  but  God 
^lone."  (♦) 

So  Origen,  who  lived  in  the  former  Part 
of  the  third  Century  ;  (f)    *'  We  worship  and 


(*)  If  tliose  who  call  themselves  Unitarians,  were  as 
candid  and  impartial  as  they  profess,  the  Controversy 
concerning  the  Trinity  would  be  soon  ,at  an  End. — That 
the  primitive  Christians  worshipped  one  God  alone,  all 
who  espouse  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  will  allow.  Let 
the  Unitarian  with  equal  Frankness  acknowledge  that 
they  worshipped  the  One  God  in  the  Three  Persons, 
here  mentioned,  and  then  we  have  the  Trinity  in  Unity. 
Further, 

Justin  uses  two  Terms  usually  expressive  of  that  Wor- 
ship and  Adoration,  which  incommunicably  belong  to  the 
Deity,  (2e/3ofie6a  ^ai  TlpovKvvriiuv .) 

But,  till  there  is  a  Disposition  in  Men,  without  Dis« 
putation,  to  humble  themselves  before  Divine  Revela- 
tion, neither  Frankness  in  Concession,  nor  Unity  in  Sen^ 
timent  is  to  be  expected. 

(t)  Origen  was  brought  up  under  Christian  Parents  :— 
He  lived  many  Years  in  Peace  and  Prosperity  ;  sought 
after  by  Philosophers,  esteemed  by  Courts,  and  honoured^ 
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adore  no  Creature,  but  the  Father,  and  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;"  affirming;  our 
Saviour  to  be  "  God  from  the  Beginuing." — 
''The  Immutable  and   Immortal  God." 

He  is  called  by  Hermas  and  Theophilus 
of'Antioch,  "The  Counsellor  of  God."— 
Too  high  a  Title  surely  for  any   Creature. 

The  next  Testimony  I '  shall  produce,  is 
from  Melito,  (*)  (Bishop  of  Sardis,)  of  whom 


by  the  great — His  last  Scenes  are  the  best  and  most  de- 
cisively Christian.  .  He  suffered  Persecution  with  tfa/e 
Patience  and  Honesty  of  a  Martyr,  and  thereby  proved 
whose  Disciple  he  was. 

(*)  Melito,  Bishop  of  Sardis,  from  the  very  little  of  his 
Remains  that  are  extant,  may  be  conceived  to  be  One 
whom  God  might  make  nse  of  for  the  Revival  of  God- 
liness in  that  drooping  Church.  The  very  Titles  of  some 
of  his  Works  excite  our  Regret  for  the  Loss  of  them. 
One  of  them  is  on  the  Submission  of  th^  Senses  to  Faith  • 
another  on  the  Soul,  the  Body,  and  the  Spirit;  another  on 
God  incarnate.  A  Fragment  of  his,  preserved  by  the 
Author  of  the  Chronicle,  called  the  Alexandrian,  says, 
that  '*  the  Christians  do  not  adore  in-sensible  Stones,  but 
that  they  worship  One  God  alone,  who  is  before  all  Things, 
and  in  all  Things,  and  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  God  before 
all  Ages/' 

His  sincere  Desire  of  serving  God  appeared  irom  early 
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tbene  are  left  only  some  few  Fragpnents ; 
Fart  of  one  of  which  1  shall  here  tranftcribe : 
'^  The  Works  of  Christ,  after  his  Baptism, 
and  especially  his  Miracles,  declared  and 
fully  proved  to  the  World  his  Divinity,  con- 
cealed in  the  Flesh.  For,  Himself  being  at 
the  same  Time,  God,  and  a  perfect  Mao, 
He  fully  proved  to  us  the  Existence  of  his 
tviro  Natures:  His  Divinity,  by  those  Mi* 
racles  vrhich  he  wrought  in  the  three  Years 
after  his  Baptism ;  and  his  Humanity  in 
those  thirty  Years,  which  were  before  it; 
wherein,  as  to  the  Flesh,  he  concealed  the 
Signs  of  his  Divinity,  although  he  was  truly 
God  before  the  World  began." 

His  two  Natures,  his  Divinity,  and  his 
Humanity,  cannot,  (we  think,)  be  more  fully 
or  clearly  asserted. 

jVccordin^ly,   Irenaeus  expressly  says,  that 


Life ;  nor  does  it  ever  seem  to  hare  forsaken  him ;  so  0iat 
be  may  be  considered  as  having  been  a  Child  of  God 
from  early  Years :  and,  through  Life>  was  an  eminept 
Defender  of  the  Christian  Faith, 
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^  H«  is  truly  Mani  aad  be  is  truly  God.  (*) 
In  a  Word, 


•(*)  Of  IrenaBos  it  were  to  be  wished  we  had  a  more 
copious  Account :  The  Place  of  his  Birth  is  quite  un- 
certain.  His  Name,  however,  points  him  out  to  be  a 
Grecian. — His  Instructors  in  Christianitj  were  Papias, 
bishop  of  Hierapolisy  and  the  renowned  Polycarp. 

The  Labours  of  Irenasus  were  doubtless  of  the  most 
solid  Utility;  nor  is  it  a  small  Instance  of  the  Hu- 
manity and  Charity  of  this  great  Man -— accurately 
Versed  as  he  was  in  the  Grecian  Literature,  that  he 
took  Pains  to  learn  the  barbarous  Dialect  of  Gaul, 
conformed  himself  to  the  Rustic  Manners  of  an  illi- 
terate People,  and  renounced  the  Politeness  and  ele- 
gant Traits  of  his  own  Countnr,  for  the  good  of  Souk. 
— His  Book  of  Heresies  is  nearly  the  whole  that  has 
escaped  the  Injuries  of  Time.  His  Assiduity  and  Pene- 
tration are  equally  remarkable  in  analyzing  and  dis- 
secting all  the  fanciful  Schemes,  with  which^  Heretics 
had  disgraced  the  Christian  Name. 

He  doi^btless  agree?  with  all  the  Primitive  Christians 
in  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  makes  use  of  the 
45th  Psalm,  particularly  to  prove  the  Deity  of  Jesus 
Christ. — He  is  no  les^  clear  and  sound  in  his  Views 
of  the  Incarnation  (c.  g.  b.  v.  J4.)  and,  in  general, 
maintained  all  the  Essentials  of  the   Gospel.  Tj^ 

VOL.   11.  ^^ 
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The  DiTinUy   of  Christ   is  asserted  in  as 
high  Terms  as  can  well   be  imagined. 

Cyprian,  Bishop  4>f  Carthage,  {*)  anemi- 


Tho .  Use  of  the  Mystic  Union  belreen  the  Grod- 
head  and  Manhood  •  of  Christ  in  the  Work  of  .Be- 
demptton,  and  in  j^eneral  the  Fall  and  die  Recoverg^, 
are  scarce  held  ont  more  instmctiyely  by  any  Writer 
of  Antiqnity. — 8peakin|;  in  this  Case,  He  says^ 

**  He  nnited  Man  to  God :  For  if  Man  had  not 
overcome  the  Adversary  of  Man,  the  Enemy  comld  not 
have  been  legally  conqnered/' — And  again,  ''  If  God 
hafl  not  granted  Salvation,  we  should  not  have  beei^ 
pat  into  finn  Possession  of  it;— a^  if  Man,  had  nqt 
been  united  to  God,  he  could  not  have  been  il  Par- 
taker of  Immortality.  It  behoved,  then,  the  Mediator 
between  God  and  Man,  by  his  Affinity  with  Both,  to 
bring  both  into  Agreement  with  each  other,"— Again, 
<<The  Word  of  God,  Jesna  Christ,  on  Account  of 
his  immense  Love,  became  what  we  are»  that  Sp 
might  make  us  what  He  is." — Book  6.  Preface. 

CO  €yprian  (a  Star  of  the  first  Magnitude,)  was  a 
Professor  of  Ora^ry  in  the  City  of  Carthage,  and  a 
Man  of  Wealth,  Quality,  and  Dignity.— He  saw  with 
Pity  the  Poor  of  the  Plock,  and  he  knew  no  Method 
so  proper  of  Employing  the  I/fi-righteoaa  Mammon  aa 
to  relieve  their  Distress.  He  sold  whole  Estates  for 
their  Benefit,  There 
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he)  uiiceafting  Thanks  to  God  the  Father 
Almighty,  and  U}  \k\s  Christy  Our  Lord,  God, 
and  Saviour. 

See  AthenagoraSy  an  ancient  Christian 
Writer's  Assertion  in  this  Case,  Vol.  i.  page 
402,  &c. 

Besides  these  Testimonies,  There  is  one 
Consideration  which  suflSciently  shews  the 
Sense  of  the  Fathers  upon  this  Hedd,  since 
they  all  agree  that  it  was  our  Saviour  that 
appeared   to  the    Patriarchs  and  Moses;   (*) 


Toils  and  Exercises  among  Friends  and  op^n  Foes,  and 
nominal  Christians,  rested  at  length  in  Jesus  the  Mag- 
nanimous and  charitable  Spirit  of  Cyprian  of  Carthage. 
•*— An  extraordinary  Character  surely! 

Let  Writers,  whose  Views  are  secular,  celebrate 
their  Heroes,  their  Statesmen,  and  their  Philosophers; 
and  while  a  Christian  Taste  is  derided,  let  us  at  least 
enjoy  the  rare  Felicity  of  these  Times  of  civil  Liberty, 
in  employing  the  Press  to  do  some  Justice,  however 
deficient  our  Powers  may  be,  to  Men  whom  the  ^  modem 
Taste  seems  willing  to  assign  to  contemfitnous  Oblivion: 
'—And  let  their  Memories  be  blessed  for  ever/ 

(*)  They  .might  well  conclude  so;  for,  since  the  FaU, 
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and  is»  in  the  Old  Testament,  called  Je* 
HOVAH,  and  **  Lord  of  Host :"  The  known 
Titles  of  the  Supreme  God;  and  therefore, 
they  must  believe  that  to  Him  these  Titles 
are  truly  applicable. 

I  have  here  only  produced  some  of  those 
Passages,  which  do  most  fully  prove  our 
Saviour's  Divinity,   without  taking  Notice  of 


Mao  bas  nothing  to  do  with  God,  but   for  bis  own  De- 
struction, without  a  Mediator, 

That  great  and  good  Man,  the  late  President  Edwards 
was  of  the  same  Sentiment,  and  expresses  it  very  justly. 
— *^  When  we  read  (says  he)  of  God's  appearing  after 
the  Fall,  from  Time  to  Time,  in  some  visible  Form,  or 
outward  Symbol  of  his  Presence ;  we  are  ordinarily,  if  not 
universally,  to  understand  it  of  the  Second  Person  of  the 
Trinity;  which  may  be  argued  from  John  i.  18.— "No 
Man  hath  seen  God  at  any  Time;  the  Oniy-begotten 
Son,  who  is  in  the  Bosom  of  the  Father,  He  hath  de- 
clared him ." — He  is  therefore  called,  "  the  Image  of  the 
in- visible  God,"  (Col.  i.  15.)  intimating,  that  though 
God  the  Father  be  iVvisible,  yet  Christ  is  his  Image 
or  Representation,  by  which  he  is  seen,  or  by  which 
the  Church  of  God  oftentimes  had  a  Representation  of 
JEfim,  that  is  not  tn-visible,  and  in  particular,  that  Christ 
has  appeared  in  a  human  Form." — History  of  Redemp- 
tion, p.  19. 
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ibe  Multitttde  of  Places,  inhere  he  is  called 
GOD  :  and  which,  to  a  Person  that  con^ 
aiders  it  without  Prcjadice,  must  be  un- 
answerable :  especially  when  thiey  caU  hitti 
so,  absolutely,  without  any  LimitatioiiL  or  Re* 
striction,  in  many  Places  where  they  cannot 
be  supposed  to  speak  figuratively  ;  but  must 
be  thought  to  speak  the  most  accurately 
and  properly  they  could,  as  arguing  against 
Infidels  and  Heretics,  and  a»  delivering  the 
Rule  of  Faiths  and  Summary  of  the  Chris- 
tian Doctrine^ 

To  suppose  them,  upon  these  Occasions, 
to  call  a  Person  GOD,  that  they  believed 
not  to  be  properly  so,  looks  more  like  the 
Artifice  of  a  Deceiver,  than  the  Simplicity 
of  a  primitive  Christian. 

The  earliest  Christians  professed  to  wor- 
ship God  alone ;  but  they  constantly  and 
uniformly  professed  to  worship  Christ,  as 
they  deemed  him  to  be  very  and  true  God.  (t) 


(*)  Plinys  Caaoiis  Letter  lo Trajan,  at  the  Beginniiig 
of  the  second  Cestury,  tesiifiea  that  Cbrisliane^  n 
sCfiied  Bays,  met  befoM  Day4tght,  and  repeM^d'  a 
Hymn  to  Christ  as  God.   See  Milner's  Church  Histe^, 
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The   same  u»   to    be  said    with    Re|;ard  to 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  Holy  Spirit. . 

How  the  Son  was  begotten  of  the  Father  ; 
or  how  the  Spirit  proceeds  from  Both«  is 
above  and  beyond  us.  —The  Mode  we  have 
Hothing  to  do  with,  it  cannot  be  the  Object 
of  our  Reasonings. — We  are  not  now  entan- 
gled in  the  thorny  Paths  of  the  Subject  f 
^  plain  Matter  of  Fact  is  before  m,  and  the 
Prenmes  are  thereby  fixed,  "firm  as  the 
eveciasting  Hills." 

Many    Instances   occur  in   the  History  of 
Eusebius,  where  the  dying  Martyrs  addressed 


Vol.  I.  p.  168;  and  Millar's  History  of  Christianityj 
Vol.  1.  p.  332.  They  carefully  separated  themselves 
ifoiB  cLerencs  •  uiey  DGneiQ  uieur  v  mwb  wicn  JJioriH^r  i 
they  stuck  close  to  Christ — His  Godhead,  Manhood, 
Atonement,  and  Priesthood,  were  iit-estimably  precious 
in  their  Eyes. — They  could  not  allow  those  to  be  Chris- 
tians at  all,  who  denied  these  Fundamentals. — ^They 
preserved  Order  and  dose  Connection  with  their  Pas- 
tors ;  and  did  nothing  in  Religion  vrithout  them. — ^Theae 
were  the  Means  of  protecting  Tjruth  among  them :  and 
the  long  Course  of  evangelical  P4H>sperity,  under  God, 
may  be  ascribed  to  the  Use  of  these  Means. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


288         The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved        ' 

their  Prayers  to  Christ,  under  the  higbes|;. 
Titles  and  Attributes  of  the  Divinity  ;  as 
**  The  LIVING  and  true  God," — "  The  great 
King  over  all  the  Earth/' — "  Omniscent  and 
Almighty/'—**  The  Son  of  God,  and  Him- 
self VERY  and  TRUE  God;"— and**  as  such, 
(saith  he)  the  highest  Powers  on  Earth 
confessed  and  adored  him.    (*) 

Such  was  the  Practice  of  the  Christian 
C!hurch  respectiqg  th<B  Worship  of  its  Saviour 
from  the  very  Beginning,,  and  during  tha 
three  first  Ages  of  Christianity,  long  before 
Arianism  appeared  in  the  World. 

What  shall  we  say,  then,  to  these  Things ; 
Indeed,  what  can  we  say,  but  that  He,  who 
was  **  in  the  Beginning  with  God," — He, 
yhom,  (when  first  introduced  intp  the  World,) 


(*)  See  the  preceding  Assertions  of  the  first  Christian 
Fathers  on  the  Eternal  Pre-existenc|e  of  Christ. — Vol. 
II.  page  43. 

See  also  T.  Rankin,  on   the  Opinion  of  the  Catholic 
Church  for  the  three  first  Centuries,  on  the  Divinity  of 
Christ. — See,  also  Bishop  Horsley,  on  the  Testimony  of 
the    first    Christian    Fathers    in  this  Case.  —  And  alsq 
Milner's    History  of  the  Church  of  Clirist. 
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the  Angels  were  cotnniaiKled  to  worship : — 
He,  to  whom  the  Prophets,  the  first  Christian 
Fathers,  and  all  the  Scriptures  bear  Witness  ; 
••—He,  to  the  Invocation  of  whose  Name,  Sal- 
vation is  promised : — He,  vrhose  Name  the 
Disciples,  before  they  were  called  Christians, 
Invoked : — He,  in  whose  Name  the  Apostles 
were  accustomed  to  give  their  Benedictions, 
and  concerning  whom  St.  ./bAn  saith,  that 
**  whatever  we  ask  of  him,  according  to  his 
Will,  He  hejstreth  us ;  apd  that  we  have  the 
Petitions  we  desire  of  him  ;*' — Hp,  who  was 
worshipped  by  Men,  whilst  on  £artb»  without 
rebuking  th.em  for  it ;  and;  to  whom,  in 
Heaven,  the  whole  Creation  of  God  give 
Glory  aad  Honour ;  -r-He,  whom  the  Church 
universal  professed  from  the  3eginning  to 
adore ;  and  imp  whose  I|ands  the  dying 
Martyrs  commended  thejr  departing  Spirits :, 
— He,  to  whose  Service  and  Worship,  with 
that  of  the  Fatheri  apd  the  Holy  Ghost, 
every  Christian  js  d^dicatpd  in  Baptism; 
that  This  Person  i$  truly,  (what  St.  Paul 
styles  him)  Gpd,  over  8^11,  Blessed  for  eVer/* 

I  shall  only,  add  further,  in  ConfiritoHtion  of 
the  Sentiments  of  «the  first  Christian  Fathers^ 

vol..  lit  2o 
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their  tonatsokt  Fr^ctlce^  even  mito  Deittb,    In 
Defence  of  this  Truth* 

Whence  sprang  their  Veneration?  Pid 
it.  not  arise  froipa  the  Relation  of  thes^  holy 
Men  to  Jesus  Christy  the  great  Object,  of 
Christian  Gratitude,  and  from  the  invincible 
Love  which  they  showed  to  hiai«  by  en* 
during  Tortures,  and  sacrificing  their  Lives 
in  his  Cause, 

The  Martyrs  themselves,  and  those  who 
venerated  their  Memory,  viewed  him  in  a 
higher  Character  than  that  of  a  mere  fellow- 
Martyr,  who  had  evinced  his  Sincerity,  by 
submitting  to  Death  rather  than  retract 
his  Testimony. — His  Stood  was  the  Blood 
of  Atonement ; — of  the  great  expiatory  Sa- 
crifice ;— of  the  *^  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
&way  the  Sins  of  the  World."  And  it  was 
l^aith  in  his  Blood,  as  an  accepted  Propitia^ 
tion,  that  sustained  the  Martyrs,  while  they 
nobly  sufiered  their  Bl9od  to  be  shed ;  — 
parting  cheerfully  with  Life,  even  when  the 
Death  which  deprived  them  of  it  was  in- 
flicted by  excruciating  Agonies,  because  the 
Ilaters  of  their  Master  would  [not  su&r 
them  to  retain  it,  except  on  the  Condition,  of 
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IWDOtthdttg  1u8  Odoss^'  -and  lorewdarin^  Miett 
'Feaiey  io  hisIilftmQ.         ' 

.  Whw  ?i?e  take  oqr  S?at?  at  hi/?  Tab^e,  do  if^ 
f/gffiemb(fr\hm  mrdf  a?  tb?  gfceat  Prato-M^rr 
t^  in  tb.e.  p.i»8e  «f  Cbf istian  Tr^th.l-^Ia  .!>? 
lj!»t  bjrpi^gj));  hefprp  *pr.  C«i^t^n)pMion  jf^  » 
ip,9J;e  ^u,^iiiie,  ?ipd  pepfili^.,  Gharjact^r  tr-.a? 
^I^^ng.  p»  th«  9*5®**  for  th©  S^qf  q(  A.^m]^Y 
W^idf  jj|e8.TarJlyf  ap4  I*  .'f*?  tbjf  V^ie,im:^ 
j^i^.  C^ross.that  .stiiirnate,d  tl>e,  jVffrtyr?  :^em-r 
^lyes,i|i  .t^e.JjC'riai  of  (^e|r,l'>^tt--^It,eiV»f 
ij^e' |(enR^Qib/-;^nce  pf  Ai>- >*  iCJiip  qf  Xrej^jfx 
ilng",tj^*t  |tQok  the  ,Bj!tt?jrji^  jwjt.  pf  fhe^^{ 
— It  was  bis  sprinkled  Blood  tbat  allayed 
^t^fj;F.ury .  lOf  ^-  d^F^HinJig.FI«tbcfiL--tiU!  I^as 
*,';  Vif^kc^  m^  >  G#4  |h«>i\slk  •  Je9tts  ^GiuifHk  .o(i> 
l^ld,/.^  It  ;^88  . Apc4|)jtaiMte  ( iHitvagh.  *b* 
J^ff^-  fif\  ^jf ..  0^}e»<5e.;H^..Sa«criip«vi  itfiqt 
^;ir^(i4  ,Mr.  ^o»h  M:^  itfai»'.Tn(aiat>b  itf 

Nptiiinff,  but  belief  jo  -VHIftis.  PJl^Jnity  — 
hip  OmnJiMres^t  I,|i^ii^e^.afl4  ip^pof^ 
Ppvfjr  T^  conid  hi^yfi  Jfi^^u^    l^jsi^iff^B^ 

Worship^  aBd,,to.e^ji^e,]ti^p;JP,tivafi(^^  J[^Jir 
feitifls.  .ai|4  Si;i^j;in^  if|^l<Jlie|f  ^ffB- 
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5reiit  for  his  aake.  Tbe  Diviajty  of  Cbiwi 
\ra8  not  with  them  a  ''  speciUativfe  Notira^^ 
a  ''disputable  Dogma,"  as  the  Unitarians  re- 
present it,  but  a  great  practical  Principle, 
which  inflttenced  their  whole  Codduct,  and 
infused  into  their  Minds  a  Fortitude  and  Coti^ 
stancy,  which  made  them  rejoice  that'  they 
were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  Shame  and 
Death  for  his  Name.  **  To  die,  krid  to  be 
With  Christ,  they  eotinted  better  than  Life." 
— "  What  Things  were  ^ain/'  fn  a  wordly 
Sense,  '*they'  counted  loss  'for  Chfi&t,  yea, 
they  counted  all  Things  loss,  for  the  Exc6l- 
lency  of  the  Knowledge  of*  Christ  Jesus." 

Their  Beliefln  Christ's  Divinity —their 
Confidence  in  Him^  as  God,  ever  present  to 
sustain  them  in  all  Difficulties —"  was  the 
governing  Principle  of  their  'Minds  thro urgh 
this  Life;  and  their  Trust  in  bis*^  Atone  lit  ent 
was  the  Ground  of  their  Hope  of  Happiness 
in  the  next.  They  knew,  that  "  the  Blood 
of  Bulls  and  of  GroWts  could "  not  put  away 
Sin ;"  and  the  Psalmist  had  long  before  de- 
clared, that  Man  was  utterly  unable  to  re- 
deem Ijis  Brother.  *  But  in  *Christ,  who  "'was 
with  God,  and  was'*  God,*'—"  who  Vas  over 
all,  God,   blessed    for   ever,"-^"  their  great 
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God  and  Saviour/'—  '*  God  manifest  in  the 
Flesh,  and  came  in  the  Flesh,"  that  he  might 
by  his  Death,  be  '^  a  Propitiation  for  the 
Sins  of  Mankind :"  in  him  they  trusted,  as  a 
Saviour,  **  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all 
who  should  come  to  God  by  him." 

In  contemplating  the  cruel  Deaths  of  the 
Martyrs,  we  admire  the  Firmness  of  Faith, 
the  Fervour  of  Love,  and  the  Sublimity  of 
Self-Devotion :  —  we  view,  with  wondering 
Interest,  the  Energy  of  holy  Principle  ;  but 
at  the  View  of  the  Cross  of  Christ,  we 
*^  smite  upon  our  Breast,  and  say,  God  be 
propitious  to  me  a  Sinner :" — we  are  debased 
to  Dust,  and  elevated  to  Hope  —  we  trusty 
and  we  adore. 
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PART  XIX. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

i»»«     f*     1 ■      i«t     ■■<      ■■■■■■■■■■^     *iii>ji 

*  I  I     ,  .  II  I.I 

Objections  answered. 


Having,  in  v^ribus  Particulars,  and  from 
the  most  authentic  Proofs,  established  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Deity  of  Christ: — It  wiU  be 
nec^sary  to  free  it  from  the  Semblances  of 
Difficulty  which  are  supposed  to  attend  it  : 
— It  being,  in  Truth,  the  very  Comer-Stone 

^  the   Fabric  of  Christianity.  {^)    Agakist 

I  > 

\**t         ■.■■■■■■!       I ■      i»..«i.iyf     i,|         i>»t|innn      mlif9       "IMM'i'HT       W.'nf 

O  Th^  Diyiiiity  of  Chrift  is  {be  cnmd  Pilbr  of  tb^ 
Church  of  Englandt  «fl  it  is  of  e^eirj  true  md  soiui4 
Church  upon  the  Sarth, — And,  notwiUiBtandiog  some  few^ 
decayed  Perts,  and  some  ee^spund  Mewbers.;  yel«  •» 
loDg  as  this  Doctriae  m  meiptmed  md  pMner^ed,  4ii 
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this,  therefore,  every  Framar  of  a  new  Hy- 
pothesis, directs  his  entire  Force: — All  the 
collective  Powers  of  Heterodox  Ingenuity  are 
summoned  to  combat  this  momentous  Doc- 
trine; which,  once  shaken,  (if  it  could  be 
shaken)  the  whole  Structuretfalls  into  Ruins. 

Many  are  the  Texts  adduced  to  maintain 
their  Assertions ;  —  Pu/;  when  .  Scripture  is 
brought  to  declare  its  true  Sense  of  them,  they 
will  either  appear  to  be  nothing  to  the  Pur- 
pose, or  confirm  and  preach  the  Faith,  they 
have  been  produced  to  destroy. 

Their  Objections,  in  this  Case,  may  be  re- 
duced to  two  Classes  ;  Thaty  of  those,  who 
insist  upon  his  Humanity;  — r  Aqc)  that^  pf  those, 
who  insist  upon  the  Diving  Unity.  —  Thus 
the  Opponents  of  this  g^-eat  Doctrine  lay  their 
whole  Stress  upon  conceded  Truths. 


P^ch  will  b«  sapported  •nd.reiwiB,  though  a  Hoal 
of  EDemiesmay  assail  it  fromwithiD  and  without — But, 
if  this  Doctrine  were  removed,  it  wovld  soon  cromble 
into  Ruins. — Erery  other  Doctrine  of  any  vital  Impor- 
tance will  be  abandoned  with  it,  and  all  its  Life  and 
Power,  Beauty  and^  Glory  would  be  lott^  together.-^ 
This  Holy  Doctrkie  is  the  Kst-Stonb  of  the  spi- 
ritual Arch,  and  the  grand  supporting  Pillar  of  the 
Temple  of  t|he  Jiving  God  upon  Eartlf, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Obftclions  amwerei.  ^90f 

'<  We  assert  (saith  an  aMe  Writer)  that,  in 
the  Unity  of  God,  there  is  a  Distinction  0f 
Persons. ;— . We .  are  -met  -with  Proofs  .  of  -.the 
Unity  of  God. — We  assert  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  God,  as  well  as  ilfaw;— We  are  encoun* 
tered  with  multiplied  Kyidenices.of  his  Hu^ 
manily.'' — The  true  Points  of  DifFerenoe :  are 
thus  completely  evaded. — It  ought  to  be  the 
Business  of  our  Opponents,  therefore,  instead 
of  proving  Christ's  Hunmnity^  to  disprove 
his  Divinity : —Instead  of  proving  the  Unity 
of, God,  to  disprove  the  Divine  Trinify^  .which 
we'S^ssert.  «    ,. 

Accordingly,  Having  proved  the  Doctrine 
of  Christ'«^  Divinity,  it  will  cHow  be  less 
Difficult  to  answer  the  Objections  alledged 
against  It :  (♦)— Qr  indeed,   if  we   could  no^ 


(*)  .To  0«ifer.£iT0r  to  paw  in .  Stteoee,  and  fall  of  itself, 
is  giriog  it  an  undue  Advantage.  It  is  putting  it  in  tiM 
Poivrer  of  its.AdTOoatesvto  say,  Aat  we  tdread  Intimii* 
gatibn,  and)  find  i^^soatf  WisdonivtoJbe  .silent:'-*  It ^is 
leiCving  the  Weak,  the  Wafering, .  and  the  lU-infoaasdi 
to  be  th^  Dup^s  .of  Misrepresentation^  or  a  Prey  to  4ht 
Wiles  of  Sophistry,  and  the  imposing  Influence  of  high 
Pretensions ,  to  Learning  .and.Gtndoiiff  :«rlt  is  luUing  tte 

•    VOli.  II,       ^  2p  ^ 
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imswer  them,  (sa  the  Matter  is  86  high,  and 
aboYQ  our   CoonpieheMion,)  they   will  hate 


Multitude  of  nonuoal  Prof(Uuion  of  the  Truth,  into  a  Satis- 
faction with  a  yague  and  unexamined  Assent,  to  a  System 
respecting  which  Aey  hardly  know  ''what  they  say,  or 
wJiereefthey  aftm.'^ — And  to  the  fiir  greater  Multitude 
whp  4p  npt,  thipk  09  th^se  Blatters  at  alli  it  is  fufenisbiBg 
a  plajvsible  KsEcuae  C?r  Qontinued  Carelessness,  They  wiH 
not  take  the  Trouble  to  examine,  what  it;^  professed  Act^ 
herents  arc^  not  at  the  Pains  to  defend  :  and  they  yuraue 
their  Wonted  Course  of  thoughtless  Impiety,  with  one  ya- 
4iaiBt'lteflef(^tloD,  suggested  l^  what  ih^y  see  and-  hear, 
that  after  all,  these  Heretics,  as  they  are  odted,  nuiet 
purely  haye  a  good  deal  to  say  for  themselves. 

Jt  is  the  9aty>  ibeDefore,  of  e^yery  One  to  ressme  th^ 
jpeffasiye  ^mf>MX  of  our  departed  CbanqHoas,  and  to 
f'  contend  earnestly,  with  Meel^ness  and  Fear^  for  the 
Truth  once  delivered  to' the  Saints." 

There  is  no  Boom  for  Trace  or  Accommodation. — The 
Gapiain  of  our  Salyajteii  has  deolafed>  that  ««  He  that  is 
mt  sdth  hkH,  is  againat  hka/'-^-The  Fovee  of  this 
Declaiatioa  is  al  thiiit  Pay  peeuliaily  manifest.  ^  It  is 
noH  become  neceasary,  thai  a  hvoad  and  dkrtinct  line 
shsttldbe  drawn,  between  diose  wbo  ttuly  acknowledge 
Ibe  Ai^fliotity  of  Serelattfm;  and  tbose^  who,  whilst 
<hey  wear  die  Srnnbkua^'  of  Chrisliana,  leyid  file  more 
•ib«liial  Support  to  the  fin6mi»s  of  Chnstiaaity. 

Jigainst  Arts  and  Eneapifi,  each  as  th^»  the  poet 
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the  less  Weight  with  us,  as  i;i^  see  it  already 
well  founded : —especially,  as  they  only  say, 


itrenuons  Exertions  of  all  who  yalae  the  Religion  of 
Christ,  are,  at  this  Moment,  imperiously  demanded.-^ 
And  the  Exhibition  of  Truth  will  be  the  best  ReAi- 
tation  of  Error. 

Dr.  Magee,  in  his  Dissertation  on  the  Scriptural 
Doctrine  of  Atonement  and  Sacrifice,  (Vol.  II.  p.  445, 
speaking  of  Wakefield,  Evanson,  Lindsey,  and  Frie$tley\ 
has  the  following  Note : 

**  It  is  Matter  of  melancholy  Reflection,  that,  of 
the  above-named  Writers,  all  actively  engaged  in  the 
Propagation  of  their  respective  Opinions,  Ivi^hen  the 
JBrst  Edition  of  this  Work  was  published,  not  one  is 
at  this  Day  living;  so  rapidly  do  we  all  pass  ofl^ 
in  this  fleeting  Scene  of  Things !  —  Respecting  those, 
who  no  longer  live,  to  answer  for  themselves,  t 
confess  I  feel  somewhat  of  the -Force  of  the  Maxim, 
*  De  tnortuu  nil  nut  BonumJ  And  yet,  when  it  is 
considered  that  though  the  Man  dies,  the  Author  lives : 
that  the  Interest  of  the  Living  should  not  be  sacri- 
ced  to  a  Sentiment  unprofitable  to  the  Dead; — that, 
on  the  Contrary,  were  the  Deceased  himself  to  rise 
from  the  Grave,  he  would  probably  feel  it  his  first 
Duty  to  opfOie  those  very  Errors  which  tie  had  before 
been  indnstriotts  to  disseminate ;— thei'e  seems  no  good  - 
Reason,  why  any  greater  Delicacry  should  now  be 
used  in  ti^ating  of  the  pernicious  Mistaken,  and  Afis- 
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that  if  the  Matter  is  not  impossible,  it  is  yet 
unintelligible,    incongruous, .  and    unsuitable^ 


conceptions  of.  such  .Writers, '^  dian  had  formerly  been 
observed  : — more  particularly  as  the  Subject  is  infinitely 
tQO  important  for  Compromise.  I  have,  therefore, 
neither  retracted  nor  softened  any  Observations  that 
apply  to  the  Works  of  the  above-named  Authors, 
unless  where  I  have  had  Cause  to  doubt  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Observation  itself/' 

I  am  not,  indeed,  without  the  Apprehension,  that  I 
may  appear  to  assume  somewhat  too  much  in  the  Ap- 
plication of  the  following  Passage  from  Bishop  Warhur- 
tan:  and  yet  it  approaches  so  nearly  to  tbe  State  of 
my  own  Feelings,  in  the  present  Case,  that  I  cannot 
avoid  transcribing  it.  In  speaking  of  the  particular 
Mauner,  in  which  he  had  thought  it  right  to  treat  the  per- 
nicious Sophistries  which  were  opposed  to  the  funda- 
mental Truths  of  Christianity,  That  glowing  and  power- 
ful Writer  thus  expresses  himself.  —  *'  He  knows  what 
the  gentle  Reader  thinks  of  it.—  But  he  is  not  One  of 
those  Opposers  of  Infidelity,  who  can  Reason  without 
Earnestness,  or  confute  without  Warmth.  —  ELa  [leaves 
it  to  others,  to  the  soft  Divine,  and  courtly  Controversi- 
alist, to  combat  the  most  flagitious  Tenets  with  Sere- 
nity;  or  maintain  the  most  awful  of  religious  Truths  in  a 
way,  that  misleads  the  unwary  Reader  into  an  Opinion 
of  their  making  but  little  Impression  on  die  Writer's  own 
Heart.  For  Himself,  he  freely  owns,  he  is  apt,  to  kindle 
as  hQ  writes ;    and  would  eyen  blush  to  repel  aa  Insult 
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and  contrary  to  many  plain  Texts'  of  Scrip- 
ture concerning  Christy  which  cannot,  by  any 
Means,  be  understood  of  a  Divine  Being. 

First,  Of  the  alleged  Impossibility  of  it.' — 
One  general  Reply  is  here  Sufficient,  (viz.) 
that  as  the  particular  Objections  are  all  found- 
ed upon  the  acknovi^ledged  Incompatibility  of 
Deity  and  Imperfection ;  so  they  are  all  anni- 
hilated by  a  Reference  to  that  human  Nature, 
which,  in  the  Mediatorial  Person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  was  united  to  his  own  Divine  Essence. 

His  real  Humanity,  though  it  was  anciently 
disputed  by  "  Philosophy  and  vain  Deceit, " 
can  require  no  Establishment  on  the  present 
Occasion;  since  it  constitutes  the  precise 
Ground,  on  which  his  proper  Divinily  has  ever 
been  assailed.-^If  his  Deity  be  evinced,  his 
Humanity  may,  be  assumed.— And  this  Union 
of  the  two  Natures  (incredible  as  it  may  ap- 
pear to  those  who  substitute  mere  Reason  for 
divine  Faith,)  maybe  pronounced  the  ilfo^^^- 
Key,  which  alone  can  fit  and  open  all  the  most 


on  Sense  and  Virtae  with  less '  Vigour  .  than  every 
honest  Man  is  expected  to  show  in  his  own  Canse*-'— ' 
Remarks  on  Hume's  Essay,  &c.  page  12. 
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intricate  Wards  of  the  Scriptures,  —  and  fits 
and  op^is  them  all  at  a  Touch ;  the  true  Hy- 
pothesis, which  alone  (like  the  all-explaining 
Principle  of  Gravitation  in  Nature)  can  account 
for  the  most  apparently  inexplicable  and  con- 
tradictory Phenomena  in  the  System  of  Reve- 
lation.—Reject  this,  and  all  is  Perplexity ; — 
admit  it,  and  all  is  easy. 

Some  Things  He  doth  as  God^  because  his 
Deity  alone  is  the  Spring  from  whence  they 
flow :  ■-—  Some  Things  as  Mauy  because  they 
issue  from  his  human  Nature ;  Some  Things 
jointly  J  as  both  God  and  Man,  because  both 
Natures  concur  as  Principles  together. 

As  Ood^  he  was  ^^  the  Creator^  the  lAfe  ;*' 
while,  as  Man^  he  lived  by  the  Father :  —as 
God,  he  was  "  heforej'^  where,  as  Mauy  "  he 
ascended  up" — ^As  God^  '*  he  knew  all  Things," 
even  the  most  secret  Things,  even  the  Things 
of  Creation,  Providence,  and  Hedemption; 
possessed  all  Things,  even  all  the  Properties 
and  Treasures  of  Deity : — while  as  Man^  he 
was  poor;  compassed  with  Infirmity;  pro- 
gressive in  Grace  and  Age;  subject  to  Us 
Parents;  tempted  in  all  Things,  as  we  are; 
susceptible  of  Grief,  and  of  Wonder ;— he  hun- 
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gered»  wept,  suffered,  expired  i-^Thoiigli  adf^ 
existeot,  he  was  made  of  a  Woman,  and  in- 
creased in  Stature ;  — though  divinely  Omni^- 
scient,  yet  humanly,  "  he  increased  in  Wisdom ;" 
-^tihaagl  Omnipoteiit/  he  could  say,  *^I  can 
of  mine  own  self  do  nothing :" — though  Omni^ 
present,  he  was  confined  to  Placer" — thougli, 
immutable,  he  experienced  every  Cl^mige  in^ 
cident  lo  Moortality;  though  suprenoie,  "^  my 
Father  (said  he)  is  greater  than  I  :^'-<-^thotigk 
^>  the  Holy  One,  aud  the  good  Shepherd ;"  He 
doiild  say,  ^  Why  callest  thou  me  good  ? — ^Tliere 
IB  nonegood  hut  One^  that  i&  God ;"— tho>iigh 
himself  the  Fountain  of  Grace,  and  the  Object 
of  Adoration  to  Saints  and  Angels,  he  could 
offer  Prayef  and  Praise  to  God,  and  admit  of 
an  Angel  strengthening  him :  though  possess- 
ing all  the  Fulness  of  the  Godheiad,  he  could 
exclaim,  in  the  Destitution  of  his  human  Sour, 
**  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thoii  forsaken 

Mer 

When  our  Saviour  is  denominated  at  once, 
''Che  i20b<  and  the  Branch;'  or  the  Off- 
spring g{  David,"  it  is  impossible  to  allow  so* 
refiurkable  aa  Expression  its  natural  and 
real  Meaming,  without  admitting  the  Deity  and 
Ummnity  united  in-  his^  Pensoii ;   f^t  mys^- 
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tenons  Singularity  of  Being,  by  *  vrhich  the 
Law  of  Nature  was  reversed,  and  the  "  Lord 
of  David  was  also  David's  Son."   ' 

In  the.same  Style  of.  harmonious  Inconsis- 
tency, (if  such  an  Expression  is.  admissible 
liere)  the  Apostle  could  at  once  ammunce  Jiim» 
atone  Time,  as  ".Over,  all,  God  jbkssed/for 
ever  ;'\ and,  at  another,  declare  that ."  the.Head 
of  Christ  is  God ;"  that,  at  the  Coiisu;nmation 
of  the  mediatorial  Kingdom,  the.SonJshalhd^- 
tliver  up  to  God,  even  the  Father;  and  iskdl 
himself  be  ^subject  unto  him  that > sent.. him', 
that  "  God  may  be  all  in  all/' 

When  once  this  compreheasive  Character 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  perceived,  the  apparent  Con-, 
trariety  :0f  the  JDeclaratjons  concerning  bis 
Attributes  and.  Powers,  excites  no  Amaze- 
ment ; — we  are  then  no  longer  at  a  Loss  to 
understand  how  the  same  Person  can  assure 
his  Disciples  at  one  Occasion,  "  To  sit  on  my 
^igbt  Hand,  and  on  .myXeft,  isnotmine  to 
give;"  and,  6n  another,  can  proclaim,  in  hU 
ascended' Glory,  *^To. him  .that  overcometfa 
will  1  grant  to  sit  with  me,  .  upon  my  Throne." 
— Declarations,  like ,  a .  Host  of  .otliers,  •  when 
.viewed  aparjLfrom  tlie  i  great  fexplain|ng  -JSfys'^ 
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t$ry^  present  an  Air  of  ehigmatieal  01>8eurity^ 
and  .  inexplicable  Perplexity,  -^  Nor  let  it 
]be  forgotten,  (what  stamps  a  peculiar  Force 
and  Pathos  on  these  Appeals  of  our  Lprd^) 
that  his  Humiliation,  his  assumed  Humanity^ 
beinj^,  for  obvious  Reasons,  the  Aspect  of  his 
Person  most  directly  presented  to  Our  Atteui- 
tion,  we  hear  proper tionably  less  of  his  original 
Deity: — the  momentous  Mystery  was  not  so 
much,  that  of  his  own  Nature,  as  of  his  Mani- 
festation in  ours.  —Hence  even  the  Title,  "  Son 
of  God^'*  characterises  him,  as  made  Man; 
ivhile  even,  as  Gody  he  is  still  characterised 
as  "  the  iSon  of  ifcfaw-** 

Each  Nature  preserves  its  own  natural  and 
essential  Properties,  entirely  to,  and  in  itself ; 
without  Mixture,  without  Composition,  or  CoDt- 
fu^ion  ;  without  such  a  real  Communication  of 
the  One  to  the  Other,  ^  that  the  One  should 
become  the  Subject  of  the  Properties  of  the 
other. — The  Deity,  in  the  Abstract,  is  not 
made  the  Kfumanity,  nor  the  contrary.— TKe 
Divine  Nature  is  not,  by  this  Union,  made 
-itemporaFy,  finite,  limited,  subject  tp  Passdon,* 
Qt  Alteration  :-^tior  is  the  human  Nature  ren- 
dered immense*  in^nite,  or  OwiiMp<>teftt,^-"Ui^- 
i;    ifpi-  ji,  2ft  ., 
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leM  thk  be  granted^  there  wfll  not  be  Hop  Nm^ 
tures  in  ChFwt,  a  Dinne  and  a  Hunian ;  nop 
indeed,  either  of  tfaem^  but  somewhat  elae^ 
composed  of  both.*-^  Nbw^ 

Until  we  know  the  Nature  of  ttie  Divine 
Bxistence,  and  the  Nature  of  the  human  Soul^ 
we  shall  never  be  able  to  determine  how  far 
God  may  unite  himself  to  such  a  SquI,  or 
whether  «uch  an  Union  is  possible.  On  this» 
and  every  similar  Questicm,  we  cannot  even 
begin  to  form  Ideas;  but  must  be  indebted^ 
for  whatever  Facts  we  either  know,  or  believe^ 
to  the  Testimony  of  God :  beyond  which,  as 
well  as  without  it,  we  literally  know  nothing  in 
ihe  Case. 

This  Testimony,  as  it  relates  to  the  Mys- 
tery of  the  Incarnation,  is,  we  think,  com- 
plete.—The  Possibility  and  Certainty  of  this 
Union  of  Deity  with  Humanity,  in  the  Person 
of  Jesus  Christ,  can  be  consistently  denied  by 
none  who  acknowledge  the  Divine  Omnipo- 
tence, and  the  Authority  of  Scripture. 

Indeed,  why  should  this  Union  of  the  Divine 
and  human  Natures  in  Christ  be  thouglit  less 
credible^,  19im  the  UnioB>  in  our  own  P^rsoft, 
of  an  immaterial  and  immortal  Spkr-M;,  ^ilh  a 
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patenal  and  mortal  Frame  ? — But  if  imy  are 
disposed  ta  deny^  it  certainly  rests  with  tiiedl 
to  disprme,  that  the  infinite  Spirit  can  unite 
itself  to  a  finite  Nature.  Onr  Bttsinees  is  aim'- 
ply  td  ascertain  the  Facts  of  the  Case,  **  the 
Things  revealed ;"  vbich  being  ascertained  by 
their  proper  Evidence,  our  Incompetency  to 
discover  the  Links  of  the  Chain  which  connect 
them,  to  penetmte  ''  the  secret  Things  which 
belong  to  God ;"  ought,  indeed,  to  impress  up 
with  devotional  Humility  ;  but  not  to  iadulg^ 
an  impatient  Curiosity. 

The  Apostle  speaks  of  the  Body.  Soul,  and 
{Spirit,  as  constituting  the  same  Individual 
Man;  (though  some,  perhaps,  may  object  to 
this  Language,)  who  was  made  after  the  image 
of  God. 

If  then  a  Man  may  be  three  in  one  Respect, 
and  One  in  another ;  do  we  know  so  much  of 
God,  as  to  assert  it  impossible  that  somewhat 
similar,  bat  far  superior,  and  more  entire,  both 
in  the  Distinction  and  in  the  Unity,  sboui4 
take  place  in  his  lEGomprehentibk  Nature  ?  (*) 


(^  'It  is  observeable,    that,    at  the  Craatioii  of  th« 
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And  ought  ndf  Men  to  sj^eak  more  reVereHtly 
and  caationsly  on  a  Subjedt,  about  Hrhkh  we 
know  nothing  more  than  what  God  him»^ 
hath  taught  us ;  especially  as  a  great  deal  is 
spoken  in  Scripture,  which  so  strongly  up^ 
pears  to  have  this  Meaning,  that  the  Gene- 
jrality  of  Christians,  in  every  Age,  have  thulb 
understood  it# 

We  do  not  say,  that  the  Deity  is  Thrde  and 
One  in  the  same  sense,  nor  do  we  pretend  to 
explain,  or  comprehend  how  God  subsists  in 
three  Persons^  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  but  we  should  humbly  believe 
his  Testimony  concerning  himself^,  and  adore? 
his  incomprehensible  Majesty.  (*) 


World,  God  addresses  hixaselfy  in  the  plural  Number 
-^''  Let  us  make  Man ;  and  that  his  Name,  **  Elokitp,^*  is 
yHuTdl  also. 

.  (*)  The  Strain  of  Bible  Interpretation,  whioh  i^  ge« 
nerally  adopted  by  Unitanao  Critics,  appears  to  be 
cbaracteristically  distingnished  by  a  Tendency  to  diminish 
the  holy  and  submissive  Keveredce  which  We  should 
4iier  cultivate  for  the  Authority  of  God* 

^  The  Declarations  of  Vakntinus  Smalcut  has  been  too 
often  paralleled  by  more  recent  Followers  in  the  same 
Path,  **E^, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


.    As  the  Uiiion:  between  the.  Body  and  Soul 
.of  Man  is  acknowledged  possible;  because'  i^e 


**  Etsi  Scriptura  pturies  dixUitt  Christum  esse  Deum, 
non  tatnen  crederem;  quia  Ratio  miki  dictet  illud  omntf 
quod  ea  atsequi  non  potest^  pro  absurdo  esse  habendum  :"^ 
that  189 

;  '*  If  Scriptara  had  nerer  so  many  Times  declared  that 
Christ  is  God,  yet  I  would  not  believe  it;  for  Rea< 
son  tells  me,  that  e.rery  Thing  which  it  cannot  attain, 
IS  to  be  held  absurd."    And  again, 

With  like  Determination,  he  affirms  of  the  Incarnatioa, 

— ^'  CredimuSf  etiamsi  non  semel  atque  iterum,  Sed  satis 
crehro  ct  disertissime  Scriptttm  extaret  Deum  esse  hominem 
factum  ;  multo  satius  esse,  quia  hcec  res  sit  absurda,  et  Sant 
Rationi  plane  contraria,  et  in  Deum  biasphemOf  modum 
aliquem  dicendi  comminisci,  quo  ista  de  Deo  did  possint, 
Sjuam  ista  simpliciter,  ita-ut  Verba  sonani  intelligere. — Homil 
BUdCap.l.Joh. 

Fauitus  Socinus^  after  pronouncing  with  sufficient  De* 
jDision  against  the  received  Doctrine  of  Atonement,  says» 

''  Ego  quidem,  etiamsi  non  semel^  sed  scepe  id  in  Sacris 
Monimentis  Scriptum  extaret^  non  ideirco  tamen  ita  Rem 
prorsusse  habeie  crederem  "  ^-Socin.  Opera,  torn*  11.  p.  204. 

iThns  it  appears  from  these  Instances,  that  the  most  ex- 
plicit, and  precise,  and  emphatical  Language ».  announcing 
4he  Doctrines  whiOh  tbe. Philosophy  of  that  School  con* 
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are  sum  thai  it  is:  though  no  Man  baft  ex- 
plain it  to  himself  or  others,  (i.  e.)  How  it  i». 
Why  is  it  not  as  possible  for  God,  if  he  so 
pleased,  to  nnite  himself  to  the  human  Nature, 
as  it  was  first  for  him  to  unite  the  humaii  Spul 
and  Body  together  ?(*)  ... 


demnsy  would,  to  its  Disciples, be  Words  of  no  Meaning; 
«iid  the  iSonptiure  which  adopted  such  Laagoage,  kat  an 
idle  Fable. 

"  Sfon  persuadebis  etiamH  persuOserii*  is  tHe  true  Motto 
of  the  Unitarian.— See  Note,  ToL  i.  Page  489,  to  this 
JPwposa. 

They  ever  indulge  in  llie  strongest  Declarations  of  the 
palpable  Impossibility^  the  e:itreiQe  Absurdity,  of  believ- 
ing that  there  are  lliree  Co-equal  Substances  in  the  Divine 
Kature.  '  ' 

This  may  appear  proper  to  them;  but  I  submit  it  to 
any  impartial  and  upright  Observer,  whether  U  does  ns^ 
imply,  that  those  who  use  this  Language,  have  found  out 
Jehovah  to  Perfeotion  ;^  and  whether  it  does  hot  involve 
tha  Assumption  of  a  Knowledge  and  Aathortty  qaalifyiag 
them  to  decide  magisterially  upon  a  Subject,  which,  in- 
finitely more  (Iian  all  others,  is  beyond  the  Range  of  cre- 
ated Faculties — to  investigate  **  a  priori,*'  the  intimate 
Essence  of  the  Deity.— To  tine,  *  indeed,  h  appeart  that 
those  who  thus  dogmatize,  have  very  low  and  unworthy 
Kptions  of  the  Divine  Infinity. 

<•>  Ite  8oa4ai«M  «|M  Iroin  *•  UmbtmAtt  Chrtit 
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Man^  of  the  Sabetance  of  his  *'  Modier,  horn 


agdnat  his  DMnity.  They  are  for  ever  quoting  those 
Passages  of  Scripture,  wbich  speak  of  the  Manhood  of 
Christy  and  very  absurdly  infer  from  thence,  that,  as  he 
is  Man,  he  can  have  no  other  Nature.  Whicli  is  just 
as  reasonable,  and  equally  conclusive,  as  to  affirin  of 
Man,  that  as  he  certainly  hath  a  Body,  he  liierdirore  can 
have  no  Sonl. 

Hence  Scriptwre  is  dinded  against  ftseM^  and  .every 
Proof  of  one  of  its  Truths  is  brought  to  bear  against 
the  other.  Hence  are  deduced  the  strange  Phenomena 
of  opposite  Heresies  from  the  same  Premises,  and  equally 
irrecdnciliable  with  Scripture  Truth,  and  with  ^ach 
other.  Some  reject  ihe  Deity  of  Christ,  because  they 
canifot  deny  his  ' Humanity,  and  so  treat  him  as  the 
natural  Offspring  of  Jeseph  and  Maiy ;  and  others  deny 
his  Humanity,  because  they  vee  such  plain  Proofs  of  his 
Divinity,  and  so  tveat  him  ai  a  Phantom,  or  a  Man  only 
in  Appearance. — In  either  Case  the  Analogy  of  Faith  fs 
violated.  —  A  Part  of  what  is  revealed  is  received  as 
Truth,  to  the  Exclusioit  of  the  test;  and  by  offending^ 
against  one  essential  Article  of  Faith,  the  Authority  of 
^eocry  other  receives  a  dangerous  Wound. 

Proud  Reasqaers  an  now  as  mudi  at  a  Loss  to  aecouat 
€or  the  two  Ifat^res  m  Christ,  as  the  Pharisees  of  OU 
«weFe,  when  iesins  asked  them,  ^'  how  Christ  ^oiild  be 
JHvid^  Lord^  and  David'a  So9t^**'«idlNm  no  higlMT 
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jmthe  World/'  than  *'  God,  of  the  Sobstance 
iof  jiis  Father,  begotten  before  the  World/'    : 


Yiew»  of  our  exalted  Savjoar,  than  the  Jews  had^  vbm. 
Ihey  aaked^  '*  How  can  this  ii^n  give  us  hiff  Flesh  t<^ 
eat r— The  Godhead  of  Christ  ha^  bf-eiv  '<  a  Stone  of 
^tambling^  apd  a  Rock  of  QSena^**  to  the  Blipd  ii^  every 
^ge.  One  single  Yerse^  in  the  ]^ii)th  Chapter  to  thfi 
Romans,  (y.  5.)  expressing  both  his  Human  aqd  Diving 
Nature,  is  sufficient  to  confound  all  the  critical  Poweff 
of  Heretics :  ''  Of  whom,  as  concerning  the  Flbsh,  Christ 
l^ame,  who  is  over  alU  Qod,  blessed  for  ever." 

Bishop  BerUky  4^nie4  or  dpubt^d  tl(e  Existence  q^ 
Matter;  and  ITo^^^  and  his  Fcllowers  did  the  same  res^ 
pecting  i^pirit^  (Sep  Hawkins']^  Bampton  Lectures,  page 
284)  (See  also  Note,  VqI.  I.  pagp  192.)  The  former,  says 
Beattie,  discovefs  tiiat,  a0  a  Ppint  of  [philosophy^  th^ 
Existence  of  Itfatter  is  but  a  Probability^  to  wbic^ 
we  have  it  in  our  Power,  either  to  assent,  or  ^ss^n^ 
.as  we  please,  &c.  (Seattle's  Essay,  page  272,  &c.  and 
the  fatter  expressly  asserts  the.  Materiality  and  Mor- 
tality of  the  human  Soul ;  and  he  represents  the  Doc- 
trine copceming  the  Dis^netion  between  Soi^l  and  Body 
in  .Mani^  to  bQ  an  Eixor,  contracted  by  the  Contagion 
of  the  Demonolo^  pf  the  Orceins.  (See  Leland'^  View^ 
&c.  in  3  Vols,  Vol.  i.  pp.  44,  56.)  Speaking  of  Ma- 
terialism, '^  I  am  sorry,  (says  an  acute  Writer  to;  J>r. 
Friestkjff).  to  observe  you  ^  at  the  .  Head  of  those  bold 
PhOosophers*  Br,  Berkeley  was  so  singular,  as  to  deay 
the  Existence  of  Matter,  and  90r  bold  as  tp  obtrude  upw 
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l^B  Circumsteatial  Account  of.  hi^  being 
"  bom  of  a  Woman,"  and.  under  the  '^  Law/' 
sets  his  Humanity  in  so  clear  a  Point  of  Viewt 
that  many  have  been  induced  to  consider  him 
as  nothing  more  than  ilfa».— But  since  both 
Natures   are    ascribed   to   him    in  Scripthre, 
either  directly,  or  by  Implication,  the  Texts 
which  apply  either  Way,  ought    to  be  per- 
mitted to  bear  unbiassed  Testimony  :-^and  it 
•betrays,    too    strongly,    the  Spirit  of'Preju- 
^dice  to  insist    perpetually  upon  those  whi^ti 
exhibit  his    Manhood,    as  if    they  riot  only 
proved  one  Points  but  du-proved  the  other ; 
ipid  either  to  conceal^  mis-state,  ^  or.  expunge 


lift  a  System  which  annihilates  the  Bodies  of  all  Mankind^ 
According  to  his  Ddctrine,  there  is  nothing  but  Spirit  in 
iii  W'orid,  and  Mtttfer  exists  only  in  oiwr  Ideas*-nAs 
a  Eiyal  of  ^inguiatrfty,  yoi;  rvm  into  .the  opposite  Bk- 
treipe.  Yoa  annihilate  our  Soul,' and  turn  us  into  mere 
Machines.  We  are  nothing  but  Matter;  and  if  y<yi 
allow  US  any  Spiri^^  it  is  only  such  as  can  be  distille4 
like  Spirits  of  Wine,--Thus,  if  we  believe  yoM  Both, 
bei^g  ground^  not  cmly  U>  Atoms,  but  to  al?solute  Non-? 
.Entity^  between- the  two  lijillstones  of  your  preposterous 
and  contrary  Mistakes,  we  have  ^either  Form,  nor  Sub? 
stance,  neither  Body,  nor  Soul." 

¥QL    II.  2  B 
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those   numerous  Ones,    which  unequivocally 
assert  his  Divinity.  (^) 


(*)  When  this  Process  is  once  begun,  itis  conducted 
thus  :  — "  A  Passage  of  Scripture  is  twisted  and  tortured 
till  it  is  made  to  speak  their  Sentiments  —  If  this 
prove  impossible ;  Manuscripts  are  searched  after,  till 
one  be  found,  iti  which  it  is  either  differently  read,  or 
Kbtally  omitted.-^If  no  such  Manuscripts  appear;  Rea- 
sons are  alleged  why.  it  ought  to  be  differently  read^ 
V  totally  omitted^  notwithstanding. — And  it  the  Force 
of  these  Reasons  be  distrusted,  we  are  plainly,  told, 
that  the  Prophet  or  the  Apostle  was  an  Ignoramus, 
and  did  not  know  how'  to  reason. 

"  In  order  to  get  rid  of  every  Passage  of  Scripture 
sfrititating  against  their  Scheme,  they  bring  forward 
(says  Magee)  their  whole  Apparatus  of  Interpolations, 
Omissions,  false  Readings,  Mistranslations,  and  erro- 
neous Interpretations;  and  with  ifuch  a  Phalanx,  they 
succeed  well  in  emptying , Scripture  of  every  Idea  that 
does  not  correspond  with  their  System.'^ 

This  was  practised  by  the  Heretics  of  the  first  Ages, 
but  with'  so  little  Success,  as  might  have  discouraged  a 
Repetition  of  the  Attempt.  Since  the  Canon  of  Scrip- 
ture has  been  so  long  and  so  clearly  ascertsulned,  it  might 
have  been  expected  that  Men  would  not  easily  have  been 
brought  to  follow  the  Steps  of  die  Ebionites  ^nd  Cerin- 
tUans,  of  Mdrcion^  and  Manes, 

Yet  so  it  is  in  all  their  Interpretations  of  the  sacred 
Writings,  not  a  Word,  or  Phrase,  or  various' Readings, 
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There  is  an  Unfairness  in  this,  pervading  all 
the  Works  ^f  Unitaiians,   which  could  not  be 


that  at  ail  breaks  in  upon  their  Theological  Schen^e,  ;s 
suffered  to  escape  without  some  Hint  of  a  Corruption  of 
the  Text,  some  Alteration,  /some  Erasement,  or  fom^ 
Comment  to  explain  away  its  most  obvious  aud  literal 
Meaning. 

And,  as  to  technical  Phrases,  these  may  be  just  as 
technical  in  the  Way  of  Negation  as  of  Assertion.  See 
Le  Mesurier*s  Bampton  Lectures,  page  358 — 360.  Nares's 
Remarks  on  the  Improved  Version,  page  34 ;  and  Jamicr 
son's  Vindication,  Vol.  I,  page  606. 

.The  foUpwing  Remarks,  from  the  Eckciic  Review,  upon 
Prif  stljey's  Notes  on  Scripture,  apply  to  all  similar  Pro- 
dii0tioBS. 

*'  It  is  the  leading  and  determined  Purpose  of  these 
Notes,  (says  the  Reviewer,)  to  serve  the  Cause  of  what 
is  anpgantly  called  Uiiitarianism,  and  t|ie  Author  has 
certainly  kept  this  in  View.  To  say  the  least,  he  is  a 
zealous  and  resolute  Advocate.  Seldom  is  he  at  a  Loss 
for  a  iGrloss,  or  an  Evasion,  in  aiming  at  the-  Accom. 
plishment  of  his  Object.  If  he  meets  with  a  Passage 
whose  indubitable  Reading,  and  whose,  obvious,  plain 
Meaning,  are  such  as  every  unbiassed  Man  would  pro- 
nounce favorable  tq  the  Deity  and  Atonement  of  Christ* 
h^  is  ready  with  ampler  Stores  of  metaphorical,  enigma- 
tical, and .  idiomatica^  Forms  of  Interpretation;  and 
stubborn  must  be  that  Text  which  will  not  bend  under 
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€3idured  in  the  common  Concerns  of  Life^  and 
an  Unreiusonableness  which  ill  becomes  such  b& 


one  or  other  of  his  Modes  of  TreatmeD^.  In  some  Cases 
a  Various  Reading,  though  notie  of  the  mostattthenticated, 
is  called  iti  to  Ms  Assistance.  Should  this  Aid  fail,  some 
learned  Critic  or  other  is  at  hand  with  a  conjecturat  Alter- 
ation. Or,  if  none  of  these  appear  advisable;  the  Philo- 
sophical Commentator  has  in  reserve  a  kind  of  logical 
Jlkali,.  which  will  at  least  neutralize  a  pungent  Passage; 
(e.  g.)  *  the  sage  Observations  about  the  Interpretation  of 
it  differ  much.^ — And  lastly,  in  very  desperate  Instances^ 
a  Method  is  resorted  to,  the  most  simply  and  compen- 
dious imaginable,  and  that  is,  to  say  nothing  at  all  about 
them. — ^Thus  he  perverts  what  was  plain,  and  darkens 
whftt  was  perspfciioiis.-^De  te  ¥\abuia  narr^tur,  may  be 
said  to  every  Commenlmtor  df  the  same  Seheok'  To  sock 
the  Reviewer  applies  the  Term,  half  formed  CrtHe^,  bn^ 
Jinuhed  Dogmalists," — See  the  Eclectic  Review  for  FebrMary 
1806,  pp.  103^104,  &e. 

On  ihe  Unitarian  i^ioktidtt  of  ^all  sol^r.  Md  ^«Lita« 
ble  Critioism^  S^e  th*  i.  R  JSmi«h;  Vol;  li  psjge  6d> 
who  coBolttdes  with  observing^  that  ^*  against  s«eii  a 
JMagazine  of  Resources,  (that  is,  for  expktniiig^  away,  or 
getting  rid  of  an  obnoxious  Posi&sti  or  Text^)  all  the 
Powers  of  Language  would  b^s  mavailing  ^  btit  l«t  us 
not  bear  the  Mockeiy  of  caiHng  it  Cf ittowm.  **-  We 
jeally  bonder  that  Unitariatts  ebould'find  Reftders,  wIm» 
will  aecept  their  CounteffeMs  of  g«riptore .  Language, 
tad   listen    io  tkt    Blasphemy  -of*  th«ir    God^deoying 

ll)NHlti«3P»  It 
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iyidfea«  to  ijhoode  Itecimnfot  tb^ir  <jvtiide) .  and 
plmi^  tl^^n^lyes  upon  being  Rational  Chris- 


It  were  most  sincerely  to  be  wished,  that  the  Doctrines 
of  Scripture,  were  at  all  Times  cbllected  purely  from  the 
Scripture  itself: — and  tiiat  preconceived  Notions,  and 
arbitrary  Theories,  were  notj^r^^  to  be  formed^  and  then 
the  Scriptures  pressed  into  the  Service  of  each  fanciful 
Idea, — If  God  hath  vouchsafed  a  Revelation,  has  he  not 
thereby  imposed  a  Duty  of  submilting  to  its  perfect  Wis- 
dom ?  Shall  weak,  short-sighted  Man  presume  to  say  ? — 
*\  If  I  find  die  Discoveries  of  Revelation,  correspondent  to 
mjr  Notions  of  what  is  fit  and  right,  I  will  admit  them : — but 
if  they  do  not,  I  am  sure  they  cannot  be  the  genuine 
Sense  of  Scripture:  from  this  Principle,  that  the  Wisdom 
of  God  cannot  disagree  with  itself.''  (i.  e.  to  express  it 
truly)  ^'  that  the  Wisdom  of  God  cannot  but  agree  with 
what  this  Judg^  of  the  Actions  of  the  Almighty,  deemi| 

It  wise  for  him  to  do/' 

< 

.  The  hampMige.  of .  Scripture  in  this  Ca$e»^  JWI^  jijr 
-•^rj  poBstble  Befinan^ent,  be  ma^de  to  su^i^^i^cr  \ts  faif 
«tfi  Qasttii^l  Meuiog,  to  tins  ,Predetern«iiatii«i|  qf  it* 
SMtesaary  Itnpovt. 

In  this  Light,  whether  the  Profession  of  Unitariana 
^ofesmg  to  draw  their  Arguments  from  Scripture,  be 
not  intended  Mockery,  one  might  almost  be  tempted  to 
imagine;  when  it  b  found,  that  in  every  Instance,  tlie 
Doctrine  of  Scripture  is  tried  by  their  abstract. Notion 
q{  Rig^i4;  and  rejected,  if  not  accordant  When  by 
me4^3  of  Figure  and  Allusion,  it  is  every  where  made 
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AioMi^.-^It  is  certainly  as  jeasonable  tq  itfgue, 
that  Man  consists  of  a  Body  without  a  Saul, 


to  speak  a  Language,  the  most  repagnant  to  all  fair 
critical  Interpretation ;  until  emptied  of  its  true  Meaning, 
it  is  converted  into  a  Vehicle  for  every  fantastic  Theory 
which,  under  the  name  of  ratwnal,  they  may  think  proper 
to  adopt; — when  in  such  Parts  as  propound  Gospel 
Truths  of  a  Contexture  too  solid  to  admit  of  an  Escape 
of  Figure  or  Allusion,  the  sacred  Writers  are  charged  as 
**  Bunglers,  a^  producing  lame  Accounts,  improper 
Quotations,  and  inconclusive  Reasonings ;"  (Dr.  Priestley's 
i2th  letter  to  Mr.  Bum ;)  and  Philosophy  is  consequently 
called  in  to  rectify  their  Errors : — ^When  one  Writer  of 
this  Class  (Stainburt)  tells  us  that  ^^  the  Narrations  (in  the 
New  Testament)  true  or  false,  are  only  suited  for  igno^ 
rant  uncultivated  Minds,  who  cannot  enter  into  the 
Evidence  of  Natural  Religion,'*  and  again,  that  '^  Moses, 
according  to  the  childish  Conceptions  of  the  Jews  in 
his  Days,  paints  God  as  agitated  by  violent  Affections, 
partial  to  one  People,  and  hating  all  other  Nations  iV-^ 
when  another  {Sembler)  remarking  otf  St.  Peter's  De- 
claration, that  **  Prophecy  catne  not  in  old  Time  by  the 
Will  of  Man,  but  that  Hoi;  Men  of  God  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  says,  that  "  Peter 
speaks  here  according  to  the  Conception  of  the  Jexvi, 
and  that  the  Prophets  may  have  delivered  the  Offspring 
of  their  own  Brains  as  divine  Revelations :"  (Dr.  Erskine's 
Sketches  and  Hints  of  Christian  History,  No.  3,  pp. 
66—71.)  When  a  third,  (Engedin)  speaks  of  St.  John's 
Portion  of  the  li^ew  Testament|  as  written  with  *' concise 
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jbecause  he*  is  said  to  be  Plenh;  as  to  ai^^ 
that  Jesus  Ciirist  is  Man"  and  not  God  ;'  be- 


and  abrupt  Obscurity,  iDoonsistent  with  itself,  and  made  up 
of  Allegories ;"  —  and  Gagneius  glories  in  hayiag  given 
"a,  little  Light  to  St  PauVs  Darkness,  a  Darkness,  afi 
some  think,  industriously  affected:''  —  When  we  find 
Mr.  EvMnson,  one  of  those  able  Commentators  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Belskam  in  his  Review,  &c.  (page  206.  Dissonance^ 
&c.  p.  1.)  that  the  Evangelical  IJistory  contains  gross 
and  irreconcilable  Contradictions,''  and  consequently 
discard  three  out  of  the  four,  retaining  the  Gospel* of 
Si\  Luke  only ;  *  at  the'  same  Time  drawning  his  Pen  oveir 
as '  much  of  this  as  happens  not  to  meet  his  Approbation : 
When' we  find  Dr.  Priestley  represents  in  hi/s  Letter  to 
Dr.  Price,  ihe  Narration  of  Mo^es  concerning  the  Creatioii 
and  Fall  of  Man,  as  '*a  lame  Account;"  and  thereby 
meriting  the  Praise  of  Magnanimity  bestowed  on  him  by 
Theologians  equally  eiilightened : — ^When  finally,  not  to 
accumulate  Instances  where  so  many  challenge  Attention, 
we  find  the  Gospel  openly  described  by  Mr.  Belshdm, 
(lleTiew,  &c.  p.  i2l7.)  as  -*' containing  nothing  more 
than  the  Deism  of  the  French  Theo-philantkrope,  save 
only  the  Fact  of  the  Resurrection-  of  a  human  Being :'' 
and  when,  for  the  Purpose  of  establishing  this,  he  engages, 
that  the  Unitarian  Writers  shall  prune  down  the  Scrip- 
tures to  this  moral  System,  and  this  single  Fact,  by  shew, 
ing  that  whatever  supports  any  Thing  else,  is  either,  <*  In- 
terpolation, Omission,  false  Reading,  Mistranslation,  or 
erroneous  Interpretation."— (Review  pp.  206— -217— 272.)' 

^hea  all  Xhe^e  Things  are  qon8|idered,  and  when  we  fipc| 
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€aasiK  be  is  called  a  Man,  and  has  the  Pfd^ 
pertied  of  human  Nature,  tfarotigfa  his  Dmnfe 
Nature  i»  equally  insisted  upon. 


fhe  Bible  thus  contemned  and  rejected  by  the  tientlemen  bf 
this  new  Light,  and  a  new  and  more  convenient  Gospel 
carved  out  for  themselves,  can  the  occasional  Profession 
of  Reverence  for  Scripture,  as  the  Word  of  God,  be 
treated  in  any  other  Light,  than  as  a  convenient  Mask, 
or  an  insulting  Sneer  ? 

1*0  be^  ihvih  forward  in  quest  of  Proof  tu  mhwmt  the 
Word  of  (irod,  catching  at  e^fy  Shadow,^  ai  wren  fdrging 
Preteneet  for  the  Purpose  ;  instead  of  endeavouring  fairly 
4o  elucidate,  defend,  support,  and  establish  ii,  is^  beyond 
Expression,  liorrid:    as  dangerous  As  it  is  wiokfid* 

The  Word  of  Revelation  being  thuA  pared  down  to  the 
puay  Dimeusioiia  of  human  Reason,  how  differs  the  Cbri^ 
.ii^Q  from  the  Deist  1 — ^The  only  Differpnce  is  this;  that 
^whilst  the  One^denies  that  God  bath  given  u^  o.  Revelation ; 
*tfae  other  (compelled  by  Evidence  to  receive  it)  endea- 
vours to  render  it  of  no  Effect.— ^^But  in  Both,  there  is  the 
Mune  Self-Bufficienoy,  the  same  Pride  of  Understandingt 
that  would  erect  itself  on  the  Ground  of,  Human  Reason, 
iind  that  djlsdains  to  accept  the  Divine  Favour,  on  any 
Condition  but  its  own.r-But  is  it  to  be  thought  that  tho 
whole  Host  of  Interpreters^  of  Scripture,  have  either 
through  ignorance,  or  Prejudice,  or  Inattention  and  Carer 
lessness^  totally  misrepresented  the  true  Sense  of  every 
Passage  of  Scripture,  which  aflSrms  the  Divinity  of  Christ; 
except  those  few,  who  deny^^  d^at  in  any  One  of  Ibem  tho 
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I'd  obviate  the  Effects  of  this  Artifice,  one 
bf  the  Formularies  of  oiir  Faith  asserts  that 


Diviniity  of  Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  found  ? — Are  such  Suppo- 
sitions as  these  at  all  probable?  or  are  they  consistent,  in 
those  who  diake  them,  with  any  Thing  like  a  becoming 
Measure  pf  Modesty  and  Humility  ?  ' 

To  wrest  Scripture  is,  in  die  highest  Degree*  to  dis- 
honour their  Divine  Author.  It  is  doing  to  him  what  is 
felt  and  lesented,  as  009  of  the  grossest  Insults. — It  is 
not  a  slight  and  veiiial  Fault;  but  of  dedp  and  aggrarated 
£Qormity.>-  It  is  nothing  less  than  imputing  to  the  Author 
qI  Truth,  Sentiments  contrary  to  what  He  meant  to^  ex<-' 
press;  making  the  God  of  immutable  Truth  a  Liar;  at«' 
tempting  to  impress  the  Seal  of  Heaven  on  Falsehood  and 
Forgery*  -^  It  is  high  Treason  against  tlie  Divine  Mar  > 
jesty.->It  is  a  Conduct  which  cannot  be  guiltless,  and 
tberefore  perilous  in  the  highest  Degree. 

J.t  is  surely  a  yeiry  suspicious  Ci/rcumstance,  as  to  the 
Foundation  on  which  any  System  rests,  when  its  Abet? 
toi^  feel  it  pecessary,  formally  to  warn  their  Readers 
ff.to  be  pn  their  Guard  agaiust  what  is  called  the  natural 
Signification  of  Words  aqd  Pbn^ses."  (Belsham's  Ca|m 
Inquiry,  pp.  4,  5.) — Can  any  Thing  be  more  unfavour- 
able t9  tl}e  discovery  of  Trqth.  ?  or  cap  .  any  Thing 
mor^  pl^i>|ly  iQdicat^  ^  secret  Dii^atisfaction  w^th  or-r 
djnary  Rules,  and  an  acknowledged  Feeling  of  thf^ 
f^eed  \a  which  the  System  stands  of  tome  ynusuaf 
•Modes  of  Interpr^tatipB  ?  .  YeJ 
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Jesus  Christ  (according  to  the  Scriptures)  **  is 
Godj  of  the  Substance^  of  the  Father,  begotten 


Yet,  on  what  Subject  should  Tratli  be  more  seib- 
ously  and  devoutly  the  Objeet-^-ihe  simple  toid  exclu* 
sive  Object  of  our  Inquiry^  than  on  One^so  importanti 
and  80  interesting  ae  this  before  us? — On  such  a  Sub- 
ject, not  Victory f  but  Truths  should  be  the  Object  of 
Contention. 

On  Poitats  of  amusing  Thieory,  and  abstract  Speiith' 
latioBy  we  ttay  argue  tor  thfe  Sa^  of  Argament, :  aad 
Triumph  in  the  Success  of  our  own  Ingenuity : — though 
iodeed,  on  such  Topics,  the  Practice,  when  indul^d, 
is  by  no  MeliBs  free  from  Danger  of  pernicious  Infls* 
eioee  on  the  Mind  of  the  gratuitous  Combatant  :-^b«t 
for  Fellow  Creatures  to  argue  for  Violbry*  when  the 
Olaimji  of  Deity  are  invoked  in  the  Question,  and 
when  all  the  dearest  Interests,  and  Hie  sublimest  Hopes 
of  Mankind  are  at  Stake  ! — This  were  a  Prostitution 
of  Intellect,  and  a  Perversity  of  Principle,  unworthy 
of  a  rational  Being; — And  in  a  Being  who  feels  and 
acknowledges  his  Responsibility  to  the  Judge  of  alli^ 
an  Insensibility  of  Conscience,  unutterably  affecting, 
and  ominous  of  the  most  fearful  Results. 

^*  I  testify  unto  every  Man  that  heareth  the  Words 
of  il^e  Prophecy  of  this  Book;  if  any  Man  shall  add 
uiitd  these  Things,  God  shall  add  unto  him  the  Plagues 
that  ard  written  in  1}iTs*Bot>k: — And  if  any  Man  shall 
take  "away  from  the  Words  of  the  Book  of  this  Pro- 
phecy, God  shall  take  aw^y  bis  Part  put  of  the  Bool^ 
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before  the  Worid  ;  and  Man,  bf  the  Sabstancd 
of  his  Mother,  bom  in  the  World,  perfect  God, 


6f  Life,  khd  o«  ^  the  Bdy  CSty,  attd  from  the  Things 
that  are  writtea  in  this  Book.'^ 

Let  the  Inquiry,  then,  of  every  one,  always  "^be, 
"What  is  TpiAr.:  And  our  Ptayer,  «Opeo  thou 
mine  Eyes,  thajt  I  may  behold  the  Wonders  of  4hy  I^qw^'* 

It  i»  objected,  that  the  crftical  Researches  made  within 
the  last  Century  into  Manusctipts,  Versions,  and  Primi- 
tive Writers ;  (and  where  these  have  not  proved  suflScieai 
for  ^^  :Pilrpo4e,  «•  cimjectiiral  Criiiei9n,  afdlihe  Adop- 
tion of  the  loosfoat  $8Bse  of  Uie  Wovds,)  baire  placed  the 
8^if4sire0  quitii:  in  %  new  ligbt,  and  uwavelled  the  Wet^ 
qt  Jfyslerir,  im  wlueh,  <it  is  slitd)  the  Corrvptions  of  prfJ 
wUxw  Oris^amty  h^frk  iavolred.Ae  pore  and  simpte 
Doctrines  of  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.-- It  must  be  <4)«erv«d 
that  this  Objection  jias  b^en  raided  within  tl|isJlfi,8t  On- 
ijory ;  and  mjast  be  opp(9sed  hy  stating;  t^e  legitipi^  Rtil^ 
of  Criticism ;  which,  if  pei^e^rf  ripgly  applic^^  wdl  mm 
lon^    sweep  this  modem  Mist  away  for  ever. 

:  Tlie  Mtewittffr  are  the  ^nly  sound  Principfes  bf  BibKcal 
GritkifiJii;  the^very  ft^^ei-se  of  the  Principles  of  Criticism 
upon  which  Che  Attack  on  Scripture  Tenets  are  founded. 

1st.    To  determine^  vnlthout  Prejudice^  th^bevt  Jiippprt^ 
Reading  of  the  original  Text. 

^\j.    l^^nqiiif^bpwIariAeteiiit/cspldttVflsel^^ 
3dly.    How  fcr  the  Context  fflusdratcs  i«.  4thly 
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and  perfect  Man,  of  a  reasonable  Soul,  and 
human  Flesh  subsisting." 


4iUy.  How  far  the  particular  Book,  in  which  the  Text 
is  found,  does  so. 

6thly,   How  far  the  other  Writings  of  the  Author  do  so. 

6|hly.    How  far  the  other  WoAb  of  the  Spirit  do  so. 

7thiy.  How  far  ancient  Versions  and  Commentaries, 
and  others  who  composed  on.  the  same  Subject,,  or  in 
the  same  Language,  or  any  other  helps  whatever,  throw 
^ght  upon  it. 

.  What  is.  principally  to  be  kept  in  Mind,  is,  that 
these  several.  Means  are  to  be  used,  and  made  the  most 
of,  separately  and  successively;  and  that  the  neai«r 
the  Illustration  (as  Context  is  nearer  to  Text,  than 
more  remote  Parts  of  the  Book)  the  more  decisire  its 
Sentence. 

'  See  the  latter  part  of  Note  in  To!.  I.  page  472,  &c. 
and  also  Note  Vob  IL  page  24,  &c.  on  the  broad 
and  solid  Grounds  of  Criticism. 

In  respect  to  the  translating  of  the  Original,  let  the 
Rule  be,  that  the  Translation  be  not  an  Exposition; 
but  a  Fac  Simile  of  the  Original ;— rocither  Plus  nor  Mimu 
but  Par.^  And,  for  the  Sake  of  Perspicuity,  let  Tenns 
differing  in  the  Original  be  rendered  by  Terms  differ- 
ing in  the  Translation,  and  Vice  Vena. 

See  Magee,  vol.  2.  p.  445,  &c.  to  Uie  End,  on  the 
Socinian  improved  Vertion  of  the  Nevr  Testament.  Mr. 
Narea'  Remarks  on  it,   and  Mr.  Russell. 
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Joining  these  two  Assertions  together,  of  the 
Perfection,  both  of  his  Divine  and  human  Na- 
tures, we  behold  him  '^  equal  to  his  Father, 
as  touching  his  Godhead ;  but  inferior  to  the 
Father,  as  touching  his  Manhood." 

This  is  a  necessary  Consequence  of  the 
foregoing  Premises  ;  for,  if  Jesus  Christ  be 
God  at  all,  he  must  be  equal  to  the  Father : 
For,  in  Deity,  Inequality  is  impossible ;  and 
the  Properties  of  God  are  neither  divisible, 
nor  communicable  to  a  Creature.  Thus  we  at 
once  avoid  infringing  upon  the  Divine  Unity, 
and  also  being  involved  in  the  Absurdity  of 
holding  a  Community  of  unequal  Gods. 
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PART    XX. 

ON  THE  SAMJS  SUBJECT- 


Objections  answered. 


As  to  its  being  above  Reason  (which  the 
Objectors  are  loath  to  admit  any  Thing  to  be) 
This  will  bear  no  great  Dispute ;  because,  all 
that  can  be  meant  by  it  is,  that  our  Reasoa 
is  notable  fully  to  comprehend  it.  (*) 


(*)  The  Sociimosy  fr«ii  die  ackiio^«dged  true  and 
proper  Humanity  of  tke  Messiah^  at  oBce  inf^  that  iitt 
Dmne  Nature  cmmot  imply  a  Plurality  of  ^ubsistettcet^ 
and  thai  the  Messiah  cannot  .possess  any  otibier  Nature  in 
AdditioB  to  &at  of  a  mortal  Man. 

**  How  the  Divine  Nature  and  the  human  can  be  so 
uxii^d,  as  to  taiake  but  one  Persou  ;  and  yet,  at  tbi^ 
mnm»  Timtif  each  lof  them  to  he  e«tire  lAd  distinct,  (i,  «.) 
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The  Question  for  our  Consideration,  then, 
is  not  so  much  whether  these  Things  are  pos^ 


not  united,  («i|y8  a  rational  Uqitari^n)  I  am  not  able  to 
comprehend."    Admitted^ 

Neither  does  he  know  how  the  Sonl  and  Body  can  be 
80  united  as  to  make  One  Ms^n,  without  the  Confusion 
of  the  spiritual  and  corporeal  8nbstances.-r--Biits  when  we 
kttow^  we  will  inforni  those  whom  it  may  concern/  either 
as  to  the  Compound  of  the  Godhead  and  Manhood  in 
One  Christ,  or  of  the  Soul  and  Body  in  One  Man. — ^The 
Union  of  the  Soul  and  Body  is  possible,  because  we  are 
sure  of  it;  yet  no  Man  can  explain  how  it  is:  and  is  it 
not  altogether  as  possible  for  God  to  unite  himself  to 
human  Kature.  v 

If  the  Orthodox  a^e  in  fifi  Error,  they  must  be  con^^ 
▼inced  of  it  by  other  Means  than  the  Reiteration  cff  )Pre- 
mises  which  they  cordially  admit,  or  Conclusions  which 
appear  to  them  arbitmry  and  injurious  Assumptions. 

A  Propensity  to  generalize  too  soon,  and  to  conclude 
to<3r  hastily,  both  in  Criticism  and  Argumentation,  (unlike 
the  t^autiods  and  patient  Spirit  of  true  Philosophy,) 
seeins  one  of  the  distipguishing  Failings  of  Unitarian; 
Theology.-^This  may  be  o^e  Reason,  among  others,  why 
these  Notions  meet  with  so  ready  a?  Acceptance  iu . 
young  Minds,  inexperienced,  flirty,  and.ambhious ;  half* 
learned,  and  ill  disciplined.  Here  is  a  Theology,  easily 
acquired,  discarding  Mysteries,  treading  down  Difficulties,^ 
and  answering  the  Pleas  of  the  Orthodox  with  summary 
Ciontempt :  a  Theology  complimentary  to  the  'Pride'  of ' 
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-Scrjtptiire  ? 


4host  who  dteoi  thmoulwta  endowed  wkh  superior  Bi«<- 
^emmenty  «iid  wiuch,  ia  Praotioe,  is  n^  ungenerously 
rigid  against  any  favorite  Passion,  or  U4d«  Foible,  that 
is  decently  compatible  with  the  JForld's  Code  of  Morals. 

The  AU^mpt  to  establish  what  is  called*  by  s<Miie» 
'^*  Baiiomd  CAriniiamty,'^*  would^  if  it  aucceeded»  tend 
father  lo  destroy,  tbaii  poomote  the  End  proposed  ,hy 
at:  iFor,  if  CSiristiani^  were  reduced  to  the  Standard, 
•and  brought  within  4he  Compi^ebension  of  Reason,  ito 
Divine  Origin,  apMl  qonsoquently,  its  Sanctity,  would 
be  no  longer  aiIoved.j-r^It  woidd  'be  i«garded  as  the 
mere  Work  of  Reason,  and  perhaps,  of  human  Invent 
tioq;  and  be  liable  to  'b^  lefaanged  as  Circumstances 
or  Oaprlee  might  dictate :  The  Reasons  of  'Men  being 
pot  always  alike. 

Religion    may,    and  does   .(^e  .Christian  .especially,) 

accord   with  the  human    Feelings  and    Interests;   But 

fts   Authority  must  ^e  derived  from  a  higher  and  bet- 

"^r  Source,  tfian  the  mere  Bictates  (mutable  ^nd  erring 

as  Ibey  are)  of  those  Feefings  and  Interests. 

.Rea^ori,  so  f^Jrom  ^rejecting  what  is  abo^ve  its.Com* 
,pr»l|ensipn,  jeq^ires  .it  ip  Matters.of  I^eligion,iMt. coming 
from  a  Power  which  is  itself  infinitely  above  its  Coip-^ 
prehension. —  It  requires  only  to  be  satisfied  of  the 
^ruth  of  the  .Doctrines  of  that  Religion  by  Evidence^ 
^hieh  is  itsetf  .  iDithin  its  'Coipprehensioti ;  and,  as  far 
^  it  Teaches,    proves  the    Truth  of  those   Commuoica* 
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^    They   are  mystetiouft  beyond  haman  Invesii- 
^tion,  such  as  Reason  cannot  understand,  or 


iiotift  which  themselves  relate  to  Matters  beyond  thb 
Comprehension  of  homtin  Reason  ;  and  are,  therefore! 
incapable  of  being  demonstrated  by  it* 

Of  all  the  Sources*  therefore,  prodnctive  of  Diversity  in 
Religions  Opinions,  there  is  none  more  fruitful  than  the 
Vanity  of  that  pei^ioions  Error,  which  considers  human 
Reason  as  an  adequate  Criterion  of  all  Truth ;  the  **be*- 
ing.  wise  above  what  is  written,'' — the  fond  Desire  of 
explaining  inexplicable  Difficulties,  and  deems  all  Doc- 
trines that  are  above  human  Reason,  or  supposed  con- 
trary to  Up  to  be  impossible  and  untrue. 

We  cannot  say^  that  whatever  is  above  our  Reason,,  is 
therefore  impossible,  because  there  are  so  many  Things, 
even  in  the  Operations  of  material  Nature,  and  the 
Functions  of  animal  Life,  which  we  know  to  exist,  but 
which  w&  cannot  account  for. 

We  cannot  say,  that  whatever  is  above  our  Reason, 
is  therefore  contrary  to  it,  because,,  of  Thai  which  is 
above  our  Reason  we  have  no  adequate  Criterion.-*^ 
It  is  impossible  to  find,  in  the  Proportion  of  finite  Mat- 
ter, any  common  Medium  of  Comparison,  to  estimate 
the  Properties,  the  essential  Properties,  of  an  infinite 
Being. 

On  the  same  Principles  we  cannot  say,  that  whatever 
is  contrary  to  human  Reason,  is,,  for  that  Reason,  contrary 
to  the  supreme  Bieason.««-It  is  absurd  to  conclude,,  from 
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lienetrate ;  but  ihat  ihey  are  contrary  Ito  Rea^ 
son,  cannot  be  proved. — But,  are  there  not 
Mysteries  in  Religion,  equally  inexplicable  1 — 
This  no  Man  will  deny ;  because  Gad,  whose 
infinite  Nature  and  Perfections  are  the  Founr 
dation  of  Religion,  is  certainly  the  greatest 
Mystery  of  all  others,  and  the  most  incompre^ 
hensible  :  (*)— But  we  must    not^  yea  they 


the  limited  Powers  of  finite  Beings,  against  the  l^^osnibi* 
litibs  of  pmnipotefooe* 

•It  is  a  Question,  therefore,  whether  any  Thing  that 
is  above  Reason,  can  ever  be  shewn  .to  he  contrary  ^ 
it;  for,  unless  we  have  some  Notion  of  the  Thiqg  itself, 
on  what  Principles  can  we  possibly  make  out  the  Con* 
trary  ?  First  shew  us  the  Mature  of  Things,  wf\A  we 
will  tell  you  their  Powers* 

VTe  may,  indeed,  ask,  with  the  Jewish  Ruler,  '''How 
can  these  Things  be  ?" — but  we  must  despair  of  all  Ahu 
lity  to  comprehend  them,  until  we  **  know  as  we  are 
known/' 

All  our  Conceptions  of  th^  Deity  must  be  inadequate, 
and  the  Language  in  which  those  Conceptions  are  con» 
veyed,  must  partake  of  the  same  Imperfeetion.-^The 
Scripture,  as  the  Word  of  God,  is  the  only  Rule  of  Faith* 

<*)    '^  -. --Art  thou  sbeckpd  at  Mysterie$7 

'*  The  grfatest  thou,"— ^-        «r--T        •"^ 
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tbeAsdveis  will  iiot»  for  this  ReaMn,  denptk^ 
there  is  a  God. 

What  we  cannot  comprehend,  it  is  in  Vain 
and  foolish  to  attempt  to  bring  within  our 
Comprehension: — But  our  Belief  of  what  we 
cannot  comprehend,  may  be  founded  on  Evi- 
dence that  we  can  comprehend,  (sufficient  at 
least  for  the  Purpose)  and  cannot  but  assent 
to.— Such  are  the  Truths  of  Natural  Religien, 
and  those  of  Revealed^  if  fairly  examined.-—* 
Let  us,  then,  submit,  adore,  and  be  silent.  {*) 


^*  What  less  than  Wonders  from  ihe  Wonderful : 
**  What  less  than  Miracles  from  God  can  flow,* 

"  Admtt  a  God ^That  Mystery  Supreme; 

**  That  Cause  uncaused  !   all  other  Wonders  cease* 
**  Nothing  is  marvellous  for  him  to  do. 
«<  Deny  Iltm--and  all  is  Mystei^  beside.'' 

(*)  **' In  Pride,  in  reas'ning  Pride,  t)ur  Error  lies; 
^'^^  An  would  be  Gods,  and  rush  into  the  Skies* 

'^  Not  deeply  io  discem^  not  mue^  to  know ; 
**  .Mitnkind  was  bo»  to  wonder  and  adore* 


^*  Who  worsbip  God  shall  find ; — Humble  Love,  and 
not  proud  Heason,  keeps  the  Door  of  Heayen. — ^Leye 
finds  Admtssion,  where  proud  Science  fails."— Divine 
Knowledge    is    voit  readily  and  abondantly  coinmu- 
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Again,  caa  any  One  comprehend,  in  wbsft 
Manner  the  Freedom  of  the  human  Will,.  an4 
the  controlling  Power  of  an  Almighty  Provi- 
dence co-exist  together  ?  Yet,  that  they  do 
co-exist,  is  generally  believed.  (*) 

All  Men  acknowledge  the  Omnipresepice  of 
God ;  but  who  can  explain  howy  and  by  what 
Means,  or  in  what  Manner,  He  can  be  pre- 
sent in  all  his  infinite  Perfections,  equally  pre- 
sent, at  the  same  Instant  of  Time,    in  every 

nioalad  to  those  Miodit    vhiob    aro  least  possessed  .by 
Pirejudice,  or  hj  »o  Opieioo  of  superior  Wisdom. 

(*)  The  Compatibility  of  the  Prescience  of  God,  witii 
the  Free-u&|;eBoy  pt  Man,  we  can  neither  disbetieFe,  not 
reject,  iior  even  donbt  of  it*  Impossible  (or  i:elher 
incomprehensible)  as  it  may  appear  to  us,  the  Reasons 
for  our  belieying  it  far  out-weigh  those  that  may  incline 
ns  to  reject  it*        > 

If  we  believe  the  frmdetut  of  Ood,  and  deny  the 
Trecr Agency  of  Man,  we  must  deny  his  KefipoaajbiUty 
also : — ^if  we  believe  the  Free-Agency  of  Man,  and  deny 
the  Prescience  of  6ody  we  must  deny  his  Omniscience  also  : 
— In  the  flnrt  Case,  we  make  God  the  immediate  Author 
andCanse  of  Evil; — in  the  Second,  we  deny  htm  to  be 
the  Author  or  Cause  of  any  Thing  whatever^  Man  does 
not  the  Worksj  hecause  God  knows  them«  but  Gt>d  fore- 
knows  them,  because  Man  will  do  them.  To  hipi  all 
Theiights,  as  well  as  sll  Aetions,  arelcnoWn. 
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Part  of  tlie  Creation,  and  the  whole  Spa^  of 
Unknown  Existence  : — How  this  catt  be  effected, 
wfe  are  Enable  to  conceive ;  yet  we  confess  lliat 
*""  He  is  labout  oar  Path,  and  about  our  Bed, 
and  spieth  out  all  our  Ways." 

But  why  do  we  consider  what  regards  the 
Essence  and  Perfections  of  the  Deity  only  ? — 
Is  there  no  Mystery  in  any  Thing  beneath  his 
infinite  Nature  t — Is  not  the  Observation  as 
true  as  it  is  trite  and  common,  that  every  Thing 
around  us  is  full  of  Mystery? — ^We  are  a  Mys- 
tery to  ourselves.  *^We  have  tad  Sort  of  accu-^ 
rate  Conception  of  the  Nature  of  that  tJnioA 
which  subsists  in  our  own  Persons,  between 
the  Body  and  the  Soul;— between  giross  coiri- 
poreal  Substance,  ahd  invisibte  immaterial 
Spirit. 

This  Union,  with  all  its  singular  Phenomena, 
has  be^n,  still  is,  (and  we  believe,  we  may  with 
Safety  Bay,)  ever  will  be,  an  inscrutable 
Mystery. — ^The  same  may  be  said  of  the  infe* 
rior  iPjart ;  yea,  of  the  whole  Creation ;  All  i§ 
Mystery. 

Now,  if  Things  are  thus  mysterious  in  .Re- 
ligion and  Nature;  it  is  no  reasonable  Ob-* 
jection  that  we  dip  not  fttljy  .^omprebignd  them  ? 
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Because  all  Mysteries,  in  vlatt  Kind;  ijoeyer,^ 
whether  in  Religion  or  Nature,  so  far  as  they 
are  Mysteries,  are,  for  this  very  Reason,  in- 
comprehensible. 

I  shall  quote  here  one  Instance,  as  recorded 
in  St  Matthew,  as  taken  from  the  110th. 
Psalm ;  as  it  at  once  proves  the*  Doctrine 
before  us,  and  Silences  the  Objection  of  our 
not  fully  apprehending  it. — They  are  the 
Words  of  Christ  himself,  (viz.)  •'  What  think 
ye  of  Christ  ?  Whose  Son  is  He  r^  The  An- 
fewer  immediately  was,  "The  Son  of  David.'* 
^*  How  then,"  replied  our  Saviour, "  doth  David, 
in  Spirit,  call  him  Lord  ! — If  David  then,  call 
him  Lord,  how  is  he  his  Son?" 

The  Question  perplexed  and  silenced  the 
Pharisees ; — **  No  Man  was  able  to  answer 
him  a  Word:" — and  it  must  for  ever  confbund', 
and  ought  to  silence  all  those,  who  deny  that 
Jesus  possessed  any  Nature  superior  to  that 
which  he  derived  from  David,  or  any  Exist- 
ence previous- to  the  Time,  when,  by  his  Birth 
mto  the  World,  he  became  David's  Son.  —The 
only  simple  aod^  satis&,ctory  Answer  to  the 
Question  is  to  be  found  in^  the^  Distinction  of 
Nature,  for  which  we  contend.  His.  name. 
w:a8  **  Imnumuel ;'  and,  he  Mrai^.  thus,  at  dpce. 
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the    Root,   and  the  Offspring  of  David:-— 
David's  Son,  and  David's  Lord. 

To  assure  us  that  a  Thing  really  is,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  us  to  knew  the  Manner,  How 
it  is,  or  can  be ;  but  only,  that  it  is  not  im- 
possible, and  that  we  are  assured  that  it  is: 
Particularly,  and  in  Reference  to  the  Case 
before  us. 

Jesus  Christ  being  proved  to  be  the  Som 
of  God,  the  necessary  Consequence  i%  that 
every  Thing  he  taught  us,  comes  to  us  with 
the  Weight  and  Sanction  of  Divine  Authority, 
and  demands  from  every  sincere  Disciple  oi 
Christ  implicit  Belief  and  iioplicit  Obedi- 
ence. 

We  must  not,  after  this,  pretend^  -(as  is  aow 
loo  much  the  prevailing  Mode,)  to  select  jusit 
what  we  like  in  the  Gospel,  and.  lay  aside,  all 
the  rest ;  to  admit,  (for  Instance,)  the  morJl 
and  preceptive  Parts^  and  rqject^l  those  Sab- 
lime  Doctrines,  which  are  peculiar  fto  the 
Gospel,  and  which  iorxn  the  Partition  Wall 
between  Christianity   and  Natund  Itsligioi^ 

This  is  assuming  a  Ijiberty,  and  creating  s^ 
D«itinction,  which  no  Believer  in  the  Divine 
Ajithority  irf  om*  liord  can,  xm  any  Ground^ 
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justify.  Chrisi:  d^i^r^  all  h^s^  Doctri^ci^^  as 
wM  m,  his  Frecepts,  in  the  Name  of  Qp^., 
r^He  reqiiired  that  all  of  them,  without  £^*. 
ecf^ion,  should  be  Feceivod. — H^  l^th  gi?e^i, 
no  Maa  licence  to  adopt  jvst  as  much,  or. 
aft  little  of  tjhem  as  hq  thinks  6X.  Hci  ^ti^^ 
antfaorized  no  hwu^JU  Being  Ui  ackl  t«»  oi> 
diittiai«h  from  it« 

All  Scripture  fs  given  ••  by  Inspiration  ot 
God,/'  and  is,  therefore,  of  equal  Authority. 
The  divine  PeU'-men  were  not  HistorianSi, 
that  framed  thetr  own  Sentiments ;  but  ivrote 
as  they  were  taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost: 
**  For  Prophecy  came  not  in  old  Tftne  by 
the  Will  of  Men ;  but  holy  Men  of  God 
upake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost." 

The  whole  Bible,  therefore,  is  **  The  Word 
of  God  r  **  for  God  hath  spoken  by  the  Mouth 
of  all  hfs  Prophets  since  the  World  began.^ 
Jesus  Christ,  and  Salvatfon  in  his  Name,  h 
the  Sum  arid  Substance  of  ifhe  whole  Bfble. 
He  was  promised  by  God  in  the  Beginnhig  i 
and  it  was  of  him  both  Moses,  and  the  Pfo*' 

]^ftAs«n4:A909ti«iirrQU)t  For  ''t»  ymgtve 

nH.thfl  ?p>ptet*  Wit»ew-" 
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Those,  therefore,  who  deny  the  DiVinity' 
of  Jesus  Christ,  disapprove  of  the  Testimony 
of  God  by  his  Prophets,  because  they  spake 
of  Christ  as  Jehorah,  as  **the  true  God,  and 
eternal  Life:"  and  at  the  same  Time  aiSect 
to  believe  the  Gospel,  because,  (as  being  them- 
selves mere  Rationalists,)  they  can  fully  un- 
derstand what  is  there  said  of  the  Humanity 
of  Christ. — But  did  they  believe  the  Gospel 
indeed,  they  would  take  it  whole  and  entire : 
for  the  Evangelist^  declare  publicly  that  Jesus 
Christ  made  all  Worlds  —  that  he  had  all 
Things  that  the  Father  hath  —  that  he  hath 
Life  in  himself,  and  giveth  Life  to  the  WorlcU 
and  quickeneth  whom  he  will.  To  those 
who  believe  that  a  mere  Man  can  do  all  this, 
we  must  not  say,  **  O  ye  of  little  Faith." 

We  would  observe  further,  that  Christ  con- 
tinually appeals  to  the  Old  Testament  for  a 
Witness  concerning  himself:  and  consequently 
it  is  of  equal  Authority  with  his  own  Testi- 
raony*  ,  And  when  both  Testf^ments  were 
completed^  God  sets  hip  Seal  to  the  whQle^ 
saying, 

*'  ]  testify  unto  every  Man  that  hearetb  the 
Words  of  the  Prophecy  of  this  Book  ;  if  any 
Man  shall  add  unto  these  Things,  God  shall 
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a4d  uutp  hvn  t^«  Plagues  tfafit ««  written  la 
this  SP^k-  And  if  fny  Bjlan  d|aU  taKeaii?ay 
^om  the  Wards  of  the  Book  of  this  Prophecy, 
God  shall  tak«  aw^y  bis  Psirt.oat  of  the  Book 
ofLife," 

Let  us,  then,  never  presume,  in  any  Way, 
to  new-model  the  Gospel,  according  to  our 
own  particular  Humour,  but  be  content  to 
take  it  sps  God  hath  given  it  to  iis,  and 
thankfiil  for  the  Blessings  it  contams. -r 
Let  us  admit,  as  it  is  our  bounden  I>u(y^  on 
the  sole  Ground  of  his  Authority,  those  mys- 
terious TrjQths  which  are  far  beyond  the 
Reach  of  any  finite  Understandii^,  but  which 
it  was  natural  to  expect,  in  a  Revelation 
pertaining  to  that  incomprehensible  Being, 
<'The  High  and  Holy  One,  that  inhabiteth 
Eternity/' 

"  Let  us  not  exercise  ourselves  in  great  Mat- 
ters which  are  too  high  for  us  ;  but  refrain  our 
Souls,  and  keep  them  low."  Laying  aside  all 
the  Superfluity  and  Pride  of  human  Wisdom, 
"  let  us  hold  fast  the  Profession  of  our  Faith, 
without  wavering,"  without*  refining,  without 
philosophising.  Let  us  put  ourselves  without 
Delay,  without  Reserve,  into  the  Hands  of  our 
heavenly  Guide,  and  submit  our  Judgments, 
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With  b0tm(tt6«B  etvMente,  tb  hift  t)it«<ftk>&v 
V»h6  *<  i^  ihb  Waj',  tlie  TriMh,  And  tite  Liib/' 
Sluc^  we  kik&i^  ih  yitiiotik  ire  be^ievfe,  natife  it 
h&^  Wtt  tiiftt  vttfiousiy  proved  that  he  is  tite 
Son  of  God,  let  us  not  forget  that  this  giVeft 
Jum^k  Right,  a  divine  Right,  to  the  Obedience 
of  oar  tJaderstandings,  as  well  as  to  the  Obe- 
dience «f  our  Wills  and  Affections, 

Let  tiB,  therafore,  resolutely  beat  down  every 
1)old  Imagination,  <'  every  high  Thing  that  e^<- 
Ulteth  ittelf  ag;^injst  the  Knowledge  «f  God^ 
blunging  into  Gisiptivity  tevery  Thought  to  Uie 
Obedience  of  Christ,  receiving  with  Meekness 
the  in-grafted  Word,  which  is  able  to  sate  onr 
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ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

;■        ■,  ,  r. ..,    .  17  ,;  r-  ,i.  .,        ,n 

Objections  answered. 

.  As  to  the  Ol\}ection»  that  it  is  inoongraous 
and  beaeatk  the  Difuity  of  God  to  be  anked 
to.  the  Humaii  Nature:-^ We  answer^  that 
herein  we  measure  God  too  much  by  ourselves. 

W^  ^*  wlio  MIS  etil/'  iMd  iifti«  9el«k>m  the 
Goodness  to  stoop  beneath  <Mt«i3lt«B  ibt  tiie 
Good  and  Benefit  of  others,  are  apt  to  think 
that  God  hath  no  more  Goodness  neither ;  and 
that  it  doth  not  become  hita.— Btat,  m  ^*  God  iB 
good,  so  he  does  good,  and  his  tender  Metcies 
are  over  all  his  Works."  To  imitate  which  is 
the  greatest  Glory  of  Man.  (^) 

(*)  What  Pliny  said  to  the  Emperor  Tnyaa,  eonoernkig 
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342  On  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 

If  it  appears  b^ieath  the  Majesty,  Power, 
and  Wisdom  of  the  Deity,  that  he  should  con- 
cern himself  with  the  Affairs  of  so  insignifi- 
cant and  unworthy  a  Creature  as  Man,  it  is 
the  more  demonstrative  of  his  Mercy  and  Be- 
navolence,  that  he  condescends  to  do  it — 
which  last  are  as  much  his  Attributes  as  the 
first     . 

If  we  are  his  Creatures,  we  cannot  be 
beneath  his  Regard. 

So  that,  in  Truth,  and  according  to  Right 
Reason,  it  is  no  real  Diminution  or  Dispraise 
to  the  Son  of  God  to  become  Man'  for  the 
Salvation  of  IVfankind;  but,  on  the  Contraiy, 
it  was  a  most  glorious  Humility,  and  ^the 
greatest  Instance  of  the  truest  Good  thdt  ever 
was:  and  therefore^  the, highest  Glpry  in 
•the  Divine  Nature. 


earHily  Kings,  19  much  more  true  of.  the  Lprd  ,of  jOlorj, 
the  great  Kiag  of  Heavea  and  Earth  ; — <<  He  thai  is  at 
the  Top,  and  can  rise  no  higher,  yet  haUi  tbis  one 
Way  left  to  hecome  greater,  hy  stooping  beneath  hidl- 
self;"  which  he  may  fairly  do/  as  '^ being  seovre  of 
his  own  Greatness."  The  lower  any  Being,  be  he  ever 
so  high,  condescends,  to  do  Good,  the  Glory  of  his 
Goodness  shines  so  much' the  brighter. 
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'  In  a  Word,  If  the  Son'  of  God,  for  our 
Sakes,  did  submit  to  a  Condition  which  we 
think  .did  less  become  him,  let  us  not  add 
to  it,  by  lessening  him  for  it;  it  being  rather 
Cause. and  Matter  of  Thankfulness,  than  of 
Cavil  and  Exception.  We  have  Reason  ta 
acknowledge  and  admire  his  Goodness,  but 
none  at  all  to  upbraid  him  for  his  Kindness. 

How,  or  in  what  Manner,  the  stupendous 
Process  of  the  Incarnation  was  conducted,' 
I  am  well  content  to  remain  in  Ignorance. — 
I  believe  that  "  all  Scripture  is  given  by  In- 
spiration of  God;"  and  in  Scripture  it  is 
recorded  of  ^*  Him,  who  was  in  the  Begin- 
ning with  God,  and  was  God,  that  he  was 
made  Flesh,  and  took  our  Nature,  and  was 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary."  But  who  will  dare 
to  pronounce,  that  such  a  Scheme  involves  any 
Itfcon^uity  ? 

It  is,  indeed,  a  Mystery :  a  Mystery  which 
cannot  be  made  comprehensible  to  the  utmost 
Pierfection    of   human    Reason.    (♦)      **  The 


V  (*)  A  Mystery,  is  ^^^  wliichis  possible  to  be,  though 
we  know  not  absolutely  how  it  is ;  and  the  DifiTerence 
between /Aa^  ^  and  an:  Absurdity,  is,  that  the  latter  is  a 
known  Impossibility :  —  This,    to  say  there  are.  three 
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Mj^tery  of  Godliness — God^  manifest  in  tibe 
Flesh.-'  Bat,  is  it  more  mysterious,  than  tkat: 
He>  whom  Thomas  addressed  as  his  Lord  and 
his  €rod;— ^He,  to  whom  Stephen,  nfith  his^ 
dying  Breath,  offered  up  his  Prayers,  and 
commended  his  Spirit; — Hq,  of  whom  the 
Apostle  writes,  ^'  Thou  Lord,  in  the  Begin- 
ning, hast  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  Earthy 
and  the  Heavens  are  the  Work  of  th;y  Hands," 
should  be  buffetted,  spit  uppn,  %QrixireA ,  an4 


Wil     >  I  .!»  '    »        M 


Gods,  or  three  Almighties,  is  a  ContradictioB  in  Tenns, 
and  impossible  to  be ;  and  therefore  it  is  an  Absurdity  to' 
assert  the  Doctride  of  the  Trinitj  ki  sack  a  Manner  as 
Ai^i  aiid  upon  Ihia  Position  :-T'Bat  llutt  there  may  V<i 
three  Per»on$  distinct  m  the  Qpdhead,  i|ltboi)gb  i%  h^ 
Tery  mysterious  \  yet^  as  we  do  not  know  it  tQ  be  impos** 
sible,  it  is  ncf  Absurdity, — So  again, 

To  say  that  God  (as  God)  can  die,  ia  i^  Ab9ai4ily» 
because  it  is  a  known  Impossibility,  as  Immortality  and 
Eternity  are  the  essential  Properties  of  Him  by  whom  all 
Things  subsist,  and  withoot  whipk  he  oeuM  not  be  Goi  » 
•r^ut  yet,  tk^t  h^  might  l^e  ple^^^  tp  i#babi|e  up  AnwM 
Body,  and  that  that  Body,  or  assumed  Humanity,  might 
die,  even  though  inhabited  by  the  Godhead,  is  not  a 
ki(owt  JmpiisiltHlity,  and  though  finani  ita  |>dng  abgre 
tbs  Fawers  «f  QM^v  U^iderAtaiidbig,  it  rtmaina  a  Mjpetefjr 
tP  4is»  yet  it  tf  no  AJisujrdily»  (i«  a.)  .  not  a  knowi  Imqpeso 
mhUity, 
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eracifiedl — Is  it  more  mysterious,  than  t!hat 
the  Authdr  of  Life,  should  he  made  subject 
unto  Death  ?  That  the  Son  of  God's  Love, 
should  become  a  Curse  for  sinful  Man  ?---That 
his  Suflerings  and  Humiliation,  should  be 
made  the  Manifestation  of  his  Glory?  That 
by  stooping  unto  Death,  he  should  conquer 
Death  ? — that  the  Cross  should  lift  him  up  to 
his  Throne  ?  —  that  the  Height  of  human 
Malice,  should  accomplish  God's  Mercy? — 
that  the  Devil,  in  the  Persecutions  raised 
against  our  Lord,  should  be  the  Instrument 
df  his  final  Ruin. 

These  were  Mysteries  in  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Cross,  so  contrary  to  the  confirmed  Pre- 
judices of  the  Jews,  and  so  far  above  the 
Reach  of  Philosophical  Investigation,  that 
they  rendered  the  Preaching  of  the  Cross 
"  a  stumbling  Block  to  the  Jews,  and  to  the 
Greeks  Foolishness."— There  is  Mystery  in  all 
this;  but  who  shall  venture  to  pronounce  that 
there  is  Incongruity  ?—  Humble  as  were  the 
Circumstances  in  which  he  appeared,  we  are 
able  still  to  "  behold  his  Glory,  the  Glory  as 
of  the  Only-begotten  of  the  Father;  fiiU  of 
Grace  and  Truths'—Indeed, 

VOL   II.  2x 
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d4Q  On  the  Divinitu  of  Christ. 

After  kll  we  can  nyi  we  must  allow  that 
God  himself  is  a  b^ter,  nay^  the  best  and  oi|ly 
pempetent  Judge«  what  is  fit  for. him  to  do; 
that  he  needs  not  the  Counsel  of  any,  as  toi 
what  best  becomes  him  in  this,  or  any  other 
Case: — "fiehold,  in  this  thou  art  toot  just.-^ 
God  is  greater  than  Man:  Why  dost  thou 
dispute  against  him  T  For  he  givethno  Account 
of  bis  Matters  to  any/' 

As  to  the  last  Objection, — That  it  is  contrary 
to  many  plain  Expressions  of  Scripture  con- 
cerning Christ,  which  cannot,  by  any  Means, 
be  understood  of  a  Divine  Being  :(*)  We 
bbserve  that, 

The  Socinians  are  for  ever  quoting  those 
Passages  of  Scripturei  which  speak  of  the 
Manhood  of  Christ  ;(t)  as  though  every  De- 


(*)  This  Objection  originated  with  Ariutt  the  Founder  of 
the  Sect  of  Arians,  who  asserted,  that  because  our  Tx>rd 
was  begotten,  there  must  have  been  a  lime  when  he 
wai  not ;  and  consequently  that  he  was  a  Creature. 

(f)  The  Mode  of  Unitarian  Adjustment  exhibits  a 
perfect  Specimen. — **  Christ,  they  say,  being  described 
in  the  New  Testament  as  a  Jtfaii — having  appeared  as  a 
itfon— haying  called  himsdf  a  Jiraii<— having  had  all  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ObjeclioniK  mnswered^  347 

eiaratiaft  of   liis    Humanity  was  a   Distinct 
Benial^fUs  Divinity.  (^) 


^jpddemtsff  |t  Afm -r baypng  Jbe^ii  bpni— hftTipc  li?e4« 
.eaten,  drank,  slept,  convened,  rejeioed,  wept,  suffered, 
jand  died  as  other  Men,  this  is  a  sufficient  Reason  to 
pr^no^n^:^  rhiia  rea^y  si^ch ;  no  htfJkBf  Proof  can  ba 
de^il^d ;  and  the  **  O^ut  probandi,**  they  co^te^flj  liea. 
iprith  UB,  yrhq  niainA«dn  that  .he  was  eoQietlvng  jpD^9f^ 
thai|  Man:"-~Aii4  whatever  Te^ts<;[f  Scripture  can  ba 
adducje^  in  support  of  tliat  Qpin^oi^, — the  Upitariansa « 
(it  is  added,)  pledge  thctms^lTes  to  (diew,  that '  <«  they 
^[e  aU  either  inttrpokUdt  corrupted,  or  inis|(in^erstof»4**' — 
\XL  short,  they  engage  to  g^et  i^d  9f  tfiem,  aqme  W9J 
or  other.  Eitber  the  |?ass|tge  9h9i44  hl^^e  «o  place  iiK 
Scripture ;  QXt  if  M  ^"1^  be  fidijgiijttedf  jt  should  appeigr 
under  soqie  i^fferent  ModificatioQ ;— jpr,  if  the  present 
{(.eadipg  mi^st  be  allowed,  it  lis  wjrongfy  in^rpr^ted  by 
all,  b"t  by  Unitarians  ;  and  |K))Qietiinefi  fivfin  the  Subn. 
^ect  hs^lf  originally  misundei^too^  by  t)tie  inspired  Writer, 
himself;  wntil  at  I/ength,  tbe  Sacred  Volume  is  cp^^-* 
l^letely  di$cbarg2?4  jkf  all  tjiat  exceeijU  t^e  co^Teoiepj^ 
and  portable  Creed  of  the  Unitarians. 

This,  it  will  be  allowed,  is,  in  their  own  lYor^s, 
V  makipg  Sicrip^u^e  toif^  q  W^tfl^^^y  .        . 

(*>  In  aAoribing  Q^ity  4^  our  Qlessed  I/ord,  it  \%  tq 
be  obso^ed.  tl|at  the  ^PP^U^tion  J^f »«  Chrnt  if  giTen 
%ot  him  ifk  Reference  to  bis  ^Aasamption  of  the  hmiam 
Jfatmrpfr->Jbiat,iijdf^,  jijM^^O^iMTHtet  prepif^y 
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About  the  Manhood  of  Jesus  Clu*ist,  thi^m» 
IS  no  Dispute,  it  is  equally  admitted  ;{m  Bothl 
Sides : — and  Proofs  of  it  are  as  valuable  to 
those  who  affirm  his  Divinity,  as  to  ihose 
who  <leny  it.  (*)    Were  there  any  that  denied- 


equivalent  with  that  of  th6  Saviour  annointed,  (Matt.  f.  21.y 
at  Logos  is  interpreted,  **  the  Word"  and  Emmanuel y 
**  God  with  us  :**  —  But  neither  part  of  this  coTrfpound^ 
Appellation,  **  Jesus^  Christ,'^  is  used  In  the  New  T^s-* 
tainent  to  designate  h  i&  Humanity  as  separate  and  dis^^ 
llnct  from  hiff  Deity.— Like  the  Title,  *'  Son  ofGbd** 
(Lukei.  35.)  it  appears  always  to  comprehend,  and  to* 
intimate  the  fFhole  of  his  Ttod-fold  Nature;  being  the 
most  established  and  prevailing  of  those  various  Names/ 
by  which  his  adorable  Person  is  mentioned  in  ^e- 
sacred  Pages :  —  ^here  many  Things  are  ascribed  tohun^ 
which  can  belong  to  his  Deity  alone,  —  many  Things 
t^hich  can  be  referred  only  to  his  Humanity;  and  abnu^^ 
dantly  more,  which  involve  and  demonstrate  his  com-^. 
piex  Nature,  and  mediatoHal  Office ;  -^  Yet,  in  all 
Aese  Assets  of  his  Character,  he  is  alike  denominated 
'*  Jesw  Ckrtstr 

See  Note  (•)  Vol.  i.  p.  476. 

(*)  The  Proofs  of  our  Lord's  Humanity^  when  con- 
nected with  the  Testimony  of  his  Divinity  also,  are  no 
less  Proofs  of  his  being^  the  Messiah. — ^The  Union,  of 
the  tvjof  Natures  is  the  very  Criterion  of  his  Character. 
—Had  Christ  wanted  this  Evidence,  though  coming  ift 
atl'4he  ^ower  of  tke  Highest,  iod  briogiiig  wiA  Mm 
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tlie>  HantaiHt7:  of  Je^us,  Iheir  Qoo<»U0pB 
would  be  to  the  Point — for  they  folly  pJS>Y(t^ 
bis  Manhood,  but  nothing  against  his  God- 
head; iirhich  x)ther  Scriptures  assert  with 
equal  Force  and  Clearness. 

The  Truth  evidently  lies  between,  or  rather 
in  the  Admission  of  his  being  Ood-MaUf^*} 


ertry  other  Credential,  of  h»  being  Ae  Son  of  God  t 
yet  would  he  nof  have  answered  the  Description  the 
Prophets  had  given  of  the  Messiah,  unless,  at  the  same 
time,  he  came  as  the  Son  of  Man.  ' 

How  the  Mankood  xoas  taken  into  God  surpasses  the^ 
Investigation  and  Capacity  of  created  Intellect  Nor 
is  th&  Explanation  of  this  Conjunction  needful  to.  his  . 
People  f  but  only  the  Assurance  of  the  Fact. — In  th^ 
One  Nature,,  he  could  ^t^^isr  as  Man /or  ilf en;  in  the 
other,  he  could  merit  a  God  to  God^  As  Go(/-man,  h^ 
could  reconcile  the  human  Nature  to  the  Pivine,  by 
purifying  it  in  himself,  and  possesses,  and  will  for  ever 
possess,  '<  all  Power  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth  ;"  to  con«, 
duct  his  People  through  every  Sts^ge  of  Time»,  to  the 
Rest,  which  himself  hath  provided  for  them,  in  his  own 
Eternity. 

(*)  The  Term  God-man  is  a  literal  Translation  of  the 
Greek  Qsap^ptowogf  which  is  in  frequent  use  among  the 
ancient  Fathers  of  the  Church.  Suicer  says  of  Epipha- 
oius's  use  of  it :  Epiphanius  in  Ancoratb,  p.  490,  ad 
fuestiottCMf  .4n  Ckmtus  secundum  naturam  hjumantan   sit 
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^*  petted  God,  aitd    |ieffeet    Man/^  in  <tee 
complex;  Person, 

.   If  we  set  o.Qt  witb  thia  Positioi^,    every 
seeming  Contradiction,  as  tp  what  i^  said  o( 


mdorandin  f  ^leganie^  n^pwdH^  djuiv^ii^nfw  e«#c  adorahdimf. 
As  to  the  use  of  the  Eoglish  Term,  all  that  can  be  said 
of  ita  incongruity  is,  thai  the  EDglish  Language  is  less 
capable  of  CojDpositiojDi  than  the  Greek*  With  im  Uoh 
t^an,  th9  iacpngrnity  if  9101^  in  t^e  I^oclria?  fhan  i^ 
^e  Ter9,  ec9c  ^v-^p^joc  W9M  haye  corresponded  mof^ 
exactly  with  oui  Term.  In  ^at  Msnner  the  Oreelli;. 
Fathers  do  use  Gcoc  Aoyoc,  for  which  we  might  say  the 
God'Word,  that  is\  the  Word,  which  was  God.  There 
are  other  Greek  Compounds  connected  with  our  Subject^ 
which  must  be  not  less  inamgrwm  and  oCbnsiTe  to  Hnita- 
rian  Ears :  BcoXoyca,  OcoXoyoci  and  Apvi^artdcoc*  The  First 
of  these  Terms,  in  its  more  appropriate  Ghristian  Sense, 
Means  the  Doctrine  of  Chrises  ikvinity^  DoctntUt  de  Ckrisfo 
Deo,  of  which  Suicer  has  many  Exa'mpljBs.  Sl«  John 
was,  on  account  of  his  Asserting  the  Divinity  of  Christ, 
distinguished  by  the  Title  QtoKoyoc,  which'  is  inade^ 
quately  translated,  the  Divine,  in  our  common  Bibles. 
Apvritn^iOQf  God-denying,  is  another  ineongnffiui  compound 
applied  by  Cains  to  the  Apostasy  that  denied  our  Lord^g 
Divinity.  Theodotus,  the  Unitarian^  was  caljj^d,  fjifij^nyoc 
Tus  apvi^ffideov  avomavicLQ,  the  Leader,  of  the  God'denyn 
Jpostasy, 

Dr.  Carpenter  ^alls  the  Term  Goif-Afiut.unscciptQral^ 
because  it  is  not  found  in  t|ie  Scriptur^n;   fi,nd  con^ 
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him  in  his  respective  Capacities  of  God  hhd 
Matif  (and  where  Heretics  sdways  e&kf&und 
the  Properties  of  the  two  Natures,)  will  receive 
an  easy  Solution  by  an  Application  either  to 
his  Divine,  or  to  his  human  Nature,  as  the 
Context  may  point  out,  ^nd  as  a  ttaoderate 
Share  of  Candour  may  dictate. — ^This  simple 
Process  is  adhered  to  by  the  Orthodox,  and 
returns  an  answer  to  all  the  boasted  Triumphs 
of  the  Socinian,  and  all  his  Efforts  to  prove 
Christ  to  be  no  God^  because  he  may  be 
proved  to  be  Man.  (♦) 


Biden  the  '^Absence  of  the-  Term,  a»  M  Argimi^iit 
against  tbe  Doctrine.^  He  might  as  well  call  Ubiquity 
an  tmscriptural  Term,  and  direct  to  th^  Doctrine  of 
God's  Omnipresence,  because  the  Tenns  Uhiquity  and/ 
Omnipresence,  are  not  in  the  Bible* 

(^)  Mr.  Belsham,  in  his  Calm  Inquiry,  asserts  that  the 
QnestioB,  whether  Christ  be  truly  **  our  God  and  Sa- 
viour," or  a  mere  Man?  b  an  Inquiry  into  a  plain 
Matter  of  Fact.  Any  one,  who  is  .sufficiently  informed 
to  know  what  a  variety  of  Particulars,  remote  from, 
common  Apprehension,  enters  into  this  Subject,  knows 
perfectly  well,  that  it  is  not  a  plain  Matter  of  Fact*, 
though  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  Unitarian 
Belief  in  the  mere  Humanity  of  Christ,  that  it  should 
be  thought  so.  Mr.  Belsham  has  himself  proved  the., 
anUrary  of  hu  Assertion  by  employing  on  this  Question 


Digitized 


by  Google 


352  On  the  Divinity  of  Clirist. 

If  they  would  do    any  Thing  to  the  Bor-. 
pose*  let  them  prove,  not  that  he  was  Man  ; 


an  Octavb  Yoluioe  of  63a  Pages^  If.  Christ  were  a 
mere  Man,  the  Subject,  would  lie  in  a. much  nanower 
Compass.  It  is  the  Multitude  of  Scripture  Testimon]es>. 
which  oppose  the  ITnitarian  Doctrine,  and  which  relate 
to  the  Pre-existence,  Birth,  Miracles,  and  Resurrection 
of  Christ,  to  his  Titles  and  Offices,  and  to  his  Dis- 
oofirses  concerning  himself  and  God  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  has  cost  Mr.  ]3€lsham  the  Labour 
of  a  large  Volume  to  disprove  the  DiTinitj  of  Christ ; 
and  which,  by  the  Labour  of  the  largest,  he  will  never 
be  able  to  accomplish. 

'  You  would  timei  (if  you  could  help  it)'  consult  a 
Physician,  who  is  Ignorant  of  Medicine,  nor  a  Lawyer 
unlearned  and  unpractised  in  his  Profession,  Still  less 
would  you  (it  is  natural  to  suppose),  in  the  much  weightier 
Concern  of  your  Salvation,  trust  the  Opinion  of  any 
One,  whose  Judgment^or  Fidelity  (if  you  were  aware 
of  it)  wa$  discredi^d  by  great  Inaccuracy  or  wilful 
Misrepresentation. 

The  Inaccuracies  of  Mr.  Belsham,  to  which  I  have 
dndeavoured  to  draw  your  Attention,  are  not  slight  and 
casual  Oversights,  but  radical  Defects  which  are  sub- 
versive of  the  whole  Theory  of  Unitarianism.  He  says 
the  simple  Humanity  of  Christ,  or  the  Opinion,  that 
Christ  was  a  mete  Man,  the  Son  of  Joseph  and  Mary, 
was    the    prevailing    Belief  of  the   Primitive    Church. 
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but  ih^  he  was  Man  on/^»— Till  this  is  done, 
they  prove  nothing  more  than  what  every  Man 
acknowledges,— The  Scriptures  they  produce, 
only  prove  the  humcm^  without  denying  the 
Divine  Nature  of  our  Saviour. — If  Jesus  be 
no  more  than  a  Creature^  how  is  it,  that  we 
have  no  Scripture  relating  to  it  ? — There  being 
not  one  Text  that  saith  plainly,  or  doth  so 
much  as  imply  that  Jesus  is  only  a  created 
Being  :  —  Whereas,  innumerable  are  those 
•which  declare,-  in  the  dearest,  and  in  the 
most  positive  Term^,  that  *^  Jesus  *  is  Imma- 
nuel  ;•'— ^*  God  in  the  Flesh"—''  the  First  and 
the  Last" — "the  King  of  Kings— the  Lord  of 
Lords"— the  *a  am,"— **  the  Amen," 

. 1 . 1 : tJ ^ 

This  Opinion  rests  on  the  almost  total  Neglect  of  th« 
first  Period  of  Historical  Evidence  of  Christianity^ — 
Christ's  Testimony  of  himself,  with  the  Attestation  of 
the  Jews,  and  the  Evidence  of  his  Trial;  and  on  the 
Misrepresentation  of  2l  snbsei:iuent  t'eviod, — the  Opinions 
of  the  Fathers  of  the  Primitive  Christian  Church. 

The  Unitarian  Opinion  that  Chrrst  was^  a  mere  Man 
is  fully  confuted^  First ^^  by  Christ's  Declaration  of  him«> 
«elf,  by  the  Attestation  of  his  Contemporaries,  and  by 
the  Evidence  of  his  Trial,  for  which  he  was  crucified ; 
and  Secondly,  by  the  Testimony  of  all  the  Christian 
Fathers  of  the  Three  first  Centuries,  who  maintain,  from 
the  Scriptures^  that  Christ  was  God»  God  of  God,  thf 
tin-preated  and  /eternal  Son  of  God. 
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In  maintaidinip  one  Part,  therefore^  of  tl^ 
right  Faith,  respecting  the  Person  of  Christ, 
Me  shonld  beware  of  being  betrayed,  by  any 
Prattice,  into  the  Denial  of  another,  ^ually 
essential.— The  Truth  lies  in  itaaintaining  the 
Perfection  of  his  Divinity,  as  \vell  as  that  of 
his  Humanity!  and  that  the  t^o  Natures  nnitecl 
make  one  Christ. 

Should,  therefore,  any  particular  Texts  of 
Sorij^ture  be  urged  in  Proof  of  his  being  Man^ 
admit  the  JSyidence,  if  fairly  proved ;  knowing 
that  his  Manhood  was  quite  as  necessary  for 
the  Work  he  undertook,  as  bis  Godhead. 

«'  It  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  nnto  his 
Brelhretf*  in  the  Flesh,  and  to  take  Flesh 
and  Blood,  of  which  the  Children  of  Men 
were  all  Partakers ;  that,  in  the  very  Na- 
ture that  had  sinned,  he  might  make  Satis- 
faction for  Sin^  to  the  Law  and  Justice  of 
God{  and  also  be  made  '^a  merciful  and 
laithftil  High-Priest,  in  Things  pertaining 
to  God,  to  make  tleconciliatton  for  ^the  Sins 
Of  the  People.''  (♦)    O !  the  Depth,  both  of 

(*)  Whit  we  eontead  for,  is,  the  Expediency  of  the 
Vt>dktad  itt  tTttion  with  the  Munhood,  to  render  fh6 
Person  of  Jesus  Christ  competent  to  fhe  Office  of  a 
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the  Wisdom  ami  l^wledga  qf  God  1  '*  Qovr 
unsearchable  are  Im  JudgmenU;^  and  his  Way? 
past  finding  out !" 


Mediator,  and  tkal  be  really  posnes^ed  Both.  And,  so 
important  we  conceive  this  Point  to  be«  sp  cjearly 
proved,  and  so  ananswerably  certain,  that  we  must 
request  again  and  again,  and  do  insist  upon  it,  with  a 
Warmth  of  Expression,  proportionate  to  its  infinite  Con- 
seipiebee,  that  unlets  Christ  did  aetually  unite.  In  bis 
Saered  Person,  the  Divine  and  the  Homan  Nature,  we 
c»iiuot  see  in  what  Seise  be  oan  he  eousideved  as  « 
Sibdiator,  or  what  Value  sseh  a  MediatioD  can  be  to 
hie  People, 

The  Uiipo  of  Nature^  io  Christ  is,  wKlpubtedlyi  •  Miri" 
tery  which  no  buman  Faculties  ean  adequately  compre- 
bend;  but  we  can  distinctly  see  that  the  Redity  of  this 
Union  is  so  expressly  revealed  in  Scripture,  that  we 
must  believe  it,  or  reject  the  Authority  of  Seriptare  al- 
together, and  thus  reject  tbe  clear  6videnee,  and  the 
most  important  Trutbs  of  Pivipe  ReveIatiQ9;^or,  if  we 
still  attempt  to  scknowjedge  th$Lt  4uthQrityj|  4nf[  yet  re« 
]pci  the  Doctrine,  w^  sbsll  b^  invplved  in  inextricable 
Confusion  and  Perplexity,  and  must  abando9  all  ra* 
tional  Rules  of  interpretation,  and  represent  the  dif- 
feregt  Peris  of  Diving  Jlevelntioo  as  irreconcilaWy  op- 
posed to  e^icb  otber;  — wbil^,  admitting  this  Unigp  of 
Natures  in  Christ*  we  see  the  whole  ScheR)^  to  be  ^pn- 
sisteiit  i^n^  upifonn, 

Had  He  been  ed^  Ged,  Aere  would  have  been  an  in* 
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As  therefore,  in  the  Person  of  Christ,  th^ 
htiman  Nature  was  entire,  and  acted  accord* 
ing  to  its  own  Character:  so  there  was  such 
an  Union  and  Inhabitation  of  the  Eternal 
Word  in  it,  that  there  arose  out  of  That 
a  Communion  of  Names  and  Characters,  as 
we    find    in    the     Scripture.  (*) — These   we 


finite  Distance  between  him  and  Alan;— and  had  he  been 
ofdy  Man,  there  wonld  have  been  an  infinite  Distance  be* 
tween  him  and  God:— Bnt  ''now  in  Christ  Jesus,  we, 
who  were  afar  off,  aie  made  nigh  by  the  Blood  of  Christy 
— for  he  is  onr  Peace,  who  hath  made  both  one^  and  hath 
broken  down  the  middle  Wall  of  Partition  ;*'  or  that  in- 
finite Distance  **  which  was  between  ns." — Besides, 

It  was  necessary  for  our  Mediator  to  be  God  and 
Man,  in  one  Person,  that  the  proper  Works  in  each  Nature 
mi^tbe  accepted  of  God  for  us,  and  relied,  on  by  as,  aa 
the- Works  of  the  whole  Person* 

Bis  Sufferings  were  of  infinite  Value  because  he  was 
Godt  ana  they  may  be  imputed  to  us,  because  he  was 
Man ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  his  Obedience  and 
Intercession* 

(*)  WhoeTer  reads  the  Scriptures,  must  observe  that 
our  Saviour  is  spoken  of  in  Thret  Points  of  View,  (viz,) 
as  God;  as  Man;  and  as  God-man,  the  Mediator. — What 
is  applicable  to  him  in  one  View,  is  not  so  in  another. 
When  we  read,  therefore,  of  his  Godhead,  we  are  Hot 
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are  to  distingtiifth  according  to  the  different 
Natures  intended  in  tbe  Expression;  and 
not  t6  be  <sonfounded  together  ;  or  either  o£ 
them  to  be  taken  in  Denial  of  the  other. 

The  Ideas  we  have  of  what  is  Material^  and 
what  is  SpinttMilf  lea,d  us  to  distinguish  in  a 
Man  those  Descriptions  that  belong  to  his 
Body,  from  those  that  belong  to  his  Mind, 
without  destroying  either. — A  Man  is  called' 
tallf  faity  and  healthy^  from  the  State  of  his 
Body  ; — And  learned,  wise^  and  goody  from  the 
Qualities  of  bis  Mind  : — So  Christ  is  called 
Holy^ — Harmless  J — and  Unde/iled ; — is  said  to 


to  conclude  that  her  is  not  Manr:  for,  **  when  he  cometh 
into  the  World/'  he  saith,  **  a  Body  hast  thou  prepared 
me:" — when  we  read  of  "the Son  of  Man/'  we  are  not 
to  conclude  that  he  is  dot  God  also : — for  Jehovab  sailh 

9 

**  Besides  me  there  is  do  Saviour."  So  also  when  we> 
read  of  his  mediatorial  Office^  We  should  distinguish* 
carefully  between  what  iff  said  of  the  Office  aod  of- 
the  Person  of  Christ;  "rightly  dividing  the  Word," 
without  confounding  either. 

He«  who  suffered,  was,  in  respect  of  his  Person,  the 
Son  of  God; — in  respect  of  his  Office,  the  Messiah; — • 
and  in  respect  of  the  Mature  which  was  the  Subject 
of  the,  PassioDi  *the  Man  Christ  Jesus. 
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lwr«  lieen  born»  suiSerod,  died^  riseiii  and  aa- 
otnded  op  into  Heaven,  io  Rdatiou  to  his  hu- 
man  NatuK :  -^  So  be  is  also  aaid  to  be 
''  in  the  Form  of  God,  —  to  have  created  all 
Things,— to  be  the  Brightness  of  his  Father's 
Glory,  and  express  Image  of  his  Person," 
with  Relation  to  his  Divine  Nature. 

,  Tht  different  Apprehensions  that  we  have 
of  what  is  created  and  uncreated^^^mxxHi  be  our 
Guido  to  direct  us  into  a  R^solutioa  of  those 
various  Expressions  that  occur  in  the  Scrip* 
tvres  concerning  Christ, ''  without  confounding 
the  Personal  or  dividing  the  Substance."  (*) 


(*)  By  <ii9  Niftwe  pf  a»y  TUag,  Sfty«  u  Oppo««iit, 
CMr,  Y(ntuJ  w«  •Ivsys  meau  iu  €Miim.'-^Vlkm , 
Hierefine,  U  19  laid  tb»t  Jenus  Christ  po89ea#«4  both 
a  Ditiae  wd  »  bnnian  I^ature,  it  nmit  bf  mfifuit  tbat. 
h0  poMMBCMi  botb  the  QiMlitiaf  Qi  6pd,  «Qd  thf  Qi»alitfea 
of  M4ii.-*^JBi|t  if  ve  cansidw  vh^  tbe«e  QuftUiien  ^jr^ 
«•  perceive  (then  to  be  tot^ly  iocpmiufttiUe  wUh  oii« 
anedier* 

*«  Tbe  Qualitiea  of  God  are  Eternity ^  Independence,  Im- 
mutability,  entire  and  perpetual  Exemption  from  Pain  and 
Death,  Omniitience,  and  Omnipotence.-'^^  Qualities  of 
Man  are  derived  Existence,  Dependence,  Liability  to  Chamge, 
to  Suffering,  and  to  Dissolution,  compatritive  Weakness, 
and  Ignorance.  •<  To 
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against  the  JDivinity  of  JTequs  Ghridt,  that  it  k 


««To  inaiftlftifl,  tbei«eford|  that  the  naM  Miiid  h 
«ndued  botib  with  a  Divine  «ild  «  httman  Nat«r0>  tetd 
maitiCaia,  that  the  satne  Miml  is  both  tnaitd  and  nn* 
treated  hQVujkntt  and  li|^iit>,  b^th  <fe;»f f«dSM^  luid  Md^ 
pendant^  both  ^hangeahh  and  nnck^ngeabk,  both  tn^rfaf 
aitid  immortnl,  both  susceptiUe  of  P«m  and  incapabh  df 
i^  both  odfff  ^d  io  d//  TAtitg^  and  aoe  ti^/e^  both  aeqiUnfiiH 
with  all  Tklnfs  and  nat  uequninied  with  iktm^  both  4gM^ 
nor  ant  of  certain  Subjects  and  po^ttned  of  the  tnOii  intinutte 
Knowledge  of  them. 

**  If  it  be  not  certain  that  sueh  a  Doctrine  as  this  is  false^ 
there  i^  no  Certainty  on  any  Subject. — It  is  Tain  to  caU 
it  a  Mystery :  it  is  an  Absurdity,  it  is  aa  Jmpossikility^ 
According  to  my  Ideas,  of  Propriety  and  Duty,  by  as* 
iltonting  to  it)  I  should  Culpably  abuse  those  Faetdtits  of 
tJtiderstBadiBgi  which  have  bfeeit  give;!  ne  to  be  employed 
in  distinguishinig  between  Right  and  Wrongs  Truth  and 
Enror.-^Aooording  to  the  Maxims  laid  down  as  the 
fiuides  of  our  Inquiry,  and  aoknowledged  aa  &nda<» 
mental  Principles^  this  Doctrine  could  not  be  established 
even  by  the  clearest  Declarations  of  the  Soriptares.**^ 
Tor  the  Testimony  of  the  JScriptures  Would  not  |brote 
it  to  be  true ;  on  the  contrary#  its  Occnrrence  in  tb6 
Scriptores  woold  prove  them  to  be  fislse.'^  • 

(Yates'e  Vindication  of  Unitarianism,  pages  160, 161.) 
Now  in  ali  this  I  bave  the  Happiness  of  most  entirely 
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jnoQmpatabie  with  tb^  Unity  of  God;  j^  may 
Jieye  j8i#ce    to  reply,  ths^t,  if  it  is  ;  depiouT 


Und  ^^oi^iaUj!^  agreeiug  vHh  ftU  -Oppontpnt. — If  the  Or- 
^thpdox  Poatri|i6  be  a#  it. .is  bere  represented, i^t  it  b^ 
rejected  ai^d  prosorib^d  as  it  deserves^  and-  brau^ed  with 
ATery  :Epithet  that  implies  ^Impic^ty  ^d  Folly^  But 
U'H  f(or/<a.'r- rAnd  what  is  more,  our  Qpponent  know9 
it  ii  not  90 ;  aod  kn^w^  it  at  the  Time,  at  the  Momeut, 
^hea  he  ^as  sketching  and  filliog  up  this  mo&t  hideou^ 
Pjictureif  Having;  finii^d  it,  he  exhibits  it  ta  the  PubT 
}ic  as  th^  Objeet;  of  their  Disgust  and  Aversion.  But, 
on  the  Painter  must  alight  the  Indignatiofi  and  the  Scprn 
of  every  One,  who  is  capable  of  compariug  the  Portrait 
with  the  professed  Original.— Is  it  like?~Like  what? 
^t  has  do  Prototype  in  Naltire.— It  id  the '  monslrdus 
Production  of  a  ifaaliiious  Fancy. ' 

.  The  Proof  is  this.— In  !the  Aoconnt  givten  by  Mr# 
Yates  in  the  latter  part  of  his  W6rk»  of  the  Origin  and 
Progress  of  the  Trinitarian  Error,  he  says,  (page  264>) 
"  In  431,  another  Couneilwas  held  at  Ephesus,  in  which 
it  Was  voted  that  the  two  Natures  of  Christ  make  but  bn^ft 
Person ;  and  in  4&1,  another  was  held  at  €halcedoa» 
ti^  deteiibine  ihat  notwithstanding  tktir  personal  Union, 
the  VMne  dnd  human  Natures  4>f  QhriH  continue  distinct. 
Thus  ike  Doctrine  was  gr^doalli^  brought  t&  thd  State  in 
which  it  has  been  sinoi  received  by  the  reputed  Orthodox J^ 

Mr.' Yates  then  was  perfectly  aware,  that  in  the  System 
of  the  **  reputed  Orthodox,^'  the  Divine  and  human- Natures 
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iA  the  Scfiptitt^,  those,  who  f eceite  the  S^rip- 


in  the  Person  of  Christ,  continue  "  distinct;"  that  is,  (as 
th«  Word  is  explahi«d  by  thett^i^^  in  iMs  CWiMtidn) 
that  tbey  ftre  mii(ed  but  not  confbund^  ;  thlt  tAc^  peoulkM^ 
Fro^yeiiiie^  of  the  fof  mef  are  not  oonmMytosilcjd  tatbe  Utkftg 
nor  those  of  the  latter  to  the  form^^^^thaf  Cbie  Fni^til 
*'did  not  ponsist  in  the  Transmutation  of  the  Diyine  into 
the  human  Nature,  or  in  the  blending  of  one  with  the 
other;  but  in  the  Assumption  of  t!he  human  Mature  into 
a  close  and  mysterious  Conjunction  with  the  Divine,  which 
produced  oo  Alteration  in  either,  but  united  them,  in  a 
Manner  to  u»  incomprehensible,  as  one  Principle  of  Ope- 
ration in  the  Accomplishment  of  Redemption.'' 

Mr.  Vaies  knew  this.-  tie  c6titA  ddt  Bdt  knoiT  Hi 
for  it  is  most  distinctly  and  clearly  stieitdd  ftt  thtf  Cf()tt- 
foMicNM'aod  Creeds  of  Um  Proteatant  Churches,  Why, 
tkea,  has  Mf.  Yates^  in  the  above  Extract,  sacrificed 
Trftth  for  the  Sake  of  a  pointed  Antithesis  ?— Why  hat 
be  given  tha^e  a  l&tatement  of  the  Views  of  his  Oppo- 
seats  diamatricatly  opposite  to  what  be  knew  to  be 
tbe  Vi^ws  tbey  hold  7  He  has  enumerated  the  Pro- 
f^A^  of  Godf  and  the  Properties  of  Man  ;  and  them^ 
lilstead  of  k^eping^  them  distinet,  be  has  represented 
the  System  of  Trinitarians  as  ascxibing  these  opposite 
and  ine^mpalibie  Properties-  to  the  same  Mind  ;  as*  if 
%i^y  held.  ih»  Doetriiie  of  tbe  kuman^  Soul  of  Jesus  pos- 
seaMg  the  Attfibift«ki  of  hia  Divine  Naturg,  or  his 
Di$m(  Naktrg  the  Qualities  of  hia  famnan  Sout  See 
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tares  as  the    unquestionable .  Standard ;  of  re-.. 
Ijgious  Truth,  are  bound,  In ^ Consistency  with 


See  a  due  Distinction  observed,  at  Page  5t. 

That  .Mr.  Yate^  was  fully  conscious  at  the  Time,  tbatr 
the  View  he  waB«giving  was.afalse  One,  appears  pretty t 
clear,  even  fron\  some  Parts  of.,  the  Context  of  thestrange 
£ztraet  quoted  above. 

In  the  Conclusion  of  that  Extract,  he  says  : — '^  Accord- 
ing to  the  Maxims  laid  ^own  as  the  Guides  of  our  Inquiry, 
and  acknowledged  as  fundamental  Principles,  this  Doc- 
trine could  not  be  established  even  by  the  clearest  Decla- 
rations of  the  Scriptures. — For  the  Testimony  of  the  Scrip- 
tures could  not  prove  it  to*  be  true ;  on  the  Contrary,  its 
Occurrence  in  the  Scriptures  would  prove  them  to  be 
false." — Yet, in  the  next  Paragraph  on  the  same.Page^^he 
thus  expresses  himself:— 

^  Nevertheless,  if  we  find  in  the  Scriptures  the^unintel-. 
ligible  Proposition,  that  in  the  Person  of  Christ  Jesus,  a 
Divine  was  united  with  a  human  Nature  ; — or  if  this  As- 
sertion be  uttered  in  these  Terms,  and  declared  to  ex- 
press a  Truth,  by  an  accredited  Prophet,  we  shall  |^ve. 
our  implicit  Assent,  presuming  that  it  is  understood  by  the . 
Pi^ophet  who  pronounces,  the  Apostle  who  writes,  or  the 
God '  who  dictates  it" — Now,  what  -  is  this  hot  to.  »ay.  If 
the  TrinitariafCs  Doctrine  he  asserted  in  the  Scriptures,  we 
toill  believe  it  ?    Is  Mr.  Yates,  then,  prepared  to  give<"  tm- . 
plicit  Assenf  to  a  Propositiouy  **  the  Occurrence  of  which  • 
in  the    Scriptures    would   be    sufBcient  to  prove    them* 
fstlse  T"—  It  does  not  ^belong  to  me-  to  make  out  the  Consis*. 
teoey. 
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Itemselyes,  to  receive  alike  those 'two  corordi- 
nate  'DoetriiUds  of  the  Bible. 

Tfaat-tbe  Unity  of  God  is  there  revealed,  np 
one  wilj  b^  disposed  to  dispute; — and  that 
ihe  Deity  of  Jesus  Christ  is  also  there  re- 
yealed,  we  must  now  be. permitted  to  assume 
^s  demonstrated : —Jesus  CJirist,  therefore, 
while  he  is  confessedly  a  dtstinct  Person,  ^i^t 
be  essentially  (howeveir  iijicomprehensibly).  '^One 
with  God ;"  and  similarly  "  God  with  him'' 

'Thxs  is  what  he  has  himself  expressed  with 
an  unimproveable  Simplicity  —  ^^  I  and  the 
father  are  Ow?;"— And  the  Evangelist,  "2%e 
Word  v)M  with  Gody  and  was  God'' 

The  Unity  of  God,  then,  as  exhibited  in  hia 
own  Revelation,  must  be  simply  regarded  as 
a  specific  and  a  mysterious  Union ;  which, 
as  it  could  n^ver  have  been  discovered,  and 
can  neyer  be  properly  comprehended*  is  re- 
ceived eniij-ely  on  the  Testimony  of  God 
himself, — "  If  we  receive  the  Witness  of  Men 
the  Witness  of  God  is  greater;  and  this  is 
the  Witness  which  God  hath  testified"  in 
the  Case, 

To  represent  the  Belief  of  our  Saviour's 
Peity,  as  involving  the  Peni^l  of  the  Divine 
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Unity;  hti^fm^^^Ctdwrni^hriheFftpi^^^t 

Alarm,  which  exists  duly  in  the  JawigiiMtlo«i«rTr 
The  firmest  Adhereot^  to  the  Divijiity  of  Jepus 
Christ  are  the  genuine  Worshippers  of  the  only 
true  God. — ]Vever  can  the  Drvine  Unity  be  in- 
vaded by  the  Doctrine,  that  the  Father  and 
Son  "  are  Qne^ — To  ^libstitnte  an  Arithme- 
fical  Sophism  for  the  Docility  of  an  earnest 
F^jtli^  where  eternal  Truth  is  the  Object  pro- 
{^Q^edy  11^  in4e^9  a  ^^plorable  ^elf-D^Iu^ion. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PART  XlfIL 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Obf€cH&ms  answered. 

BtsxoKs  the  g^neml  Hewda  wa  b»ye  ex** 
aminedy  as  brought  by  our  Opponents,  in  Ob- 
jection to  the  Doctrine  before  us,  the  Divinity 
of  GhriiA ;  there  are  some  particular  Texts  and 
Cfrcumstanees,  i!i4iich  they  affirm  as  congenial, 
if  not  express,  jn  Confirmation  of  their  Posi- 
tion. (*)  1  shall  speak  to  the  Chief  of  them. 


(*)  tie  ih9t  wpid4  di^oeiTe  »  QlmMw,  cap.  «f»ld99 
d9  )ii»  W^rk  «ffi^u»Uy  w'^h^^t  ^  fithk  in  Ms  Hwd; 
a  C<iB9i4^r»tiw  wfakb  ivay  Mp  99  U»  a  Sight  vf  tbf» 
Cfmsi^q^eiicQfl^  if  Pewous  w^re  pef«HU«4  U>  temk  with» 
Wt  «By  fi^vioo^  Inquiry  tWi^mi^s  ^^  jr^igiou* 
Smljoimtii*  »»4  f»o  atlpired  io  itako  Ae  fism^  Iib?r^j 
either  through    JMistake,  Qf   fll  iliieftigA«    W»  HfHMl  4ffkf(l^ 
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The  First  is,  That  "the  Prophets  uni- 
formly  speak  of  the  Appearance  of  the  Mes- 
siah, as  an  Event  which  was  to  take  place 
at  some  future  Period.'* 

Of  this  Appearance  'Of  the  Messiah,  of 
his  coming  in  the  Flesh,  of  his  State  of 
Humiliation,  when  he^hould  become  "  a  Man 
of  SorrOiii^s,  ami^acqHarated  wkfr  Grief,"  they 
certainly  did  speak  as  of  future  Events : — 
Bnt  sorely  this  Admission,  does  not,  in  the 
slightest  Degree,  icivalidate  the  Fact  of  his 
oceasicmal  Appearances,  of  the  Pr^ludio: 
Incamatianis ;  of  his  being  the  Mediam  of 
Gommuiiiciisbfioti'  between  Ib^  Fstben^atid  ^fioly 


ly '  die  <  Arcfa-Decevf  er  in  the  Witderii««9» !  (Mflttt .  i?.  6«) 
yrki^'newtr.  neajit  to  use  tbe  ^copturefor  E4ificatio)B| 
but  only  for  Destnietion;  not  to  «pply  it  ^s  an  lor 
strament  of  Good,  but  to  turn  it,  at  far  as  he  was  abk;, 
into  an  Instrument  of  Evil. 

The  Bible  was  given  us  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  iipbn  Earth':  as  the  Book  "of  Sta- 
tutes fn  ^diis  Ringd<$m*1»'  intended  to  secure  the  Attv 
thority  6f  the  Obtenlmeiit,  together  with  ^  the  Peace, 
Life,  and  Prosperity  of  '  etei^  Individual : — ^^  and 'we 
want  no  Prophet' to  foreshow  us '  the  •Conse<).aences^^  if 
air  the  Mbk-'CdHtcntB  in  the  ^Natioft^wetre  allowed  40  4Nr 
public  Interp^tera  of  die  Laws. 
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(^bjeetioM  Answered^  ^  2(67^ 

MeUj  ander.tiie  old  Testament ,  Dii^eiusatipn, 

as ^ the  AoyOff-  Ev  "Mfipi^rf  9cov. , 

Another. Objection  is,  that' tte  New  Tes- 
tament unequivocally  represents  the  Birth  of 
Christ,  "when  the  Fulness  of  Tiiiie  was  come,'* 
as  his  first  Appearance,  upon  Earths  His 
first  Appearance,  as  **  the  Seed  of  a  Woman, — 
as  the  Child  that  was  born, — as  the  Son  that 
was  given  unto  us^ — as  Immanuel, — as  Jesus, 

— as   the-  Aoyoc  ly  Mop^riAovKov^  ev  ofioiwiri'ApBpiairtivl- 

— This  is  the  only, Sense  in^  which,  the  Birth 
Qf  Christ  can  be  allowed  to,  biC  his  first  Ap- 
pearance^ upon  ^  our  Earth,  is  evident  from 
the.Cautipn  of  our  not  tempting  Christ,  as  the 
Israelites  tempted  him  in^  the  Wilderness,. 
(1  Cor,  X*  9,)  "  A  considerable  Text  (observes 
the  pious  and  learned  Doddridge)  in  P^'oof 
of  Christ's  Residence  in  the  Wilderness,  with 
the  Church,  as  "the  Angel  of  God's  Pre- 
sence/* 

Again;  another  Objectionis,  "  that  the  Law. 
was.  given  by  the,  Disposition  of.  Angels,  (Acts 
vii..  53..  GaU,  iii..l9.)     in*  Contradistinction; 
to  the  Gospel;   "which  was.  given,  by    the. 
Ministration  of  Jesus.  Christ." 

It  seems ^  e.vident   from  these.  Texts,    that 
God  made  use  of  Angels,  as  Instruments  of 
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ibfthitfg*  the  Voice  heafd -fr^mUfauttt  Sfcrai. 
But  the  Texts  (Acts  Yii.  53,)  is  pfop^rly 
rendered,  ^'through  Ranks  qf  AngiV  ("c 
Aiarayac  Ayy«Xwy,)  that  notbJBg  caB  be  Urged 
from  hence*  but  that  they  graced  the  Solem^ 
^ity  with  their  Pregence ;  add  that  OarvaH, 
as  the  Angel  of  God's  Presence^  prelddedi 
while  Troopa  of  Angels  assisted  :--(a8|  inde* 
pendent  of  these  Texts  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, it  is  certain  they  did :  Psalm  Ixviii.  17.) 

In  Support  of  this  Objection,  H^b.  i.  2.  has 
frequently  been  adduced ;— but  rt  famishes  no 
Argument  that  God  did  not  speak  by  Christ 
before  ;  but  only  that  it  was  not  in  so  clear 
and  express  a  Manner. 

The  Terms  are  not  exclusive,  and  there  is  a 
wide  and  very  material.  Difference  between  the 
Mode  in  which  Jesus  Christ  was  manifested  to 
the  Patriarchs,  and  the  Prophets;  and  that  in 
which  he  conducted  his  personal  Mfnistry 
among  Men ;  betvrasn  \im  tntisieiit  aad  nfys- 
teri^tts  Appterance  in  bis  pre^exJMoit  State^ 
«id  hid  nu>re  open  and  familiar*  IntcircourBe 
during  hif  Abode  on  Barth. 

As  to  the  Texts  of  Scripture  which  they 
tdduc^  in  Favoof  of  their  Pbe^tion^  they  are 
as  fallow  r 
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Finat,  That  God  i$  repeatedly,  ia  Scfiptnmi 
called  '^the  Father  f,  and  .coai^eqaeatly,  thai 
the  Father  is  the  ooly  tru«  God.         . 

Mow  supposing  it  granted  (and  there  ari^ 
few  Trinitarians,  it  is  presqmed/  who  will  be 
disposed  to  Question  it)  that  the  Appellatiosi 
**  The  Fathevy^  is,  iii  various  Instances,  used^ 
in  the  Scriptures,  as  a  ^Designation  simply  of 
the  Deity  ^  the  Godhead^  jUie  One  Supreme. 

This  abundaiitly,  proves  that  ^' the,  JPatJier"*, 
is  an  Appellj^tion  of  the. One  only  God;  the 
Supreme.  £)6i(;y :— but  by  no  Means  proves  that 
jn.the  One  only  God,  t^e  Supreme  Deity^ 
there  exists  no .  Distinctiopn  of  Persons  :r-an4 
fill  tliis  is  proved,  it  is  nothipg  to  the  Purr 
pose  against  the  Truth  of  pur  Argmnen^, 

^  Nay  furUier;  ih  inany,  pertiapis  in  by  far 
fhe  greatest  Nutnberof  the  Passages  in  which 
the  Appellation,  ^  the  Father''  dc^rs,  it  is  an 
Appeliatjon  of  Distinction  from  the  Son,  to 
^iriibm  there  is  either  jstn  ex^^sadd,  w  an  obi 
▼iously  implied  Reference,  as  partaking  of  thct 
Nature  and  Property  of  the  Father^  '''God  of 
God,  very  God  of  very  God ;  begotten,  not 
piade^  being  of  4)i)e  Substance  witb  the  Fa-» 

yox  II,  3  4 
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ther ;.  who,  although  he  be  God  and  Mail ;  yet 
he  18  ..not  two,  but  one  GhriBt/'-^A  Father 
cannot  be  without  a  Son ;  neither  can  a  Son 
be  without  a  Father,  Christ,  therefore,  as  the 
Son  of  the  Father,  partook  of  the  Nature 
and  Essence  of  God  his  Father,  which  was 
from  Everlasting:  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  pro- 
<&eeding  from  Both,  make  up  the  Comple-. 
m'ent  of  the  Trinity, 

Excellent  to  this  Purpose,  is  the  Doctrine 
in  our  Creed.—  "  The  Godhead  of  the  Father, 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  lioly  Ghost,  is  all 
one;  the  Glory  equal,  and  the  Majesty. co- 
eternal/' — Again,  *^  The  Fattier  is  God,  the 
Son  is  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  Ms  Go^; 
and  yet  they  are  not  three  Gods,  bqt  ope 
God.  So  likewise  the  Father  is  Lord,  the 
Son  Lord,  and  the  ,Holy  Ghost  Lord ;  ,and 
yet  not  three  Lords,  but  one  Lord.  The 
Father  eternal,  the  ,  Son  eternal,  and ,  tliie 
Holy  ^  Ghost  eternal ;  and  yet  they  ,  are  not 
three  Eternals,  but.  one  E^mal ;"  as.  partaking 
together,  of  the  One  and  saime  Essence,  which 
"was  from  Everlasting. — Again,  f^the  Father,  is 
made.of  none:  neither, created  nor  begotten. 
- 'TheSon.is  of  the  Father  alone ;^ not  ^d^ 
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ti«r  ;  cl^ed,  ^  but  ^  begotten.    (*)     The  Holy 
Gbbst'i^  of  the  Father  and  of  the' Son/  nef  their 


(•')  The  Scripture  spedcs  of  God,  aa  Father  of  alt 
Men ;  and  of  all  that  are  good,  as  his  Sons  :  Good  Chris- 
tiniis  ar^  so  in  li  higher  Sense,  and  Angels  are  liis  Sons 
in  a  Decree  still  superior  to  then  :^But  yet,  all  othei; 
Sonships  are  so  iivDonceivabljr  inferior  to  that  of  Christy 
that  they  are  in  Comparison  as  nothing;  and  He  de- 
serves natirithslandtng  to  he  called,  as  He  several 
Times  b  rta  Scripture,  "  The  Only-begotten  Son  of  God:'' 
which  greatest  of  l^ittes  appears  to  he  his  doe,  on  severd 
Accounts: 

First, -^Because  being  born  of  a  Virgin,  he  had  no 
earthly  Father;  but  was  begotten  of  God,  (y  his  Holy 
Spirit  This'  Iteason  the  Angel  gives,  in  St.  Luke  : — 
"  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee ;  and  the  ^ower 
of  the  filmiest  shall  over-shlftdow  thee:  therefore  diaf 
Holy  Thing  which  shall  be  bom  of  theci  shall  be  called 
ihe  Son  of  God." 

•Secondly,— As  by  Virtue  of  his  high  Offices  6t  'Kingi^ 
Prksi, '  and  'Prophet,  to  'which  fie  was  Unoibfed,  he  rcr 
ceiv^dliigher  Maries  of  'Diilne  Favoixr,  a1id  higher  Ue^ 
greis  of  Divine '  Likeness,  'thain"any  othet  Perftbn'  eve# 
4fd.-*-For , ,  ae  <1ie  Umself  argued  with  the  ^  J6wB|  if ^ '  oii 
Aoco'usDti^ineid  earMy  Ppwer  and  Dignity,  MLen  were 
''  called  Gods,  itnd  'ChiUr^n  of  the  Most«Higb,"  much 
morermight  he,  '^  whoin  the  Father  sanctified^  and  sent 
into '{he  Worid,''  in  so  Vastly  superior  a  Character,  be 
MM,  by 'way  of  EminenVse;  "<'  The  San  of  God:'^AnA 
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nade,  nor  created,  nor  begotten;  but  pro-** 
«eedias."— Thus  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
is  established,  and  made  evident  to  the  meanest 
Capacity. 


tlitis  is  He  accordingly  stiled,  bn  this  Account,  ''  I  will 
be  hiis  Father,  aiid«He  shall  be  my  Son.**—"  Also  I  will 
nake  my  Frst-born  higher  than  the  Kings  of  the  Earth." 

Third]y»~He  is  the  Sqn  qf  6od»  as  bai9g.by  the, 
Power  of  God,  "  the  First-t>egotten  f|x>m  the  Dead ;" 
restored  to  Life,  to  die  no  more ;  for  thus  St.  Paul  ex- 
pressethit:  ''  God  hath  raised  up  Jesus  again^  as  it  ia 
also  written.  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  Day  have  I  begotten 
Aetf.".*    ' 

Fourthiy,-*He  is  so,  by  being  **  Heir  of  all  Things  ;'' 
andy  by  this  Inheritance,  having  obtained  **  tt  mbre  excels* 
(eni  Naaie  ^^an^'  either  Angels  or  Men ;  they  being  a»> 
*l  Servants  in  the  House  of  God,  He  as  a  Son." — But^ 

The  most  important  and  eminent  Sense,  in  which  Christ 
is  the  Son  of  God,  is,  in  Respect  of  hi^  Divine  Nature, 
as  he  derived  his  Being  from  the  Father^  by  an  eternal 
Oeaeration*  thereby  partaking  of  his  Essenee  and  Nar 
tare, ''  begotten  of  the  Father  before  all  Weirlds,  God  of 
God,  Idght  of  Light,  very  God  of  vei^y  God,  begottin^ 
not  made,  being  of  One  Substance  withihe.  Fai^r  %^  net 
as  Creatures,  who  are  made  out  of  nothag,  and  Weib  made' 
by  hind;  but  in  a  Marnier  peculiar  to  himself,  andincoa*- 
ceivable  to  us  ;  by  which  **  all  the  Fiilhess  ofthe  Oed- 
kead  dwells  in  Urn ;"  and ''  He  and  the  Fatherthre/'  i^ 
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Iti  Cm^fintifttian  of  tbd  above,  I.  shall  re-> 
ptai  the  Coorvevsation  between  Philip  and 
our  Lc^,  (John  xiv.  tt-^lO.)  as  folly  ex^^r 
plahiing  this  Matter  from  ^ur  Lord's  oyni> 
Mouth. 

"  Then  said  Philip  unto  him,  *  Lord,  sheW 
lis  the  Father,  and  it  sufficeth  us.' — Jesus 
saith  unto  him,  *  Have  1  been  sb  long  Time 
with  you,  and  yet,  hast  thou  not  known  me/ 
Philip? — He  that  hath  seen  me,  hath  s^en 
the  Father ;  and  how  sayest  thdu,  then,  abev^ 
us  the  Father  t-^Bei\ey^t  thou  not  that  I 
am  in  the  Father ^  and  the  Father  in  me  ?  The 
Words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  I  speak  npt^ 
o^  myself^   but    the  Father    that  dwelleth  in 

me.  He  doeth  the  Works.'  " 

.     .    •  ^   .  .    .  4  '    .      ... 

'  Gbd  dwelling  in  Christ,  performed  the 
mighty  Works  which  he  did%-^Again,..more. 
particularly,  they  object, 

1  Cor.   viii.   6.    **  To  us  there  is  feul  oiie 


the  strictest  Union,  **  One.^ — For  God  was  bis  Father, 
wWh  wbwft  he  bad  64ory  before  the  World  was  :"— And 
B^  *<4b  the  BegiiMiiiig  was  with  6od,  and  was  €kiid/'-^, 
'^  €Mi  met  all,  bleseed  for  tv^t"  See  Y<A.  U  page 
at&.-^Tfae  Deity  of  Christ  (Proved  fr«m  his  Dime:  06« 
aeratiisiij  ' 
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Gcd,:  the  Fatli6rr— ^Oitr  Oppoiieiito  *«pOteri]iw 
little  Bit  of  the  Text,  and  satiiiy  «heto6e|v«a 
with  sajring^  <'. No  'Langiiage  can  ,be  .tome 
expAick/WBot  if  ive  take  .the  :  Woids  in  tbeir 
Connexion,  we  shall  find  them  only  .di^tiii-. 
guishiiig  .Ggd  from  the  false  ^Geds  of .  the 
Heathen;  and  by  no  Means  as  excluding  the 
Son,  or  H^ly  Spirit,  from  bejng  Partakers  of 
the  Divine  Nature.  (*) 

Another 'Point  which  they  set  themselves' 
ijo  prove,  is,^  that  ^' Jesus  Christ  is  not- God; 
but  a  distinct  Being  from  him."  > 

Strings  of  Passages  are  produced,  in  which. 
**  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Ji^us  Christ," 
are  mentioned  together,  in  evident  Dtsttne- 
tian/ram  each  other.  And  to' those  quoted,' 
]  doubt  ndt,;a  great* many  more  inight  foe 
added.  "^  But -suppose  them  multiplied*  indier*' 
finitely,  what  is  it  th^t  isproved  by'^theml- 
Is  it  any  Thing.. more  than  this;  that  th^re 
is  such  a   Distinction  between  God  our  Fa- 


(•)  Tni«ii.Gc(d  i§  eM^"  the  True  CW,''  m^i  ''tie/ 
onfyiTrue  Gocf/'^He  i$  so  deaommated,  ill  4>isft|aetUA 
Horn-  all  faUt  Gods,  from  4he  Idols  lof  the  UeitheD,* 
wiidm  thtt' false  fi(en^4»iou  of  the'  Oentiles  iotroduced.^ 
Compare  2  Cbroo.  zv.  9,  8.    Jet.  x.  10.    iTbes.  \^,9^A  ..- 
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Hketf  ^  and .  our  t'  Lord  Jesus.  Christ,  as  Mdmit$ 
of  thdr  hei^g  spoken  of  as  ttoo  ?'— The.  ad* 
daeimg  of  su^h  Texts  as  Proofs^  of  the^Uni* 
tSiriBp,  Doctrine,  •  proceeds  on.  the  .  Assump* 
tipn^  that  in,  the  Trinitarian  System 'there  ;jflf 
no  such  Distinction  held,  ,as  cpuld^  admits  of 
their  being  so .  mentioned. — ^3ut  surely  they 
know  that  such  an  Assumption. is  unfounded* 
Trinitarians,  they  are  well  aware,  ^  not  only 
ipaintoin  a  Distinction  be^w^en  the  ^JSternul 
leather,  and  the  Eternal  Word,  in  the  N,a-. 
ture  of  Deity  ;  but,  also  ^a  Distinction  between, 
the  Eternal  Father  and  the  Word  made  Flesh, 
the  Divine  Mediator.  In  so  far  as  he  ^was 
Man,  they  have  no  Objection  to  admit ,  the 
Phraseology,  that  he  is  a  distinct  Being 
from  God,  because  the  Human  Nature,  ere-* 
ated,  and,  as  created,  dependent,  was,  and 
still  is,  fin-confounded  with  the  Divine,  and 
cs^n  never  become  a  Part  of  the  Essence  of 
Deity. 

Nothing,  therefore,  can  be. more  futile,  nor 
less  to  the  Purpose,  than  to  bring  forward 
Lists  of  Texts,  which,  so  fiir  as  mereJDis^ 
tinction  is  concerned,  are  equally  applicable 
on  either  Hypothesis. 

Again,  John  v.  19..  from  Whence,  in  th^ 
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utvohgetit-  Maniier,  tbe^  infer  the  afesolatii 
Sapreinacy  of*  the  Father,  and  the  conse- 
qoent  Dependence  6t  the  Son,  as  deriyin^ 
bis  Power  from  the  Father :— The  Words  are 
these,  **  Then  answered  Jesns,  and  said, 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  the  Son  can 
do  nothing  of  himself,  but  what  he  seeth  the 
Father  do :  for  what  Things  soever  the  Father 
doeth,  these  also  doeth  the  Son  likewise ;" — 
which  can  denote  no  more  than  that  he  bad 
no  Disposition,  or  Indination,  in  the  slight- 
est Degree,  discordant  with  the  Purposes  of 
that  infinite  Wisdom,  which  formed  and  di- 
rected his  mediatorial  Mission : — bs  he  saith 
also  in  an6ther  Place— ^'*  I  came  not  to  do 
mine  own  Will  ^  but  the  Will  of  him  that  sent 
me,**  and  as  he  prayed  m  his  Agony,  •*  Fa- 
ther, if  it  be  possible,  let  this  Gup  pass  from 
me ;  nevertheless,  not  my  Will,  but  thine  be 
done."  AH  which  is  to  be  literally  under* 
stood  of  his  Resignation  to  the  great  Office 
he  |iad  undertake^  '*  for  us  Mm,  and  for  our 
$alvation«''  .      ;    .  r 

The  Inability  of  the   blessed   Jesus  to  dq 
any   Thing  from  himself,    was   not  physical* 
Incapacityi  but  was  a  necessary  Part  of'hi«i* 
moral  Perfi9G[t{Q^s.    Agw\^ 
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Aootber  Passage,  t<>  wbic&  Bxcdpitions  tb^ 
tbeir  ParpcNse  are  taken,  is  John  x.    17^  18. 
V  I  laf  doviFHiny  Life,  tRat  I  might  take  it: 
agadn.    No  Man  taketh  it  from  me,  bal  I  lajrr 
it  down  of  myself; — I  have  Power  to  lay  ifc> 
down,  and  I  have    Power  to  take  it :  .  TM^ 
Commandment   I  have  received  from  the  Fd^ 
ther:\ 

,  Tlie  Authority  todoan  Aet,  implies  a  saf-^ 
fteient  Ability  i  ^ilfaeir  inherent,  i^r  .co^i^oiim-r 
^ted»  ia  the  Agent  for  the  Ferfot-manq^  of 
it.— It  is  also  obvious,   that  the  jC!omiiti^Wli> 
or  Coipmandment  from  the  Father  refers,  ^ot 
only  to  the  resuming   of  Life,    but  to    the 
f^hole  Transaction^   the  laying  it  .down,  and 
the  receiving  it  again* 

The  manifest  Point  oiF  bur  tordV  Ar^- 
ftiefnt  is,  the  Spontaneity  of  the  Act  which  he 
perfbnns  in  Obedience  to  the  Fatliei^s  Will; 
and  for  which  the  Father  loves  him.    - 

"  This*  Spontaneity  cakinof  but  imply  AtiUttfj 
sind  1)oth  are  applied,  by  the  Terms  of  the 
F&ss^ge,  equally  to^the*  two  Parts  df  the  env 
tire  Transaction. — If  our  Lords  laying  dov^Q 
Imb  h^mftii.  Iiiife  wasfais.  Q^wfir  Aety  it'is^i|ia{K>s« 
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sible^  withoQt  the  most  unfair  amd  arbiMuy 
Besisfance  to  the  Meaning  of  the  Words,  audi 
the  Scope  of  the  Argument,  not  to  admit,- 
that  the  Resumption  of  that  Life,  was  his 
mvfi  Act  likewise. 

If  then  ability  to  "  do  what  Things  soever 
the  Father  doeth,"  and  Power  to  resume  a 
Life,  voluntarily  surrendered,  do  not  imply' 
Supremacy,  Independence,  and  Omnipotence, 
I  know  not  the  Force^  of  Language,  and 
am  incapable  of  comprehending  the  Meaning^ 
of  Scripture. 

To  this,  the  concluding  Clause,  "This 
Cbnunandment  I  have  received  from  the  Fa- 
ther," may  be  urged  as  aii  Objection. — ^But  it 
either  relates  to  Jesus  in  his  mediatorial  Ca- 
pf^city»  or  to  his  Divine  Origination  from  the 
Fsither;  s^nd  may  mean  that  he  bad  re« 
ceivQd  a  Commandment  to  sajf^  what  he  bads 
just  been  delivering. 

Again,  *^  All  Power  is  given  to  me  in  Hea- 
ven, and  in  ^artfa."r^From  this  it  hath  been, 
inferred)  that  the  Son  c»m^>t  be  equal  to  thQ 
Father.  '  • 

But  it  may  be  atiswered,  that,  according  to^ 
the  Orthodox  Belief,  Christ  was^truly  il&n, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


iMjieetians  answered.  ^H^ 

A^  welV  ad  truly  6rorf ;  and/this  Power  Might 
be  given  to  hiai/  because  be  wad  the  Son  of 
Man»  as  exercising  the  several  Olfices  of  Proi 
phet,  Priest,  and  King ;— Or,  as  being  God 
of  God,  deriving  his  Being  and  £$sence,  bf 
an  eternal  Generation  from  the  Father^ — 
Hereby  proving  his  Divinity ;  as  all  Power  u% 
Heaven  and  Earth  can  neither  be  received, 
nor  exercised  by  any  Being,  less  than  God.  .(*) 
The  Expressions  imply  nothing  less  than  ab- 
solute Sovereignty^  in  the  most  unlimited 
Extent. 

If  Trinitarians  denied  that  the  Lord  Jesnd 
poss^ses  delegated  Power  and  Authwity, 
and  derived  Knowledge  and  Wisdom,  th^ 
Passages  adduced  by  our  Opponents  would 
come. against  them  with  irresistible  Force.-^ 
But  since  this  is  not  the  C^e  ; — since  Trini- 
tarians assert  his  delegated  Authority,  in^ 
stead  of  denying  it— the  simple  Question  comes 
to  be,  whether  they  are  right  in  the  double 
View  they  take  of  the  Person  of  Christ  ?— 
1lVh ether  there  be  any  Scriptural  Founda- 
tion for  the  Distinction  between  his,  natural 
and  his    official  Power  ?  —  While  this  View 

(•)  See  Note,  Vol*  ii.  page  65. 
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icMams  anrafiited,  the  Paasai^s*  with  tbeii^ 
C^mmeAtot  may  be  multiplied  into  Yolumei 
instead  of  Cbaptere,  and  be,  after  all,  just 
te  valid  and .  conclusiye  Proofs  of  the  ,JH^ 
nitarian  System  as  of  its  Opposite. 

In  this  general  Statement^  it  ^ill  appear 
that  the  Trinitarian  Distinction  between  Christ 
as  Godf  and  Christ  in  his  complex  Person 
and  official  Character,  as  Emmanuel,  is  kept 
entirely  out  of  Sight;  and  the  Reader  is 
left  to  conclude,  that  Trinitarians  deny  his 
having  possessed  any  Power,  Wisdom,  or 
Knowledge,  but  what  was  underived  md 
inherent:  than  which  they  must  know,  ]io<» 
thing  can  be  farther  from  Truth. — Again, 

"To  sit  on  my  Right* Hand,  and  on  my 
Left,  is  not  mine  to  give,  &c."  —  Yet  our 
Blessed  Saviour  has  promised  elsewhere,  to 
bestow  this  Reward  in  his  own  Right.  **  To 
him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with 
me  in  my  Tyrone.''  (Rev.  iii.  2!-) 

This  is  sufficient  to  rescue  the  Text  from 
any  Heretical  Use  that  may  have  been  made 
of  it.— The  Words  do  not  imply  any  Defect 
of  Power  in  Christ,  but  only  a  perfect  Con- 
formity to  the  Father's  Will  (—intimating, 
that  the  Honours  s(nd  Degrees  of  ^  Happiness 
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^bat  tbe  HondUTS  ati4  Degrtss  of  Happinew 
m  biB  Kingdom  are  not  \m  to  give,  in  tha 
Sense  in  ivhich  the  Apostles  supposed,  ab«- 
solutely  and  arbitrarily;  bnt  that  he  waa 
limited  by  Considerations. of  Equity  and  strict 
Justice ;  from  which  it  can  neyer  be  con-^ 
sistent,  with  the  Perfections  of  his  Nature, 
to  depart. 

The  Passage  however  may  be,  nay  ought 
to  be  rendered  thus; — **To  sit  on  my  Right- 
Hand,  and  on  my  Left,  is  not  mine  to  give, 
except  (aXXo)  to  those  for  whom  it  is  pre- 
pared by  my  Father.'* 

The  Scope  of  the  Text,  therefore,  is  to 
shew,  that  nothing  can  be  granted,  even  by 
Almighty  Power  itself,  where  there  is  not 
a  suitable  Disposition  in  the  Persons  who 
claim  it.—It  is  not  owing  to  any  Defect  of 
Power  in  the  Trinity,  nor  in  any  Person  of 
it,  that  the  Divine  Purpose  cannot  be  changed, 
but  jfrom  the  Plenitude  of  his  other  Per- 
fections, and  their  Co-existence  together. — 
It  is  upon  this  Account  only,  that  we  read 
of  Christ,  that  «*  He  could  do  no  mighty 
Works  in  his  own  Country. — For  the  Power 
of  doing  a  Miracle;  was  always  present  with 
him;   but  the  Place  being  imprc^r,   •*  be- 
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caase  of  their  Unbeiie/,"*  made  tile  Thin^ 
impossible, — In  the  same  Manner,  ttat  the 
Declaration  of  the  Lord  in  Oen,  xvii.  22, 
is  to  be  accounted  for — **  Haste  thee,  escape 
thither,  for  I  cannot  do  any  Thing  till  tboii 
come  thither/^ 

No  Man  will  hence  conclude,  that  th^ 
Hand  of  God  is  straightened,  or  his  Power 
limited ;  but  only  that  he  does,  and  by  \i\s 
own  Nature  must,  act  agreeably  to  the  Diis- 
position  of  Things  and  Persons,  known  to 
himself.  —Again, 

(  John  viii.  28.) — "1  do  nothing  of  myself,  but 
as  my  Father  hath  taught  me,.  1  speak  these 
Things/' — The  full  Meaning  of  which  is  no 
more  than  this  ; — tbat  God  the  Son  is  inti-' 
mately  united  with  the  Father,  never  separate 
from  him ;  and  therefore  neither  acts,  nor 
speaks,  but  in  Contert  witli  him. 

Il  is  very*  certain,  that  the  Son  ha3  hi^ 
Knowledge,  and  every  other  Perfection,  from 
the  Father,  in  the  same  Senile  as  he  hath  also 
his  Nature  or  Substance  from  the  Father^.— f 
But  it  should  1>e  considered,  that,  after  our 
Blessed  Lord  had  said,  **  The  Son  can,  do 
nothing    of  himself/'    be.  jmlnediately  adds^ 
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•vfor  what  .Things  soevejr  the  Father  d^h^^ 
these  alflo  doeth  the  Soa  likewjbe/'-r^Lat  it* 
be  acknowledged,^  Ihit .  tb^  Son  can  :  kliQ^' 
nothing  of  bioiself^  provided  obly  .that  yi^  9iid: 
this  Consideration  to  it ;  that  whatSQQY^iri.thii. 
Father  knoweth,  these  things  knQweth  ^he 
Son  likewise ; — and  then  It  will  appear  that, 
these  Expressions  which  the  Objectors  lay' 
hold  of,  so  far  from  denoting  aiiy  Imperfectibii 
in  the  Son's  Knowledge  or  Power;  on  the 
Contrary,  set  forth  the  great  and  nh measurable' 
Perfection  of  it,  as  being  inseparably  united 
with,  and  indeed,  Ot/^ey  and  the  same  ia 
Extent  and  Degree,  vith  the  Fathei;*8.— . 
Again,  '     .  ■        ', 

Another^  and  samilav  Objection,  ag«(y(tfit« 
what  iro  aasdit,  is  taken  flom  Bqv.  i.  1.. ''  Tb< 
Reirelation,:of  Jesus.  Cfariftt^  "v^hioh  God  ga^^ 
unto  him*"  But  this  bath  no  4iffiQtiilty  mth 
them  who  consider  that  all  the  Transactions 
of  God,  the  Father,  with  Mankind*  are,^ 
in  and  by  Jesus  Christ.—  Every*  Revelation 
of  God  is  through  Christ  his  Son,  the  Re- 
yealer  and  Interpreter  of  the  otherwise  un- 
known Father,  and  his  will  to  Man.— This 
Order  and  Economy,  Observable  in  the  Per- 
sons of  the  sacred  Trinity,  is  what  we  ought 
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h«ni6iy*t^  adoni  aiid  Teterence, Vrathet  tbdn- 
piy  Ifito ;  lest,  pretending  Id  ht  ^fmm  abovei 
i^hut  is  imrTttM,'^  we  •  fall  froni  oar  own;  steads 
fl«tii660»     and  lose  ourselves  ia  .ibextricable: 
I^enlties* 

Ag^in — Loco- Matron,  it  is  observed,  is 
impossible  to  Omnipresence. — CAirist  himself 
declared  that  *'he  came  down  from  Heaven.** 
He  came  forth  from  the  Father,,  as  d  Man 
among  Men.  Bui,  in  that  memorable  Coviy 
versation  iivith  Nicodemus '  (John  iii,)  Ac- 
cording to  the  most  eminent  Commentators,' 
His  ImmensitjTt  as. God,  Is  conibined  with 
his  Limitation  as  Man:  and  Ubiquity  and" 
Locality,  are  represented  as  mysteHoudly 
linitiAg  in  the  ij^ersoi^  of  the  -SpealperJ — ^'No 
Man  bath  ftsoended-  up-  iniorHeafireiii  hot 
be  that  eame  dow!n.  irbhir  fiteavon,  w^.  the 
Son  of  Man,  which  t>  In  Hieaveii-"  ' .;     !  <      \ 

He,  whose  Lips  knew  no  Guile,  declares 
himself  to  have  been  in  Heaven,  (doubtless 
according  to  the  customary.  Import  of  tfee  Ex- 
pression) at  th(B  Moment  while  he  was  con- 
versing with  Nicodemus  in  the'  paidnight 
Chamber.  Nor  can  a  rational  l^olution  of 
Language  so  mysterious,  be  proposed  by  the 
most  rational  Christian,  without  admitting;  if 
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n^t  the  Omnipresence  of  the  Speaker,  yet  his 
Omniscience^  which  involves  the  former;  «ach 
being  the  untransferable  JDistinction  of  Deity. 

The  Sdn  is  s^id  to  have  come  down  froin 
Heaven,  in  respect  of  the  Unioti  of  Diiinity 
w^ith  his  hufpan  Nature,  and  his  .special  Re^- 
sideoce  here  below ;  and  yet  he  is .  still  said  to 
be  in  Heaven,  in  respect  of  his  l)i*inity,  by 
which  he  is  every  where  present. 

Agkitiy — it  is  objected,  and  said,  that  the 
very  Teitn  **  Segatten"  necesifearily  implies 
a  Derivation,  anfd  a  Comtnencemeht  of  Being, 
arid  that  these  are  in  direct  Contradittioti  to 

This  was  a  Notion  of  Arius,  who  concluded, 
that  because  the  Son  received  his  Existence 
from  the  leather,  thereibre  thfete'  must  have 
been  a  Time  when  he  wsts  itcrt.  They  who  ^f 
so,  are  obliged,  by  tmaroidable  Consequence, 
to  maintalirt  this  most  unpWIosophrcal  Ad- 
eertiori,  that  the  Father,  arid  first  Carfse, 
3vho  hath  been  wh^t  He  i§,  .supremely  wise, 
good,  and  powerful  from  g.U  Eternity  ;  yel^^ 
could  not  act  and  exert  his. Wisdom,  Goodr 
ness,    and    Power,    from  all   Eternity.— But 

voij  II.  3  c 
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this  they  can  neverprove:— and  the  contrary 
Opinion,  the  eternal  Agency  in  the  Almighty 
is  far  more  reasonable,  and  attended  with  no 
other  Difficulties,  than  those  which  equally 
att^ad  a  past  Duration. 

The  Son,  in  his  divine  Nature,  **  hath  Life 
in  himself,^'  in  the  same  infiqite  and  perfect 
Degree,  as  the  Father  hath  Life,  being  "very 
God  of  very  God,"  co-equal  and  consub- 
stantial. — Our  Creed  is  excellent  )n  the  Case, 
and  which  I  cannbt  too  often  repeat;—* 
Speaking  of  God  the  Son,  we  say,  ''  Ged, 
of  the .  Substance  of  the  {^ath^r,  begotten  be-^ 
fore  the  Worlds;  and  Man^  of  the  Substance 
of  his  Mother,  born  in  the  World.'* — Here 
is  no  Cpntradictioiit 

Again,  it  is  asserted  by  St.  Pa^J,  (Cor. 
XV,  24.)  that  "  when  th^  End  cometh,  Christ 
shall  deliver  up  the  Kingdom  to  God,  even  the 
Father:'' — And  St.  l4$l^B.&nas^  (i.  53^.) th?^t 
*^  Of  hisi  Kingdpm  there  shs^ll  be  no  End." 

The  Assertion  of  St.  Luke,  being  a  Con- 
tradiction in  Terms  to  that  of  the  Apostle, 
shews  the  forjner  to  be  spoken  only  of  Christ's 
Humanity 9  as  the  latter  relates  only  to  his 
J)ivimty.—yf  hen  Both  are  laid  together,  it  is 
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evideDt  to  a  Demoxistration,  that  Christ  is 
perfect  God,  as  well,  as  perfect  Man. — As 
Man,  he  received  a  Kingdom,  which  again, 
as  Man,  he  will  deliver  up,  when  his  media* 
torial  Office,  for  which  he  took  the  Nature  of 
Man,  shall  be  at  an  End. 

,  But  there  is  a  Kingdom,  pertaining  to  him, 
which  shall  have  up  £^d: — and  this  cannot 
be  true,  iimless  he  is  a  Person  in  that  God- 
head, who,  after  the  Humanity  has  delivered 
up  the  Kingdom,  **  will  be  All  in  All." 

'  '  The  Distinction  in  this  Case  between  the 
God  and  Man,  in  the  joint  Person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  is  warranted  by  another  Part  of  the 
Chapter,  wherein  the  Apostle  has  given  us  a 
Key  to  his  own  Meaning  (viz.)  **  since  hy  Man 
came  Death,  by  Man  came  also  the  Resurrec- 
tion from  the  Dead  : — For,  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

Here  it  is  evident,  He  is  drawing  a  Con- 
trast between  the  Man,  Adam,  and  the  Man, 
Christ;  so  that  unless  it  be  done  on  Purpose, 
no  Reader  can  easily  mistake  the  Meaning, 
of  what  follows: — "Then  cometh  the  End, 
when  Jffe"  (i.  e.  the  Man  Christ,  the  Second 
Adam)  "  shall  deliver  up  the  Kingdom^  &q." 
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for  so  ft  must  ht,  according  to  the^  Tenor  of 

the  Apostle's  Discourse. 

j 
The  Ne^  T^^starpe^jk^bqauc^s  ^ith  £)xpres^ 

fions  of  this  Nat^jje:  but  they  h^ye  po  Dif- 
ficulty in  them,  if  it  oxxly  b^  r^^ber^d  th^ 
Christ  is  Man  as  well  as  6rod;— which  the 
Arians  ^re  willing,  upon  all  Oocasionst  to 
forget. — ^And  it  tas  been  ^hSeily  owing  to  an 
Abuse  m  these  Texts,  'tb»t  they  have  bem 
able  to  put  ^auy  tolerable  Glos»  upon  their 
Heresy.  The  Old  Testameuiy  seldom  sp^akiii^ 
of  Christ,  but  ^  a  Person  of  the  Godhead 
before  his  Incarn^^tion,  dpes  not  ai&rd  (heip 
SQ  many  Opportunities;  ^nd  hence  it  is  th^t 
most  of  them  confine  their  Inquiries  to  (he 
NeWt  (*)  which  is  the  History   of  hjm   after 


(*)  An  earnest  Advocajke  fpr.  opr  Opponents  tells  us — 
*'  His  present  Concern  is  with  the  New  Testament  only." 
— Ai^d  another  Writef,  of  th^s^v^e  pg^r^i  ^ddicfsing 
himself  tp  a  young;  Clergyman,  put3  it  into  hi^  Head, 
that  **  he  may  reject  Arguments  brought  from  the  Old 
Testtnenit  to  prove  the  Trinity,  as  trifling  ; — as  proving 
DothiQg  but  tbe  Ignoranet  of  those  who  ittak6  tm%  of  thenu'^ 
Wh^rea«^ 

The  T'oundation  of  the  New  Testament,  being  laid  in 
Hkm  014->T€^itteiit^  it  is  'impossihk  to  riiiiy  tbe  Old, 
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without  striking  at  the  New. — Christ  and  his  Apostles 
vouch  for  jhe  Old  Testament, '  as  'tie  Word  of  God. 
— They  appeiLfto  it,  and  build  upon  it. — When  therefore, 
we  ^ee  Meu  at  this  Work,  we  may  be  assured  their 
Resign  is  to  overturn  Chris^anity. 

The  Scripture^  of  the  Old'  Ttstament  ate  copious  an4 
Wndosive :-^It  i^  irapoissible,'  therefore,  for  any  Man, 
WttbohtKavfng;^  Keeoutse  -  to  it,  ^  upon  everf  ON^asien,  t« 
detl  faMy  aAd  lionestly  by  die?  Apostolicttl  Bectpkie^^  cf 
our  Church. — Our  Blessed  Lord  hath  told  us,  thiit 
^*  ev^ry  Scribe^  or  Teacher,  instructed  unto  the  Kingdom 
of  He^vep,  should  bring  forth  put  of  his  Treasure, 
Things  new  ^nd  o/(f.  It  was  his  Practice.  He  appeals,  at 
every  Turn,  to  the  Lawy  the  Prophets,  and  the  Psalms, 
for  the  Testimony  of  his  own  Doctrine :  *^  Search  the 
8crl|^r«s ;  for  tfiey  em  t^^ejjf  ibat  tesjttfy  of  m^v'^-^And 
the  Oh|ir^  h^9  foikwed  hia  BxamfileSf  lir^mk  the  D<g|yi 
of  tie  Apostks  ta  <lha  psefibant  Time.m7^nd,  90  far  j» 
the  Old  Testament  frqm  not  b^im^  a  Part  of  the  $crip- 
ture^,^  that  it  ii^  the  Bopk,  and  the  only  one  t^en  extant, 
whi^h  the  Goi^el  jpalls  by  the  ](<^ame  of  the  Scripture. — 
It  was  to  this  Book  th^t  Abraham  directed  the  Rich  Man^s 
Brethren,  when  they  were  past  all  other  Means  of  Rd- 
eevery ;  ^^Tkey  liave  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  let  them 
beiiF  thett.^  —  U  was  thk  Book,  wfalefa  the  so6fe  and 
liBiitbftfl  Berm€m9  searched  «V6ry  Day,  tp  see  wliether 
#te  Ctosjpeil   Ae»   preached,    and  cuftevwiDids   puMiMbod 
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In  the  Second  Chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  is  aii  Expression  (iiXarrw/Mifoy)  which 


in  the  New  Testament^  was  agreeable  to  it; — ^with  the 
Intentioii  either  to  receive  or  reject  it,  as  it  should  ap- 
pear to  be  recQmme;ided  by  this  Authority.  It  was  this 
Book,  which  the  blessed  Jesus,  after  his  Resurrection, 
gave  so  great  Testimony  to,  saying,  **  ought  not  Christ 
to  suffer  these  Things,  and  to  enter  into  his  Glory  ? 
land  beginning  at  Mo$es,  and  all  the  Prophets,  he  ex- 
poundtjd  unto  them,  ii|  all  the  Scriptures,  the  Things 
<CDncerniBg  himself;  and  si^d,  Thus  it  is  wrifcteii»  and 
thus  it  behoved  Christ  ta  suffer,  and  to  rise  from  the 
Dead  the  third  Day.''  . 

In  the  Old  Testament,  we  have  the  History  of  the 
Creation  of  the  World,  and  Fall  of  Man,  with  the  Pro- 
mise of  Restoration  by  Christ,  which  we  have  all  mi- 
nutely fulfilled  in  the  New. 

Either,  without  the  other,  would  be  insufficient  for 
the  Pnrt>ose  of  Conviction  :  but  both  together,  (as  Bowi 
i^LXid  Acquittal,)  do-  firmly  estdblish  the  Wohl  of  God.- 

If  the  Testimonies  of  the  Old  Testament  had  not  been 
of  great  importance  in  every  Thing  Relative  to  Christ, 
our  Saviour  would  not  have  said,  **  Search  the  Scriptures, 
for  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me*,*'  ^ 

•  That  we  cannot,  as  Christians,  abandon  any  of  the 
.strong  Holds  of  the.  Old  Testament  .without  some  Injury 
.to  the  Truth, r  is  clear,  from  the  Use  which..  Unitarians 
tmake    of  ^any  deserted.  TeXt      When,  UnHarians   tell 
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draws  from  Mr.  Belsham  a  notable  SpecimedL 
of  his  Ability  to  interpret  the  Scriptures.  Heb. 
ii..  9.    "But  we  see. Jesus,  who  was  made;  a. 
little  lower  than  the  Angels,"    Tok  ^e  fipaxvTi 

leap  qyyekov^  ||Xarrw/4€vov  .  (SKevofuy.      ]VJ[r.      Belsham , 

translates  the.  Words:  ."We  see  Jesus  who 
was  (not  **  who.  was  mad^ey  but  who  was,, 
i.  e.  by  nature)  a  little  inferior  to  the  Angels." 


OB  that,  ''very  little  can  be  learnt,  from  the  O^d 
Testament  respecting  the  Nature  of  Jesus  Christ."  we. 
cannot  assent  to  it,  without  forgetting  many  of  the 
most  interesting  of  those  Passages  of  the  Old  Testa*- 
ment  which  are  quoted  in  the  New.  And,  beside  them* 
any  Passage  of  the  Old  Testament,  which  indicates  a 
Plurality  of  Persons  in  the  Godhead,  Is  relative  to.  the 
Divine  Nature  of  Christ.  All  the  Passages  .which 
Jewish  Writers  apply  to  the  Messiah,  and  all  that  re- 
cord the  Tntervention  of  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant, 
relate  to  that  Divine  Nature  which  Christ  had,  before 
he  was  '^manifested  in  the  Flesh.^  Wo  are  probaUy 
not  yet  in  Possession  of  all  the  Information  which  be- 
longs to  this  Subject,  of  which  Unitarians  appear  to 
know  so  Jktle.  If  we  do  not  retain  our  Old  Testa- 
ment Evidences  of  Christianity^  but  abandon  them  to 
the  £nemy,  we  cannot  render  them  useless,  but  they 
will  be  turned  against  us  to  the  complete  discomfiture 
of  many  a  weak  Believer,  unconversant  with  the  Arts 
of  Iqfidelity,  and  unconscious  of  the  Strength  of  his 
own  good  Cause, 
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Mfv  b^^hssi  idyg  iliart  -nUrrifi^fpi  means,  wa^ 
hf  Nature  mfettofy  and  not  urad  mctde  m^ 
f(^w.  If  he  will  iodk  to  Scbleufi/ter^  be 
^III  find,  thftt  i|Xiu«riM*  meang  inferioreiB  reddOy 
atid  tbefef<H!lef,  that  nXtftroi^i 'fe  fnferior  r^- 
datj  atidj  of  couirsef,  nKainaiupfiu  iitfeHorr  rei/dt« 
/w,  faetii^y  was  ^ikz^  /d^er,  n«t  'wsis  /ofi^er 
Jy  Nature. — Pudef  hied,  dcfeoolboys  know 
better. — ^That  Christ  was  by  Nature  higher 
than  the  Angels,  is  evident  even  from  those 
Wc^dij  of  8t.  Paull  ^*Foi^  if  thfe  Word 
spoken  by  Angels  was  steadiksl,  how*  shall 
we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  Salvation, 
which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by 
the  Lord?"  (Hqb.  ii.  2;)  He  waa  made  lower 
thaa  the  Angels,  that  »,  was  made!  Man,  ifl 
btdeir  that  he   might  be  capable  tff  sufferfiig 

iJeatb,    ^*a    TO    jcaSrifia   rov  ^avarov,    ^Hd    ^^o-  ^^^^  t<^ 
^avartt  Karapytjoy  top  to  xparoc  ey^pyra  rov  Sravarov*  f  Hcb, 

ii-  9.  14.) 

But  he  Was  not  Man  6y  Ndtur6.  Eveii 
the  First  Adam  was  not  Man  ^  Kature^  but 
by  Creation**^  ^either  was  th^.  second  Adam 
Man  by  Nature ;  but  by  the  Will  and  <<  Powet 


(*>  A^iitaL  trte  A  Mm  by  CMAtfciii;  bit  ChiMndn  were 
Men  by  Nature. 
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of  the  Highest.  (Luke,  i.  35.)  His  human 
Nature  was  created  '*  out  of  ^'  the  Substance 
of  his  Mother/'  as  the  first  Adam's  was  out 
of  ''  the  Dust  of  the  Ground:"    (Gen.  ii.  7^ 

**  £x  quo  mortalem  pnestriazit  SpirituB  alvum» 
Spiritus  ille  Dei,  Deus  et  se  corpore  matris 
Induit,  atque  hominem  de  virginitate  creavit  f  ;'* 

and  therefore  he  was  (vara  aapKa)  a  Man  ''made 
of  Woman,"  and  «  of  the  Seed  of  DavidL" 
But  as  Man  consists  of  two  Natures,  mate- 
rial and  immaterial  or  spiritual,  so  Christ 
consisted  of  two  Natures,  Human  and  Divine. 
His  human  Nature  he  derived  from  his  Mother ; 
his  Divine  Nature  was  his  own  Divine  Spirit. 
(See  Grotius  on  liomans  viii.  11.  and  Mark, 
ii,  8.  quoted  in  p.  108.)  Christ  therefore  was 
not  by.  his  own  proper  Nature  lower  than 
the  Angels,  But  he  was  by  his  assumed 
Nature  made  lower  for  a  Time,  for  a  short 
Time,  sg^ys  the  Original  Text,  ^payv  n,  ad  breve 
TempuSf    as    Schleusner    translates    it*     (V# 

(ipaxvc  et  cXorroai.) 

(*)  Hi9  Divine  Nature  was  '*  not  made,  nor  created^ 
but  begotten/'  Athan.  Cr«  Uyevfia  yeyoyo^  a^ro  r^y 
Uarpoc.    Tatian. 

(t)  Prudentius,  Apotheosig. 

VOJ-  II.  3  O 


Digitized 


by  Google 


394  On  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 

Again,  (Acts  x.  42.)—"  That  it  is  he,  which" 
is  ordained  of  God,  to  be  the  Judge  of 
Quick  and  Dead." 

This  Passage  will  help  us  again  to  detect 
that  common  Fallacy  of  our  Adversaries,  in 
misapplying  such  Words  as  relate  only  to  the 
human  Nature  of  Christ,  as  erecting  Argu- 
ments thereupon  to  the  degrading  of  his  su- 
preme Essence. 

^  Christ  is  ordained  of  God,  it  is  true  ;  and 
the  Nature  that  receives  Power,  must  be  in- 
ferior to  the  Nature  that  confers  it. — But  is 
his  Godhead  therefore  ordained?— They  tell 
us  it  is,  and  their  Scheme  requires  it: — But 
the  Scriptures  declare  the  Contrary. — "God, 
(saith  St.  PaulJ  hath  appointed  a  Day 
wherein  He  will  judge  the  World  in  Righ- 
teousness by  that  Man,  ev  aySpi,  (ifi  that  Man) 
whom  he  hath  ordained." — ^The  supreme  God, 
that  was  "  manifest  in  the  Flesh,"  and  "  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  World  to  himself," 
will  remain  in  the  same  personal  Union  with 
him,  till  he  hath  judged  the  World,  and  is 
ready  to  ** deliver  up  the  Kingdom:" — And 
this  our  Judge  •  will  even  then  retain  the 
Character  of  a  Man;  yet,  as  God  who  ordain- 
ed him,  will  be  present  with  him  in  the  same 
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Person:  The  Act  of  the  last  Judgment. being 
equally  ascribed  to  both  Natures. 

As  to  the  Exclamation  of  Christ  on  the 
Cross;  —  "My  God!  my  God!  why  hast 
Thou  forsaken  me  ? — And  the  Declaration 
of  Christ  to  Mary,  after  his  Resurrection ; 
"  I  ascend  to  my  Father,  and  to  your  Fa- 
ther;  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God." 

As  to  the  first,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
observing,  that  by  those  who  acknowledge 
the  two-fold  Nature  of  Christ,  it  will  not 
be  admitted,  as  furnishing  any  Support  to 
the  Doctrine  of  his  being  God  in  a  Subor- 
dinate Sense.' — That  he  was  "perfect  God, 
and  perfect  Man;" — that  he  was  "equal  to 
the  Father,  as  touching  his  Godhead ;  and 
inferior  to  the  Father,  as  touching  his  Man- 
hood," the  public  Formularies  of  our  Church, 
and  most  Christians  allow. 

But  when  did  our  Saviour  utter  this  won- 
derful Exclamation  ? —At  a  Time  when  he 
had  "  emptied  himself  of  the  Glory  which 
he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  Worfd 
was,"  —  when  he  was  "  bearing  our  Sins  in 
his  own  Body," — "  when  he  M'as  suffering  for 
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our  Sins,  bruised  for  our  Iniquities,  and  the 
Chastisement  of  our  Peace  was  upon  him." 

As  to  the  Second,  we  may  say  that  Christ 
being  yet  in  his  human  Nature,  and  not  as  yet 
ascended,  very  properly  stiles  God  his  Father, 
98  he  had  before  frequently  done. 
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ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Objections  answered. 


There  is  a  remarkable  Passage  in  St. 
PauVs  Epistles,  iivhich,  as  it  is  claimed  by  our 
Adversaries,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  into 
Consideration :  It  is  this, 

<^ There  is  one  Body,  and  one  Spirit;  one 
Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Baptism ;  one  God, 
and  Father  of  all ;  who  is  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  you  all" 

The  Socinian  and  Arian  Inference  from 
this  Text  is  obvious :  —but  in  Proof  that  it 
is  an  unfair  one^  I  would  remark,  that  if 
this  had  been  the  Apostle's  Design,  how  comes 
it  to  pass^  that  Supremacy  is,    in  almost  the 
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same  Terms,  ascribed  in  the  New  Testament 
to  Jesus  Christ ;  "  whose  Throne  is  for  ever 
and  ever  ;*'•—  "  who  is  Lord  of  all/' — **  who  is 
over  all,  God,  Blessed  for  ever." 

The  Unity  of  the  Divine  Essence,  we  allow 
and  maintain. —We  believe  that  *'the  Lord 
our  God  is  one  Lord,  and  that  besides  him 
there  is*  no  God." — And  we.  are.  equally  cer- 
tain, by  the  Revelation  which  God  hath  given 
of  himself,  that  in  the  one  Eternal  Jehovah, 
there  are  Three.  Persons,,  co-equal  in  all 
Perfections.— The  Trinity  in  Unity  is  thus 
expressed  by  God  himself, — *«  There  are  Three 
that  bear  Record,  in  Heavqn,  the  Father,  the 
Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  these  Three 
are  One." 

The  Divine  Essence,  or  Substance,  which 
is  infinite,  can  be  but  Onef  the  Personality 
or  Distinction  may  be  more;  and  they,  who 
deny  it,  affirm  (in  Effect  or  Reality)  that 
they  know  better,  and  more  perfectly,  the 
Divine  Nature,  than  God  himself  doth  :.  — 
that  they  are  wiser  than  God,  and  ''  make 
him  a  Liar,  because  they  believe  not  the  Re- 
cord which  God  hath  given  of  himself." 

And,  /<To  us  there  is   but  one  God,  the 
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Father,  (*)  of  whom  are  all  Things,  and  we 
in  him  :  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom 
are  all  Things,  and  we  by  him." 

-  The  Apostle,  indeed,  here  calls  the  Father, 
"  the  One  God''  but  the  Question  is,  whether 
he  is  so  called,  in  Opposition  to,  or,  in  Ex- 
clusion of  the  Son,  or  only  of  the  many  false 
Gods  of  the  Gentiles? 

The  latter  seems  most  evident^  First,  be- 
cause the  Apostle's  Argument  requires  no 
more. — He  is  not  making  here  a  Comparison 
between  the  Persons  of  the  Blessed  Trinity ; 


'  (*)  If  we  compare  this  with  that  Expression  of  St. 
Thomas,  '^my  Lord,  and  my  God,"  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing Argument. 

**  To  us  there  is  but  one  .Gbd^  the  Father  \  But^o 
us,  Jesus  Christ  is  God:  therefore,  the  Gospel  hath  either 
preached  two  Gods  to  us.  One  distinct  from  the  other : 
Or  that  ^<bne  God  the  Father,"  is  here  the  Name  of  a 
Nature,  under  which  Christ  himself,  as  God^  is  M^Q 
comprehended  : — and  the  same  may  be  proved  of  it  in 
several  other  Places. 

Isaiah  calls  Christ  ''the  everlasting  Father."    If  this 
be  the    Case,    the  Word  Father,   cannot  always    be  a 
Name   that  distinguishes   God  from  another  Person,  in" 
the     Godhead;    but  is  often  understood  as  a    Term  of 
Relation  betweeif  the  Father  and  Son. 
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hut  between  the  "  one  true  God/'   and  the 
numjf  Idqls^  or  false  Gods. 

Secondly,^ — Because  Jesus  Christ  is  called 
^^  Lard^ "  not  in  Opposition  to,  or  Exclu- 
sion of  the  Father;  but  only  of  the  Many 
who  were  called  Lords  among  the  Gentiles, 

As  therefore,  the  Father  is  properly  called 
^'  Lordy^  notwithstanding  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  here  said  to  be  the  **  One  Lord;^*  so  we 
believe  Jesus  Christ  to  be  Godj  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  Father  is  here  called  the  '^  One 
God." 

Thirdly, — Because  if  Jesus  Christ  is  here 
excluded  from  the  Title  of  the  One  Crody  he 
must  be  included  among  the  <'  many  who  are 
called  Gods,"  (i.  e.)  among  those  whom  the 
Apostle  calls  *^ Idols''  and  '^  are  nothing  in 
the  World." 

The  primitive  Christians  considered  God  the 
Father  as  the  Fountain  of  Deity;  and  Jesus 
Christ,  as  God  of  the  Substance  of  the  Fa- 
ther.— ^They  did  not  acknowledge  a  Distinc- 
tion of  Dignity,  if,  by  the  Terms,  was  intended 
a  Distinction  of  essential  Dignity  of  Nature; 
although  they  did  of  Person^  and  of  Order, 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
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The  Name  of  Oodj  therefore,  truly  coromoh 
to  all  the  Three  Persons  of  the  Blessed  Tri^ 
nity,  is  not  in  a  Way  of  Exclusion,  but  ac- 
cording to  mysterious  Peculiarity,  attributed 
to  God,  the  Father,  who  is  the  Fountain  of 
Deity,  the  first  in  Order  alnongst  the  Divine 
Persons  :^So  Likewise,  the  Name  iorrf,  truly 
common  to  the  other  Persons ;  though  not 
exclusively  applied,  or  appropriated  to  God 
the  Son.—*'  One  God  the  Father ;  of  whom 
are  all  Things  ; — and  One  Lord  Jesus  Chris^ 
by  whom  are  all  Things  :"  Here  is  no  Distinc- 
tion, but  One  God  and  Creator. 

Again,  —  *•  Now  unto  the  King  eternal, 
immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise  God,  be 
Honour  and  Glory  for  ever  and  ever :  who  is 
the  blessed  and  only  Potentate,  the  King  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lord^,  who  only  hath  Im^ 
mortality,  dwelling  in  the  Light  which  nd 
Man  can  approach  unto,  whom  no  Man  hath 
seen,  nor  can  see,  to  whom  be  Honour  and 
Power  everlasting." 

Surely,  all  this  is  briefly,  but  fully  com- 
prehended in  the  Description  of  Jesus  Christ, 
"  whose  Throne  is  for  ever  and  ever,*- who  is 
Lord  of  aU,— ^^ho  is  over  all,-— God  blei^sed 
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for  eVvCr  :'*— .to  wbom,  by  the  Way,  indepen- 
dently of  the  Father,.  St.  Peter  ascribes 
"Glory  both  now  and  for  ever." 

With  Respect  to  his  human  Character,  or 
his  Legation,  '*  Christ  is,"  confessedly  **  GodV 
—and  the  **  Head  of  Christ  is  God  ;^'  (♦)— 
which  we  should  always  regard  with  Respect 
to  their  Priority  of  Order  or  Distinction  of 
Natures,  carefully  maintaining  it,  '^  without 
confounding  the  Persons,  or  dividing  the 
Substance."  Forlhough  our  Saviour  be  **God 
and  Man,  yet  he  is  not  twoy  but  one  Christ ;' 
intimately,  "  He  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father 


(*)  The  JName  Christ,  stands  here,  as  in  other  Places 
out  of  Number,  for  the  Man  Christ ;  otherwise  it  mnst 
fgUow, .  that  as  Christ  is  God,  God  is  the  Head  of  ^tm- 
€eif;»v^hich  is.  a  Contradiction ;T-Or  that  One  Ood  is 
ll^e  Head  of  another  Ood!  which  is  also  a  Contra- 
diction. 

'  The  Text  is  capable  of  a  good  Illustration  from  Gen. 
iii.  16.  Where'  we  read,  that  the  Heel  of  the  promised 
Seed  should  be  bruised-;  by  whicl|  the  Church  has 
always  understood,  the  Suflferings  of  his  human  Nature, 
metaphorically  represented  by  the  inferior  Part  of  Man : 
80/  in  this  Place,  his  Divinity  or  superior  Nature  is  as 
i^ptly  signified  by  the  Head  or  superior  Part  of  the 
human  Body. 
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inliiin/'    **  I  and  my  Father  (saith  he)    are 
One."  (♦)  .  . 

'  Again  —  "  My  Father  is  greater  than  I."— 
**This  Testimony  is  so  clear  and  explicit 
(says  Mr,  Yates,  p.  69,  of  his  Vindication  of 
Unitarianism)  that  jt  does  not  admit  of  IUust 

tration/' 
•  '•••*'  ■     ,■  ■ 

Let  us  Notice,  howewer,  in  the  J?r^/  Pla©e, 
the  Conuexion  in  which  these  Words  stand:. 
u- «5  Ye  have  heard  how  I  said  uqto  you,  I  g0 
*W»y,  and  come  again  imtp  you ;  if  ye  loved 
me,  ye  would  rejoice  hecaijise  I  said,  I  go  to 
the  F^her ;  fojr  ray  Fathejr  is  greater  than  I.!^ 
In  going  to  the  Father,  he  was  going  to  "jthe 
Joy  that  was  set;  l^efpre  him;— to  tjie  "Glory, 
that  was  to  follow"  all  his  Sufferings ;  —to 


(*)  The  Words,  "  I  and  my  Father  are  one,"  inti- 
mate an  Identity  of  Nature,  or  the  individaal  tJnit^, 
by  which  Two  Person^  subsist,  or  are  mutually  in  eack 
other. 

Secondly,  a  Distinction  of  Pei)Bon9>  because  no  one 
is  aaid  to  be  in  himself.    And, 

Thirdly,  The  most  perfect  and  intimate  Inbabitatioii 
Qi  each  Person  in  the  Othen 

Sfse  Note  Vol.  1,  page  &8(J. 
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the  Reward  of  his  finished  Work.  This 
Reward,  this  Glory,  this  Joy,  he  was  to  re* 
ceive'  as  Mediator^  in  the  Capacity  of  the 
Servant  of  the  Father.  He  had  '*  taken  upon 
him  the  Form  of  a  Servant :" — he  was  just 
about  to  **  become  obedient  unto  Death,  even 
the  Death  of  the  Cross :" — and  "  therefore 
God  was  highly  to  exalt  him/' — It  is  in 
this  Sense,  and  in  this  Connection,  that 
Jesus  says,  "  My  Father  is  greater  than  I,"— 
Even  here,  therefore,  our  general  Principle  of 
Interpretation  applies.  We  admit  Inferiority  ; 
—not  only  the  Inferiority  of  the  human  Nature 
of  Jesus,  but  official  Inferiority.  And  the 
only  Question  is,  whether  he  is  here  speaking 
of  Himself  in  his'  official  Capacity?  If  he 
is,  it  is  surely  not  unreasonable  to  conceive 
that  it  is  to  this  Inferiority  he  refers.  (*) 


(*)  When  in  the  same  Penon  are  nnited  two  Natures, 
■p  dissimilar  in  their  Attributes,  so  different  io  their 
FonctioBS,  as  the  divine  and  human ;  there  must  ne- 
cessarily be  as  great  a  Difference  in  the  Force  of  the 
Expressions,  nrhich  are  applied,  on  different  Occasions, 
to  this  Person. 

With  Respect  to  these  different  Natures,  the  Son  of 
God  will  be  both  equal  and  unequal  with  his'  Father^ 
— ^wiil  be  One  with  God,  and  yet  different  from  him  : — 
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Again,  —  "  Why    callest.  thou  xm  good? 
There  is  none  good  but  One,  that  is  God/^ 


And  though  equally  Ood  with  the  Father  in  one  Ca- 
pacity; in  the  other,  the  same  Person  will  be  both  his 
Father  and  his  God. 

If  Christ  had  been  a  mere  Man,  what  senseless  Pre- 
sumption it  would  have  been  to  say,  ''The  Almighty 
is  greater  than  I?"-rThe  Comparison  with  his  Father, 
implies  an  Affinity  above  all  human  Resemblance.  We 
can  hardly,  I  think,  suppose  a  mere  Prophet,  a  good 
Man,  or  any  holy  Creature,  to  bring  himself  thus  into 
Comparison  with  his  Creator  and  his  God.  It  is  one 
of  the  characteristic  Sentiments  of  all  such  Creatures, 
to  fipel,  and  to  own,  their  utter  insignificance,  and,  ab- 
solute Nothingness,  before  the  Divine  Majesty.  Ascend 
as  high  as  you  please  in  the  Scale  of  created  Exist- 
ence, you  only  give  additional  Strength  to  the  Impro- 
bability in  Question: — for  there  will  still  be  slu infinite 
Disparity  between  the  Greatness  of  God,  and  the  Great*^ 
ness  of  the  most  exalted  Creatures;  and  the  higher 
you  go,  the  Sentiment  referred  to  must  be  supposed 
the  more  powerfully  felt.  —  1  can  scarcely,  therefore^ 
imagine  the  Words  to  have  been  used  by  a  merely 
created  Messenger;— nor  is  there  any  Sense  which  X 
can  attach  to  them,  without  an  Apprehension  of  Im- 
piety, but  that  which  refers  them  to  the  official,  me^ 
diatorial  Character  of  the  Son  of  God;— as  '^ coming 
forth  from  the  Father,  ,aQd  coming  into  the  World;'* 
— '*  finishing  the  Work  given  him  to  do" — and  return- 
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The  Objection  is  founded  upon  the  €freek^ 

livhich  runs  thus,  0»3ac  eariy.  ayaO^,€i  ftti  tic,  oOcCu, 


ing  to  :the  Father,  jto  receive  bis  lUwnrd,  in  «'  Fulnepf 
of  Joy,  and  Plaasves  /or  ewern^Qr^" 

The  same  general  Priociple  of  official  Subordination, 
without  natural  Inferiority,  may,  without  any  Difficulty 
or  any  DirepCion  of  miue,  be  applied  by  the  intelligent 
Reader  to  I  Cor.  iii,  2S.  "Ye  are  Christ^s,  and  Christ 
is  Gorf'*;"— and  to  I  Cor.  xi.  3.  "The  Head  of  ereiy 
Man  is  Christ,  and  the  Head  of  the  Woman  is  the 
Man ;  and  the  Head  of  Christ  is  God*''—**  Christ  is 
jBod's,"  as  being  the  Divinely  appointed  Mediator,  all 
whose  Work,  on  Earth/ and  in  Heaven,  has  the  Glory, 
of  God  for  its  Object—"  The  Head  of  Christ  is  God  ;^ 
by  whom  he  was  commissioned  tfnd  sent,  whose  Will 
he  came  to  do,  who  accepted  his  Service,  and  bestowed 
his  Reward. 

If  this  wholff  Fassage  l^e  considered,  this  Distinctioq 
of  Matures  will  appear  consistent. — |le  is  there  speaking 
of  lefiying  them,  which  he  must,  as  Man  ;  for,  as  God,  He 
was  with  thpm  to  the  End  of  the  World ,  and  therefore, 
a9  Man,  the  Eat}ier  was  greater,— 

We  contend  for  no  Minority,  or  Subordination  of  Deity, 
for  no  Inferiority  of  Natnre ;  but  for  persond  Minority  as 
Son,  in  Reference  to  the  Father ;  maintaining  in  common 
a  Priority  of  Order,  but  Unity  of  Substance ;  "  I  and  my 
Father  are  one.'' — "  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father 
in  me." 

The  Avians  stand  in  need  to  be  ^emin^led,  at  every  Turn^ 
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There  is  none  good- but  One,    and  that  One 
18  God." 


that  in  the  Person  of  Christy  there  is  a  human  Soul  and 
Body,  the  Nature  of  a  Man,  which  as  it  pannot  lay  Claim 
to  what  is  spoken  of  Christ  in  Unity  with  the  Father;  so 
must  it  receive  to  its  own  Account,  whatever  seems  to 
degrade  or  disjoin  him  from  the  Father. 

It  is  indeed,  hard  to  say,  which  of  the  two  Heresies' 
is  most  nnreasonahle  and  Scriptural ;  that  of  the  Soci- 
nians,  which  never  considers  Christ  as  any  Thing  but 
a  mere  Man  ;  or  that  of  Arians,  who  never  look  upon 
him  but  as  ft  supposititious  God. — Between  these  two 
gross  Errors  lies  the  Catholic  Faith ;  which,  as  it  allows 
him  to  be  "  perfect  God,  and  perfect  Man,"  is  never  of- 
fended, nor  distressed  by  any  Thing  the  Scripture  says 
about  him  in  either  Capacity.  "Equal  to  the  Father, 
as  touching  his  Godhead;  and  inferior  to  the  Father, 
as  touching  his  Manhood,  who  although  he  be  God  and 
Man ;  yet  he  is  not  two,  but  one*  Christ.'' 

It  is  a  Bnle,  laid  down  by  St.  Pau/,  that  God  swears 
by  himself,  for  this  Reason,  '^  because  he  can  swear 
by  no  Greater.  Heb.  vi.  18. — But  Christ  hath. sworn 
by  himself  (isa.  xlv.  23.)  — **  I  have  sworn  by  myself, 
that  unto  me  every  Knee  shall  bow,  and  every  Tongue 
shall  swear. — Which  VTords,  being  compared  with  Rom. 
xiv.  10.  11.  are  proved  to  be  th^  Words  of  Christ : 
"We  shall  all  stand  before  the  jud^ent  Seat  of  Christ : 
for  it  is  written,  *  As  I  live,  saith  the  IJord,  every 
Knee  shall  bow  to  me,'  and  every  Tongue  shall  confess 
unto  God.' "  ,  ,  (jljyjg^ 
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Whence  it  is  argued,  that  the  adjective  crc. 
being  in  the  masculine  Gender,  cannot  b6 
interpreted  to  signify  one  JSeing  or  Nature^ 
for  then  it  should  have  been  E*',  in  the  Neuter^ 
but  one  Person;  so  that  by  confining  the 
Attribute  of  Croodness  to  the  single  Person 
cf  the  Father,  it  must,  of  Course,  exclude 
the  Persons  of  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
from  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead. 

This,  it  must  be  confessed,  seems  to  be 
their  most  plausible  Objection;  and  I  have 
sincerely  endeavoured  to  do  it  Justice.  If  it 
be  capable  of  being  set  in  a  stronger  Light, 
any  Man  is  welcome  to  add  to  it  what  he 
pleases* 

For,  supposing  the  Word  w  to  signify  One 
Person,  (and  in  that  lies  the  whole  Force  of 
the  Argument),  then,  if  One  Person  only  is 
good;  and  that  Person  is  God,  it  must  also 
follow  that  there  is  but  One  Person  who  is 
God — the  name  of  God  being  as  much  con- 
fined hereby  to  a  single  Person,  as  the  Attri-: 


Christy  therefore,  hath  $frotn  hj' himself: — so  that  If 
the  Apostle's  Rule  he  applied,  he  mu»t  for  fliia  Reasoft 
he  0#d,  and  there  can  be  no  Greater. 
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tute  of  G€^ne$s.^i^ni  this,  is  utterlyj  false; 
the  Names  of  "  Godv— Lord — Lord  of.  Koste— ? 
the  Almighty — Most  High — Eternal— God  of 
Israel,'*  &c.  being  also  ascribed  to  the  Second 
and  Third  Piersons  of  the  Blessed  Trinity.— 
Take  it  this  Way,  therefore,  and  the  Objection; 
by  proving  too  muoh,  confutes  itself,  and 
proves  nothing. 

The  Truth  is,  this  Criticism,  upon  the 
Strength  of  which  some  have  dared  to  undeify 
their  Savipur,  has  no  Foundation  in  the  Oru 
ginal.—The  Word  «<«.  is  so  farfirom  requiring 
the  Substantive  Person  to  be  understood  with 
it,  that  it  is  put  in  the  masculine  Gender 
to  agree  with  its  Substantive  Gc®*,  and  is  best 
construed  by  an  Adverb.' ' 

If  you  follow  the.Gre^k  by  a.  literal,  Trans-, 
lation^  it  wijl  be  thus^  "  Th^ere  is  none  good. — ' 
€1  fAij  eigo  Gfoc;  but  the  "One  God;  that  i8,v  io^ 
common  English*  "but  God  only'- — :And  \\^ 
happens  that  the  same  Greeks  Word  for  Word, 
occun^  in  Mark,  (ii.  7.)  "Who  can  forgive 
Sins,  «i/:tiy  ccc  o  e^c,  but  God  only."  So  itis* 
rendered  by  our  Translators:  And  we  have 
a  plain  Matter  of  Fact,  that  "c,  in  this  Place,- 
c^niiot  possibly  admit  the  Sense  of  One  Pet'- 

VOL    II.  3   F 
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fan,  becanse  Christy  who  is  another  PfeiBOO, 
took  upon  him  *'  to  /vrgive  Sins."* 

la  the  Purallel  Place  of  St.  Luke's  Go»- 
pel  (v.  21%)  the  Ezpressioais  varied,  so  as  to 
make  it  still  clearer — c«  m  i»oy^  e^^*  not  ^<c>  bat 
iioi#.,  another  Adjective  of  the  n^asculine  Geik*- 
der:  whidi,  though  it  agrees  with  its  Sub«> 
stimtive  eco^,  is  rightly  construed  by.  an  Ad- 
verb^ either  *'  the  dUme  God,  or  God  anty; 
and  the  Greek  itself  uses  one  for  the  other 
indifferently,  as^  ^^  «/"•«  /»>^*  **  by  Bread  only, 
ty  Xoy«  iMovov^  in  Word  onJly^"^ 

The  utmost  that  can  be  gathered,;  therdbr^ 
from  iliese  Word^t  is  no  more  than  thia;-^ 
That  there  is  ''  One  God/'  (in  which  we  an^ 
all  agreed,). and  that  there  is  none  good  be- 
sides him;  which  no  one  will  dispute. — 
Whether  ini  this  God^  there  be  One  Person^ 
tit  Threey  the  Scripture  is  so  express,  ais  to 
settle  it  beyond  all  Dispute. 

Letus  conside)r  the  Matter  a  little  furth(^» 
^Fii^t,— The  Epiiiiet  "*  Good''  is  evid^tly 
imsceptible  of  a  higher  and  a  lower  Setifie» 
~  Jh  our  Lord's  Reply  to  thip  RuLer'a 
Qumtion^  he  takes  it  in  (he  highest  Acce|^ 
tatiou  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  as  signifyiiig 
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abtolate  tioqtialified  P«rfectioii«--Bak  it  ia  an 
l^itbet  oft^i  applied  to  Men;  Matt.  v.  45. 
»i.  dS.  xxv.  31.  Lukexxia.  ^.  Acts  xt. 
3A,  &e*  .11  is  geiHvaUy  Qndereitood,  tQo»  that 
the  Jewiak  Doctois  (whose  fondness  for  flat*-\ 
tering  Titles  is,  cm  another  Oooasion^  ex- 
posed, and  reproved  by  our  Saviour)  affected 
this.  Style  of  CionipUmeiitary  Address. 

Secondly,— The  Title,  it  is  sufficiently  evi- 
dent from  the  Result,  was  not  intended  by 
the  Person  who  used  it,  to  be  understood 
in  any  higher  Sense  than  was  applicable  to 
a  merely  human  Being, —  one  whom,  at  the 
most,  he  considered  as  an  eminent  Prophet. 

Thirdly,—  It  was  not,  therefore,  an  Address 
which  it  was  at  all  possible  for  any  who  were 
present  to  consider  it  as  Mlasph^mjf  for  Jesus 
fb  receive;— as  implying  his  makimff  himself 
Gody  whom;  alone  he  immedialdiy  declares  in 
his  Answ/SF  to  be  good.--li  could  not,  frMn  its 
general  Use  in  Apfdicatian^o  Men,  be  under** 
sitoo^  as  expressiqg  aiiy  TWtig  b«yoB4  idwe 
QijLoi^ity ;  so  th^t  tb«r«  ei^i^  no  pccasioA 
whatever  why  Jesus,  supposing  him  tp  hay« 
hfm,  a  mere  bunm  l^rpi^het^slioul^  have  de- 
4v^  \t^  aa  an  Address  to  vrhijch  Ihe  blessed 
Qp4  alone  was  wt}tledt*-Hift  Aof wer.  ^lere- 
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fore,  cannot  be^  viewed  as  an .  Instance  of  bk 
revolting  from  the  Ascriptipn  to  b»m  of  a 
Divine  Title ;  because  from  the  ordinary  Use. 
of  the  Epithet,  there  was  no  Panger,  orevea 
P6ssibility  of  any  -  guch  -  Conception  *  being 
formed.  —  It  is  » not  i^easy  in  these i  Circnin* 
stances,  to  perceive  any  Reason  why  Jesus 
should  have  given  a  Reply,  disclaiming  JEqvality . 
with  God,  as  Unitarians  inte;*pret  his  Words ; 
— because  neither,  on  the  one  Hand,  was 
the  Person  by  whom  he  was  addressed,  as- 
cribing such  Equality  to  him ;  nor,  on  the 
o^her,  was  there  the  remotest  Possibility  of 
his  Hearers  understand i]Qg  him  to  claim  such 
Equality  in  accepting  the  Title  by  which  he 
was  accosted. 

r  Is  the  Reply  of  Jesus^  then,  capable  of  any 
natural  and  consistent  Interpretation,  on  the 
j^dppo^ition  vof  his  having «  been,  hinoself  a 
Divine  Person  ?tr-Tiip  two  following^  Yiews  of 
it  are-  submitted  .  to  the  Readex: —    . 

•'  First,— Our  Lbrd  may  be  undeipstood  as 
framing  his '  R^ply  '  according  to  the  Views' 
fi^htch  he  kfiew  the-  Pirsonbywhdm'  he  was 
dddt-eisect'  t&  entertdih  cokci^hin^  Min.^  Thwe 
ir*  no  Heasbn  to  feuppose,  -thdt^fhis^  Rider' 
vfcfweif  our '  iJord'  *as  any  -  Thifi^  *iiaor*  tlfatr  a 
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mere  Maii,*^a  Prophet,--^* f  a  Teacher*'  (the 
AppeUafioa  he  .employs)  **  se;at  from  God«"  r 
Considered  .  ia  this  Light,  the  Words  of 
Christ  xonyey  .a  severe  and  pointed  .Reproctf 
to  those  vrho  affected  such  Titles  of  flattery, 
and  sought  "  the  , Honour  that,  cometh  /rom . 
Mem" 

Secondly,  —  He  may  be  considered  as  tn- 
quiring  the  Views  of  this  young   Man,    with 
regard  to  him  whom  he  thus  so  respectfully 
accosted,  *^  kneeling  to  him/'   with  an  appa- 
rently humble  Acknowledgment  of  his  supe- 
rior Dignity  and  Authority.— The  Reply  will 
then  be  as  if  Jesus  had  said  to  him:— Why 
callest  thou  me    Good  ?  .  None  is  al^lqtely 
Qood  but   one,  that  is  God.    Do /you  mean' 
by  your  Address  to  aspribe  this.  Goodnejss  to. 
me?— to  acknowledge  and,  honour  me  Jn  my. 
Divine  Character  ?      *'  I  and  my .  F^atjier,  are 
one/'    Dost  thou    believe  this?    Or Js. your 
Salutation  a:  mere  Title   of  .flattering  ^Cour- 
tesy,.to  be  understood  .as  when  addressed. ;$0' 
ypur  own  Rabbjes  1 

The  Man  to  whom  our  Saviour  spake  these 
Words,  coBisiderfed  olily  \m 'Humanity:   Oui** 
Lord    pointed   him    to  his  Divinity y  as  the 
only  Essence  of  all  <70odness  and  Veneration:  ^ 
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Let  the  Reader,  theo,  recollect  that  on 
other  Occasions,  when  Jesus  was  chai|i|!ed 
with'  makings  himself  equal  with  Qod,  he 
never  disavowed  the  ImputaAion;  let  him 
keep  in  Mind  also  the  copious  Eridence 
alfeady  prodacad^  of -his  really  possessing  I>i* 
vine  Diguity;  and  say,  whether  the  one  or 
the  other  of  the  Senses,  or  a  Combination 
of  both,  should  not  be  preferred  to  that  In- 
terpretation which,  without  any  ^ood  Reason 
arising  from  the  Circumstances  of  the  Case, 
sets  the  Words  at  Variance  with  bis  Con- 
duct on  other  Occasions,  and  with  all  the  ^ 
Passages  which  assert  or  imply  his  JOivinity  ? 

Again,  **  No  Man  hath  seen  Qod  at  any 
Time  f— And  yet  our  Saviour  saith,  ^*  He  that 
balh  seen  me,  hath  seen  him  that  sent  me  :*' 
aiid  <<  He  that  hath  seen  me^  hath  seen  the 
Father  also  f — which  words  (saith  Dr.  Clark) 
^^do  not -signify  that  he  who  hath  seen  the 
Person  of  Christ,  hath  seen  the  Person  of 
the  Father  :'^  no  surely,  but  that  be  who  hath 
seen  all  that  was  visible  of  Christ,  hath  seen . 
the  Person  to  whom  was  joined  that  invisible 
and  Divine  Natwe^  which  the  Scripture  b»Xk 
called  bjr  the  Name  of  the  -FaM^r.— PhilipV 
request,  '^  Show  us  the  Father,''  did  not  0Xt 
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press  a  desire  to  be  taugkt  wkat  God  wa$\  hnt 
to  be  faroioed  with  some  peculiar  Manifestai- 
tioa  of  die  Dirine  iSlory,  donilar,  perhaps,  to 
tJiose  Visions  recorded  in  some  Parts  of  the 
Old  Testam^dt  iiistory.  It  is  to  this  Request, 
that  Jesus  answers,  '^He  that  hath  seen  me 
hath  sfen  the  Father  ;  and  how  sayest  thou, 
thea,  Show  us  the  Father  ?''»-' And  does  not 
this  Answer  imply,  that  there  was  in  his  Cha- 
racter, as  seen  by  them,  something  altogether 
above  what  mere  human  Nature  had  ever  ex- 
hibited ? — an  untainted  Purity,  and  a  sublim^ 
Elevation,  sach  as  ought  to  have  impressed 
all  their  Minds  with  the  Conviction  of  hi^ 
being  more  than  Man  7  The  Language  contains 
a  Reproof  for  their  Dulness  of  Apprehension, 
and  Slowness  of  Heart  to  believe.  Of  the 
Character  ^  Christ.  I  am  satisfied,  we  can 
form  but  very  inadequate  Conceptions.  H<? 
was  "  the  Brightness  of  the  Father's  Glory," 
The  Perfections  of  Deity  were,  in  him,  exhiy 
bited  to  the  View  of  Men—and  especially  of 
Philip  and  his  fellow  Disciples.  And  his  Cha^ 
racter,  according  to  the  Appeal  which  he 
heire  makes  to  them,  bore  upon  it  the  Impress 
qf'Divimtif  in  silch  a  Way,  as  to  render  them 
^*  without  Excuse,"  if  they  did  not  perceive 
and  acknowledge  it.-^Again, 
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*•  The^  Son  cm  do  HOthibg  of  himseltf;^ 
as  tbe  Father'  gave  me  Commandment,  c^ven 
so  I  do,"  &c. — which,  considered  M  spoken 
by  omr  Lord  in  his  human  Capacity,  givesr  no 
Advantage  to  those  who  woald-  from  hence 
Jedsen^  his  Divinity.  (•)-^Again^  < 

'^Thi8  is  Life  eternal,  (saith  our  Blessed 
Lord,)  that  they  may  know  thee,  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 

By  those  who  deny  the  Divinity  of  Christ, 
this  Passage  has  always  been  considered  One 
of  their  strong  Holds*  We  are  desired  to 
observe,  that  *•  there  is  but  one  true  God ;" 
and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  expressly  excluded 
from  being  that  true  God,  and  contradistin- 
guished from  him,  as  his  Messenger, 

ThaC  there  is  but  one  true  God,  we  ad- 
mit and  assert,  as  fully  aiid  unequivocally  as* 
these  Interpreters  themselves :  That  there  ii^ 
any  Thing  in  this;  or  in  stny  other  Text  of 
Scripture,  which  expressly  excludes  Jesus 
Christ,  from  being  that  true  God,  we  deny. 

There  is  no  Contradistinction  jn  this  Pas- 
sage between  God  and  Christ,  but  between  the 

(*)  Sec  Not6  Vol,  11,    fagif  #6^ 
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''One  trae  God/'  and  the  false  Godg  of  the 
Heathens; — ^This  is  apparaat  from  the  Use 
of  the  Epithet  true;  which  has  no  Force  at  all, 
as  a  Mark  of  Contradistinction,  except  as 
opposed  to  false. — It  is  here  applied,  as  it  is 
by  St.  Paul ;  "  and  how  ye  turned  ffom 
Jdols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God.'^ 

3o  far  are  our  Saviour's  Words  from  con- 
taining a  plain  Contradiction  between  God 
and  Christ,  astotheir  Nature,  that  the  Know-* 
ledge  of  Christ  is  put  upon  a  Level  with  th^ 
Knowledge  of  God, 

The  only  Distinction  which  really  is  made, 
is  between  the  Father  who  sient  his  only 
Begotten  Son  into  the  World ;  and  the  Son, 
in  his  Character  of  Messiah,  who  was  sent. 

The  true  Meaning  of  the  Passage,  both  at 
to  the  Knowledge  of  which  It  speaks,  and 
the  Object  of  that  Knowledge,  is  illustrated 
by  the  following  Words  of  St.  John,  in  the 
Condusion  of  his  first  Epistle;— "and  we 
know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hatk 
given  us  an  Understanding,  that  we  may  know 
}iim  that  is  true ;  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true, 
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eren  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. — ^This  (ouroc  i»  e. 
this  Man)  is  the  true  God  and  Eternal  Life/' 

In  which  Passage  it  is  evident  that  the 
Epithet  ''true"  means  ''true  God.''  "We  are 
in  him  that  is  the  troe  God,  even  in  his  Son^ 
Jesus  Christ."—"  This  is  the  true  God,"  &c. 

The  Words,  then,  may  be  understood  as 
thus : — '*  And  this  is  Life  Eternal,  to  know  the 
true  Grod,  as  he  hath  revealed  himself,  in  and 
by  Christ;  and  to  know  Christ  as  he  has 
declared  liimself  united  with  and  sent  by  the 
Father."  —  Jesus  Christ  was  sent  into  the 
World,  and  "came  in  the  Flesh,"  or,  as  thcj 
Apostle  says,  "was  made  Flesh,"  that  h« 
might  die  for  the  Sins  of  the  World.  He 
was,  therefore,  God  and  Man.  As  God,  he 
was  One  with  the  Father; — as  Man,  he  was 
distinct  from  him,  and  is  therefore  mentioned 
as  distinct  from  the  Father  in  the  Wordf 
here  cited.  But  his  distinction  from  the 
Father,  as  Man,  in  the  latter  Part  of  the 
Passage,  does  not  deny  his  Unity  with  the 
Father,  as  God,  in  the  former  Part. — Wc 
have,  therefore,  here  a  Plurality  of  Divine 
Persons  in  One  God* 

To   know  Jesus  Christ   is   here  made  by 
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our    Saviour  equiiratent,  in  its  eternal  Costr 
sequences,  to  knowing  the  Father.     Can  tliis' 
apply  to  any  merely  human  being?     Unita^ 
rians  may  say,  that  to  know  Jemis  Christ  19 
to  know    the  Will  of   God,  as  delivered  by 
Jei^us    Christ.      But  it   is    not  knowing  Om 
Will  of  God,   but  doing  it,  that  will  sequre 
us  eternal   Life.      To  knew  Jesus   Christ  is; 
therefore   to  know   him  as  he  is  represented 
in  the  Gospel,  as  God  and  Man.     And  this 
Knowledge  of  God  and  of  Christ,  as  we  learn 
from  this   Passage,   is  necessary  to  our   Sal- 
vation.     The    Athanasian  Creed  is  a  Com- 
ment  on .  the   Words'  of   our    Saviour.       It 
delivers  the   same  Truths   in  inculcating  the 
Unity  oj  Gody  and  the  Incarnation  of  Jesus 
CAm^;3and  proposes  the   same  Reward   for 
our    Faith,  by  teaching  us,    conformably  with 
Christ's    own  Words,   that  **  whosoever  will 
be   saved,   it  is  necessary   above  all    Things, 
that  he  bold  the  Catholic  Faith."    The  whote 
of  the  damnatory  Clauses  say  no  more  than 
this.    For  if  to  know  God  and  Jesits  Christ 
is    "  eternal    Life ;"    not    to   know  them^  tor 
wilfully  to  reject  the  true  Knowledge  <&f  them 
is    to    Idse'  eternal  Life;    thet  is,   to  pe#ish 
everlastingly.      ,    ' 

•   It  i«  hot  Life  eternal,  to  know   and  recog>- 
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niw  God,  as  the  Creator  and  Goventor  of 
th^  Universe;  for  such  a  Knowledge  was 
poissessed  by  the  Jews  before  the  Gospel  Dis- . 
pMisatioQ  ;  nay,  by  the  Evil  Angels  them* 
selves:— But  to  know  him  as  planning  and 
accomplishing  the  Scheme  of  Man's  Redanp* 
tion,  by  the  Ministry  and  Death  of  his  Son  ;-^- 
and  to  recognise  the  Son,  as  the  Author  and 
Finisher  of  our  Salvation,  that^  indeed,  is 
"  Life  Eternal/' 

Our  Saviour,  speaking  here,  in  his  human 
Capacity,  and  with  Reference  to  his  Mission, 
very  naturally  avows  his  Father  to  be  •Uhe 
only  true  God,"  in  Contradistinction  to  all 
false  Gods;  but  cannot  be  supposed  to  ex- 
clude himself  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  ivbp  are 
Partakers  of  the  One  Essence  with  the  true 
God. 

The  stumbling-block,  which  offends  the 
Unitarians,  and  hinders  their  believing  that 
Jesus  Christ  *'  is  the  true  God,"  and  was ''  God 
manifest  in  the  Flesh,"  is  not  the  Difficulty 
of  Construction  in  this  or  othier  Passages  of 
Scripture,  but  the  Difficulty  of  the  Doctrine, 
— the  Difficulty  of  submitting  their  antece- 
dent Principles  to  the  Authority  of  Scripture. 
Equally  Unbelievers  of  Christ's  Divinity  with 
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the  Jews,  tfaey  disbelieve  on  contrary  Principle*' 
The  Jews  bdieved  the  Messiah  to  be  God,  and 
therefore  they  did  not  believe  Jesus  to  be, 
the  Messiah.  Unitarians  profess  to  believe 
Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah,  but  they  do  not 
believe  the  Messiah  to  be  God.  It  is  the 
low  unscriptural  Conception,  which  they  form 
of  the  Messiah,  that  is  the  Foundation  of 
their  Denial   of  Christ's  Divinity. 

Again,-^'VBehold,  1  send  my  Messenger  to 
prepare  the  Way  befctre  thee."  As  this  Pro- 
phecy is  worded  by  St.  Matthew  (as  also  by 
St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke)  there  is  a  personal 
Distinction  between  Him  who  sends  his  Mes* 
senger;  and  Christ  before  whom  the  Mes- 
senger is  sent: — **I  send  my  Messenger  to 
prepare  thy  Way  before  thee." 

But  the  Prophet  himself  (Mah  iii.  1:)  has  it 
thus,  *'I  send  my  Messenger  to  prepare  the 
Way  before  me.*' — Yet  the  Evangelist  and  the 
Prophet  are  both  equally  correct  and  true.  — 
For,  though  Christ  be  a  different  Person^  yet 
he  is  One  and  the  same  God  with  the  Father.— 
And  hence  it  is,  that  with  the  Evangelist, 
the  Persons  are  not  confounded — ^^so  with  the 
Prophet^  the  Godhead  is  not  divided.     For, 
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where  One  is,  tbereis  God,  alUwhole.iR  Mn^ 
jesty,  together  with  all  bis  Power,  Wisdom, 
and  Goodness. 

The  same  T^iour  of  Language  is.  observable 
throughout  the  whole  of  our  Sttviour »  most. 
Solemn  and  AflSscting  Prayer  .—He  declarest 
with  a  Tone  of  conscious  Satisfaction  ;  which 
would  ill  accord  with  the  Deficiencies  of  <t 
sinful  Man  ;  —  "I  have  glorified  Thee  on 
£arth--^I  have  finished  the  Work' which  jthou 
gavest  me  to  do."— Whilst,  in  his  Address  to 
his  Disciples,  he  says,  **  When  ye  have  done 
all  these  Things  which  are  commanded  you, 
say,  we  are  but  unprofitable  Servants." 

But,  what  is  his  own  Language  ?*^^' and 
now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine 
own  self,  with  the  Glory  which  1  had  with 
thee  before  the  World  was.  All  mine  are 
thine  and  thine  are  mine,  and  I  am  glo- 
rified iii  them. 

As  to  the  Opinion*  of  the  Unitarians  upon 
this  Subject,  that  the  Father  is  "the  prdp^r 
Object  of  Divine  Worship,"  k  what  no  obe 
denies. -^^fir^t  the  Question  is,  Is  He  the  ohfy 
proper  Object  of  Worship?— We  have  before 
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proved  the  Contrary ;  (*)  and  until  the  Textl 
addu/^ed  in  Evidence  of  the  Worship  of  the 
Sou  are  better  answered  than  thef  have  yet 
beeni  we  must  continue  to  maintain  the  Con« 
trary. — That  "  the  Man  Christ  Jesus  worship- 
ped tlie  Father,  what  Trinitarian  questions?—* 
In  this  a^  in  every  Thing  else  tmitabie  by 
us,  he  ^4eft  us  an  Example,  that  we  should 
follow  his  Steps;"  an  Example  which  th^ 
Unitarians,  with  great  Truth,  represent  the 
Apostle  Paul  as  imitating  and  recommend- 
ing ;  and  conclude  from  thence,  that  the  Fa-^ 
ther,  as  the  only  proper  Object  of  Supreme 
Adoration,  is  the  only  God. — The  Instances 
we  have  adduced  are  clear  Proofs  of  the 
Worship  of  th^  Saviour,  and  of  the  Futility 
of  the  Arguments  brought  to  oppose  it. 

We  have  already  seen  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
called  "  the  true  God'^  as  well  as  the  Father, 
and  that  therefore  by  the  Phrase  "  the  only 
true  Gody'  he  cannot  intend  to  exclude  him- 
Belf  from  the  Claims  and  Honors  of  Deity. — 
Speaking  of  the  "  appearing  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,"  Paul  says  (1  Tim.  vi.  15.  16.) 
«*  which  in  his  Times  He  will  show  who  is  the 


(•)  In  Vol.  L    Pages,  406,  *:e.  429,  &o. 
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Blessed  and  onfy  Potentate,  the  King  0/ 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords ;  who  only  hath  tm-r 
mortality.'^— Supposing  this  to  refer  to  thie  Fa- 
ther, as  Unitarians  .must  of  Course  inteipret 
it— we  know  that  there  is  another  **  Potentate,*^ 
even  "  He'-  who  "  hath  on  his  Vesture  and  on 
his  Thigh  a  Name  written,  King  of  Kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords,'' — The  Word  onty,  then, 
does  nol,  either  when  put  before  Potentate,^' 
or  before  "immortality,"  exclude  Ohrist  from 
the  Possession  of  these  Attributes.— Again .» 
Solomon  says  to  Jehovah,  "  Thou  only  knowest 
the  Hearts  of  all  the  Children  of  Men ;"  1  Kings 
viii,  39:  yet  Jesus  says  of  himself,  "  I  am  He 
tliat  searcheth  the  Reins  and  the  Hearts,'' 
Rev.  ii.  ^8. — If  the  exclusive  Particle  only 
does  not,  in  this  Case,  although  not  less  ex- 
plicit, djBny  to  Jesus  the  Attribute  of  Omni- 
science ;  neither  does  the  Phrasp  **  the  only 
true  God,"  applied  IQ  the  Father,  diyest  him 
of  his  proper  Divinity.  Suppose  Jesus  to  have 
addressed  the  Father,  ?^s  *•  Jhe Blessed  and  only 
Potentate,  the  King  of  Ki^gs,  and  Lord  of 
Lords,  who  only  h?!.th  Immortality;"  or  as 
the  Being  ''who  alone  kn^w  th^  Hearts  of 
all  the  Children  of  Men  -."—these  Forms  of 
Adoration  would  not,  we  have  seen,^have 
excluded  himself  from  the  Possession   of  th« 
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sttme  Attributes;  for  of  bhndf  the  Aalne 
Things  are  actually  affirmed:— and  yet  th^se 
Forms  are  in  Effect  equivalent  to  that  by  which 
he  does  address  him — "  the  only  true  God." 

86  again,—'*  Who  is  the  Fitst-born  of  every 
Creature,  and  the  Beginnitig  of  the  Creation 
of  God/^ 

In  his  human  Character,  Jesus  Christ  was 
not  the  "  First-begotten  of  every  Creature  ;"— 
la  his  Divine  Character  he  was  not  bom  or 
b^otten  at  aH»  except  in  a  transcendant  and 
ineofnprefaensible  Sense.  But  be  is  strled  im 
a  fe^  Verseis  afte^  "The  First-iiotn  froirt 
the  0eald;^'  and  in  his  ptrn  Restirrectiofl  he 
ascertained  ours,  &c. — and  in  this  joint  Sense 
he  is  ^'  the  First^begotten  of  every  Creature, — 
the  Beginning  of  the  Creation  of  God,"  or  of 
the  New  Creation  and  Constitution  of  Things, 
net  only  withcrut  Pispar^^ment  to  his  Divine 
Nstwro,  bat  »dii)6ct  CoBftririntidH  of  it, 

Sa  again ; — "  Of  that  Day,  and  that  Hour 
kmw^tb  »o  Mao ;  no,  not  the  Angeb  which 
aiie  in*  Heaven,  neiCber  thef  Ste,  b«(  the  Fa^ 
thetr  (•) 

- 1  -•   -  -  -     -  ■      -  -  -  ■  ■-->-- 

(*)  file   learned  and  judicious  Doiidriiige,  obnerve; 
VOL   II.  3  H 
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This  18  nothing  at  all    against   the  perfect 
Knowledge,  or  strict  Omniscience  of  the  Di* 


that  there  is  not  any  Thing,  in  our  Lord's  saying  he 
kiew  not  the  Day  of  Judginent»  iaconsisteDt  with  bis 
true  Divinity,  if  we  consider  the  two  Natures  in  him. 
For  what  is  applicahle  only  to  one  Nature  is  frequently 
expressed  in  Terms  inclusive  of  his  whole  person, — Thus^ 
as  the  Endowments '  of  his  human  Nature  were  com- 
municated in  a  gradual  Manner  to  him;  Jesus  is  said 
to  have  increased  in  Wisdom;  and  even  while  he  was 
Oft  Sarth,  as  he  was  present  every  where  with  respect 
to  his  Divine  Nature,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  ''  the 
$ion  of  Man  who  is  in  Heaven." — Nor  is  it  at  all  more 
strange  that  he  should  here  be  said  not  to  know  the  Day  ap- 
pointed  for  the  final  Judgment,  than  that  it  should  be  else- 
where said  that  **  the  Lord  df  Glory  was  crucified,"  and 
that  *'  God  purchased  the  Church  with  his  own  Blood.'^ 

It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  Divine  Wis- 
dom,  which  dwelt  in  our  Saviour,  did  communicate  it- 
self to  his  human  Soul,  according  to  his  Pleasure,  and 
so  hfs  human  Nature  might  at  some  Hmes  not  know- 
some  Things. — If  this  be  not  admitted,  how  can  we 
understand  that  Passage,  that  Jesus  **  increased  in  Wis- 
dom and  Stature,  or  in  Age,  and  in  Favour  with  God 
and  Man  7''  For  if  the  human  Nature  of  Christ  did 
necessarily  knew  all  Things  by  Virtue  of  its  Union  with 
the  Divinity,  he  could  not  then,  as  Man,  he  said  to. 
"  grow  in  Wisdom,** 

if  we   suppose  Christ  to  be  ignorant  of  this  Matter 
as  Godf  how  is  it  that  St.  Peter   confessee^  him  to  be 
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vine  Nature  of  Christ.  -  -  It  is  not  said,  the 
Son  of  God  knew  not  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
but  ''theSon^'  (i.e.)  the  Son  of  Man,  as 
appears  from  the  Context  in  both  the  Evan* 
gelists  (Matt.,  xxiv.  37^—39.— Mark  xiii.  26, — 
34.)— and  it  is  well  observed  hy  Athanasius, 
that  after  our  Lord  had  mentioned  the  Angels^ 
as  not  knowing  that  Day ;  he  did  not  add, 
neither  the  Holy  Gho^t^  that  it  might  still 
be  considered,  that  if  the  Holy  Ghost  knew 
the.  Day,*  well  might  also .  God^  the  Son  know 
it;  and  that,  therefore,  what  is.. here  said  of 
the  Son^^  relaties  to  the  Son  of  Man  only. 

'This  Ignorance  was  not  Personal,  but 
Official. — In  our  Saviour's  human  Capacity, 
or  in  his  mediatorial  Character,  the  final  and 
general  Judgment  was  a  Matter  that  did  not 
concern  him : — He  had  not  this  Knowledge 
officially  to  communicate  : — for  so  he  himself 
explains  it. — "It  is  not  for  you  (saith  he)  to 
know  the  Times  or  the  Seasons,  which  the 
Father  hath  put  in  his  own  Power." 

The    whole    Plan    of  .Sanation   was    laid 


Omniscienty  without  receiving  any  Rebuke  for  it,  oy 
being  reminded  of  any  particular  Exception  ? — **  tord^ 
thou  knowest  all  Things,'* 
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d0Wn  ;  and  Clkritit,  in  hiiii  hUmaB  Gftpacity/ 
lOtew  nothini^  to  reveal,  which  the  Father  de- 
signed to  be  kept  secrete.  r-Though  oertainijr' 
in  this  Divine  Ckaraeter^  and  especially  froip 
the  particular  Manner  ia  which  he  describee 
it,  he  knew  the  Time  of  his  own  Visitation. — 
|Ie  who  was  in  the  Bosom  of  the  Father 
firou  all  Eternity,  One  with  him  in  his  Di-> 
tine  Essence,  certainly  knew  all  Thfng9.~- 
If  the  Judge  of  all  the  Earth  himself  knowtf 
when  he  will  judge  the  World,  Christ  him^ 
self  knows  it. 

There  are  other  Passages  which  as  plainly 
describe  this  same  Person  as  the  Searcher  of 
MeartSy  and  as  knoiwing  all  Things ;  the  Go-* 
T^mment  and  Judgment  of  the  World  are 
ascribed  to  him,  to  which  Functions  Omni- 
sciwce  is  requisite ;  and  all  the  Proofe  toge- 
^^er  of  his  supreme  Deity,  are  Evidences  of 
h95  possessing  this  Attribute. — Here,  then,  ia. 
%  Qoliit^ry  Text,  the  only  one  which  Unita- 
rians have  bel^n  able  to  produce  as,  in  direc| 
Terms,  asserting  the  limited  Extent  of  his 
Knowledge.  **^fle  did'ndt  know,*'  we  are  for 
ever  reminded,  *'  the  Day  of  Judgment,"  It 
will  surely  be  acknowledged  a  singular  Thing, 
titi^t  this  should  be  the  sole  ^limitation.  Th^ 
Governor  and  Judge  of  th«  World  mttsft  b£ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^eauiCjr  WpaMifiBed  of  inMliUe Prnmtfim^ 
WithMit  tMs,  tb«  A^wniftrMMP  of  AJmm 
f0uld  not  bfi  managed  f^r  w  Hour.  How 
tiif «  ai^  we  to  limit  \hU  ^fes^^knoe  ?  ItJieeiiMi 
stmnge  to  tbinlf t  th^  fia  vrkQ  k  to  «o»diicl 
Ibe  GQvermn(»nt  of  M^nUB4»  witli  9  VWw  to 
tl|e  fipal  Judgp^t,  ^nd  wbo  m  bioMt^iv  in 
%h»  CWw,  to  tiKQCDpy  tho  Throne  m  Umfor^ 
sal  Jiidge,  i^bould  bo  in  ohsolmte  IgnotvtnM 
^  tbo  Tio^e  wboa  th^  End  ^ira^  to  ^om^.**^ 
I}^  himgelf  describes  tbe  solemn  TraoMcticNM 
of  tbat  appreacbing  Day»  wh^il  ^*  tbe  Soa  oC 
Man  shall  come  in  his  Glory,  and  all  the 
Roly  Angels  with  him,  when  he  shall  sit  on 
the  Throne  of  his  Glory,  and  when  all  Na- 
tions shall  be  gathered  unto  him/*  —  Such 
Considerations  render  it  probable,  a  priori^ 
that  the  Ignorance  of  which  he  speaks  in  the 
Text  under  Discussion,  was  not  absolute; 
but  that  he  speaks  of  himself  in  his  official 
Capacity,  and  affirms,  that  **  the  Time  of  the 
final  Judgment,'*  the  precise  Period  of  th« 
£>«  ration  of  the  World,  did  not  come  with- 
in the  Limits  of  that  Commission  which  he 
bad  received  of  the  Father,— formed  no  Part 
^f  bis  official  lwtruQtiocM»,  as  a  Ale^^engf^r  to 
|i|ankin4. 
Once  mofd^ ;~''  When  aH  Thii^s  shall  .bo 
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subdaed « mnto  him,  *  then »  shall  the  Son  also 
himsdf  be  subject  tinto  him  -.  that  put  all 
Things  under  him ;  that  God  may«  be  alL  in 
all."  —  In  -other  Words,  —  When  the  great 
Seheme' of  Man's  Redemption  shsiU  be  com- 
pleted ;  Christ  shall  resign  his  Commission 
loto:  his  Hands  from  whom  he  received  it, 
and  •  bis  mediatorial  Kingdom*  be  succeeded 
by  the  etemal  Kingdom  of  God,  .  the  Fa- 
ther, the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  whom 
the  ISaints  and  Spirits  of  just  Men  made  per- 
fect shall  live  in  Fulness  of  Bliss  and  Glory. 

This  is  the  obvious,  and  indeejd .  pecesi^ary 
Construction. — For,  if  yve  attend  to  the  Letter 
q{  this  Passage^  and  Qot  to  the  Spirit. and 
ScopiB  of  it,  '*when  all  Things,  &c.''  — 
f *  Then  shall .  the  Son  be .  subject,  &c,"  —7  we 
shall  assert  that  Jesus  Christ  will  be  subject 
to  thp  Father  cfter  "  the  Consupnmation  of  all 
Tilings  ;"—bpt  not  so  before;  or  that  he  was 
greater  ip  his  hjiiman  Character,  than  in  his 
Divine;  which  in  jibsurd.— "  He  piust  reign 
($aitlx.the  Apostle)  till  he  hath  put  a|l  Ene-r 
mies  upder  his  Feet." 

'  Now,  it  is  not  literally  true,  that  he  shall 
reign  so  long,  and  no  longer,  as  the  Words 
import.    For,    thpugh .  his    Resign  ,over    the 
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Church  Militant  shall  cease;— Of  his  Reign 
over  the  Church  Triumphant^  ^^  there  shall 
be  no  End." 

The  Truth  is,  with  the  Evangelical  Plan, 
with  the  Commission,  the  Idea  of  Subordi- 
nation or  Subjection  is  connected ;  but  with 
Regard  to  absolute  Perfection  of  Essence 
and  Attribute,  the  Complement  of  the  God- 
head, the  Trinity  in  Unity,  ever  was,  and  for 
ever  will  be  "  All  in  Alir 

Carrying  in  Mind,  then,  these  Testimonies, 
and  the  fair  Comment  we  have  put  upon  them ; 
what  Meaning  can  we  possibly  attach  to  the 
Language  of  the  Evangelist  and  Apostles,  in 
the  Proofs,  given,  but  that  they  knew  and 
believed  Christ  to  be  true  and  very  God; — 
and  may,  therefore,  fairly  conclude,  on  the 
other  Hand,  with  remarking  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  feeble  Attempts,  the  bold 
Assertions,  or  the  perverse  Disputings  of  our 
Adversaries,  I  do  not  say,  to  terrify,  but  in 
any  Degree  to  discourage  us  from  ••  striving 
together  for  the  Faith  of  the  Gospel ;  even 
that  Faith,  which  standeth  not  in  the  Wisdom 
of  Men,  but  in  the  Power  of  God," 
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PART  XXIV. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

Absurdity  of  denying  it. 


ijn'-".;,T,,)i,-^ ^  ■■;      r,i,.',',v    uti;    ,i.r:.'    jji    ri.t'{'i>      .iMH^' 


'Having  obviated  the  Objections  of  \ou^ 
Opponents  against  the  Doctrine  of  Cbrisfs 
Divinity  : — Let  iis  now  see  whether  the  Op!^ 
Bion  of  our  Adversaries  h^th  ncM^  pore  DtjPSi- 
culties  in  it,  with  palpable  Absurdities  flow* 
iDg  from  it,  than  what  the^  have  objected 
against. 

Thev  assert  that  Jesus  Christ  \s  spoken  ot^ 
9S  inferior  |o  the  Father:— as  sent  by  the 
feather; — as  obeying  and  sorving  the  .Father  ; 
: — ^as  receiving  Commission^  and  executing  a 
Workgiveip  him  to  do.  •' 

VOL  ij.  3  J  .      .  . 
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All  this  we  at  once  admit  with  the  same 
readiness  and  Cordiality ,  with  which  we 
admit  his  having  been  a  Man. 

In  addressing  those,  therefore,  who  ac- 
knowledge th^  8cripturfSv  as  the  Word  of 
God,  and  who  are  consequently  satisfied  that 
they  cannot  in  reality  Contradict  themselves : 
— ^To  sapb  i  ;prPPQPt^  tbi^  fidloM^i;^  plain 
Questions,  (viz.)  which  of  the  Two  Views— 

^^ilB^-'        Wfllioh      aJWft^**^      fVut      — *^— ^  ^■MmmmMktmmmm4m»    £t£ 

Jesus  Chris.t ;  — :  or  Tb^'tf  wl|ii<?h  ^ffinns  the 
Union  of  his  Humanity  with  true  and  proper 
Divinity — affords  the  ^easiest  and  most  com- 
plef e  QecQuciliatio^  pf  those  apparent  Con- 
trarieties, ^lyA  the  fairest  Solution  of  tb^ 
piJ^ulty  thence  aTisiujgf  ?  X*). 

Irkkfe,  j»  tht  first  phkce,  the  S^^i^tem  Aro» 


(*)  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  none  involye  the  Scrip- 
tures in  Mystery  so  profound,  as  those  who  are  mosi 
anxious  ■  and  determine  to  explode  all  Mystery  from  the 
^crjptur^s.  —  i)id  we  believe  their  System,  v/h  must, 
ihdised,  disbeiieve  that  Which  trod  hath  f ey^aled :  —  And 
it  intiy  be  questioned^  whether  to  iishtUete  Revelation,  is 
«ot  as  AUtonal:  at  kist.  aa  pfofeaskg  to  beliere .it  ratL 
onally,  and  yet  deny  the  most  prominent  and  ^q^portant  qf 
all  its  Doctrines,  the  Incarnation  and  Divinity  in  Jesns 
Christ. 
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which  tte  X>^ity  of  Jesus  Ghrifl  iai^eJMtirely  ex- 
cluded. 1  need  not  saj,  bow  superlatiiPe^ 
difficult  the  Attempt  m^fit  be,  to  biio^  Uie> 
jaost:  of  Texts,  expresjupg  his  D^vixiity,  iu 
' Accorcbance  with  this  Hjpiot h^tftki*  Jlv^ry  ojiia, 
who  id  tit  ali  acq^nted  with  the  Subject,  U 
AWs^re,  that  ithe  AtteQ(ipt  ^as  employed,  and 
'eK:hausted»  all  the  poBsible  Arts,  und  J^ 
«ourpe9,  aftd  -Subtiltic^  x>f  Criticism;  which 
40  the  £a4^  have  beeaui^vs^liDg. 

Tate,  on  tbe  other  Hanif,  the  View  of  the 
Person  and  Work  of  Christ  presented  in  thfe 
folk) wing  ^ords — **Wbo,  being  in  the  Farm 
jOf  God,  thought  it  not .  Robb^ry  to  be  equal 
with  God  ;  but  made  himself  of  no  Reputa- 
tion^ and  took  upon  him  the  t^'orm  of  a  Ser- 
mmt,  and  itasibhdeiiiL  thecLikemto  <)f  Al^n; 
awd  being  found  in'  Fasbiiin  as  4  M>d»  tettiPr 
'^skeA iHtmtdif,  asui  becSsLme'dbodiwI unto*  Rfttib, 
^^^tL  H^e  Deafdilof  ithd  ^obsaL'^ 

Suppose,  for  the,  present,  tb1^  Tratuislitioii 
to  be  correct,  and  the  ordinary  tnterptetia'tion 
of  tbe  fPaass^  tQ  b^.  the  ji^st.  oue  <:  we  lxa\^  on 
t\k\»  Si)if)oi^tic[n,  z  double  Y\^i9f  of  the  Corson 
and  iQharacter  pf  >Chri6(;,  wbicb.  appears  in- 
.stadstlf  to  fjorufab  fi  n^tor^l  ajad^.satis^ctor^ 
Solution  of  the   whole  j^ifficulty,    }i  he  Ibe^ 
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indeed,  both  God  and  Man,  we  have  n6 
Heason,  surely,  to  be  greatly  astonished,  if" 
we  find  Language  respecting  him  of  seemingly 
opposite  Complexions,  according  as  he  is 
spoken  of  under  the  one,  or  the  other  View  of 
tris  Person.  When  we  adopt  this  Principle 
tof  Interpretation,  the  apparent  Confusion  be- 
comes Order  and  Harmony  :  — Whilst  the 
Contrary  gives  rise  to  Difficulties  without 
Number;  which  is  a  strong,  presumptive 
Evidence,  that  our  Principle  is  correct  and 
.  well-founded. 

Let  us  now  have  Recourse  to  a  few  Spe- 
cimens in  the  Case,  by  which  their  Assertioiis 
are  maintained* 

;  The  Psalmist,  and  from  hkn  the  Aposde, 
ttflfys^of  the  Messidi,  '^Thy  Throne^  O  God, 
jfr  for  ever  and  ever."  To  elude  the  obvious 
Inference  from  this  Tejct,  it  hatii  been  said, 
that  the  Words  may  be  rendered^  ^'  Goki  is  thy 
Throne  for  ever  and  ever/' 

We  read  tbat  "  Heaven  is  God's  Throne, 
and  the  Earth  his  Footstool;'^  But  who 
can  conceive  God  himself  to  be  the^  Throne, 
Dn  which  a  Creature  should  reignUo  allEter* 
mty  ?— Agiin,  * 
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. «  Christ '  Bays,  that  he  came  down  from  Hea* 
ven^  aad  that  he  was  with  God,  iu  the  Glory 
of  the  Father^  before  the  World  was>  and 
that  the  Son  of  Man  was  in  Heaven  befoi^ 
he  was  on  Earth ;  yet  Unitarians  deny  Christ's 
Existence  in  Heaven  before  his  Birth  in  this 
.World.  And  how  do  they  evade  our  Savi- 
our's own  Testimony  and  the  divine  Autho« 
t\ty  of  the  Scriptures  I 

I.  By  the  Forgery  of  a  Gospel  Fact.  They 
say  that  Christ,  when  he  was  In  the  Wit 
idemess,  was  rapt  up  to  Heaven,  and  then 
dr  jcended  from  it.  Of  this  Unitarian  Fie- 
tic'n  M^^h'^im  has  given  a  good  Account  in 
bis  JJ^stt  iatia  de  JRaptu  Christi  in  Cosluffi^ 
quem  Sacindani  Jingunt.  {*) 

ir.  To  the  Authority  of  Scripture  they 
oppose  antecedent  and  eartra  teaus  Principles. 
Dr.  Priestley  denies  the  Diviiity  and  Pre- 
Existence  of  Christ  on  Principles  of  Mate- 
rialism, (t)  Dr.  Carpenter  allows  that  the 
ultimate  Appeal  must  be  to  Scripture,  yet  he 


(*)  DUsertationutn  ad  Sanctiores  Disciplinas  pertinentium 
Syntagma,  Lipsite  1788, — See  VoL  ii.  p.  J24. 

(t)  Letters  to  Dr.  Borsley,  Part  i.  p.  5  land  8>  and 
Preface,  p.  viu  ,) 
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oppose  ib  €Iifist*»  Pr6-fexM^iMi«  Ihk  Mdrt- 
Uyan  DoeiriHe  of  Asioeidlutn.  (*)  Alid  as  Ho 
€farisC*s  Desci^t  fhwi  Heaven,  Mt.  B^lsham 
denies  tte  Existence  of  a  local '  Heaten,  and 
«ays,  Aat  **  modern  Dis^vef ies  in  AstroHomf 
refbte  liiis  pnerite  Hypblfhesis.  God  ib  at 
all  ^imes  equalljf  and  fev^ty  ^4*!epe  preisent, 
Attt!  JHeaven  is  a  Stttte,  and  net  a  Plaoe.  To 
be  perfectly  virtuous  and  pei^fe^ctly  happy  Is 
to  be  ill  Heaven^  irbat^ve^  be  the  local  Situ* 
.«tion  of  th^  Beii^g  i^  Questionw'V('(*) 

To  the  knodern  Bifscbverfes  111  Astronomy 
1  object,  a^  totally  luade^ulite  to  disprove 
^a  local  Heavto.  Astronetaa^  is  (iOnfined  solely 
to  the  Latts  of  ^be  ^isihlS  ^nd  mateiml 
System,  and  has  nothing  to  do  wtfb  wh»X  r» 
jmbisi^e  and  immatenaL  Mr.  Behfaan^  I 
.wOiiId  mlUngJj  snppfose^  ^does  not  see  the 
-Eittenit  of  his  ObjeG,ti<^n  to  a  local  ^eayem. 
•If  tbeTi^  be  fto  :|oca)  ^^ea^ei^  there  can  be 
wt9  lodaltidU  t^ese  can  bene  separate  Exist- 
-^re  ojf  ^he  YirtuoHs  and  the  Wicked,  after 
this  Life;  "no  Place  prepared  for  the  Devil 
and  his  Angels;  no  Company  of  Angels  and 

I  -  ^  - 

(•)  Letters  to  Mr.  Vejsey,  p,  23S,  Note, 
(t)  Calm  Inquiry,  p.  56,  Not«;    ... 
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iiie  iSpirits  of  just  Men  inade  perfect  ;**•  no  tte- 
surkwion  of  the  Dead;  (for  hbtr*  ckn  tfiey 
tike'ifia  no  local  State?)  no  l>ay  of  Judgment } 
and  therefore  "no  Life  to  come;  'For  we 
hate  no  Authority  for  the  Expectation-  of 
another  Life,  but  what  is  fonndted  on  tte 
same  Scriptures,  which  assure  tb'ustheCfer- 
tainty  of  a  lotel  HeaVen  and  HelV'thAt'  is; 
a  separate  Eici^nce  of  the  Virtuous  and  tlie 
Wicked.  If  this  were  not  true,  all  the  Hdpe 
that  is  indulged  of  being' k-eunitedhereaftel* 
with  those  whom  w6  venerate  and  love,  (*) 
ahd  of  enjoying  the  Society  of  Angels,  (f) 
and  l^atriarchs,  and'  Martyrs,  and  the  Vir- 
tuous and  'Good  of  other  Timies;  with  all 
the  powerful  Motives  to  a  good  lAk,  which 
isuch  Hopes  inspire;— all  is  Error  and  Delu- 
gibti;  all  Darkness,  Doubt^  and  Atheism,  if 
Mr.  Belsham's  Objections  to  the  Authority 
0f  th^  Scriptures  respecting  >,  li^c^l  He^Ten, 
«nd  Christ's   Pre-K^isteflyqe  *t|)ere,  be  v4U^. 


(*)  See  ft  Collection  of  Sermoos  on  the  Loss  of  Friends 
and  on  the  Reasons  for  supposing  that  Virtuous  Men 
shall  meet  hereafter  in  a  State  of  Happiness.  Hatchard, 
LopdoQ,  iaiO« 

(t)  When  th«y  shall  rise  from  the  Bead,  they  are  as 
the  AngeU  in  HeavenJ"  Mark  xii.  ^5. 
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Bttt  fJbey.weoot  valid.  His  reasoniiig/roBi 
inoongroooa  and  inadequate  Premisf^s  is  iUo- 
pcali  bis  Arguments;  from  the  I^anguage  oi 
JScripture  are  frivolous  and  ungrammatic^l ; 
and  his  generftl  Position  is  cpntrary  to  the 
nniversal  Judgment  of  the  Christian  Church* 
Our  Saviour  says^  "In  my  Father's  House 
are  many  Mansions,  I  gQ  tp  prepare  a  Place 
for  you/*  Yet  Mr*  Belsham  says,  there  is 
no.  such  Place  as  ^eavep•  The  Apostles 
describe  Heaven  puder  the  R^pre8entatio9  of 
A  City,  a  Kingdom,  a  jCouflitryt  the  new  Je- 
rusalem, ScCf  Terms  so  c)early  expressive  of 
local  Habitatiopi  and  spiritual  Society,  ^hat 
the  Locality  of  Heayep, — the  separate  apr 
propriate  Habitation  of  Qpd's  ^^  good  and  faith« 
fill  Servants," —  cai^not.  be  denied  Mrithout 
renouncing  the  divine  Authority  of  the  Scrip? 
tures-r-Ag^ip, 

The  great  Source  of  Unitarian  Heresy  is 
their  Ifavorite  Maxim,  that  the  Interpretation 
of  the  Scriptures  is  to  be  governed  by  Reasony 
and  not  hj.  Authority.   (*)    Nothing  c^n   be 


(*)  See  Vol.  I.  Page  469,  ^c.  How  far  Reason  is  « 
Standard  of  Truth.-^and  VoL  ii.  Page  339^  &c.  oq  tha 
Province,  Use,  apd  BQonds  of  it^ 
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&o.  fallacious,  as  their  use  of  this  Maxim  ;  as 
will  be  evident  from  a  single  Instance.  Mr* 
Belsham,  in  bis  Calm  Inquiry  (p.  125),  ob- 
serves on  2  Cor,  viii,  9,  "As  Inquirers  after 
Truth,  we  are  to  consider  not  what  the 
Apostle's  Expositors  are  pleased  to  say,  but 
what  he  has  actually  said  himself;  which  is 
this:  Ye  know  the  Kindness  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet 
for  our  Sakes  he  lived  in  Poverty,  that  ye 
through  his  Poverty  might  be  Rich:  that  is, 
that  Christ  was  rich  in  miraculous.  Poiwr 
fers,  but  lived  in  Poverty."  What,  then,  is 
Mr.  Beisham,  but  an  Expositor  1  and  what  is 
his  Opinion,  but  Authority  t  the  Authority 
of  Mr.  Beisham,  opposed  to  the  Authority 
of  Hammond,  Whitby,  Beausobre,  Doddridge, 
Harwood,  Newcoipe,  Paley,  Rosenmuller,  atid 
Schleusner,  J  wijl  transpribe  Schleusner'^ 
Bemiark  on  the  Passage,  because  Mr.  Bel- 
sham  says  that  **  no  Person  acquainted  with 
the  Original  can  doubt''  that  his  Exposition 
is  right ;  and  he  Questions,  "  whether  the 
Genius  o/  the  Greek  Language  will  even  ad-^ 
mit  the  Sensie  commonly  annexed  to  th^ 
Words."  Schleusner  is  certainly  not  un>ac* 
quainted  with  the  Original,  and  he  must  be 
VOL  II.  3  k 
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allowed  to  be  not  an  inampeteni  Judge  of 
what  the  Gewius  of  the  Greek  Languatfe  will 
bear*  Yet  he  supports  the  commoii  Inter* 
pr^tion,  and  express^  himself  most  explicitly 
and  orthodoxly  on  the  P^sss^ge.  (**  vxowwc 
4)  omnino  is  qui  /elicissimo  *  et  prosperrifM 
rerum  statu  utitur:  Sic   legitur  d^  Cbristo  9 

por.  viii.    9#  ^*  ^*  ^f*^  CKnax^^h  wXovtnoQ  «v,  q^i 

yestrum  causa  pauper  factus  ^st,  cuiq  tameii 
^sset  ipsi  fecultas  rebus  pmnibi|s  pro  arbjtf*ip 
litendif  rerumque  omnium  dofnipii^m ;  sen, 
cum  tamen  esset  fe}icjssimus  et  beatiasimus, 
IntcUigitur  autem  ibi  ^oSa  ilia,  quam  Christu^ 
0b  atemo  hdbuisse  qpud  J)fum  diserte  in  N. 
T.  tr<ia%tur.{''y 


(*)  There  are  two  Passages  of  Dr.  Pafty  in  liis  Ser^ 
mon  on  the  Efficacy  of  the  Death  of  Christ,  which  are  an  ev 
l^nt  Comment  oh  the  Words  of  St.  Paul.  ^  That  a  great 
and  happy  Being  shpnld  voluntarily  enter  the  World  in  i| 
mean  and  low  Condition,  and  hnmhle  himself  to  a  Death, 
npoo  the  Cross,  thftifi  to  i>e  executed  as  ^  Maleftictor,* 
in  order  (by  idiateyer  Means  it  was  done)  to  promoto 
the  Attainment  of  Salvation  to  Afankind,  and  to  eaph 
and  every  one  of  themselves  [the  Apostles],  was  a  Theme 
fhey  dwelt  upon  with  Feelings  of  the  warmest  Thank-r 
fnlness  ;  because  Uiey  weire  'BseHngs  proportioned  to 
the  Magnitiida  of  the  £en§fit."  Agaiv,  ''  That  tiPer^ 
son   of  a    Nature  different  fyom  ^1  ptber  IK^ep^   i^y. 
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From  this  happy  and  exahed  State  ChHst 
descended)  that  he  might  *'piit  away  Sin 
by  the  Sacrifice  orf  himself."  The  two  Doci* 
trii^es  of  Cbrii^t's  Divinity  ahd  Atonement 
ttfe  so  tnutdally  connected,  that  Unitarians^ 
who  deny  the  Former,  eiideavour  to  discre-» 
dit  the  Latter  by  every  Species  of  Misrepre4 
jielitatiDti*  Tkey  call  it  '*  unscriptaral,  inju-^ 
Wotis  to  the  divine  Character,  and  banefal 
in  its  moral  Tendency."  Dr.  Faley  has  given 
an  admirable  Answer  to  such  OBjections  in 
his  Sermon  on  "  the  Efficacy  of  Christ's  Deatb 
eotisistent  with  the  Necessity  of  ai  good 
tife.*r(*) 


superior  (fof  so  he  is  (flstincftly  descWbed  to  be)  to  aW 
created  Beings,  wlretheir  Meri  or  Ang^li :  united  wkhiki 
Deity  as  no  -^thet  Peraon  fy  Uriiied:  tbfat  fioch  8t  Ferswfi 
•hould  com^  doiR^ri  frbrii  Heaven,  atid  suffer  tf  pon  Eattfc 
the  Pains  of  ati  excrOfcfatirfg  Dfeafti,  arid  tfaal  thestf  M« 
Submissions  alid  Su*fer?bg*  shofrld  av^!  ari*  pfrodiiee^  sr 
great  Effect  in  t<ie  ptOcurer/ient  of  the  fotttre  Saivsfctioii  of 
Mankind,  cannot  btit  eidit^  Woiifd^r.  Bitt  if  rs  ^  Bd 
Mean*  itaprobable  6ri  thaf  Accoutjt  r  oa  the  Cotftrtiry,^ 
it  might  be  reasonably  sttpposed  beforefifand,  that  if  dfT^E 
Thing  i*ras  dlscloscfd!  td  as  touching  a  firtufe  Lifo,  and  ft*r. 
Dispensafion  of  Qod  to  Meri,  it  wonld  be  sofflrething  of 
a  Nature  to  excite  Admiration.*'    (P^  280  and  278,) 

(*)  Sermon  TLIL    Ho   bc^s  hk   Sej^on  with  the 
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Dr.  Carpenter  says,  "that  Christ's  Death 
of  Itself  procured  us  Forgiveness  from  God, 
that  it  rendered  God  propitious,  averted  tb^ 
Wrath  of  God,  and  reconciled  God  to  Man« 
1  no  where  see  in  the  N.  T.  and  therefore 
do  not  believe."  (•)  But  Dr.  Paley,  Xvhom 
Unitarians  allow  to  be  a  Man  of  enlightened 
Understanding,  saw  all  this  distinctly,  and 
has  expressed  it  forcibly,  in  a  Passage  which 


following  Passage:  '^The  same  Scriptures,  which  re- 
present the  Death  of  Christ,  as  having  that  which  be*- 
longs  to  no  other  Person,  namely^  an  Efficacy  in  procuring 
the  Salvation  of  Man,  are  aUo  constant  and  uniform  in 
representing  the  Necessity  of  our  own  Endeavours,  of 
our  own  good  Works,  for  the  same  Purpose.  They  go 
further.  They  foresaw,  that  in  stating,  and  still  more 
when  they  went  about  to  extol  and  magnify  the  Death 
of  Christ,  as  Instrumental  to  Salvation,  they  were  lay- 
ing a  FoundatioQ  for  the  Opinion,  that  Men's  own 
Works,  their  own  Virtue,  their  personal  Endeavours, 
were  superseded  and  dispensed  with.  In  proportion  as 
the  Sacrifice  of  the  Death  of  Christ  was  effectual,  in 
the  same  Proportion  were  these  less  necessary  ;  if  the 
Death  of  Christ  was  sufficient,  if  Redemption  was  com- 
plete, then  were  these  not  necessary  at  alL  They  fore- 
saw that  some  would  draw  this  Consequence  from  their 
Doctrine,  and  they  provided  against  it.'* 

(*)  Letters  to  Mr.  Veysie,  p.  d46» 
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appears  to  have  been  written  with  a  View 
to  the  Unitarian  Objections.  '^  In  these  and 
many  more  Passages  that  lie  spread  in  dif- 
ferent Parts  of  the  New  Testament^  it  appears 
to  be  asserted,  that  the  Death  of  Christ  had 
an  Efficacy  in  the  Procurement  of  human  Sal- 
vation.  Now  these  Expressions  mean  some^ 
thing  ;  mean  something  Substantial ;  they  are 
used  concerning  no  other  Person,  nor  the 
Death  of  any  other  Person  whatever.  There- 
fore Christ's  Death  was  something  more  than 
a  Confirmation  of  his  Preaching ;  something 
more  than  a  Pattern  of  a  holy  and  patientv 
and  perhaps  voluntary  *  Martyrdom  ;  some- 
thing more  than  necessarily  antecedent  to  his 
Resurrection^  by  which  he  gave  a  grand  and 
clear  Proof  of  human  Resurrection.  Christ's 
Death  was  all  these,  but  it  was  something 
more ;  because  none  of  these  Ends,  nor  all 
of  them,  satisfy  the  Text  you  have  heard  : 
•  Now  once  in  the  End  of  the  World  hath 
he  appeared  to  put  away  Sin  by  the  Sacri-* 
fice  of  himself;  "      Heb.   ix-  26,  (*) 

The  Doctrine  of  Christ's  Atonement  affords 


(^)  Sermon  XVIlIi 
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A  Soldtidti  of  ttro   gKM  IMffiilultlfes  in  tb# 
Mtatory   of  Christianity,  which    to  toy  te^\ 
Believer  iii  GhriMianity,  will  be  a  dtr«)ng  ad- 
ditional Evidence  of  the  Truth  of  the  Doe- 
trine.    It  &ccoimtfir  for  the  dmfrU  Niihibet  of 
Converis   in    Chrfat's  Lifetime,  and  removed 
the  Objection  arii»ing  from  the  present  Want 
of  Universality    in    the    Christian    Religion^ 
If*  Christ  had  vr holly  overcome  the  fgnforancci 
of  the  Jews,    and  had  convinced  th^m   that 
he  was  thfe  Son  of  God,  ••  the  Lord  of  <ilo^y,'^ 
**the  Lord  our  Righteousness,''  they  wouW 
never   have  crucified   him ;    and  so  the  End 
for   which  he   came   into  the  WorW    would 
not  have  been  accomplished.    But  that  End 
being  accdUipIished  by  .hh  Death,    the  EtH- 
cacy  of  hk  Death   and   the  Extent  of  iti^ 
Benefits,    do  not  depemf  at  all  on  the  uni^ 
tersal  Difitision  of  Christianity.      He  wias  th^ 
Lamb  slain  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World  * 
and  the  Benefits  bf   hit   Atonement    extend 
t6  the  Penitent  of  all  Agei  and  Countries^ 
But  they  who  inquire,  why  the   Knowledge 
of  Christ  is  not  yet  extended  to  all  Nations, 
must  be  content  with  the  Answer  which  our 
Saviour  gave  to  his  Apostles :   ''  It  is  not  for 
you  to  know  the  Times  or  the  Seasons  which 
God   has  put  in  hh^  own  Po^er."    We  may 
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fuhmmivelY  acqiii^ac^  io  tbe  ProFi4#QCQ  of 
Go4f  an4  leave  all  Events  to  Ilipi ;  {^4  ye^ 
fipd  a  sufficient  Stiipulu^  for  our  utmopt  £)y>- 
^rtipns  to  extend  the  Bl/esaings  of  the  QO0* 
pel,  in  the  glorious  Proniises  i/vhiph  Scriptnr* 
holds  out  to  them  who  convert  Sinner^  froi^ 
the  Error  of  their  Ways, 

Again,  Unitarians,  who  deny  that  the  Doc- 
trines of  the  Trinity  and  Atonement  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Scriptures,  assert  also,  that  the 
^*  whole  Doctrine  and  Theory  (Mr.  Belsham 
calls  it  Mythology)  of  Angels  has  no  Foun-- 
dation  in  the  Jewish  and  Christian  Revelar 
lions,  (•)  Yet  our  Savipur  says  :  *•  Ye  do 
err;  not  knowing  the  Scripturesi,  nor  th^ 
J^ower  of  God.  For  in  the  Resurrectiop 
they  neither  marry  nor  ?ir?  given  in  .M?ir- 
riage ;  but  are  m  the  Angels  of  God  in  Hea^ 
ven,"  According  to  Mr.  Bekharo,  the  Agency 
of  Ai^gels  '^  is  alluded  to  by  Jesus  and  bis 
Apostles,  as  the  popular  Belief  of  the  Ag^, 
but  never  taught  by  them  a9  aq  Article  of 
Faith."  The  Words  of  our  Saviour  here 
are  not  the  Jlianguage  of  Allusion^  but  0/ 
Assurance  on  the  Ground  of  a  spiritual  £:^isjr 

(*)CaIiB  liMjpry,  p.  195. 
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ence,  Mrhich  he  never  would  have  compared 
with  the  Existence  of  Angels,  if  they  were 
Non-Entities.  In  correcting  the  false  Notions 
of  the  Jews,  is  it  probable  or  possible,  that 
he  should  adopt  a  popular  Error?  Would 
he,  or  could  he,  have  said,  "  In  the'  Resur- 
rection they  shall  be^  as  that  which  has  no 
being  at  alW  J5ow  can  Socijfiiaps  pr  Uni- 
tarians be  «aid  to  ackno^/vledge  the  divjuQ 
Authority  of  the  Scriptures,  if  they  can  pup^ 
pose,  that  the  Promises  and  Assurance^  of 
Christ  have  no  better  Foundations  thfin  th^ 
popular  jFictioQ^  of  the  Day? 

The  Body  raised  at  the  Ressurection  will 
be,  not  the  natural^  but  a  spiritual  Body,  or 
Spirit,  such  as  ourTSaviour's  **  glorious  Body." 
(Pbil.  iii.  31.— 1  Cor,  xv,  42—53.)  Is-it  less 
credible,  that  there  should  be  Angels, .  that 
is.  Spirits,  in  Heaven  now,  than  that  there 
will  be  Spirits  in  Heaven  at  the  Resurrection? 
To  deny  the  Possibility  of  Spirits  and  Angels, 
is  to  deny  the  Resurrection  of  the  Pead,  and 
therefore  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 
So  much  is  one  Fact  connected  with  the  other, 
that  the  Sadducees  (more  consistent  than 
our  modern  Unitarians)  who  said,  "  there  is 
neither   AngeJ   nor   Spirit,"  deuied    also   the 
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He^ttn^tioti  of  lh«  Dend/  And  As  t6  tk<^ 
visible  App^T^tic^  of  Ahgelsi  or  *Spvnta,  \i^(^ 
Hathetitidited,  like  the  Gospd  NarraiiVeii,  I 
te^  n6  mote  UlSttultf  ih  admitting  that  ^l^ 
ittiitlat^rial  Body  ttiSLj  become  visibb,  thail 
tikat  iby^  material  Body,  lik«  the  Widd,  skouUl 
be  invisible. 

But  to  return  to  Scripture  J^acts.  Waa 
the  Angel,  who  said,  ''  Why  stand  ye  gazing 
up  "into  Heaven;"'  a  Non-Entity?  or  the 
Angel,  who  said,  '^He  is  not  here,  but  is 
risen;'*  or  the  Angds,  who  announced  the 
Birth  of  Christ;  were  they  Non-£lntitie8 ? 
St.  Peter  was  miraculously  liberated  from 
T^rison ;  and  he  expressly  asserted  that  his 
Deliverer  was  not  a  Vision,  or  Pbantasni, 
but  an  Angei  of  the  Lord.  These  are  p(^ 
AUusicMQs,  but  recorded  Facts.  I  need  i^ot. 
further  raultiply  Instances  in  which  the  Angds 
are  so  connected  with  Facts  and  Ihctrinef 
in  the  New  Testament^  that  no  one  can  denj 
the  Existence  of  Angels,  and  not.  reject  the 
divine  Authority  of  the  Scriptures.     Again, 

Take  another  Instance  of  Unitarian  Re- 
jection of  Scripture.  Mr.  Belsham  (in  his 
Account  of  the  proper  Unitarian  Scheme,  oijr 

vol,  II,  .     $  L. 
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the  Doctrine  of  the  simple  H^ra^f^ity  of  Jesg^ 
Christ)  says,  "It  does  not  appear ^  ih^t  h^ 
yiras  at  ail  conscious^  of  the  Honour  an4 
Xtignity  for  which  be  was  intended,  till  aftei^ 
his  Baptism."  C^). .  If  he  was  the  ^u,  oi 
Qod, .  that  is,,  not  the  Son.  of  an  earthly 
Father,  he  must  have  been  conscious  qf  hip 
divine  Origin,  even  in  his  Childhood.  And 
accordingly  we  find,  that,  when  he  was  a 
Child  of  twelve  years  old ^  he  declared  his 
Origin.  When  our  Saviour's  reputed  Father* 
and  Mary,  his  Mother,  found  him  in  the 
Temple,,  disputing  with  the  Doctors,  and 
expressed  their  Anxiety  at  his  long  Absence 
from  them^  he  said,  **  How  is  it  that  ye 
sought  me?"  that  ye  were  at  a  Loss  where 
to  find  me?  "Wist  ye  not  that  I  mu^t 
be  in  my  Father's,  House  ?"'(f)  In  saying 
this  to  Joseph,  he  clearly  distinguishes  be-, 
tween  his  reputed  and  his  real  Father;  and 
as  plainly  declares  God  to  be  his  own  Father, 
as  when  he  said,  "Make  not  my  Father's 
House  a  House  of  Merchandize."    Again, 

<•)  Calm   Inquiiy,    Pfege    448. 

(t)  So  Pearce,  instead  of  aboui  my  Fatker^s  Business; 
1(8  ia  the  common  Translation.  Secf  Fuller's  Misci,- 
Grotiusi  Hammond,  Whitby^  J^sley, 
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Instead  of-  *'  God  tvas  maniifest  ,  ia^  the 
Flesk ;"-  some  would  reaji  it, .  **  w-ho  was  ma^ 
nifented  in  the  Flesh:"  in  which  Case  God  must 
be  the  Antecedent,  a«  the  Context  shows; 
and  then  the  Sense  remains  precisely  the 
same. — Others  wpnld  read  it,  "  which  (Mys- 
tery) was  manifested  in,  the  Flesh  ;"  ^nd  then 
the  Mystery  must  be  that  to  which  all  the 
subsequent  Clauses  ip  the  Verse  refer;  and, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  other  Pro- 
positions, '*which  Mystery  was  received  up  into 
Glory,"  will  scarcely  be  deemed  the  Lan- 
l^»age  of  Inspiration,  by  any  who  do  not  prefer 
Folly  to  Orthodoxy. 

But  sometimes  these  Persons  seem  disposed 
ta. retain  our  Reading,  and  to  explain  the 
dExpression  to  mean,  "that  the  Wisdooaanlt 
Power  pf  God  were  qonspicuous  in  (^hrist;" 
which  would  be  also  true  of  Peter  ot  Moseat 
and  so  this  **  Great  Mystery  of  Godliness," 
at  length  is  found  to  be  no  Mystery  at  all.  - 

A.s  to  their  Mistrai^lation  of  Jeremiah  xxiii. 
6,  '*  This  is  the  Name  whereby  lie  shall  be 
called,  J[ehovah  our  Righteousness,''  tliey,  to 
avoid  the  Merits  of  Christ  s  Sufferings  and 
Atonement,  render  it,  "  Jehovah  is  our  Pros- 
perity.'^        . 

That    **  Righteousness'^'  is-  the  usual,  aiid 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^  pmpar  reftdering  of  the  Wer4»  ^vShieh  tllejr 
Innskte  ^  Prdsperitjf^,"'  it  beyend  QiiefltijW..  : 

Ttie  grand  characteristic  Distinction  of  the 
CSiurch  of  God  is,  that  all  its  constituent 
MeqsbeiB  trvist  and  glory  in  Him  who  is 
there  named  Jehovah  their  Righteousness;*' 
thai  the  Doctrine  of  Jastification  by  the 
Highteousness  of  Jehovah  in  the  human  Na* 
ture.,  is  a  fundamental  Article  in  its  Con- 
stit^tiott,  iQ  the  Charter  of  its  Privileges  and 
Bopi^ ;— that ''  Jehovah  our  Righteousness/'^*} 


•  T  Hli.1      f    .X  • 


^  (*)  ''  iAoYth,  OUT  RighteoiiMess''  is  fHe  same  a» 
^  JTehovahy  our  Sariour  ;*'  and  in  thin  Sense,  it  beeomea 
aft  additional  Testimony  to  tkte  Divimty  of  Clinst,    tha 


It  has  been  already  oonstdered^^  witk  ii4iat  Triitl  aid 
]fro(»rlat3F  the  Tide  Jekaoak  vni  applted  to  our  SaviouKw* 
m  tfat  Holy  9oripiim«.  i;i|%  QtW^.^lome  l^.tjiqATiti^^ 
die  Jmm  ti^v^w^  kteiAfl}  l^gfi^it  ^^^^^  ^  ess^iir- 
iM  JDivi^i^*  The  Redeemer  has  revealed  and  proved 
Us  Right  to  that  Tftle;  and»  therefore,  he  is  essentHdly 
ahdproperiy  whatever  it  contaiaa. 

Biit>   as  the,  Namf  Jsh,ovaj^  doth   hqI  exprei^  the 
Official  Dignity    and   Character  of  the  Saviour;    It  re- 
ceives among. others,   the  glorious  and   comforable  A^ 
pondage    of  **'o»r  Righteou8ne$t  ;^   and  if  we  consHai^.. 
w|aI,  tfi9  \fa^  }mA9iS^  i»y  iwd  vhat.  m  <0iDiiilTes  ac^ ; 
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of  the  C^ptein  of  Sa)v»ti<m»  tb^  Motto  on  t)i# 


no  Word,  ip  tha  Compass  of  Language^  could  at  once 
declare  kit  Greatnessp  and  oih*  Depratky  more  forciUy* 
than,  this  Word,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  set  before  us. 

ThUtTUlis^  of  Our  Ri^iAimmis^t^  wnex^d  to  the  If  we 
Jek^ah^  is  ^(^  far  from,  df rogatii^  from  the  Qlories  of  thei 
Qodh«ad«  tbat  it  adds  a  Lustre,  and  yields  a^  Splemdour** 
to  all  the  other  Perfections  and  Attril^ntos, 

When  therc^fore,  the  Propket  stjles  the  Gretat  Me^(^h, 
hj  an  Effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit*  "  J»hovah  Eiqh-- 
T9ouiU9]sss ;"  He  declares  at  ^ne»  bis  essential  Piviaity, 
i^&d  tbe  tfif-alteraUQ  Holiness  and  Perfection  of  his 
Kiog4oiuaM  Office^-^He  does  not  call  him  the  Ri^k- 
tf^t.  O^e,  in  the  Concrete;  but  "  Bight Si^uaNfiss" 
ipnel^  in-  tba  Ab»t;ract ;  }^  order  to  $)iew^  that  this  Per- 
feetion  ol  hi^  Nature  is  absolutely  his  armp  and  that  He  is 
the  very  Source  of  all,  which  can  be  termed  Bighteoiia- 
ne9S«  in  the  tisible  or  inTtsible  World. 

It  would  have  been  robbing  God  of  his  Honour,  if  the 
Prophet  had  denominated  a  Creature,  eveb  the  first  Crea- 
ture^ and  the  nearest  to  the  cYerlasting*  Throne,  '^-RiOH- 
TKOT7SNKS8,''  essential  and  abstracted  *''  Righteousness  :** 
And  therefore  separate  from  the  Consideration' of  the 
Name  JBHOvaH,  the  direct  Application  of  this  Title 
^  Righteousness,'*  to  Christ  our  Saviour ^  is  sufficient  of 
it^lf  to  prove  him,  truly  ajud  properly,  Gon.-^Creatuves 
may  be  rightsQus^  oc  Possessors  of  a  '*  Righteousness'' 
jf«9Sfi  to  tl|em«>ut  J«HOV4«  alo^e  is*  or  can  be^  in  Truth, 
*'  Righteousness  itself.''    But, 
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Banners  of  the  Chbrch  fnilitant;  Banners 
tvhich  vrill  at  length  be  suspended  in  Jthe  Tern- 
pie  above^  retaining  the  appropriate  Inscrip- 
tion, when  the  Warfare  of  the,  Church  shall 
terminate  in  everlasting  Peace.  ^     .     . 


*  Here  \s  a  Word,  trhich  in  the  Orfginal,  makev  np  the 
End  of  the  Name,  and  which  is  of*  infinite  and  eTerlastinp^ 
Consequence  to  all  his  Redeemed. — It  is  the  little,  yet,  in 
thiH  Place,  fn-valuaWe  Monosyllable,  «  OITR.'' 

^  C\it\^i\9  Jehovah*,  this  is  glorious  for  himself. — Christ 
is  Jehovah  Righteonsness ;  this  is  a  farther  illustration 
ofbtsGlbry.  But,  (and  blessed  be  God  for  it,)  €lirist 
is  also  JSHOTAK  <*-  OUR  Righteousness."  This  renders 
him  unspeakably  precious  to  hts  People. — **  The  Name, 
whereby  he  shall  be  called,"  the  Appelfation  by  which 
be  shall  be  known  to  his  People ;  the  Relation  he  shall 
stand  in  to  them,  is  this  grand,  yet  endearing one>  ^Jehmak- 
our  Righteousness." 

How  comfortable  Is  the  Conclusion  t 

This  Title  was  uniformly  applied  to  Christy  by  Ortho- 
dox Writers,  till  Dr.  Blayney  proposed  |i  different  Trans- 
lation of  the  Passage :  **  And  this  is  the  Name  by  which , 
the  Lord  ^Aall  caU  him,,  Our  Righteousness;  instead  of  the 
Common  Version,  ^*  And  this  is  the  Name,  whereby  be 
shall  be.  called,  The  Iiord  our  Righteousness." 

•  The  Unita;rians  have,  as  might  be  expected,  eagerly 
seized  tfaiis  Alteratibn,  and  employed  it  in  Opposition  to- 
the  Orthodox  Doctrine;  but  without  any  Credit  to  their' 
Learning  or  Candour. 
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.'  A¥hen  iacrecluloa&  Tbomsis^  lyasr  £(t  iM  con- 
^inc?d  of  Christ's  Resarreqtioii^  he  e^elaimed, 
"My  IfOrd,  an4  ixiy:Gfod!"  And  it  cJtanot 
seem  wonderful  to  those»  wha  qonsider  that 
he  knew  the  Messiah  was  to  be  called  Emma- 
nuel, and"  had  heard  him  say,  **  He  that  hath 
seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father  :*'  that  he 
should  be  convinced  of  his  Deity  by  his 
Resurrection  from  the  Dead.  ' 

To  set  aside  this>  Testimony,  it  hath  b^ea 
said,  that  the  Apostle's  Words  were  the  Lan- 
guage of  Astonishment,  and  not  of  Adora- 
tion: as-  Men  oftentimes  use  the  Words,,  when 
greatly  surprised. 

Bat  that  the  Words,  .cannot  be.  so  consi^ 
4ered,.  is  evident: — First  from  the  Context. 
^'  Thomas  answered  and  said  (awtf).  to  him," 
that  is,  to  Christ. — Secondly,  If  the  Wordfe 
are  allowed  to  bean  Exclamation,  this  JEx- 
clelmation  is  not  to  be  construed  into  a  mqrp 
Ej^pression  of  Astonishment;,  for  it  hath  bqe^ 
observed,  jthat  ''  if  Thoipas.  had  spoken  any 
other  Language,  it  might  have « been  con- 
tended; with  some  l)egree  of  Plausibility, 
that  *JVIy  Lord,  and  my  God,'  was  oiily  an 
irreverent  Ejaculation."—  But  that  Jewish  asr 
tQnisbment  was.^  tbu§    exprjBssed   is    wholly 
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ifMitful   Proof  or  SAppcM.      Thirdly,  s^ch 
JBxckmttioM  sft  tttanife^t  Vioktioiiis  of  th6 
third  Goittmaiidmetit,   atid  tertaiu  Proofs  of 
im  in^Termt  Contempt  of  th«  Nam«  of  God1 

,  Who  thea  can  beliefV0»  that  the  ApOatk 
jiaed  such  profine  liangyage  b^re  Chri»ti 
withoot  meeting  the  least  Reproof  for  it  ? 
rather  indeed  approving  it,  as  l^  sure  Token  of 
his  Faith  in  him  at  last,  that  Christ  was 
Kwptoc  ^toi  e<oc>  Lord  and  God.  (*) 

Similar  to  this  is  Mr.  6tAshaai*d  Mistdkt 
in  supposing  (hat  ^ytu^Kitfwi^hifoyit  meanii  4* 


(*)  tt  i«  quite  tertfthk,  that  ibe  Words  '*  Id^  tord;' 
jrvtor  lo  Mlrt$atio«ri  ted  in  an  fixekukiatioii,  tike  that  l/T 
Tkoma^^  whicli  wis  oce«8i4ii«4  by  tiM  jtijrfcl  OMtaiftty  of 
Us  Maeter*i  ReturrettioO)  w«  can  hardly  aepivata  th^  t#D 
Members  of  Ihe  Senteoce,  and  apply  onelo  Cfarist,  and 
the  other  to  God.  Had  St.  Jobp  so  understood  it,  he 
W<nild  liave  taken  Care" to  record  it  in  such  a  Manner 
<s«ipIK)lriltg  him  to  hare  vtttertabed  the  slOhe  Noti6Ad  ^Mti 
the  UaitSftaiia)  as  aot  l^  gitv  it  tlie  Sem^kace  ef  a  dir^if^ 
Aeknowledgmeat  of  Clirist's  DMne  Natore.-^fiEe  irotfld 
ba^e  teid  us  that  Thomas  said.  ''  My  Lord  T'  and  shortly 
afterwards,  '<  My  God !"  or  semething  td  that  Bflf^et, 
But  a  fatal  Objection  to  the  Unitarian  Interpretation,  is 
this,  that  John  iaith  expressly  that  this  Exclamation 
was  adirtMHd  $6  Jt^,  *f  ThMas  anaWered  and  stfhl  vntta 
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^  Absurdity  of  ,deni/injg4t^  .4^ 

^  confess  Jesus  to  be    their  Master^''  instead 
of  to  **  confess  the  Lord  Jesus/*    To  confiv^ 

;--i-i-; '     '  ■ :^ V'  y}  ■     ..    ■'•■■.'  '-  'I  \    H*** 

kim.^  Besides  Whidi  our  Saviour  jcommended  .  it  <^*  ^ 
Confession  of  Faith,  which  it  would  not  have  been,  had  it 
expressed  only  his  Sarprtse. — ^This  Passage  is  the  mot^ 
desenring  our  Aitentio%,  because  it  ia  the  firatTistotlMrt 
Christ  waa  calkd  God%  any  of  hia  ])is4iiples«  ;4-  yi^JJ 
easy  Solution  of  this  much  controverted  Passage  may  be 
given  by  inserting  the  Word  c?tv  previous  to  the  Expres- 
jiion  of  Str  Thomas's  supposed  Surprise;  rendering  it 
<agr^eably  to  the  Contei^t)  as  d^ent  %o  and  Assfittwn  KJb<ip 
Belief/  rather  than  a  Surprise  at  the  Event:  /or,,  hiji 
PtubU  and  Unbelief  being  most  ^ojoapletelj  remov^d^bi* 
the  condescending  JVf ercy  x)f  the  Saviour,  he  eiccjaim^, 
with  united  Wonder  and  Praise^  ''e?iri/  it  if  indeed. .my 
^JLord,  and  my  God-"  -  ♦  :  \    .     •  <i 

But  the   W.ords  tfaef9se|?«s,  as  Applied  to-' GlinJtiaf% 
most  expressive,"  •"  •  ...•;:   .7 

/'Mr  Lord  AND  MY  God.?' .     /    ' /  \. 

•Mr.  Yates'lt  Gommenton  theseWoidsis^oiieof  ifte  vumt 
^extraordinary  itf  his  VolMme*.  ''^Leaving  every  iftettdttr/* 
says  he,  '^to  judge  for  faima»li'^*-Ka  Libei^  which,  we 
certainly  wish  evefy  Reader  to^  use,  juuk  enterlaia  m$  fkfr 
priehen^ion  of  t)ie  Result^  '*  and  retainipg  the  Bigl^t  of 
changing  my  Opinion,  if  at  anV  future  [Time  1  ^hall  aep 
fit,.!  opiy  remark  upon  this  Passage,  without  stating  all 
.  my  Reasons,  that  these  Words  appear  to  me  to  hav^  been 
addressed,  by  Thomas  to  Christ ,  and  ma^  justly  he  cqi9- 

voL  11^-  -    .    'M  3t'.ir*  .         '   .. .-   /■  ::■^^'r 
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the  JLprd  Je$uM  is  to  confess  Jesus  to  ,be  the 
JLard^  not  in  the  Sense  of  Master^  or  ^a^vynrncf 
bttt  in  that  higher  Sense,  in  which  he  was 
announce  by  the  Angel  at  bis  Birth  ;  *'  Unto 
jou  is  bom^  tnrs.t)ay  a  Saviour,  which  is 
Christ,  .jthe  Lorcl  ;"  — tbaft  high  Sense,  itf. 
.ivhioh  r£lizabeth  ^said,  ''  Whence  is  this  to 
HfCfi  4hat  the  Mother  of  my  Lord  doth  come 


liicTere'dy  both  fls  an  Exclamatiin,  ^xpre^sire  of 'his  W6ti- 

V^r'Wd  Behght,  kid  al^  &s  a  Canfeisibn,  Onii  Jestts 

^ites'htft  £^iHl^d'hJ9  0od.''p.  188.--Thisiscandid;  and 

die  Concession  is  one  of  Coiidid^rtfhle 'Importance.    Fdr 

If 'tHd  Words  he'addi^iised  iro   Christy    and  contafn  *^a 

Confession  l!hat  Jeius  was  his  Lord 'and  his  God,^  tb6fe 

ought  to  be  no  Difficulty  in  drawing  the  Conchi^ion.^B^t 

•alas  I  Wjbmt;  will  no|  AtUu^Mi^nt  to  a  System  effeot  in 

warpingtfae  Judgment?— for  he  adds  "it  is  needless  to 

dispute,  that  when  Thomas  addressed  Jesus  as  his  Lord  or 

Master,  and  his  ^Qod/ he 'might  Me4n  only,  that  Jesus 

was  Ut  imfirtd  Jnittuciar   m  Matttrs  <if  Rdtgian.-- 

^AgiueAly,  thereibre»  tothe  PrlndplM  which  have  beep 

beftre itated>  bia  Woida  ought  ta  Be  understood. apcord- 

,  -teg  lu  this  iintple  aad  isaaunable  lUtefpretaUom'' 

if  ^apy   Keiider  is  pirepiiured  *io  admit,  'that '  ihts  Wte 
xiromal^s  Bieaniiig^m  ibis  his 'Address  to  Chrtst-^th^re 
IS  not^iiiuch^at*wh%h'tie'wiIl  need^o  stop— hemabt  6e 
ItOleimbiy  well.,  iniu^tra '  atreacly Mn '  tAe    i^oroug^-gdiSkg 
Pmcjpli&s^f  1itnitana^l?m/1f 'Wh  to  colisid6r 

tbi|  as  a  *'  SimjfU  and  reasonkbh  (ntei^niaiion.f     ^     . 
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tolli  (be  Jeiys,    rt^^f   "  <5f|4  j^gf^  jp^A^e  f^i^i 
St.   Paul  caU^  Ijiift   "  ttj^  ]|:^pr4  Rf  ^*?nj'' 

(I  Cor.  li.  8);  and  in  which  Christ  applied 
iiie  Term  to  himself  in  that  metn arable 'Pas- 
sage ;  **  How  then  doth  Barid  in  Spirit  cat) 
himLordr  (Matth.  xxii.  4S.)  He  ^yaSt  tbens- 
fore,  the  Lord  before  his  Incarnation ;— ^before 
Mary  was  ;  —  before  David  was  ;  -*  befoni 
Abraham  was.  He  was  the  Lord^  not  from 
his  Relation  to  his  Disciples,  as  their  Master^ 
but  as  thtir  Maker^  the  Son  of  6od,  the 
Messiah. 

'  In  this  high  Senile  tjie  Term  X4>tA  is 
equivalent  to  Messiah ;  and  to  covie^p  ^n^ 
Lord  Jesu$  is  to  confess  Jctsus  jtp  bn?  th» 
Mesuahj  the  Christy  the  Squ  of  God^  wliiob 
ara  synonymous  Titles  _of  Jesu9  oiur  l^^viour. 
So  necessary  i^  tius :  .(ik>n(esf!io|L  Ap  .tb^  Faitb 
jof  a  Ghristian,  ihat  St.  Jo^n  says,  'SWbo|P* 
iever  shall  confess  iliat  J^us  is  .V  tbp  Soa  of 
iGod,  <jiod  dw^Ueth  .in  hini  and  >hie  Jn  .God  V 
(1  John,  iv.  Id).  To  confess,  therefore,  ihp 
liord  Jesus,  is  to  confe^  ths^t  Jxe  is  the  ^fion 
of  .€iOd  in  tbal^  *sacred  Sjejase,  which  4jhe  Jewn 
caUed  {Blasphemy  ^in  Jbim  as  jna^in^  ib^os^ 
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dod.  and  ei^ual  \vith'  God.  This  is  ''the 
good  Confession  tirhich  Christ  witnessed  be- 
fore; Pontitis  Pilate''  (1  Tim.  ti.  23),  and  for 
yahick  he  died;,  and  which,  therefore,  they 
that  do  not  confess,  cannot  be  his  Disciples* 

.  Tp  confess  the  Lord  Jesus,  is  to  confess 
Jesus  to  be  whatever  he  testified  of  himself, 
or  bis  Apostles  testified  of  him.  It  is  with 
8t«  Thomas,  ta  confess  him  to  be  our  Lord, 
and  pur  God ;  with  St  John,  to  be  the  Word^ 
that  is,  God  made  Flesh;  with  St.  Paul, 
God  tnanifest  in  the  Flesh,  pur  God  and 
Lprd,  our  God  and  Saviour^  our  great  God 
and  Saviour. 

'  To  cbnfess  the  Lord  Jesus  in  the  Scripture 
Setose  of  tbotie  l^ords  is  a  good  Confession, 
an*  £vangelical  Confession,  a  Christian  Con- 
fession. But  *'  to  confess  Jesus  to  be  our 
Master/'  is  not  the  Sense  of  St.  Paul  in  the 
Passage  before  us,  and  compared  with  thp 
right  Sense  i&f  very  derogatory  to  Him  who 
is  the  First  and  the  Last,  King  of  Kings,  and 
Lojrd  of  Lords.  He,  therefore,  that  confesses 
the  Lord  Je^us  in  auy  Sen^e  contrary  to  the 
••  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  which  is  the  Testimony 
of  Jesus"  —  contrary  to  Christ's  own  Testi- 
aiony  of  himiielf  -^  contrary  to  the  Apostle'a 
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■  Absurdity  of  denying  it.  461- 

'l^estimony,  by  making  him  a  mere  Man,  a 
human  Master,  or  Teacher,  is  (like  those^ 
wlio,  in  the  opposite  Extreme,  denied  the 
Hamanity  of  Christ,)  >'  a  Deceiver  and  an 
Antichrist"  (1  John  iv.  3  ;  2  John,  v.  7). 

Mr.  Belsham  quotes  Locke  as  an  Authority 
for  his  meagre  Confession  ;  but  he  does  this 
very  injuriously  to  our  great  Philosopher. 
'  These  two,"  says  Locke,  "Faith  and  Re- 
pentance, 1.  e.  believing  Jesus  to  be  the  Mes- 
j»iab»  and  a  good  Life,  ar^  the  indispensable 
Conditions  of  the  New  Covenant  to  be  per- 
formed by  all  those  who  would  obtain  £ter«- 
nal  Life/*  This  is  a  much  larger  Confession 
than  Mr.  Belsham  s ;  and,,  when  yightly  un- 
derstood, comprehends  what  ia  essential  to 
the  whole  Faith  of  the  most  Orthodox  Chris- 
tian. For  what  is  believing  Jesus  to  he  the 
Messiah  ?  It  is>  believing  him  to  he  ^'  he 
that  should  come;"  believing  all  that  was 
predicted  of  him  in  the  Old  Testament,  be- 
lieving all  Things  which  were  written  of  him 
in  tlie  Law  of  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  an4 
in  the  Psalms  concerning  him/'  It  is  there- 
fore believing  him  to  be  the  Lord,  not  in 
Mr.  Belsham 's,  but  in  David's  Sense  —  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Lord,  or  Jeho- 
.\9hi  our  Righteousness  (Jer.   xxm.  6);   £ip* 
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manuel,  pr  God  with  tif^,  that  ^,  GfA  wmiir 
^»t  in  the  Flesh  (Isaiah,  vii,  H) ;  the  mighly 
God,  the  eyerlaeting  father,  the  Prince  of 
]Peace  (Isaiah,  ix.  6);  the  Inspirefrpf  tb« 
Prophets  (I  Peter,  »,  U)i  th^  Preftcher,  by 
his  Spirit  to  Noah's  sinful  Generation  (I  Peter 
lii.  19).  And  he  that  believes  Jesus  to  be  th(^ 
Messiah,  the  Son  of  God,  an4  God,  will  not 
believe  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  be  tijvo 
Gods;  biit  two  Persons  in  one  Godhead. 

Again,  ''the  Word,"  in  &at  most  august 
Passage,  with  which  St.  John  opens  bis  Gos- 
pel, is  supposed  by  some,  to  mean  notbiii)°; 
more,  than  the  Energy  or  Power  of  God, 
which  wras  eternally  with  him,  and  essential 
to  him,  by  which  he  made  the  World,  and 
which  was  manifested  in  the  Man  Christ  Je^ 
«»s.  —  But  can  any  One  in  bis  Seises  su^p- 
fiose,  that  this  was  the  Meaning  of  the  Apos^ 
tle'^  Introduction  to  his  <3rospel,  of  the  sub- 
lime Things  he  «ays  of  the  Word,  and  of 
his  ^^»l)ecoming  Flesh,  and  dwelling  among 
ua."  (*)    Aware   of   this,   it   is  now  deemed 


(t)  "  The  Notion  Xoyo^  Wprd  wsts  not  Kji-l^npw|i  to  ^l^ 
Ancient  Jews.  Frequent  Mention  in  made  thereof  ,in  the 
"Chaldaic  Tangum,  whieh  Terms  it,  ''The  Wordofiehonah.^ 
4iy  ^igh  thQie  jfuitieAt  Pa»|J»asts  JUo4eiitood  |he  i&liiw- 
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convenrient  to  8e(t  it  aside,  fts  iio  P'art  of  Re^ 
v^Ialion  !(^) — iAgain, 

The  Interpretation,  given  of  another  deci- 
cive  Evidence,  is  grounded  on  a  proposed 
different  Translation,  implying  that  "  Christ 
did  not  think  of  such  a  Robbery,  as  that 
of  l)eing  equal    with  God." 

But,  nbt  to  tneatiou  the  vbriotis  Expresfiions 
used  by  par  Lord,  which  oertaidly  were  thu$ 
understood  by  'the    Jews ;    who  can  believe 

sidh.-^Dr.  'Pococke  asserts  tHat  the  Rabbins,  who  wrote 
t»«fotie' Christ  tilway  expected,  that  the  Messiah  •should 
appear  in  his  own  proper  ^Divinity,  asthe  SMiqfGad.-^ 
Thus  Nathaniel,  when  he  was  convinced  that  Jesus  was 
ihe  Messiah,  imiliediitely  cried  oiit;  **Vhoa  art  die  >Son 
vf  God ;  Thou  art  the  Kl9g  of  IsiaeL'' 

(*  )  'Mr/  Belsham/  hi'  6tder  lb  avoid  this  Tefctinony,  stefh 
f*Jt  may  haVe  t>een'a>^lip  of  the  .  Apostle\»  Tongve.io 
Dictatiog:  or  a  Mistake  of  h^s  Amanaenfti^;  or  atn  £rrO|r 

of  some  early  Transcriber;    or  there  may  be  a  variona 

lit* 

Reading;  or  the  Words  might  be  intended  in  a  different 
Sense;  or  the  Apostle  might  not  Study  perfect  Correct- 
ness of  Language ;  or  therd  might  be  some  other  Reaedn 
which  cannot  be  discovered .  — I  will  <  give  <  up  the  'T^it 
aff  altogether  /n^yexplicabley '  ioener  than  1  will  believe 
.  that  the  Apovtle  intended  in  this  casual  incidental  Manner 
to  teach  a  Doctrine  so  new  and  incredible." 

fllfi  Vdcem^mposUireSfnon^curftiit  ^^ 
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that  the  Apostle  should  propose  to  his  Bre^ 
thren,  as  a  perfect  Exan^ple  of  '*  Humility y'' 
the  Conduct  of  a  mere  Man,  or  Creature,  who 
barely  did  not  claim  Equality  with  the  Eier- 
nal  God  ;  when  at  best,  this  could  be  no  more 
than  an  Exemption  from  the  very  Summit  o^ 
all  possible  Pride  and  Ambition.  — His  Ar- 
gument (as  well  as  the  Meaning  of  the  Words) 
prove  that  **  in  the  Form  of  God/'  signifies 
being  truly  God  and  appearing  so ;  even  as 
"  the  Form  of  a  Servant,"  and  V  the  Fashion 
of  a  Man/'  signifies  being  truly  Man :  And, 
could  a  mere  Creature  *^  take  upon  him  the 
Form  of  a  Servant/'  seeing  he  must  always 
have  been  a  Servant  to  his  Maker  ? :     . 

The  Language  of  St.  Paul  evidently  ex- 
presses two  vei*y  different  States  of  Being  : 
one  highly  Exalted,  the  other  very  Humble^ 
In  onCf  Christ  is  represented  as  ''  being,  in 
the  Form  of  God/'  in  the  other,  as  ••made 
in  the  Likeness  of  Men,"  and  as  having  di- 
vested himself  of  one,  to  assume  the  other 
The  original  Language  is  rema.rkably  expres- 
sive of  the  Infinite  Difference  between  tte 
two  States.  Irt  one  Christ  is  wr«i/^«^,  in  the 
other    y^yoficvoc.     In    one,    fie   is   ^^  f^opt^ij  ficdw 

virapx***'  •  in  the  other  ^v  OfiowfiaTi  wv^ptaKUfv  ycvofXeyfiQ 

We  have  then  in  these  Words   6i  St.  Paul 
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«i  «xact    Counterpart  of   the   Language    of 
l^t.  John  in   his  Gospel,    in  wbicb  lie    say$^ 
tfaat  in  one  Slate  Christ  ^^«c  riv*  in  the  Mher 
waff,  tycvs^.      The   Resemblance   between  -th^ 
two  Passages    reflects  that    Degreie  of  Evi- 
dence on  each  olberr^hich  places  them  be- 
yond the   Power  of  UditariaQ  Misrepresent 
tation,  for  all»  who  will   not  judge  of  them 
\iy  Antecedent  Principles^  and  Reasons  iitfife- 
pendefU  pf  Revelation.     St.  Paul, in  his  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  h^s  the  same  Cqnti^  between 
Christ's    pre-existent    and    Human    Natures, 
but    differently    conducted ;     for  his    Object 
was   ddfSereni.      In  the   i^lpistle  to  the  PJhi- 
lippia^s  he  is  recommending  ^he  JBxampJe  of 
Christ's  iitfiit27%«  and  therefore  he  dwells  mosjt 
on  his  low  and  despised  Condition  on  Earth.  In 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews/ his  Obiject  is  to 
display  the  infinite  Value  of  thp  Sacrifice  of 
Christy  and  therefore  be  dwells  most  on  the 
Dignity  of  Christ's  pre-^isteni  State^     In  the 
latter  Passage  be  briefly  intimates  Christ's  hu* 
man  Nature,  and  that  only  for  the  Purpose  of 
mentiooin^  the  Reasop  for  which  he  assumed 
Mali's  Jiforfal'Nqtfure^  napiejy,  that  be  might 
4ie  for  the  Sins  of  Mankind. 

Mr*  Belshau)  says,  that  "  3ir  Richard  £11  jw, 
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k  faf *  FbmUia  SAcrM,  iki  a  iMurned  Nttm ' 
the  Text,  by^  great  Street  (after  Beza)  ttpon 
the  Word  ¥ttaf^,  as  appropriated  to  the  Divine 
Natutie  6f  Chriat,  vrhiie  y<i«/«i  and  ^iF/»i9«i*« 
al«  used  in  Reference  to  his  Human  Ntitare. 
But  to  support  thiB  €ritioism>  it  4Bast  be 
FH'st  prwed  th^t  Christ  had  a  Dimne  Na- 
hite.  (♦)  the  Word  tira^^  will  not  iteelf 
prove  it.  See  ScttLEuskaa/'  We  And  here, 
tt  oil  other  Oecasiofie,  thut  in  order  to  prove, 
the  Truth  of  Sctiptune  Doetrime,  Unitarians 


(^  For  'these  itbree  ll^rinciples,  that  the  Word  was 
^6d,  thfitt  lift  Wat  rke  Otdj^-fftgotttH  Son  bf  Ood,  mud  the 
iit$9iiu,  Wt  t#ly  dn  *ft  AlMhority  of  tSlt.  iAn  aad  As 
filcuUbtt  dt  Hn  Hoff  Spiift,  W«  M?l(  M  beyond  U10 
9«ripCaTM  tour  fro^*  «f  GtApsl  ppctriii£i|.  St.  ^  Jphu 
eci^tpuiljr  did  b«C  derive  the  Ttnn ,  Ao^oc  from  the  PU- 
tonists,  nor  from  fhe  Gnostics,  uor  from  the  Chsldee 
'l^araphrases  ;  Ibift  Ifrom  Scriptut^,  if  ft  mdst  be  sought 
te  4i^  writtieto  OHfia.  ¥«l  i|  is  ^ety  iiilei«stiag  to 
fiaa  the  tMUe  DMtriatf s  tn  tint  OMdlee  f^Maphran  1  of 
fit  Old  TsftiaBeil.    Bat  ^wh^a  we  employ  their  Te»tU  I 

ilWNiies,  we  do  Qpi  lagnlate    Christtta   Tjrpths  hy  IXah^  | 

Umc^l    Dufmfls.    For   #ilftr  Ibeport  of    sudh  ^DoctriDes  | 

doM   not   Amount  to  the  Measttfe   of  t&osptoi  ^Frnth.  J 

Thev  do  not  testify  AMt  iMVS  GiraisV  «#aa  fiat  Wost 
aad  0od,  the  Only-h^fj^otten  ^on  of  Ood,  and  the  Mes- 
iiai.  ^or  ihese  ITnNhl  wo  wt  iai9»bldi  vsMy^^io 
fl^ospkl  Revolalieii.  .  f     .    > ; 


Digitized 


by  Google 


MqoiK  Fniofr  trnfaffttfentto^ arid  imkpmyi^ 
9f  Scdptarii  (•);    Thik  is  the  iteal  QrottDci  lif 


n  See  Vdl  It.  Page  167,  ^o. 
'    <'  V  Ohvistiasl,  iiiBleaA:  of  infttr|Mr«tuig  Seri|^iifff  ky 

it  its  own.  Interpreter^  it  irould  not  be  very  lo^^g  k^oe 
t|ie  jpritnUive  Ffiiitb  would  be  universally  [recetved]." 
But  I  will  give  the  original  and  altered  Pass^f  in 
Contrast^  that  tlie  !Reader  may  Judg6  wliieh  U  «b<^t 
true. 

Ciurth  of  England.  Vnitmiaiu. 

U  Christians,  instead  of  If  Cbtiitiaiii,  iblttea^  «ff 

iflterpreting  Sprtptiire  by  a»*  interpretiiig    fjcrij^ture    by 

iecedattrndindtpendent  Prin'  Creeds  and  4rticU$t    would 

ctples^  would  make  it  its  own  malie  it  its   owA    latei'pjpe- 

Interpreter,  it  would  not  be  ter,   it  would  not  be  long 

T^ry  ioiig  |b«iore  tbe  prioiir  li^fore  tt|e    yj^^%  jEjpith 

|iir«  F^uth  WOD1I4  b^  o^iv^sr-  wpyld     be    PMiife]ni§Uy  r^. 

^ly  re^ehcd^  ceivcd* 

I  have  shown  before  that  UaitarianA  are  gOTerued^ 

Mtepedeal  Pjrtfieiples     in  tb^ir    laterpre^^ion  pf  Si^yip. 

ituce.    £or  Ijiat^npir  :  4hey^ay^  **  it  mi^t  l^e  fir^t  proved 

jto  them  tbftt^  Chri#t  {la^  %   Pivi.ne  Natyre,   }>e/i?re  J^h^y 

wiH  a^oMt  ib9l  th^'Wiv^a  9f  St.  JPfiujl,  if  Phil.  iL  9. 

have    any  Reference  to  tH^   Piyjn^  M^yture  of  Christ." 

If  Soriptnre  be   made   its   own  Interpreter,    the  single 

'  Pnaanjpp  M  Sc  Puil  iy  <?»  ^i^  fyid^fi  ^  f#U  more 

^vh^Q    c9tBp««ed  wil^  fpr  iiiaBwr's  Tfiji^x^j^j  of  him- 

«df«   aiiit  mink  JfO^n,   i    1—14;    Ji^b.    i.,  and  ii.  SiC. 
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Unitarian    anrbelief.      Th^y-*  d0   not    belierc 
Scripture  on  its  own  Account;  tkat  is,   they 


proves  that  Christ  had  a  Divine  Mature.  But  Unita-^ 
riaito  do  not  admit  it^  because  in  their  Interpretation  of 
Scriptore  they ^  are  governed  by  antecedent  and  extra- 
neooB  Pri&ciplesr  and  d«  not  make  Seri|»tDffe  ka  own  In- 
terpreter. 

But  they  assert^  that  we  interpret  Scripture  By  Creeds 
and  Articles.^  £et  them  produce  a  singre  Tnstance  vel 
which  any  orthodox  Commentator  has  interpreted  Scrip- 
tore  by  Creeds  and  Articles.  Creeds  and  Articles  are* 
collected  yrom  Scripture  ;  they  are  interpreted  and  con- 
firmed 6y  Scripture,  but  not  Scripture  by  them.  But  this 
ia  top  obvious  to  need  insisting  on.  It^is  not  the  Creed 
of  the  Church  they  object  to,  but  the  Establishment  which 
^holds  it :  and  therefore  they  strike  at  the  Establishment 
through  her  Cveeds  and  Articles.. 

I  would*  Mention  here,  that  Hymenttus;  Bis&op  of  JBlis,. 
and  other  Bishops  of  the  Council  of  Ahtioch,  declared  the 
Divinity  of  Christ  to  be  the  Faith  delivered  down  to 
their  Time  (A.  D.  270)  from  the  Apostles. 

Tt  will  not  be  vn-interesting  to  the  Reader  to  com- 
pare with  that  Declarationr,  the  Creed  of  the  Church  of 
JSUa,  contailied  in  the  Answers  of  Ctetechumens,  as  ft 
18  preserved  id*  Chatecheses  of  Cyrit,  Bishop  of  JStia 
or  Jerusalem — thus  translated : — 

**  I  belivein  one  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of 
Heaven  and  Earth,  and  of  all  Things  visible  and  in- 
visFifal^  r  and    io  (me    Lord    Jesus    Christ,  tha  only-ba* 
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^o  not  consider  Scripture  as  a  Divine  Re- 
yelation,  and  of  Divine  Authority ;  and  there- 
fore they  take  such  Liberties  virith  ibe  Text 
and  in  the  Interpretation  of  Scripture,  In 
Violation  of  all  critical  and  grammatical 
Principles,  as  no  Ma:n  of  Learning  coiild  take 


gotten  Son  of  God,  begotten  of  the  Father  before  afl 
Worlds,  very  God,  by  whom  all  Things  were  made ; 
who  was  incarnate,  and  made  in  the  Likeness  of  Men, 
crucified  and  buried  ;  who  rose  again  from  the  Dead  on 
the  third  Day,  and  sat  at  the  right  Hand  of  God,  and 
will  come  to  judge  the  Living  and  the  Dead,  of  whose 
Kingdom  shall  be  no  End  :  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Comforter,  who  spake  by  the  Prophets  :  in  one  Baptism 
''of  'Repentance,  in  the  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  and  in  one 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  the  Resurrection  of  the  Body, 
and  in  Life  everlasting."  This  Creed  was  in  use  be- 
fore the  Nicene  Creed,  as  is  evident  from  the  absence 
of  the  Term  o/ioovo'coc,  and  some  other  Terms  and  Titles 
belonging  to  the  Son  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  valuable  as  the  ancient  Creeds  of  the  Church 
are,  as  Evidences  of  the  primitive  Faith,  we  answer, 
that  we  Christians  of  the  Church  of  England  do  not  in- 
terpret Scripture  by  them  ;  we  admit  them  as  a  Rule  of 
Faith,  only  because  **  they  may  be  proved  by  most  cer- 
tain Warrant  of  Holy  Scripture."  For  the  National 
Faith  is  uniformly  governed  by  the  same  Principle, — 

THE    BiRLB,     AND    NOTHING    BUT    THE   BiBLK,    bein§^ 
THB  RbLIOJON  of  THE  CHUHCH  OF  ENGLAND. 
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with  any'  anci^iit '  CiUfsical  Writer/  If  th^ 
-conaidered  Scriptura  an  a  DivinAr  Revelation; 
thejr  would  admit  tbe  plaiti  told  i^vimiK 
'Meaning  of  any  am  Passagfei  as  aft  iodi^pm* 
table  Rule  of  Fakb.  But  thfey  8ay»  the 
Doctrine  must  be  First  prmsed  from  (rther 
Sources,  and  then  they  will  consent  to  belieye 
the  Wont  of  Ood.  Dr.  Carpenter  says,  **^>tt 
tbis  very  interesting.  Passage  I  have  little 
more  to  observe,  than  that  there  w  mot  one 
EstpressioH,  which  implies  that  Jesus  po»- 
•sessed  a  superior  Nature.-  The  whole,  I 
willingly  allow,  may  admit  of  a  eanve$nent 
Explanation  upon  the  Supposition  tk^t  such 
was  tiie  Case;  but  the  JPoint  is,  does  this 
Passage  ofit^fpnve  it  T  I  answer^  that  it 
4oes  undoubtedly ;  and  ihea  not  by  a  tim- 
venient  Explanation,  but  on  every  i*rincrple 
of  just  and  necessary  Construction.  So  does 
St.  John's  Gospel,  i.  1—3;  and  so  do  CoL  i. 
15,  16,  17;  Tit.  ii,  13;  Heb,  i.  1—8.  (*)  and 


<*)««B  a»  £?niatiQe  of  Jvlm^l  I.;  Col.  i.  1«,  ll^»». 
PUl.  u.  6.  an4  U^.  k  I  --a^  explsaned  and  ei^forced  %]r 
JBidK^  Pmtsqb  in  his  £x|milioB  tdi  th«  Ct^ei,  Aft.  SI. 
4uiil  io  the  Extrftot  inxm  hiA  Exfomidm,  Utdy  f^pHiMBad 
■M  CtLtrnMiAeB,  smd  enlitled,  Svripturt  Mvukmt  of  tie 
Divinity  ^  Ciriti^ 
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■iftiiy  other  Passanea*  Amy  one  of  tbfitt  Pas-^ 
sages,^  iiMglyy  pro:vds  the  .Divinity  td  ChrisL. 
How  ranch  mofe,,  then,  ought  their  comfaaned 
Testimony  to  silence  all  Unbelief?  It  ia  not 
the  Want  of  Bcriptnre  Evidence  that  hindcgre 
Relief  in.  Christ's  Divinity,  Bnt .  the  Adoption 
of  other  Principles  inconsistent  with  Scripr. 
tpre  Evid^ice;  and  the.  Want  of  that  Aequi<n 
escence  in  Scriptuie  Authority,  --^  of  that 
Faith, — which  St.  Paul  has  so  strikingly  de^^ 
scribed: — "The  Righteousness,  which  is  of 
l^aith,  speaketh  on  this  Wise,  Say  not  in  thine 
Heart,  Who  shall  ascend  up  into  Heaven? 
(that  is  to  bring  Christ  down  from  above  j)  or 
who  shall  descend  into  the  Deep?  (that 
is,  to  bring  Christ  up  again  from  the 
Dead,)  But  what  saith  it1  The  Word  is  nigh 
thee ;  even  in  thy  Mouth,  and  in  thy  Heart ; 
tbat  is,  the  Word  of  Faith  which  we  preach.  *• 
. — ^The  Apostle  says,  the  Word  of  Faith  is 
that  which  we  preach;  you  have  no  other 
Revelation  to  look  for :  Christ  ia  come,  has 
4ied,  and  i3  risen  again ;  pifji  we  ar^  in  Pos- 
session of  his  Instructions ;  you  have  only 
to  profess^  to  believe,  and  to  observe  tj^at 
which  he  has  «9Him»«ded  us  U>,daUvfr, 
to  you. 

But  to  return  to  the  Paissstg^  before  us.^r*. 
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It  is  aaJd  that  wapx^  to  be^  or  to  exkt/'  cloes 
not  of  itself  prove  "  Cfarist'e  Divinity."  -^ 
No  one  says  it  doeei.  But  vram^^,  in  Gon^f 
nexion  with  ^^in  the  Form  of  God,*'  does 
pcpve  it :  For  to  exist  in  the  Form  of  God» 
is  to  exist  in  the .  Nature  of  God  :  a  very 
different  Sense  from  being  the  RepresentiUive 
of  God  on  Earthy^  which  is  all  the  Meaning 
that  Unitarians  caiji  qr  will  discover  in  these 
Words, 

]LJnit.aria])s(*)  say,  '^  as  Christ  is  said  to 
have  appeared  in  the  Form  of  a  Servant, 
when  be  was  not  really  a  Servant,  so  he 
i;nigbt  appear  in  the  form  of  God,  without 
being  really  God."  Ao^Aoc  in  this  Passage 
does  not  pie^n  eit;ber  Servant  or  SJave  (t)  i  for 
C^brist  was,  ii)i  reality,  neither.  T^e  Inference 
therefore  drawn  from  the  Comparison  falls  tq 
tlie  Ground.  Aor\oc  b^re  mpans  a  Man  of  low 
apd  mean  Condition  (];)  such  as  our  Sayioiir*3 


(*)  Calm  Inquiry,  p.  130.    Dr.  Carpenter's  Letter  to 

Veysie,  p.  167. 

■ 

(t)  Mr.  Belsham  is  most  uimecessariiy  tenacious  of  tl|9 
cfffensire  and  inapplicable  Term  tlavt. 

(1)  AooXoc — (8)  qvx  tit  viliori*  cofuUtionU  ti   confemptus 
Phill.  ii.  7.  ScHLEUSNSR. 
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was  oa  Bartb.  And  in  thid  Sense  the  infer- 
ence  reqpils  with  great  Force  against  the  Uni- 
tarians. As  i^^v  Soj/Xoi;  expresses  the  real 
Conidftion  in  which  Christ  appeared  on  Earth, 
89  jiop^fi  Oe^v  does  the  real  State  in  which 
(jovr^c)  he  jpre-ea^ted  in  Heaven.  The  Mean 
ing  of  M^f^n  must  be  governed  by  the  Subject 
tp  which  it  is  applied.  Of  every  Thing  ob- 
vjiaas  to  the  Senses,  f^op^ri  means  th^  external 
apd  specific  Form;  but  of  immaierial  and 
ipvisible  Things  it  can  mean  only  their  essen- 
t^\  Nature; ;  and  ti^erefore  the  Greeic  Fathers 
e^p^in  /iop|^9,  as  applied  to  God,  bj  ^»(nc  and 

'  Being,  therefore,  **  in  the  Form  of  God"(i.  e.) 
possessing  the  Nainre  of  €tod,  "  he  t^iod^ht  it 
not  Robbei^y  to  be  equal  with  God.*' 

The  important  Word  in  this  Part  i>f  the 
Passage  is  cera  and  a  very  difficult  Word  it  is 
for  Unitarians  to  dispose  of :  it  is  not  easy  to 
evade  the  Meaning  of  Equality.  Jf  fhat  be 
its  Meaning,  the  Son  of  God  must,  in  his 
i)ivine  Nature,  be  ecjiial  with  the  J^ather. 
J$J^r.  J^etsh^m  says,  **itis  universdtly  agreed  f 
that  the  Words  c<ra  ee^,  here  translated 
equal  with  God^  oiily  express  SimilaHtjf^  not 

vol,  u  3  N 
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[proper  and  full]  Equality,  and  onght  to  be 
rendered  as  God,  or  like  God. — No  Person, 
therefore,  who  is  not  grossly  ignorant,  would 
infer  from  this  the  [perfect]  Equality  of  Christ 
with  God."  Mr.  Belsham  is  contending  for 
the  mere  Humanity  of  Christ.  He  does  not 
therefore  mean,  by  those  Words  which  1  have 
inclosed  in  Brackets,  to  make  any  the  least 
Concession  of  Divinity  to  Christ,  properly  so 
called.  He  did  not,  however,  observe  that 
these  Superlatives  were  quite  unnecessary  to 
his  Objection  ;  for  there  can  be  no  Equality 
which  is  not  perfect  Equality  between  two' 
eternal  and  uncreated  Persons.  Christ  cannot 
i|i  any  Sense  be  said  to  be  equal  with  God 
without  being  God.  If,  therefore,  «<^a  o«if»  be 
rightly  translated  equal  tpith  GQdy  th^t  is 
quite  sufficient  to  disprove  the  Unitarian 
Doctrine. 

In  desperate  Cases,  s^s  in  the  {strong  Evidence 
of  this  Passage  of  St,  Paul,  "  intrepid  Asser- 
tion" is  the  Unitarian's  §ole  Resource,  'f  It  is 
universally  agreed,  that  the  Words  taa  Qi^ 
mdy  express  Similarity."  When  a  Man  of 
'*  sound  Understanding  and  honest  Mind,'* 
y9ho  is  ignorant  of  Greek^  meets  with  such 
over-bearing  Language  as  this,  what  can  he 
4o  but  be  silent  ^nd  acquiesce?    But  when 
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Mr,  Belsbam  said  this,  how  was  it  possible  for 
him  not  to  know  that  \%  isi  most  untrue  ? 
Whitby,  whom  he  follows^  says  it  is  not 
'^  the  usual  Eposition."  Hammond  does  not 
agree  to  it,  Pearson  does  not  agree  to  it. 
BULI4  does  not  agree  to  it.  Every  Ortho- 
dox Church  in  Christendom  disagrees,  with 
it.  Mr.  Belsbam  may  well  wish  to  have  the 
simpHceSf  imprudentes^  and  idiota^  for  In- 
terpreters of  Scriptures,  and  Judges  of  bis 
Interpretations.  But  how  he  cQuld  sup- 
pose, that  in  this  inquisitive  JEra^  any  but  such 
could  be  content  with  an  Assertion,  so  pal- 
pably contrary  to  Fact,  is  inexplicable.  To 
add  Weight,  indeed,  to  his  Assertion,  already 
sufficiently  overbearing,  and,  perhaps,  to  pre* 
elude  Inquiry,  he  charges  with  gross  Igno- 
rance all  who  think  otherwise. 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  St.  Paul 
gives  this  as  the  Reason  for  his  taking  human 
Nature  upon  him  :  **  He  was  made  (^p^xv  r\ 
for  a  short  Time,  lower  than  the  Angels,  that 
he  should  taste  Death  for  all  Men. — He  par- 
took of  Flesh  and  Blood,  that  through  Death 
he  might  destroy  him  that  had  the  Power 
of  Death."  (ii.  9.  16.)  The  Son  of  God,  by 
whom  he  made  the  Worlds — the  Brightness  of 
his   Glory^    and    the  express     Image  of  his 
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Person— He  partook  of  I^kclitfhd  Bloodltliat 
he  ihig^ht  die-for  all  Men ;  So  i»  tlie  Spistle 
to  the  Pbilippmng.  Uewbo  was  in  the  Form  of 
God,  and  was  eqnal  with  CSod,  ^•^^tqv  tfxvwri> 
divested  himsdf  of  his  Divine  Natove,  and  be^ 
came  Man;  andbeingnade  Man^  he  humbled 
himself  to  the  Death  of  the  Cross. — In  both 
Passages  there  is  the  same  Change  from  a 
State  of  Divine  Glory  to  a  State  of  finmiiia^ 
tion  in  buman  Nature,  and  for  the  same  Pur^ 
pose,  that  Christ  might  die  for  all  Mankind.. 
The  Expression  of  the  Passage  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  is  very  remarkable^  both  a» 
to  Christ's  Divinity  and  his  Atonement.  The 
Son  of  God  was  fmr  a  short  Time  made 
lower  than  ike  Angels,  -that  he  might  die  f^t 
M  Men!  What  merely  Human  Being  eoifld 
have  been  an  Eqtiivalent  for  all  Mankind? 

Again,— rThe  Apostle  speaking  of  the  Pa- 
triarchs, said,  "  Of  whom,  as  concerning  the 
Flesh,  Christ  came,  who  is  over  all,  God, 
blessed  for  ever,  Amen." 

To  evade  this  decisive  Testimony,  it  hath 
been  proposed  to  render  the  last  Clause,  in- 
stead of  **  \rho  is  over  all,  God;  blessed 
for  ever,'^  by  the  following, — "God,  who  is 
over   all,  be  blessed  for  ever/'-^But  where; 
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•'^ 


then,  IS  the  Meaning  of  the  prec^feg  Ex- 
pression, "as  concerning  (he  t*lesfa f '  l^ten 
h6t  the  Energy  and  Propriety  of  thfe  IPas- 
^ge  depend  on  the  Contrast  between  the 
Clauses,  **  of  whom,  as  concelning  the  Flesh', 
Christ  came,*'  and  ***  who  is  all  over  all,  God 
blessed  for  evef  ?"'  And  does  ndt  such  a 
Change  in  the  Version  render  the  Passage 
tinmeaning  and  absurd  f 

**If  there  be  any  Evrdencie,*'  says^  Mf. 
Yates,  "  that  this  Translation  is  correct,  here 
would  be  a  Case  in  Point :  the  Words  of 
the  Apostle  would  present  a  clear  and  vsUi^ 
Argument  for  the  supreme  Divinity  of  Christ/ 
Page  180. 

All  that  we  have  heie  to  do,  tfara,  wi^ 
Regard  to  this  Text,  is  to  establish  the  Cor- 
rectness of  the  Translation,  which  we  shall 
"do  in  Air.  Yates's  own  Worda,  wi^o  is  of 
Opinion  that  *^  the  utmost  that  can  be  said, 
to  vindicate  this  rendering,  is,  that  it  doe^ 
not  violate  the  Rules  of  Grammar,  or  the 
Idioms  of  the  Greek  Language,  and  t^ere* 
fore  way  possibly  be  the  true  Tran/Blatioa.*' 
Here,  then,  we  are  entinely  at  Issue,  and  the 
Text  IS  allowed,  <•  Christ  is  ov«  aiU,  God, 
blessed  for  ever." 
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Again^  Coloss.  ii.  9.      In  faim  dwelleth  all 
the  Fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily  ;'*    which 
some  in  the  School  of  heretical  £rror«  (heed- 
less of  the  Context,  and  catching  at,  or  rather 
perverting  Words  for  their  disingenuous  Pur- 
pose,)  have  rendered  *'t»  tV'  for"t»  Atm," 
that  is^  (meaning  by  their   Beading)    In    the 
Gospel  is  clearly  manifested  the  Goodness  and 
Mercy  of  God ;  and  that  so,  '^  the  Fulness  of 
the  Godhead,"  as  to  his  Love,  and  Goodness, 
and  Mercy   to  his    Creatures,    ''dwells   ui," 
or  is  revealed  in  the  Gospel  /  /— *But  the  whole 
Context  and  Connexion  do  alike  oppose  this 
Opinion  and  Criticism — do  completely  destroy 
the  Conclusion,  and  evidence   the  Absurdity 
of  the  proposed  Alteration — For  if  we  were 
to  admit    it,  and  allow  that   the  Gospel  was 
here    meant,    instead    of  Jesus    Christ,     the 
Lord ;     How   harsh   and  absurd  would    the 
Context  prove  the  Alteration  ;  as  we  should 
be  compelled^  by  this  Rule,. to  admits  in  this 
and  the  following  Verses,  that  the  Gospel  is 
the  bodily  Inhabitation  of   God    himself,   or 
that   God   dwelleth    in    it  bodily : — that  the 
Gospel  is  the  ^'  Head  of  all  Principality  and 
Power,"  (verse  10)— that  the  Gospel  is  "cir- 
cumcised,"  (verse    !!•)    that   the    Gospel   is 
"buried,"  and  "  raised  again  from  the  D€?td/* 
(ver.  12.)  &c.  &c.  to  verse  16. !  I 
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Absurdity  of  denying  it.  ^^ 

The  word  it  or  Aim  must  b^  severally  ap- 
plied to  each  Part  thrpughoAt ;  and  let  any 
Man  of  common  Sense,  judge  for  himsfsl^  in 
tbis  Case.  (*) — Again, 

Stephen's  dying  Address  to  Christ  has  lately^ 
been  considered,  as  the  Wofdis  of  &  Man,  in* 
dn  Extacy  of  D^yotion,  or  in  the  Agonies^ 
of  Death ;  and  therefore  (say  they)  not  of  niueh' 
Weight  in  the  Case. — But  this  Argument  wS 

have  already  refuted,  (t) 

•  •  .        '.  * '    \ 

.  Once  more,.^*'  Ye  know  the  Grace  of  oup 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  that  though  He  wAei 
kicH,  yet  for  our  Sakes  he  bbcamk  poor," 
—What  shall  ve  say  tt>  these  Words  of  St« 
Paul  ?  Could  he,  who  was  horii  in  a  Stsible^ 
had  not  inhere  ta  lay  his  Head^  and  diedl 
on  a  Gross,  be  Rich  before  he  was  Poor ;  if 
he  did  not  exist  before  he  became  Man  ?  (:{:) 


(*)  See  Vo!^  ii.  page  21. 

if)  See    Vof*    If    Page   434,    *c. 

*  (t)  The    Reader  is  desired  ta  turn  to  the  Note,  Toh' 
II*  page  124,  for  more  of  tbeir  iDcon^isteot  Absnriiiti^^ 

x^en  of  their  religious  Commentary. 
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On:  *^  Dwmiiy  qf  Ckria. 

It  is  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  all  Aiiti- 
i^ity^  says  v  Dr.    Clarke,   in  hfs    Scripturie 
poctrine  of  the  Trinity    (p.  i21)»  that  the 
Angel,    who   said  (Exod.  iii.  16),    1  am  the 
God  of  thy  Fathers,  was  Christ,^'  which   he 
^Oafinas    by  a   large  CoUectioir  of  Autho- 
iplties.    Bat  the  Uii^arianSf   in  Defiance    of 
^  LeamiBg,   Aothoiity,  aa  Antiqiaity,  have 
Vqo  Scruple  ip  ^aying^  that  4i0  Antiqmty 
11^  urlBmlff  miiUah^%  in  the    Opjiiiion  as- 
cribed   to  them  by    Dr..  Clarket  so  far   m 
they  entertained  it.**    This  is   the  Language 
of  Mbr.  LndTiey,*  qvoted  by  Mr.^  Befeham  in 
bis  Calkn  Inquity  (p«  313,  914).    Mr.  Lind- 
sey  did  not    scrapie  to  oppose  bis  Opinnm 
tor  tbe  Jtidgment  of  all  AntiqoitTy  for  this 
notable  Reasowy^  becauss  Jesm  eaukt  not  he 
the  Godr  ufhMe  San  he  woe.    Bad   he  the 
Vanity  to  suppose  it  was  reserved    for  his 
Sagacity  to    discover  tba4i   a  Son  coiMnei 
be  his    own    Fattier  ?    or  the    Weakness    to 
tbiiak  that  Tertuitian,  €hemens  Alexandrimis, 
and  Origen,  could  overlook  sueh  an  Inconr 
sistency  ?    They   knew,  as  every    Reader    of 
the  New  Testiament  knows,  that  the  Sou  is 
uoV  the^  Falber ;.  bu*  at  the  sMie  Time,  and 
ctt  Ae  same  Authority,  they    kne#  as-  w^ 
Icnov^,  thut  the    Son  is  God"  as  well  as  the 
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'  Absurdity  of  denying  it.  481 

Father  (John,  i.  1.  14  ;  Tit,  ii.  13;  Rom.  ix* 
6  ;  1  John,  v.  fiio),  and  equally  with  the 
Father  in  Nature  and  iPower  (Phil.  ii.'6)5 
ajad  that  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  Ihe  Holy 
Ghost  are  equally  God,  and  one  God,  But 
hoiv  they  ?ire  one  God,  as  tjie  Scriptures 
have  not  revealed  to  us,  we  shall  never 
know,  so  long  as  we  are  in  thjs  mortal  body, 
jptnd  "  see  through  a  Glass  darkly,  and  in 
part  only."  For  su.ch  Knowledge  we  must 
wait,  till "  we  see  Face  to  Face,"— '*  this 
Gorruptible  having  put  on  Incorruption,  and 
this  Mortal  having  put  on  Immortality." 

But;  the  greatest  Absurdity  is,  They  say, 
that  The  Son  of  God  is  a  mere  Creature,  not 
God  by  Nature;  b«it  yet  truly  and  really 
God  by  Olfice,  and  by  Divine  Appointment 
arid  Constitution ;  (*)  to  vdiqm  the  very  sam0 


'  (*)  I  shall  content  myself  with  remar]ciog,  that  so.fttf 
from  bei^g  called  Go^,  .on  ^epount  o/  his'Qffice  which 
he  assuoied  as  Saviour  of  Xhp  WqtI^i  Jesus  Christ 
pould  not  have  excepted  th^t  .QflBce;  nay,  could  not 
^ave  undertaken  tfaat  tremendoM^  RespoQsibility,  .ha4 
^e  been  inferior  tP  Go(}.— Sei?  page  ^39,  &c.  Vol,  j. 

The  Doctrine  of  4 tenement  is  a  Delusion,  if  Jesuf  Clfr^t 
•  '  VOL   II  '  3  O 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4eSL         On$he  pimnitu,  of  €kria. 

Uoaour  apd  Wpreihip  is,  v>  Ue  given,  ,whic% 
IK*,  giv*.  tQ  \m  ;wbo  is  iJod  by  Natnre..-»» 
Put, 


^8  B0|  Godi     H,e  is  an  AH-sufllcient  Saviour,   l)ecause 
)ie  19  Ood ;  pot  God,  because  he  is  the  Savioar. 

Jhe  ^c^t  Manner*  in  which  Mr.  Belshqni  h&s  tl^oqghlt 
proper  to  represent  the  orthodox  Notion  of  the  Atone^r 
inent  is^that  Man  <;oi;Id  **  not  have  been  saved,  unless  one 
fBodlka^  4i^>  to  satisfy  the  Justice/  and  i^ppe^se  the 
Wnib  of'^f4h(^r.  iRetifv,  Spe.p,  39}.)  Hbm  iat  liaii^ 
piai^e,  witli  "w^^  I  ^Pi|14  ^^  have  disgrai^i^cl  Qiy  V^g% 
but  thi^t  It  may  serve  to  shew  ho^r  d(mg.erQus  a  Thio^  it 
i$9  to  open  a  Door  to  Opinions,  tliat  can  admif  of  treating 
^Jii^ect?  tl^n^Qst  ai^ed  wHh  %  Leyity^  vhieh  %eefl|»  ao 
pearly  alljeid  t^  Impiety.  . 

!%« i^enf  ^t^manity  of  Ohrist^  ^i^  the  Atoi:^ement  are 
l^poc^f  aitjU))e  |)optrioe9.  Tha  ti^o  Sjibject^^  ^6  Atpne*; 
j^m  md  DJtymty  ^f  (^s%,  have  t^M  I)?gree  of  nepes§ary 
P^iinexion  with  each  other,  that,  if  one  only  l)e  true,  the 
ptha»can|M4be.  Miv  B^lsham  very  justly  obsefve^g,  that 
Vf  if  the  propef  Humanity  of  Christ  be  once  established j^ 
4ie  comnioBly  received  Poctrioe  ef  w^tqnement  falls  to 
$he  Ground,'*  In  whiph  Position  %  Wly  concur  witli 
ikim.  Tor  no'  mcrt  Man  could  becoiue  a  TSin-qferingy  or 
Atov^ment^  for  another  Man.  The  '  iPi^etlmist  says  (in 
^e  B]bl^  Yereion),  f!  None  of  them  can  by  any  means 
^edeiim  (XyrfMSac^di)  !i|8*  ^rothe^,  npr  give  to  God  a 
Bansom  (ricXctr/Ao)  for  bimV'  (Pfialpa  ilix.  7.)  If,  there-: 
fore,  the  Docftrine  6f  Atonement  and  Propitiation  by  the 

fle^tt^  of  Christ  be  ^stablvihed,    w^   obtain   "fih^^  Vvk 
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in  bringitig  Idolatry  ibl^  the  Cl^iMiiiA  M^li-' 


tSLtiitn^t  I  bojfe,  will  ttllow  \o  b«  An  indbf^tilAbte  Afgii- 
ihfcnt  fof  his  Divioit^^.  It  is  hd  Wohdef  thatihfey,  Whd 
df^ny  tli^  Diviriity  of  Christ,  dieny  alsd  his  Atoiidhl^nti 
They  wholly  reject  all  Idea  of  vicaHous  Satiifacfbn  Vf- 
the  Death  of  Christ ;  aftd  dbjeel  to  thd  Word  Ahhuf^ 
fkienf,  ^  an  indtfinite  Term.  lAietr  real  Objedtidft  to  til«' 
Term,  as  a  Translation  of  KutaKhAyri^  I  ^boiild  r^thhr^ 
8n{>po8e  to.  be,  tbat  it  too  definitely  expresses  what  Ihey 
deny.  But  if  they  will  look,  to  the  u$e  pf  the  Weidj 
'*  Atonement"  in  the  Translation  of  the  Old  Testamenti 
instead  of  reinning.  to  its  Etymology ;  ot  if  Tbey  wiU  e»»{ 
aantse  the  M^anmg  of  the  oiiginal  Tertn  in  the  Greek 
of  either  Teiitament  (for  the  Greek  of  onie  iM  a  Com-* 
ment  on  the  other)^  they  wiU  fiody  in  the  relative  Use 
of  the  English  Word  Atonemeni  (in  tfie  IVavslation  of 
both  Testaments),  and  of  the  original  T^rtoa  MaraXXayi;, 
i\cL&fU»Qf  ikkurrrifitog^  aKrt^tfnp^Vi  o^'ofvpetr^  Wpoa^peiVi 
T€\ciovv^  &c.  whieh  in  the  New  Testament  are  applied 
to  the  Atoheiheift  atd  Propitifitioft  hyf  €hriftt't  D(>a(h^ 
that  the  Word  Atonement,  arid  thfe  i^l^lve  ifti^HfA  Ttttiki, 

are  by  no  Mean^  iff  litdeAnitb  Iniport. 

» 

Unitartanili  then^  deny  nil  '0iciiri0us  ShUi9fii0iion  ot 
JSKpiaiion  by  the  IHadi  o£  Chl^islk^  is  »f^hb  of  4hfl  li^ 
Mml  alid  dlre<^  M4dfeii«g  df  aHaay  Pa^aagies  of  ^cfi|itiire^ 
snth  as  I  Tim.  ii.  6\  *•  Wh«  giive  hiDiielf  a  Rtnufim 
fcr  all/'  0  iovs  envrop  «ifT/\vl-fi#r  trirl^  wUvtwr*  .  WbAt 
is  the  plaifl  aod^  obvmd  Semra  of  Ramain^  but  a  «ic4l^ 
fiom  £^i««Ararr  Ail 
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4m.         On  the  DMnify  of  ChfUt. 

gi<>il  ?  —  One  ifiAiii  Design  of   whicb  Wa*  tor 
b^tii)9h  such  Practicie  out  of  the  Worldl    And/ 


,  But  the  original  Term  it  most  expressive  of  tkariwts 
Satisfaction.  AvrA-Xvrpov  signifies  wbat  Is  giren  instead 
of 9  the  price  paid  for^  the  ransomed,  as  in  Matt.  xx. 
28.  \vTp&i  a\Ti  woWtty,  "  a  Ransom  for  many."  And 
as  to  the  Sense  of  Expiation,  it  is  remarkable  that  ai^ 
most  all  the  Words  that  are  applied  to  the  Death  oC 
Christ,  have  a  sacrificial  and  jitactf/ar  Meaning. 

The  following  explanatory  Text  is  taken  from  Schleus-^ 
ner's  Lexicon,   fail  to  the  Purpose, 

Bom.  ▼.  u«  ^    KaraXXdyrf,  fto\}T\%  commutatiaf^  permutatfOw 
Metaphorice,  reconciUatio,  pacificati».  Speciatim 
in  Novo  Testamento  dicitur  immttniiasa  peccatis, 
t  et  pmnis  peccaiorum,   qua    Christa  debttu>  ;    ex- 

piaiio  peccatonim.  Rom,  V.  hi,2rov  vuv  nyv 
xaraWayriy  £\afiofi€y.  (£nglish  Version,  by 
whom  we  have  now  received  the  At&nemenlj, 

■  "  »  . 
.  Cmtariftas  object  to  the  common  Version  of.  the  jPas- 
sage  here  quoted,  and  say  that  it  ought  to  have  been  trans- 
lated Reconciliation,  as  it  is  in  other  Places  ;  witbent 
observing,  that  their  Objections  to  the  Death  of  Christ, 
flff  a  Satisfaction,  a  Substitution,  a  Means  of  profitiaiing 
God,  would  have  no  Advantage  from  the  Alteration. 
For  the  ReconciUaiiort  obtained  by  Christ's  Death  is  the 
Consequence  of  the  Atonement  and  Expiation  made  by 
kim,  aswill  be  obvious  to  any  one  from  the  Perusal 
of  the  iHreceding  Passages  of  the  JNew  Testament. 
In  Heb.  ii.  17,  Christ  is  said  to  **  make  ReconciiisiPitim 
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Absurdity  of  denying  it. '  isli 

wilt  they  contend,    in  real  and  good  earnest, 
that    the   giving    Divine  Worship   to  a  mare 


for  the  Sins  of  the  People/^  But  what  is  the  original 
Term  ?  c/c  ro  CKaotcti^ai  ta^  afiafn-iac  rov  Xaov^  to  expiate/ 
to  atone  /or,  \o  procure  the  Pardon  q/^  their  Sins,  ."  God- 
reconciled  the  World  unto  himself  by  Christ"  (2  Cor.  v^ 
18,  19) ;  that  is,  by  the  Death  of  Christ ;  and  the 
Consequence  of  his  Death  and  Expiation  was  the  Re- 
mission of  our  Sins :  ''  not  imputing  their  Trespasses 
unto  them"  Be,  who  knew  no  Sin,  was  accepted  as  a 
Sinner  (a/jiapTfa  pro  afxaprtoX^),  and  died  on  the  Cross  as 
a  Sinner,  virep  rip.(ttv^for  us,  on  our  Account,  and  in  our 
stead,  that  we  might  be  justified  and  pardoned  by  God, 
through  Christ.  (2  Cor.  v.  21.)  Our  Sins  are  expiated, 
that  is,  put  atvaj/,  and  not  imputed  to  us,  through  the 
Death  of  Christ.  "  Now  hath  he  once  appeared,  to  put 
away  Sin   by  the  Sacrifice  of  himself,    (Heb.  ix.  26.) 

Man  is  no  where  said  to  put  away  the  Guilt  of  his 
own  Sins,  but  Christ  only.  He  is  to  'work  out  hi? 
Salvation  with  Fear  and  Trembling,  by  Obedience  to  the 
Gospel,  and  by  Works  meet  for  Repentance,  But  his 
best  Works  cannot  put  away  the  Guilt  of  Sin.  His 
renewed  and  perseyering  Obedience  can  alone  entitle 
him  (if  I  may  so  say)  to  the  Benefits  of  Christ's  De^tfa. 
Is  the  Doctrine  of  Atonement,  therefore,  an  Encourage- 
ment to  Sin  ?  By  no  Means.  St.  Paul,  the  zealous 
Magnifier  of  the  Grace  of  God,  says  expressly. ''/  Not 
the  Hearers  of  the  Xaw  are  just  before  God,  but  the 
Doers  of  the  Law  shall  be  justified,"  (Rom.  ii.  13.) 
The  Doctrine  of  Atonement  does  not  release  Men  from 
the   Necessity   of    Repentance    and   Faith    and     per- 
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4§d  On  t^t  Divinity  of  Christ. 

Cr^atDilte,    (dd  they  tiill  have  it,)   te  not  Ido-* 
\Utf  ? 

What !  No  AbsuFdity  in  a  God,  as  it 
were,  but  of  Yesterday  ?— in  a  created  God  t 
•*-in  a  God  merely  by  positive  Institution ! 
—and  thi^,  in  Opposition  to  a  plain  moral 
iPrecept   of  eternal   Obligation,    and    to  the 


severing  Obedience  unto  tEe  End;  and,  if  rightly  un^ 
derstood,  is  not  more  capable  of  Abuse,  tban  that  of 
Repentance  itself;  for  the  scriptural  Sense  of  Redemp-^ 
iioHf  through  the  Death  of  Christ,  implies  the  Sancti- 
JUation  of  the  B^edeemed :  for  **  he  gave  himself  for  ua 
(sponte  mortis  aupplicium  in  se  suscepit),  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  Iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a 
^eeuliar  People  zealous  of  good  Works/'  If  Men  can 
90  far  ''  despise  the  Riches  of  God's  Goodness,  and 
Forbearance,  and  long  Suffering,"  a«  not  to  know 
**  that  the  Goodness  of  God  leadeth  them  to  Recent* 
anoe,''  it  will  not  be  the  Coosequenoe  of  the  Doctrine 
of  Atonemcoit,  bnt  through  **  their  Hardness  and  impeni-r 
t^tit  Heart,  treasuring  up  unto  themselyes  Wrath  against 
the  Day  of  Wrath,  sOiA  Revelation  of  the  righteous 
Judgment  of  God."  But  wlnat^er  abOie  the  Doctrine 
is  capable  of^  it  is  the  Doctrine  of  ^qripture,  as 
any  oue  ttia|^  see,  who  will  abide  by  the  plain  and 
abrioutf  Sense  of  the  New  Tetftaiaent,  is  expressed  iff 
the  comnioa  Yeirsion,  or  will  goveril  bis  liiquiri^s  bf^ 
a.  Mffict  Attewtten  to  the  origioat  T^kt. 
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il^ed  /w4  imfDi»t»bla  N«turo  ^  Bevoa  of 
Things.  (*) 

So  thai  to  avoid  the  Shadow  and  AppearaBce 
of  a  Plurality  of  Deities,  tliey  really  run  mih 
it,  by  ad  [pitting  of  two  Gods,  the  One  by 
Nature,  and  the  other  by  Ofl$ce. 

Th^  DiflSculty  ig  realty  iae3(trio«l?la,  wd 
Ab^rdity  manifest.  God  hath  d^lared  him* 
»elf''jeaiaw  of  his  Honour,"  s^nd  tb^  '^  H0 
will  not  givci  bis  Qiory  to  iknother."  And  the 
Apositl^  hath  demribed  Idolatry  to  be  the 
giving  Service  or  Wori^hip  to  Things  ^*  wbieb 
by  Nature  a|j^  »o  God«!." 

The  Scriptures  were  written  to  recover  Meh 
from  Idolatry  to  the  Worship  of  the  true  God. 
What  shall  we,  then,  think  of  all  the  Proofs 
that  have  been  adduced,  if  Christ  be  not  God  1 
and  particularly,  (with  regard  to  the  present 
Argument,)  what  shall  we  say  to  John's  Con- 
clusion of  his  first  Epistle,  when  having  raeur 
tioned  Jesus  Christ,  he  adds,  "  This  Person 
(0YT02)  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  Life. — 
Little  Children,  keep  yourselves  from  Idols.'* 

(•)  S^e  TcruUian's  Definition  of  the  Word  Gq<||  Pag^ 
83.  See  also  Note,  Vol.  i.  of  this  Work,  Page  447|  *(?, 
^j|0fe  tliifl  19  ^IxfMj  spfken  tf , 
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488  On  the  DivinUjfof  Christ. 

.    IxL  a  Word,  all  the  Glosses  fnade  by  Urn- 
tarians,    shew    how   they    marr  the  geniriiie 
. Features  pi  the  Gospel;    bow    they   deform 
and   degrade   every.  Thing  Christian   that  it 
Touches. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  Room  to  examine 
and  settle  all  the  Texts  pur  Opponents  have 
perverted  to  this  Purpose;  neither  is  there 
any'  Occasion  for  it :  for  ^when  you  find  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  called  "  our  God  and  JSaviour,— 
our  Lord  and  Saviour, — God  manifest  in  the 
'Flesh,  —  Jehovah  our  Righteousness,  —  the 
mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father, — the  Alpha 
and  Omega, — the  First  and  the  Last, — the  Sun 
of  Righteoijsnes^,  —The  Prince  of  Life, — the 
.liOrd  of  Glory,  by  whom  all  things  in  Heaven 
and  in  Earth  were  created  and  by  whom  they 
now  consist,  in  which  Person"  (for  these  high 
Purposes)  "  there  was  God  reconciling  the 
World  to  himself,  eyen  all  the  Fulness  of  the 
podhead  bodily,"  Mrith  numberless  other  Ex- 
pressions of  the  game  Effect,  can  yon  want 
Evidence  in  the  Case  ? — If  you  do,  you  |are 
too  far  gone  for  any  to  reclaim  you  : — If  you 
think  not ;  then  you  see  the  grand  Error  of 
Socinianism. 

It  is  uT^-necessary  to  form  Arguments  afi^i^ 
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fHt  the  IHlbhftafioA  ^  (b^e  «Fho   m  faMffk 

itiat  ObjfttlioMs  trtiv*  f/eV#  fecefl?^  a  Bjfft^ 
fdt*fian  :  aild  tt »  Woffe  tttiH  Fdli^  to  iifit% 
foirwaM  a  ««  «r  Worii^tfe  ^j^tftidfli,  iHA 
all  the  Pisplay  of  Novelty,  wfffi^  fiffflc^  flifc 
Days  of  St.  John,  have  been  produced  tbou^ 
sands  of  Times,  and  thousands  of  Times  re- 
futed. (♦) 

Nothing  new  can  be  advanced  on  the 
Points  in  Dispute.  —  The  same  Objections 
urged  and  re- urged  with  persevering  and  un<^ 
yielding   Obstinacy,    have  as   repeatedly  and 


(*)  Error  and  Iqfidelity,  like  baneful  Planets,  haT« 
their  periodical  Revolutions  ;  they  cao  only  go  round  and 
round  the  same  Topics,  in  an  eternal  Girc^le,  without  adf 
▼ancing  one  Step  further. — They  produce  nio  nep  Forees^r^ 
They  only  bring  those  again  into  the  Field  wl^ich  have 
been  so  often  baffled,  n^aimed,  and  disabled,  thiTt  in 
Pity  to  them«  they  ought  to  be  disniissed,  ^nd  dischargefdt 
from  any  further  Serviee.— «-'<  ^andtm  Cantilei^am  canufit^ 
Idem  Sexcenties  Millies  audivi.^  There  is  no  Objection  bii^ 
what  hath  received  repeated  i^od  satisfactory  Answers. 

See  Berrima'h's  Historical  4'CCOunt  of  the  Trinitari^ 
Controversy^ 

YQL  If  ^   V 
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satisfectorily  been  answered;  and  every  At* 
tack  against  the  impregnable  Fabric,  tbe  Sur 
preme  Divinity  of  Christ,  has  in  every  In- 
stance feiled ;  and  every  Effort  has  been  as 
utterly  unavailing,  as  would  be  the  puny 
Attempts  of  an  Infant  to  r^ise  9^  Mountain 
front  its  Baser 
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PART  XXV. 


ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT^ 


A  mmmary  Account  qfthe  Divimty  of  Christ  f 
with ,  the  Doctrine  qf  the  MetaMished 
»  Churchy  agreeable  to  it. 


After  the  full  Examination  of  this  Sub^ 
jecty  and  the  numerous  Proofs  in  the  Case^ 
it  may  be  of  Service  to  recapitulate,  in  brief^ 
th«' Sum  of  the  Testimony  borne  by  Je$us, 
Christ  hiipselfy  and  by  his  authorized  Ser- 
vants, on  the  gre^t  Subject  before  us. 

The  inspired  Writings,    *as  we  hav6  seen,) 
have  given,  us.  the .  History  of  ^  wonderful 
Individual,    the    Descendant  *  of  Adam,   and* 
Abraham,  and  David,  the  Son  of  Mary;  who 
was  born  in  a' Manner  contrary  to  the  ordi- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


49%  On  the  Divinity  of  ChriH. 

'■ary  Course  of  Nature,  and  whose  Character, 
Conduct,  and  Fortunes,  with  their  Effects^ 
through  all  Time,  have  been  the  most  re- 
markable that  have  ever  engaged  the  Atten- 
tion of  Mankind.  (*) 


(^  Tht  Writers  of  the  l#*w  Testament  often  content 
themselTes  with  iniimating  Doctrines,  which  they  do  not 
expressly  ^t^;  'W^i^M  rwn;fl»Wy  tfei^  Qase^ith  regard 
to  the  Divinity  of  onr  Lord  and  Sayiour  Jesus  Christ  ;-^ 
■ja  Ppptriner  which  they  sometimes,  indeed,  assert  in  tbe 
plainest  Terms ;  but,  on^  other  OccauonSj,  deem  it  sa£^«' 
ci^nt  to  asf^nmoy  ss  known,  onderstood,  and  admitted. 
8t.  Lnb^  eepeotaHyv  h«»'a  H^oldQittg  'thie,  ina^reai 
Measwre  pisealiar  lo^liiqo^Mdy^  aifi^tp.^^igitiig^  recorded  by 
hWy-  Intfaatipng. tesBggtiPft  th%  X>igtiii^.o£  Jtesiu^Chmty 
though  they  ha?e  not  been  so  generally  noticed  and  insisted 
on,  we  find  throughont  this  Evangelist's  TFritings.  To 
8ioii»  of  tfleee  y^  vtMnom  diHrect  the  AMention  of^the 
I^sflduf  -bvVhia  hii  sMord^ifeft  4iagd,  aiu  seising  t9. 
i^ic^aii.of.^!^  t|i^.$^itl>  iHvIJhi  foU^wii|g'?<Hr»st 
—•Vl^^nj^  9f  %,<?l»il4;efl.,Qf:  Isj-a^  tM^  I^l  tnfujp  £||« 
hord^  Thfir  God,^  and  he  shall  ^(^^e/bre  j^tmiu  the  Sgir)^. 
and  Power  of  Eliaa." — He,  before  whom  John  the  Bap^ 
tisi  went  in  th«  Spirit  and  Power-  of  JBiia»,  w<r»  ChristJ 
l^erefore^  ,QV»i  »  *'^^  ^^^*.  ^^^  Gf)d.'*^T}m  W^4» 
of  the  Apostle  imj^fy  this,  th^ngh  they  do  not  assert  it*. 
'Hie  same  Truth  is  intimated  again,  when  he  say^*-^ 
*inmi, Ohlid,  shahr be«i^d'Ui^]^op&et^of 4b(^ tiigJ^t*^ 
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amcmg  Mortak,  th^  Vnion  Qt  Meebacsa  iiwi! 


pres^Iy  said.  Again  we  cea4*  ia  the  7th  Chafiterf^ 
^  Xbere  came  a  f  ea)^  on  aU,  anA  Uiajr*  glosifiad  Godg, 
sa^ing^,  that  a^  ^eat  Pro^et  ia  riaei^  up  among  u»;  and* 
t]^aX  6m;?  bA)s  vjUk^d  hk  Peopjie*  Aadj  thJ5>  riiaioiw  o/f 
lfit;i  went  fottb  tbraughoul  all  Jiidea;*'  — tlpt  '»^  tm- 
!Rufnpui  of  Chmtp,  as.  plainly  appeai;a  from  thei  CoaUxl^- 
Therefor^t  th^io  sayiag  that.  Gad  had.  Tisited  his;  Paopjba  > 
wa^  a  Bfii99iir  of  Ghrislk^  or  coftceniing  Chciatt  and. 
pjaiplff  bel.ong,<9d  to  Bim^  like  the.  jfprflicr  Fai^  of  tht^ 
I^(^gort,  /'ll^tti  a,,  gipeat  Prophet  waa  riaaa  opvanpa^: 
thfQ^f  which  must,  ha^e  appe]:taia6d  to  Chriat^  aad  tar 
f»<mc  buf  At^i.-r^AgaiHr  in  .tha  8tb  Ghapteii  we  raadtbat; 
OUT  lior,d  to|cl  thQ,  MaQ^  aat  of  whom>  ht.  had  caati  tha» 
l^^on  of.DAvila,  to.vetufD  and  ahAW  hawgrgat  Thiogif* 
God,  hi^i  data^for  him.!'  -r  Hem  the .  l^ng^Ust  plaMy* 
intimUtt  that  JesuA,  Christ  i&  Gfid^—f^^  a]«Qy<  io  tha  Qtlv. 
Chfrptertr-*' Xhey  wmre  all  ama4ed«attho  mighty,  Powav 
of  God*  Th^y  WQad0red  every  one  at  all:  Thiagife  which.- 
Jpj$m  d\<^,  .  U.ei^«  in  a  Way  as  strongly  aa.  Word«  o«o>' 
im^  \X,,J.e9us  in^Gfud^—J^  the  10th  Chapter^  J^saua^scomrv 
m|vi)ds  hi3  J>is^i|ilAs  to  "piraf^  to  the  LorAo€.ik»,HM* 
T^t  tl^ati^  Bf,  WQiild  send  foctb  Labaareiia  into^bis  Har^ 
Te^;"— rati^,  a4fls  ijamediately^  *'Qq:  your,  wa^a^  bdbold^. 
•rr/,  s^Pd.  JPa  fprtku"  Chdst^  tb^eforfv  ia  the  Lard^  ofi 
tkpi  Harvest,  tp.w4a«pf  ^^  ar^^  tA  pcay^—^Tibii^..  ia  thak 
17^,  Cb|(f|er^,ifA  r^t  tMtai|#.of  the^teaX^IMMB^  whiNi^. 
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Majesty.    All  his  Dispositions  were  the  most 
lovely,  yet  dignified.     His  whole  Moral  Cha- 


hetiled,  'turned  back,    and  irith  a  loud   Voice  glorified 
God,  find  fell  down  at  His  Feet,    giving    Htm  thanks.*^ 
Here  the  Evangelist  assumes  or  intimates,  that  He,  whom 
the    Stranger    "glorified,"  and  He,   at  whose  Feet  he 
''  fell  down,"  were  the  same.     And,  to  confirm  us  in  this 
Xiew,  the  Lord  himself  speaks,  almost  immediately  after 
of  the  Man's  "  returning  to  give  glory  to  God ;" — which 
in-oves,    that   tjie    Person  of  Christ    was    the  particular 
Object   of  i\^  Glory    then    rendered  to  the  most  High  ; 
for,  otherwise,  the   Man  might  harve  **  given  Glory  to 
God,"  without  returning  to  Jesus,  by  **  going  and  shew- 
ing himself  nnto. the  Priests. — In  the  same  Way  we  are 
told,  in  the  19th   Chapter,   that  *'  the    whole  Multitude 
began    to   rejoice    and   praise    God   for   all    the  mighty 
Works  that  they  had  seen,  saying,  Blessed  be  the  King, 
that  Cometh  in  the  Name  of   the  Lord ;" — that  is,  they 
''  praised    God  in  blessing   Christ. — We    find  the  same 
Mode  of  speaking  in  the  Acts,  of  which  St.  Luke  was 
the  Author.     When  Paul  was  at  Athens,  '''some  said,"^ 
as  the  Evangelist  remarks,  ''  he  seemeth  to  be  a   sietter 
forth  of  strange  Gods ;  because,  he  preached  unto  them 
Jesus  and  the  Resurrection."     Immediately  he  gives  us  a 
Specimen  of  the  Apostle's  Preaching,  in  which  two  Sub^ 
jects  appear  in  Order: — First,  the  Nature  of  flie  true  God, 
from  the  22nd  to  the  StOth  Verse,— then,  in  the  Remain- 
der, the  Resurrection.    Thus,  St.  Paul  preached  to  the 
Athenians  the  tiue  God  and  the  Resurrection ; — that  is,, 
says  the  Evangelist,  *^  be  preached  unto  them  Jesus,  and 
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racter  was  the  Perfection  of  analloyed  and 
absolute  Goodness. 

Yet  his  Lot  was  Poverty,  Contempt,  and 
Sorrow.  Besides  all  outward  Distresses,  He 
was  evidently  the  Victim  of  some  mysterious 
and  inward  Cause  of  Grief,  the  most  agoniz- 
ing and  unparalleled. 

For  these  his  Sufferings  there  were  Reasons 
and  Motives  founded  in  consummate  Wisdom 
and  the  most  generous  Philanthropy ;  and 
there  were  Designs  wl^ich  reached  forth  to  all 
the  Nations  of  Mankind,  to  all  Times,  to  the 

vast  Comprehension  of  the  eternal  World. — 
These   Effects  of  his   Life  and  Actions,  and 


the  Resurrection."  -Thus,  the  Eyangelist  intimates  many 
Things,  which  he  does  not  state  expressly;  and,  thus 
leaves  us  to  discorer,  hy  devout  Attention  and  Comparison, 
in  reading  what  he  has  writtei*  those  glorious  Characters 
in  the  Person  of  Christ,  which,  perhaps,  impress  them- 
selres  more  powerfully  on  the  Believer's  Mind,  when 
thus  applied  to  it,  than  by  any  more  direct  Mode  of 
Communication. — It  is  fitting,  that  we  should  bestow 
some  Thought,  sonie  Pains,  and  Diligence,  in  searching 
llkro^ghout  the  Bible*,  for  the  Knowledge  of  Christ,  as 
«'  the  true  ^od''  and  <'  eternal  Life."  There  and  thus  let 
ns  seek,  and  they^who  do  thus  seek,  shall  find  the  **  Pearl 
'  of  great  Price." 
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bis  S«d«riii9B  attd  DteUi,  can  be  neswkiti 
only  by  the  Extent  and  Daration  k4  tiesb- 
preme  Good ;  --of  that  Good,  He  is  the 
Teacher,  Possessor,  and  Givier. 

Having  triumphed  over  all  the  Mal^i(|r 
of  Sin»  and  all  the  Power  of  Paioi  He  held« 
the  JBmpire  of  Life  and  Happiness,  and  it 
**  the  Author  of  Eternal  Salvation  to  all  them 
that  obey  bitti/' 

With  the  Declaration  of  these  high  Powers 
and  Prerogatives,  we  have  incidental  Intima^ 
tions  and  direct  Assertions  of  his  possessing 
another  Condition  of  Being,  superior  to  that 
in  wbich  He  appeared  among  Mortals,  pre- 
existent,  hpaventy,  and  divine. 

In  a  Sense  peculiar  to  himself,  he  is  the 
Soft  of  God.  His  Natare  ii  p^ifmi^  k&iwk 
only  to  God  the  Rather,  co-existeiit  triti 
hhn.-^He  existed  and  acted  before  his  human 
Birth,  before  the  earthly  ^wld  was  brought 
forth  into  Exi&tenee* 

fntrinsic  Worth,  and  pei^oliaf  Itigjiity  are 
attributed  to  him,  of  such  Kind,  and  aitck  a 
De^e^  as  are  not  conpatible  wMk  tiM  Uaft 
0I  di)pefidaiit  Natate.    He  ftm^m^  iske  p^«. 
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whidb  constitute  the  specific  Glory  ^f  the 
Deity.  He  is  one  with  the  Father,  in  Wili^ 
Pesign,  and  Operation ;  and  even  Existence, 

To  Him  are  attributed  those  Powers  and 
^Properties  which  are  most  distinctive  of  the 
Divine  Essence ;  and  of  which  a  created  Na* 
tore  is  necessarily  incapable. — A  Knowledge 
i>f  the  Counsels  and  Will  of  the  Deity,  not 
derived  by  Comqoiunieatjion,  but  original,  na^^ 
iural^  and  intuitive: — The  Possession  of  ne«^ 
(cessary  and  essential  life; — The  Possession 
cf  the  whole  Assemblage  of  holy  3eings  afi 
jbis  0W9  peculiar  Property: — absolute  and  in? 
finite  Power :  —  Supremacy  over  the  created 
Universe :— providential  Dominion  and  Agen^ 
jcy :  —  Unsearch^bleiiess :  -^  Omnipotence :  ^-r 
X)itini$cience :  —  Parity  iij  Power  with  t^he 
Almighty  father :  —  Unchspigeableness  :  — 
JSternity  :  ~  absolute  Perfection  ;  —  and  Ex^r 
istetice  as  One  Being  with  the  Deity,  Qod 
)iimself^ 

His  Divinity  appears  from  wh^t  he  did  :-^ 
The  Winds  and  the  Sc^  obeyed  him; — Dis* 
pases  vanished  ttt  liis  Word  : —  At  one  Com^ 
piand,  he  converts  Souls  ;  at  another,  he  cre-^ 
^ted  Food  to  feast  a  Multitude;— *  In  a  Mo^^ 
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meQt,  be  mised  the  Dead.  —  He  overcame 
Death  ia  himself;  rose  from  the  Grave  by 
bis  own  Power;  and  by  the  saine  Power, 
f^Xi?\\y  ^gended  into  Heaven. 

To  him  divine  Worksi  are  ascribed.  The 
Creation  of  all  dependent  Nature  in  general ; 
and  particularly  the  Being  and  well-being  of 
the  intelligent  and  holy  Universe; — the  Be- 
Htowment  of  Life,  and  the  Resuscitation  from 
the  State  of  Death,^— the  pardoning  of  Sin  ; — 
the  Recovery  of  Men  from  the  Extreme  of 
moral  Ruin:  the  conferring  of  all  spiritual 
and  eternal  Blessings  —  the  greatest  possible 
Enjoyment — the  chiefest  Good  : — the  veiling 
of  bis  own  proper  Glory,  and  the  resuming 
of  its  Manifestation  2  -—  the  Relinquishment 
and  Resunaption  of  his  humaa  Life : — the  Be- 
stowment  of  Divine  influences,  both  ordi- 
nary and  miraculous: — the  Inspiration  of  the 
aneient  Prophets  ; — the  Qualifications,  Mis- 
fsion,  Miracles,  and  Success  of  the  Prophets  :--^ 
the  Diffusion  and  the  Efficacy  of  the  Gos* 
pel :— the  Conduct  of  providential  Dispenss^i- 
tioiu;^  in  a|l  the  fl vents  of  the  present  State, 
with  regard  tp  ^btfi  the  Church  and  Indivi- 
duals :  -^the  irresistible  Destruction  of  the 
^ntiTChristian  Power : — the  Protection  an4 
Deliveranc^e    of    bis    Sei*yants,    in    all   tbei^ 
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Duties  and  Difficulties,  and  frona  every  pos- 
sible Danger  add  Evil  i — a  perfect  Inttiitioii, 
Control,  and  Donainion,  over  tFie  Minds  atid 
Passions,  the  secret  Springs  of  Action,  and 
whole  Conduct  of  Men  :— the  Conservation 
of  tlie  Universe  t— the  Resurrection  of  the 
\thoIe  human  Race  : — the  Adjudication  of  th^ 
eternal  Rewards  of  Happiness  to  the  Righte- 
ous, and  just  Perdition  of  the  Ungodly  i — ► 
and  the  immediate  Comniunication  of  the  pure 
and  never-fading  Happinefss  of  the  Heavenly 
Stale. 

To  Him  are  attributed  the  Hon6ufs  which 
are  compatible  with  the  Divine  Being,  neces* 
sarily  and  exclusively  t — Legislative  Authority 
rn  Matters  of  moral  Obedience :-— to  be  the 
Object  of  the  unmeasured  Exercise  of  the 
devotional  Affections,  of  the  tnost  reverential 
Homage,  of  religious  Obedience,  and  proper 
religious  Worship-: — and  the  same  Dignity  is 
ascribed  to  his  Name,  as,  in  the  usual  Style  of 
Scripture,  to  that  of  the  infinite  Jehovah. 

He  is  not  only  designated  by  Appellations 
which  are  peculiar  to  himself,  and  which  con- 
vey the  most  exalted  Ideas  of  Dignity ;  snch 
as.  Son  of  God,  (iii  a  Sense  peculiar  to  him- 
self,) Image  of  God,— Brightness  of  the  Di- 
vine Glory,  —  express^  Image  of  the  Divine 
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Essence,  and  Sovereign  of  the  whole  Crea- 
tion ;  bat  be  is  also  d^iominated  by  those 
Names  and  Tides  which  are  the  most  distinc- 
tive of  the  Divine  Nature.  *'  The  most  Uigh» — 
the  Lord,  in  the  most  absolute  and  pre-emi- 
nent Sense  ; — God, — the  Lord  God ; — the  Lord 
and  God : — the  true  God  : — the  only  Sovereign 
and  Lord :— -our  God  and  Saviour ; — the  great 
God  and  our  Saviour : — the  God  who  is  over 
ally  blessed  for  ever." 

Interspersed  with  these  Declarations,  De« 
icriptions  perpetually  occur  of  a  peculiar  Di- 
vine Constitution,  in  which,  by  the  graciou^^ 
Will  and  Commission  of  the  Father,  Christ 
is  invested  with  a  spiritual,  universal,  and 
sovereign  Dominion;  which  while  given  to 
bim  in  his  assumed  Capacity  of  Mediator,  im« 
plies  Divine  Qualities  for  the  Exercise  of  its 
Functions* 

Himself  asserted  the  Glory  of  his  Person. 
•—He  commanded  all  Men  to  honour  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father.  — The  in- 
communicable  Name,  "and  the  wn-created 
Perfections  of  the  Godhead,  b^  claimed  as 
his  own.— Men  adored  him,  and,  in  adoring 
him  received  his  Approbation;  and  those,, 
who  did  not  acknowledge  him,  as  the  ever- 
tasting  *'  J  mi,"  He  himself  declared^  should 
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die  in  their  Sins. — He  expressed  his  tn-sepa*^ 
rable  Union  with  the  Father^  and,  **  thought 
it  not  Robbery  to  be  equal  with  him/' 

He  was  foretold  and  expected  as  one  truly 
Divine  by  the  Prophets.— His  Deity  was  de- 
clared by  Apostles  and  others,  who  saw  his 
wonderful  Works,  who  "  beheld  his  Glory, 
the  Glory  as  of  the  Only-begotten  of  the 
Father,"  and  were  Eye-witnesses  of  his  Ma- 
jesty and  Glory. — But  great  as  the  Evidences 
from  the  Blessed  Apostles  tm-doubtedly  are, 
and  multiplied  as  they  might  abundantly  be } 
The  Witness  of  God  is  greater  than  these  t- 
"  For  He  received  from  God  the  Father 
Honour  and  Glory,  when  there  came  such 
a  Voice  to  Him  from  the  excellent  Glory, 
'This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  am 
well-pleased/"  And,  in  another  place,  .the 
Father  saith  unto  him,  "  Tby  Throne,  O  God, 
is  for  ever  and  ever ;  a  Sceptre  of  Righteous- 
ness is  the  Sceptre  of  thy  Kingdom." 

No  Words  whatever,  nor  any  Idea  of  Words, 
c^n  more  magnificently  express  or  conceive 
the  essential  primaeval  Divinity  of  the  ever- 
lasting Son,  than  these. 

Thus  we  find  an  Assemblage  of  Characters 
of  Dependance  and  Subordination,  and  other 
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Appellations,  which,  by  no  fair  Use  of  Lan^ 
guage,  can  be  understood  as  implying  les» 
than  the  Independency,  Supremacy,  and  In- 
finity of  the  One  all-perfect  Nature. 

This  astonishing  Attribution  of  opposite 
Qualities  to  the  Founder  and  Head  of  the 
Christian  Faith,  is  .not  made  in  a  few  Expres-' 
sions^  rarely  occurring,  and  of  dubious  Mean« 
ing;  but  it  meets  us  with  the  most  impres- 
sive Constancy,  and  in  every  Variety  of  Fornv 
aini  Phrase>  whether  the  plain  and  positive 
Affirmation,  or  the  indirect,  incidental,  cir- 
cumstantial, and  accumulative  Mention.  — ' 
It  is  but  disadvantageously  apprehended  by 
the  detaching,  and  separately  discussing  of 
particular  Passages.— It  requires  to  be  studied[ 
with  the  most  attentive  Perusal  of  complete 
Portions  of  Scripture  taken  in  Continuity,  It 
is'th^  inseparable  Spirit  which  breathes  in  every 
Part.  Like  the  Azure  of  the  Sky,  it  cannot; 
be  presented  alone  ;  but  is  diffused  through  the 
Whole,  as  one  of  the  most  striking  and  en- 
gaging Characteristics. — Though  its  separate 
Arguments  arie  condusive,  its  united  Force 
must  be  irresistible,  whether  a  Being,  who  i» 
thus  distinguished  by  Appellations  so  trani^^ 
cendently  glorious  ;  who  is  possessed  of  Per- 
fections and  Attributes,  infinite  and  insepara- 
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•ble  from  absolute  Divinity  ;    who  is  the  only 
Son  of  God,  existent  from  Eternity,    having 
fell  Things  thiat  the   Father    hath,  and   doing 
all  Things  that  the  Father  doeth  ;   who  is  de- 
scribed as  sharing   the  same  Throne  with  the 
Eternal,  and  participating  the  universal  and 
everlasting  Praise  adcribe4  to  the  Father ;'  a 
Being  into  whose  Name  and  Servfce,  all  Na- 
tions are  io'be  haptrzed,  can  he  a  Creature^  can 
be  God  in  a  Suhordinale  Sense^  is  a  Question 
.which^  if  the  Language  of  Scripture  be  not  of 
all  Languages  the  most  obscure  and  unintelli* 
gible,  can  admit  but  of  one  Solution. 


It  will  be  no.  small  Satisfaction  to  every 
devout  Christian,  and  a  further  Establish- 
ment of  his  Faith,  if,  after  this  full  Discus- 
sion of  the  l^ubject ;  we  see  what  Conformity 
our  Church  bears  to  the  Dobtrine  advanced. 

The  first  Creed  that  offers  itself  to  this 
purpose,  is  the  Apostles  \ — so  called,  nqt 
30  much  from  any  Certainty  that  the  Apos- 
tles drew  it  up,  as  because  it  contains  the 
Apostolical  Doctrines  : — and  all  necessary 
Truths  are  briefly  comprehended  in  it,  parti- 
cularly  the  present :  for,  after  having  expressed 
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its  ''Belief  in  God,  tke  Father  Alm^bty, 
Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth/'  it  imme- 
diately adds,  ''  and  in  Jesus  Christ,  lus  only 
Son,  our  Lord."  (^) 


(*)  ThoDfi^  the  Seriptnret  ba  a  perfect  Suk  of  all 
DiTiiis  Xnitlui>  neoeaeary  to  Salyation,  yet  ^e  faodamett* 
tal  Articles  of  our  Faith  are  so  dispersed  there,  that  it 
was  thought  necessary  to'  collect'  out  of  those  sacred 
Writiogs,  one  plain  and  short  Summary  of  fundamental 
Doctrines,  which  might  easily  be  understood  and  remem- 
bered by  all  Christians. 

This  Summary  (from  the  first  Word  in  Latin  *'  Credo^ 
is  commonly  called  the  Creed : — But  that  the  whole  of  it, 
^s  now  in  use,  was  not  "drawn  up  by  the  Apostles  them- 
selves, can  hardly  be  proved  : — But  that  the  greatest 
Part  of,  it  "iras  derived  from  the  very  Days  of  the  ^os- 
'  ties,  is  evident  from  the  Testimonies  of  the  most  anciei|t 
Writers;  particularly  St.  Ignatius^  in  whose  Epistles 
most  of  its  Articles  are  to  be  found  :  But  the  whole  Form« 
as  it  now  stands  in  our  Liturgy,  is  in  the  Wbrks  of  Si^ 
Ambrose  and  Rf(ffin. 

When  we  hear  an  inspired  Apostle  speaking  of  <'  t^ 
Porm  of  Doctrine  delivered,"  '« a  Form  of  sound  Words'* 
— and  *'  the  Principles  of  the  Doctrine  of  Christ,"  we  hava 
no  very  obscure  Allusion  to  Ab^traots  of  the  Christian 
Faith ;  —  and  when  we  further  find .  Mention  made  of 
Things  which  bad  been  heard,  <'  committed  to  faithful 
Men,''  to  enable  them  to  teaclf  others  the  same  el^men-. 
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tary  Principles,  we  seem  to  mark  a  Period,  when  the 
Faith  began  to  be  handed  down  to  the  Saiats,  in  ''  a 
Form  of  sound  Word^." 

At  this  Inference  we  more  easily  arrive,  when  we  con- 
jiider,  that  the  Original  Word  used  by  the  Apostle,  ai|d 
here  translated  ^*  Form,**  means  a  Sketch  or  Draught  of 
any  Thi9^. 

Whether,  however,  we  are  here  referred  to  a  Com* 
pendium,  or  merely  to  that  lucid  Delineation  of  tbe  Gos* 
pel  Dispensation,  so  clearly  displayed  in  the  Preaching 
and  Writings  of  St.  Paul,  it  m9st  be  allowed  to  have 
heen  a  Practice  both  among  Jews  and  Christians^  to  re«> 
dace  their  religious  Principles  to  a  certain  compendious 
Form. — See  Berryman's  Tjrinitarian  Controversy,  pp.'2Jt,. 
33.  ^  And  Knowle's  primitive  Christianity,  p.  11$. 

By  sncb  a  Rule  of  Faith,  a  Standard  of  Orthodoxy 
was  set  up,  under  which  all  might  array  themselves  in 
Opposition  to  those  Heresies,  which,  in  every  Period, 
have  been  raised  up  by  its  deluded  Friends,  pr  ijts  pro* 
feesed  Enemies, 

In  early  Times,  these  were  very  short,  filled  and  un<»; 
alterable,  as  to  their  Substanee,  throughout  the  whoU. 
^hurch;  but  were  gradually  increased,  as  Heresies  pre* 
vailed;  that  so,  every  Corruption  arising  to  the  Faitl^ 
of  Christ,  might  have  an  immediate  Remedy :  without 
which  prudent  and  wise  Caution,  the  F^ith  would  ^bavt 
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Wn  lo0t  though  the  TViIm  mnd  Artifiees  <rf  subtle  lo- 
Iriguers. 

On  the  Origin  and  Utility  of  Creeds,  See  Bidiop 
Buirs  Works,  BiDgham's,  Origines  Eccles.  B.  x.  and/Xi. 
Bishop  Cleaver's  Sermons,  and  Bishop  Huntingford'* 
Thoughts  on  rhe  Trinity. 

(*)  It  is  generally  agreed  among  the  Learned,  thul  thiis 
is  not  the  Composition  of  him  whose  Name  it  bears. 
-^It  wt8,'for  Home  Tine,  simply  called  «  ike  Catholic 
t^iikl*  not  meaning  the  Moman  Churchy  but  the  I'aith  of 
the  Chnrch  ITniversal^  wfaiefa  the  Word  Catholic  signifies^ 
]lat  before  the  Year  670,  Athanasius^s  admired  iJame 
tfatne  in  to  recommend  hnd  adorn  it;  being  itself  a^lso 
gtt  excellent  System  of  the  Athanasian  Principles,  of 
fife  Trinity  and  Incaraiition,  in  Opposition  to  the  many 
named  Monsters  of  Heresy.  As  soon  as  it  appeared, 
it  was  not  rejected  for  having  nnscriptural  Phrases  in  it ; 
but  in  Easterq  and  Western  Churehes  it  was  received  as 
f  treasure  of  inestimable  Price,  and  the  Qaintessence  of 
ancient  pivinity. 

Comber  says,  it  was  not  only  received  in  the  Lo^ 
Church,  but  in  the  ConstantinopoHtan^  And  it  was  the 
Optiiitm  df  ttie  jodiciotis  Hooker,  Ihat  the  Cceed  wasnc-* 
0e|>1ied  boifli  in  the  Biut  and  JVest  io».  a  Treasure* 

Bishop  Sparrow  observes,  that  it  hath  been  received 
with  great  Veneration,  both  by  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Churches ;  and  therefore,  both  for  that  Authority,  and  for 
fbe  Satisfaction  of  our  continuing  in  the  same  Faith  unto 
\\^\^  Pl^y,  the  Church  rather  mes  this  and  th^  Picehtf  £x^ 
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plaoations  than  any  other  Gloss  or  Paraphrase  devised  by 
Ourselves ;  which,  though  it  were  to  the  same  Effect^ 
could  not  be  of  the  same  Credit  nor  Authority. 

As  to  the  Matter  of  it,  it  condemns  all  Ancient  and 
Modern  Heresies,  and  is  the  Sum  of  all  Orthodox  Divir 
nity :— and  therefore,  if  any  Scruple  at  the  denying  Salvor 
Hon  to  such  a«  do  not  believe  these  Articles,  let  them  ie*r 
member,  that  snch  as  hold  any  of  those  fundamental 
Heresies  are  condemned  in  Scripture  : — from  whence  it 
was  a  primitive  Custom,  after  a  Confession  of  the  Ortho- 
dox Faith,  to  pass  an  Jnathema  against  all  diat  denied  it;  ' 

But  here  it  may  be  objected,  that  there  are  many  who 
have  neither  the  Capacity,  nor  Means  of  Understanding 
it :  and  therefore,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  required  to  be 
apprehended  universally, 

T6  obviate  this  Objection,. we  are  to  consider,  that  the 
Creed  is  proposed  upon  the  Ground  that  it  hath  the  most 
true  Warrant  of  Holy  Scripture ;  and  ihat  therefore  its 
Declarations  neither  fall  short  of,  nor  go  beyond  those  of 
Scripture. — We  see  no  Reason  for  altering  or  omitting  it 
— ^butmany  for  retaining  it.  It  is  the  Glory  of  our  Churchy 
that  whifst  it  holds  nothing  necessary  to  Salvation,  but 
what  maybe  proved  by  the  Bible  ;  it  is  equally  tena- 
cious of  every  Thing  that  has  its  Authority: — and  if 
so,  then  are  they  to  be  understood  with  the  same  Qua- 
lifications, with  which  the  parallel  Ones  in  ScriptuJi^ 
are  to  be  understood*  And  this  Qualification  is^alwaj^ 
understood  in  Scripture,  "  not  according  to  that  a  ^an 
hath  not,"  (as  in  Capacity  or  Means; J  *'but  according  to 
wh^t  a  Man  hath,  shall  it  be  expected  of  him."  .  Bat 
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But  however^  for  the  Ease  and  Satt8faotion  of  we^afc 
Minder  vlio  hbve  a  Notion  ifaat  this  Creed  requires 
every  Person  to  assent  to,  or  believe,  every  Verse  in  itr 
on  Pain  of  Damnation;  and  wlfo,  therefore,  (because 
there  are  several  Thingif  in  it  whicfar  they  cannot  comr- 
t>rehend)  scruple  \6  repeat  it  for  Fear  they  should  an  ai- 
thematise  or  condemn  themselves,  we  shall  offer '  the  fol- 
lowing to  their  Consideration,  [viz.] 

-  That  however  plaiu  and  agreeable  to  Reason  every 
Verse  in  the  Creed  may  be ;  yet  we  are  not  required,  by 
the  Words  of  the  Creed,  to  believe  the  whole  on  Pain  of 
Damnation*  For  all  that  is  required  of  us,^  as  "  neces- 
sary  to  Salvation,"  is,  tliat  before  all  Things  we  bold 
the  Catholic  Faith :  and  the  Catholic  Faith  is,  by 
the  3rd.  and  4th.  Verses,  explained  to  be  **  this,  that 
we  worship  one  God  in  Trinity,  aud  Trinity  in  Unity  : — 
Keither  confounding  the  Persons,  nor  dividing  the  Sub* 
stance/' — ^Thisis  declaimed  necessary  to  be  believed  ;  but  all 
that  follows  from  hence  to  the  2i6th  Verse,  is  only  brought 
'as  Proof  and  Illustration  of  it  v  ^nd  requires  our  Assent 
no  more  than  a  Sermon  does,  which  is  made  Co  prove  or 
illustrate  a  Text.  The  Text^  we  know,  is  the  Word  of 
God,  and  therefore  nfecessary  to  be  believed  ;  but  no  Per- 
son is,  for  that  Reason,  bound  to  believe  every  Particular 
of  the  Sermon  deduced  from  it,  upon  Pain  of  Damnation^ 
though  all  of  it  may  be  true.  —  The  same  we  take 
ft  to  be  in  this  Creed :  The  Belief  of  the  Catholic 
'Faith,  before  mentioned,  the  Scriptures  make  necessary 
lo  Salvation,    and   therefore  we  must  believe  it;    but 
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there  is  no  siich  Necessity  laid  upon  Us  to  believe  tbe 
Illustration  that  is  there  given  of  it,  nor  does  the  Creed 
itself  require  it ;  '  for  it  goes  on,  iii  the  26tli  and  27t!i 
Verses  in  these  Words,  ''So  that  in  all  Things,  as  is 
aforesaid,  "  The  Unity  in  Trinity,  and  the  Trinity  in  Unity, 
is  to  be  worshipped.  He  therefore^  that  will  be  saved, 
must  thus  think  of  the  Trinity."  Where  it  plainly  passes 
off  from  that  lUustratiou,  and  returns  back  to  the  4tk.  and 
5th  Verses^  requiring  only  our  Belief  of  the  Catholic 
Faith,  as  there  expressed,  as  necessary  to  Salvation, 
(viz.)  that  "  One  God,  or  Unity  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity 
in  Unity,  is  to  be  worshipped." 

The  Condemnation,  therefore,  which  is  asserted  to  be 
contained  in  thW  22nd.  and  concluding  '  Verses  of .  this 
Cre^d,  (but  which,  in  Truth,  comprises  no  Anathema,  no 
Mention  of  any  Sentence  to  be  inflicted  in  thi9  World, 
but  only  a  Fore-warning  of 'a  Judgment  which  the  Scrip- 
tui'es  denounce  in  the  next,  against  Disbelievers  of  the 
Gospel,)  this  Condemnation  is  to  be  understood  only 
in  Reference  to  the  Doctrine  contained  in  it,  and  is 
not  to  be  extended  to  those  Parts,  which  are  adduced 
merely  in  Confirmation  of  it.  If  therefore  we  believe  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  a  fundamental  Article  of  the 
Christian  Faith,  we  may,  without  any  Breach  of  Charity^ 
apply  to  that  Doctrine,  what  our  Lord  spoke  of  the  Gospel 
at  large,  ''He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shall  be 
saved;  but  he  that  believeth  not,''  (or  more  correctly) 
he  that  disbelieveth  "  shall  be  damned/' 

It  is  not  the  simple  Unbeliever,  that  is  here  intended, 
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qiiate  to  tbe»  keeping  Heretical  Teachen  and 

but  the.  obstiQate  Dw-believer,  who  perversely  '^rejecto 
the  Couniel  of  6od  against  himself/'  whp  will  not  exar 
mine  the  Evidences  of  the  Odspel,  or  **  come  unto 
Christy  that  he  may  have  Life/'  **  who  loves,  Darkness 
rather  than  Light,  because  bis  Deeds  are  EviL'' 

Alt  the  Rest  o#  the  Cjpeed,  from  tike  Twenty-^eventii 
Terse,  to  the  End,  relates  to  our  Savtoui^s  *'  Incama^ 
Hon  /^ — which  is,  indeed,  another  essential  Part  of  our 
Faith,  and  as  necessary  to  be  believed  as  the  former ; 
—but  ^is  being  expressed  in  such  plaia  Terms,  as 
none,  I  suppose,  scruple,  at,  I  need  not  enlarge  on. 

It  is  adapted  to  preserve  the  Articles  of  other  Creeds 
from  being  falseljr  ihterpreted  by  heretical'  Teaeheirs, 
•ad,  to  keep  the  Sabstanee  of  the  Chrisltao  .Faith  pwe 
from  thepresnmplaous  Gloss  of  private  Explication, 

Considered  in  this  Point  of  View,  it  is  indeed  a  Creed 
of  «fi-usual  Merit,  (Bevcridge  calls,  it  ** incomparable:*'^ 
and,  no  doubt,  has  been  of  essential  Service  to  th^ 
Cause  it  undertakes  to.  defend;  which  is.  Reason  suffi- 
cient for  its  having  provoked  such  a  Host  of  Opponents. 

'  Aa  Truth  hath  been  opposed  in  every  Shape,  it  cK»uld 
not  hope  for  £xempl2on>  when  embodied  in  ao  powev- 
ful  a  Form  as  the  Attianasian  Creed*  oelebqa^  a^ 
once,  for  its  Antiquity,  its  Currency,  ite  Argiimmita» 
and  itM  Prei^ion. 

"  Whoever  wrote  this  Creed,  (say  they)  he  meant 
nothing  more,. than  to  collect  Things  in  various  Writers, 
against  the  different   Heresies    subsisting,  ^  to  simplify 
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of  VuUk,  Ibe  m^st  oonotee,  orderly^  and  oompfdieiKtif# 

Without  some  explanatory  Motes^  decisively  pointing 
emt  what  tbb  ^ripfuiea '  had  i«vealedy  it  was  impossible 
to  guard  againat  the  Sobdetws  of  the  Ariana. 

Did  the  Trinitarians  assert  that  Christ  was  God  ;  the 
Arians  allowed  it»  but  in  the  same  Sense. that  holy 
Men  and  Angels  are  stiled  Gods  in  Scripture.  —  Did 
they  affirm  that  he  was  truly  God  ;  the  Arians  allowed 
that  he  was  made  so  by  God,<&c.— See  Vol.  ii,  p.  297. 

Sucli  is  the  Account  which  Athanasius  gires  of  the 
Disputations.  —  He  was^  at  that  Time,  Deacon  of  the 
Church  of  Alexandria,  and  supported  his  Bishop  with 
so  much  Accuracy  and  Strength  of  Argument,  as  to  lay 
the  Foundation  of  that  Fame  which  he  afterwards  ac» 
quired  by  his  Zeal  in  the  Controversy. 

What  could  the  Trinitarians  do  in  this  Situation  ?-*- 
To  leave  the  Matter  undecided*  was  to  do  nothing.— 
To  confine  themselves  to  merely  Scriptural  Terms,  was 
to  suffer  the  Arians  to  explain  the  Doctrine  in  their 
own  Way,  and  to  reply  nothing.  Undoubtedly  they 
had  a  ^ight  to  comment  according  to  their  own  Judg^ 
ment,  as  well  as  the  Arians ;  and  though  excellent  as 
the  Translation  of  the  Scripture  is,  yet  it  eannot  be 
expected  to  possess  a  Perfection,  which  no  Translation^ 
made  Verbatim,  can  possess,  (viz*)  that  of  transferring 
from  one  Language  to  another.  Word  for  Word^  the 
Sensei  Ibe  wl|ot*  Settsei  ati4   nothing  b^t  the  S^ase, 
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^irith  the  utmost  Minuteness  possible,  as  a  De-* 

It  ireqnently  happeBS  tiiat  d^is  eao  be  done  only  by 
cqiiivalettt  Expvemom :  and  this  the  Athanasiaii  Creed 
has  doDe  to  Perfection,  agreeably  to,  though  not  in  the 
Wprds  of  Scripture  itself. 

It  18  no  Matter  whether  such  Heresies,  as  then  existed, 
are  prevalent  now,  or  not ;  either  under  the  Mefi,  or  othef 
ja^jomes;  it  is  sufficient  that  they  did  exist,  and  that  this 
Greed  was  meant  to  oppose  them,  **  Though  I  greatly 
4oubt  (saith  Nares,)  if  modern  Times  are  free  from  the 
9rery  Errors  alluded  tp,  though  distinguished  by  differ^ 
ent  Marks  and  different  Appellations/' 

The  Faith  of  the  Church  all  alpng  wa^,  in  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  One  God,  into  which  they  were  bap* 
Ijzed.  The  Fatbpr  was  not  the  Sou,  nor  the  Son  the 
Father,  nor  the  Holy  Ghost  either  of  the  other.  This 
was  the  copmon  Faith  of  the  Church,  before  either 
Persftn  or  Substance  was  talked  of^ 

This  Profession  had  such  a  complete  Po^^ession  of  the 
Christian  Wprld,  as  to .  be  justly  called  the  Catholic  or 
universal  Faith.  But  '^  tjirough  the  perverse  Disputings^ 
of  Men  of  corrupt  Minds,  and  destilute  of  the  Truth," 
Heresies  arosp,  which  contributed  to  "overtbrpw  the 
Faith  of  soijie/'  The^e  labouring  to  invalidate  either 
the  Trinity  of  diyine  Persons,  or  the  Unity  of  the  divine 
Essence,  made  it  necessary  for  t)ie  Advocates  of  tht^ 
Faith,  to  have  recourse  to  Terms  of  Art,  ai^d  to  adopt 
those  nicer  Distinptions,  which,  in  the  Athanasian  Creed, 
^re  collected  and  placed  in   One   Point  of  View. 

liUtber,  rfc.  tribus,  Stmholis^  says,  "ii  13   a  firm  Bul^ 
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fence  of  the  Ohristiaii  Doctrine  against  all 
Opponents,  and  as  a  Condemnation  and  Ret 
futation  of  all  existing  Heresies  (*)  -~  It  not 


wark  to  the  Creed  of  the  Apostles^  and  an  excellent 
Preservative  against  those  bold  and  impious  Wretc&es^ 
who  are  not  ashamed  to  make  a  Jest  of  a  Trinity  itf 
T}nity»  and  ridicule  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God;^ 
— two  great  and  fundamental  Points,  which  this  most 
holy  and  accurate  System^  in  some  Measure,  endeavours 
to  illustrate*  and  with  great  Solidity  maintains." 

See  Knowle's  Primitive  Christianity,  page  123. 

(*)    See   these    mentioned,  particularly,    in  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hartwell  Horn's  Scriptural  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,^ 
pp.  167— 179.— Such  were  the  principal  Heresies  concern*' 
ing  the    Trinity,    and  the   Incarnation  of  our  Saviour, 
which  the  Athanasian  Creed  was  designed  to  counteract ;[ 
and  whoever  compares  the  Creed  itself,  with  the  proposed* 
Notice    of   them,    will    readily  perceive  the    Propriety 
and  Fitness  of   the  several  Clauses  which  it  contains^ 
Heing   an    excellent    Summary  of  the   Doctrine   of  the 
Trinity^  and  of  the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  as  taught  hy  the    Apostles,  received   by 
the  first  Christians,    and    established  by  the  four  first 
general  Councils,  held  at  Nice,  Constantinople,  Epheaui, 
ahd  Chalcedon: — It  was  adopted   by  our '  venerable  Re-' 
formers  as  a  Bulwark  of  Chrisdaii  Doctrine,  against  the 
possible  Revival  of  similar  Errors:-— And   the  Hi'sCc^r^ ' 
of  our  pwn  Times    shows  the  prospective    Wisdom.'  of 

VOL  11  3  s  *    .-  ^ 
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Ottly^joittstfce  Worship:  ef  QneGkod  in  tVi^ 
ftitjr,  afid  Trauiy  in  Unity  ;  but  b^  asHmrt^ 
th«  Doetrine  of  the  Ditiuty  of  Chmt  in  |ha 
highest  Terms,  and  explains  it  almost  to  the 
meanest  Capacity.  (•) 


Ibis  lieaaurft,  the  Teziets^  ot  the  StabMi^m,  tl)a  Ebfrnittt^ 
$ad  ^Man9>  bariiiig  b^eeki  KTived  i^ml  iii4iat^J|«4y  w4^ 
•Ihar  BendiiMnaAioiia,  to  tUs.  Qtiy. 

(*)  Much  leM  ObjectibD  would  h»ve  been-  slartodi 
agaiDtt  the  Athanasian  Greed,  if  the  eiMbmstaiice* 
which  pecasioned  the  seyeral  Expressions  in  it  had 
b^ea  duly  considered. — The  Creed,  it  may  be  safely 
a(|9We4/  h99  apfiarently  the  Fault,  which  ha?  hf^en 
el^adrged  ujjjod  it,  of  atteaiptii)ig  to  define  with  Accuracy, 
a^d  tQ  reduce  wUbin  the  Gompass  of  Language,  Mat- 
t9i:a  which,  are  confessedly  placed  beyond  the  Reach 
^f  hfinii^n  Intellect,  and  not  to  be  expressed  by  au^ 
'^.rms  of  bfim^D  Invention. — This  Fault,  however,  did 
i^ot  ariaa  from  the  Intention  of  those  who  framed  it — 
Tk^J  were  caHed  upon  to  guard  against  the  erroneoua 
Opinions  of  diSerent  Heretics,  who  had  introduced,  on 
t^^  Subject  of  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation,  tariouff: 
St^det^fs  of  Eicplimation,  tending,  in  Fact,  to  degrade, 
•imigion,  a^dto  sanction  Positions  inconsistent  with  just 
Views  of  Bjeyelation*  la  these  Qirciimstancea,  i^  was 
ae.ce#sar]f  tp^  n|ttltijgly.  Articles  for  the  Purpose  of  meetipg 
ij^r^jr^at  pveiy^  Ig^ojut ;  apd  to  mfike  vmo«^  Affirmations 
o|1/;ili^t|i ;  upt  ^:  mu  ch  for  the^  Purpose  of  defining  what 
S|j;n^  o¥^ff  aji^  ^f  «>:9luding  wh|it  they  ought  not,  lo 
believe.  —  See  Quarterly  Reyiew,  Mo,  %h  October' 
Mil,,  p.  102. 
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Flitter  di(k»e ;  not  made,  Hor  c^f afed.  )(^^ 
(Hit  l^^o&tfeB  t  cop^tem8tl«Hthth^faHi«^«id 

The  Third  Creed  is  Aiat  ohhe  >^cW  (f  J 


' *(•)'  AToI  l^roofs  heed *be  Krbugtft to  iKew  fli*at  iMFaiher 

JUS  w<Mil  h4vi  IMA  lA  BttbloMb.'^^Mf  tf  ttr  lit 
jSon,  He  may  be  proved  to  be  tfn-created,  by  haviog  bioi* 
seFBeeii  tEeXJreatbr  oT  aimings;  Tor  ''all  Things  were 
made  by  bim,  and  without  l^m  was  not  any  Thiug  made 
^atwas  made-  r-f^cotild  not,  of  course,  i^e  a  Creature  ; 
pth/erw^se  ^e  fall  ii^to  the  Absujdijty  of  a  Creafure  cre^ 
ating  {limseif,  And  equally  true  is  the  Assertion,  wheJi 
Applied  to  the  Holy  Ghost:  for,  at  the  Period  of  Ore* 
atioa  the  Spirit  was  one  in  the  Divioe  Council  when  th« 
whole  was  planned ;  —for,  when  the  whole  **  Barth  was 
without  Form,  and  Void,  and  Darkness  was  upon  the 
IPace  of  the  Deep,  tbe  Spirit  of  God  mored  upon  the 
Surface  of  tbe  Waters,"  tP  give  Life  and  Animation  to 
the  dark  indigested  Mass>, 

(t)  So  called,  as  being,  for  the  greatest  Part,  the 
Creed  that  was  drawn  up  by  the  general  Council  of  'Nice^ 
in  the  Year  325,  but  enlarged  by  a  fuller  Explication  of 
some  Article,  about  the  Year  381 ;  especially  in  Re- 
lation to  the  Divinity  and  Procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  in 
order  to  a  more  particular  Confutation  and  suppression  of 
^e  4rian  and  Macedonian  Heresies  ;   for  which  reason  it 
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where  Jesas  Ckrist  is  asserted,  to  be  '*  God 
of  God,  Light  of  Light,  very  God  of  very  God  ; 
begotten  of  the  Substance  of  the  Father 
before  the  World  ;  and  Man,  of  the  Substance 
of  his  Mother,  born  in  the  World/' 


_  Such  are  the  Creeds  of  our  Church,  in 
Concordance  with  Scripture,  in  the  great; 
Doctrine  before  us,,  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 


was  enjoined;  by  the  Third  Council  of  Toledo,  to  be  re« 
cited  by  all  the  People,  to  shew  that  they  were  all  fret 
from  Heresy,  and  in  the  strictest  Leajgu^  with  the  Cathon 
lie  C})urch. 
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PARTXXVI. 


ON  THE  SAME,  SUBJECT, 


Objections  to  the  foregoing^  answerfid. 


However  solidly  the  Doctrine  of  Christ's 
Divinity  is  established  upon  .the  immoveabie 
Basis  of  Eternal  Truth,  and  .maintained  te^. 
the  Church,  it  has  nevertheless  .  been  assailed 
with  np  common  Virulence  ever  singe  the 
^rst.  Age  of  Christianity .-^But  happily,  the 
more  this  .Doctrine  hath  been  impugned,  and 
denied  by  the  Adversaries  of  Truth,  so  much, 
the  more  eamestfy  have  the  learned  and  pious 
Advooates  contended  for  it.  It  has  survived 
all  the  rude  Assaults  of  its  Enemies,  and  has 
maintained  its  Place  as  an  essential  Article  of 
Faith,  in  the  Creeds  and  Confessions,  of  every 
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CJiristian  Church,  to  the  pr^8e^t  Day ;  as 
doubtless  it  will  continue  to  do  to  the  £n(]i 
pf  Time,  wherever  Christianity  ejjcists  in  any 
tolerable  Degree  of  Parity. — At  present, 

Notwithstanding  the  unbroken  Series  of 
Testimonies  tp  i\te  Sctipliure  pdctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  as  well  as  Vindications  of  it,  which 
^re  contained  in  the  Works  of  Christiaqi 
Writers  of  .every  Age,  the  often. refji  ted  Obi^ 
^ectiops  of  former  Times  have  been  revive^ 
in  our  Days,  as  )f  they  had  neyer  before  beeg 
answered^.  (^  Nothing  is  now  more  commoij 
^han  to  heiait  ii;  asfiefted>  (li^gdrdl^iss  of  the 
satisfiEictory  Evidence  to  the  contrary,)  that 
^he  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  (in  which  is  in^ 
fsltjAeSi  thft  Diiiiilit/  bf  Chri^,)  it  flot  foUtii^ 
IM  Scriptimev  that  tke  De^e<»  of  it^  iWit^ 
j$iAkmisian  Gveed-,  i>  liiot  SiQfriptMal,^thl#(H 
^M»  not  aribree  or  >KOfiiixte«d  ou^  CbtUtikti 
Yiitm,-Mhat  feheOhumh  ofEnglimtl  Mki  teP 
Misftnb^ra  «t^  gni^iy  pf  gfrealt  TJntB^ififblen^ 
ih'conMgQJngtb  ^ettcb^l  Ferditioo^  aHli^biy'do 
not  assmt  Mil  or  belieirsv  ^^^y  01a«w  M 
Versf  of  tH«tO^ ;  aad  thCtV  HAb  BMCriu^ 
p  a^  My^t^  «ontt«iry   to  Bxtoiiii,^  lilid'  tM 


Cymf^mt^Vhi.  ii>  pagt^M^ 
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itfheve  Mystery  begia^,  Religion  ends.  (^>^ 
These  are  grave  and  weighty  Changes  agaimrt 
tis,  both  ^8  Christians  and  Membera  o§  that 
Church,  with  which  we  have  the  Honor  and 
Privilege  of  being  in  Conamunion : — And  they 
are  the  more  serions  at  this  Time,  because  it 
hath  been  recently  afirmed,  that  '^he  who 
believes  in  the  damncUory  Clauses  of  (he  Atha*^ 
liasian  Creed,  may  be  a  good  Member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  but  he  is  bot  a  Christian. '^ 
I  shall,  therefore,  1  hope,  speak  satisfiactoriljr 
to  them. — As, 

Firsts — The  First  Objeetioa  asserts  that  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  not  founded  on.  tho 
Scriptures. 

The  Term  Trinity  it  is  allowed,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Bible :  But  neither  do  the  Terms 
Unity i  (applied  to  the  Attributes  of  God,)  Om- 
fiipresence.  Omnipotence,  and  Omniscience. — 
But  no  one  will  doubt  that  these  Attributes 


(•)  **  Where  Myatery  begi»s,  Religion  ends,"— Thip  i» 
fsMT.  from  being  trae. — For  Beligion-— ^eTen  natural  ReligioQ 
begins  with  a  Mystery,  The  Eternity  and  self-Existence  of 
God :  which  none  but  a  **  tooV*  can  deny. 

See  Note,  Vol.  ii.  page33](. 
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are  to  be  ascribed  to  Deity,  on  the  Authority 
of  Scripture,  although  the  Terms  are  not  found 
in  the  Bible. 

It  is  sufficient  for  the  Doctrines,  that  it  is 
recorded  in  the  sacred  Volumes,  that  there 
is  only  One  God,  that  he  is  every^  where  pre- 
sent, — that  he  is  Almighty , — and  that  Yieknow- 
eth  all  Things:  And  that  there  are  Three* 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
viho  possess  the  Attributes  of  Omnipresence, 
Omnipotence,  and  Omniscience. 

But  though  the  Term  Trinity  does  not  occur 
in  the  Bible,  we  have  a  strong  Argument  for 
its  primitive  Use  and  Authority ;  for  this 
Term  has  been  in  Use  among  Christians,  ever 
since  the  latter  End  of  the  Second  Century, 
to  express  the  Doctrine  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  Opposition  to  the  erroneous  Senti- 
ments of  those  Teachers,  who  denied  the  Sub- 
sistence of  the  three  Divine  Persons  in  one 
Deity  or  Godhead. 

How  soon  after  the  general  Preaching  of 
the  Gospel,  the  Terms  Unity,  Omnipresence, 
Omnipotence,  and  Omniscience  were  first  used, 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  nor  is  it  of  any 
Consequence. 
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The  Fact  is,  the  Subjeel  Matter,  which . 
those  Terms  are  designed  to  indicate,  does 
occur.  — So  that  whj^tever  Objection  .$igaiast. 
the  Catholic  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  may  be. 
founded  on  the  Non-occurrence  oftbatTaro). 
in  the  Scriptur)^,  it  has  in  ii  no  jsubstantia] 
Yalidity, 

The  Second  Objection  is,  that  the  Exposi- 
tion of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  contained 
in  the  Athanasian  Greed,  is  not  Scriptural. 

This  Objection  is  equally  tm-fonnded  as  the 
preceding:— But  in  order  to  meet  it  fully,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  concise  Account  of 
the  Origin  and  Design  of  that  venerable  Con? 
fession  of  Faith. 7— 

}t  is  not  the  Bu^inesi^  of  Creeds  to  prov^ 
the  Truth  of  Doctrines.  —That  mpst  be  deter? 
mined  by  Scripture.. — But  thjB  Use  and  Intent 
of  a  Creed  is  |to  teach  the  institutes,  or  first 
Principles  of  Religion,  and  to  preserve  thei^ 
pure  in  the  Minds  of  the  more  unlearned  ; 
to  put  a  **  Form  of  iSound  Words,"  into  the 
Mouths  of  Christians,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  make  a  proper  Confession  of  their  Faith^ 
pnd    also  to  ^uard    and    secure    that  Fait|^ 
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agalnflt  the  Artifices  and  Hvasiotis  of  Mse 
IWhen,  le«t  they  ithoald  secretly  infect  the 
flock  of  Christ  ^ith  erroneous  and  pemici- 
onH  'OpiniimSrf — Sudh  Formularies  and  Sum- 
mories  of  Ohristian  Doctrine  have  been  in 
Uae«9er  shice  the  Apostolic  Age. 

From    these  Observations,    and   others  al- 
taady  given,  ituvill  be  penreived  that  there 
is  no  Foundation  whatever  for  the  Objection 
vrhiph    affirms    that    the  Exposition    of   the 
Doctrine  of  the   Trinity,  and  especially  the 
Ditinitiy  of  Chrirt  (as  now  under  Consider- 
iition)   contained   in    Ihe   Athanasian  Creed, 
is  not  Scriptural.  ^—  Every  one  will    readily 
assent    %o  the    <i>pinion    of    the    venerable 
Compilers  of   the    Articles  of  the   Anglican 
Church,    that    **The  Three    Creeds,  Nicene 
treed,  Athanasius  Creed,  and  that  which  is 
cottnUonly  cailled  the  Apostles'  Creed,  ought 
thoroughly  to  be  received  and  believed,  for 
they  may  be  proved  by    most  certain  War- 
rant of  Scripture.'* 

A^n,  It  is  plgected  that  the  Athanasian 
Cr^ed  does  not  enforce  or  recommend  one 
Christian  Virtue, 

This  Objtedion,  ft  hath  beeft  well  observed, 
would  lie  against  «11  Eormularies  of  Belief, 
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whetii«r  Unkaiian  orTr]ii^ntan-r-K.|ia8).hmr- 
eixer,  ae  little  Foundation' »»  tho  pimiei)pag'«rt« 
The  Desiga  of  a  Creed,  as  we  h^ve  sdaoi  iitiD 
supply  a  abort  Sumipary  of  Cbris^innj  S!|Ptkt 
not  to  embody  a».  Aseembjagft  of  woml  ^u^taiai. 
The  Athauasian  Cref^dj   as  it  1$   eimmMXy 
called,,  is  a  Defence  of  th0  Doctrine  of  tte 
Trinity,  and  of  the  Incarnation, of  oqs  BliiSMtd 
Redeemer,,  and    therefore  an.  EkpoBiiioni  •f 
moral  Duties  is  not.  to  be.  a^pecteid  in    it.T^ 
But,-- wh^t  i$  the  qaea.ni|ig  of  the  4Qth<ani4  41M 
Versea  of  that    Tener^ble  Fojmul^ry?— t-^*4ilt 
ytimm  coming  9II  Me^a  ab^l  r^^e  ^«mn:  witk 
their  Bodies^    md  ^\^\  ^ye  ^n   Accowt  of 
their    own   Works,    and  they  th«t)b^V6    dom 
goad  shall  go  into  Life  everlasting ;  and  they 
that  have  doue  evil,  into  evonlaBting^  Fine." — 
Is  th^re  here  no  Christian  Virtue  .r^omined'* 
ed  ?^Il»  not  tho  whole  Sufmnary  of  Christian 
Practice,   as^  deriyed  from,  its  only  gefiuino 
Source,  Christimi  Faiths  impr&ssed^  in  these 
Wordfi,  by  the  last  and  mostawful  Sanettons?  -• 
So  unjust  k  the  above  Objection,    tba^  in  the 
Cianses  just  dted,  the  Enforcement  ofMotcdity 
is  perhaps  more  copious*  than  ie  to  be'  fQW^A 
in  any  other  Creed  that  is  extant. 

As  to   the  next  Objection,  which  charges 
our  natioRfd-  ^urdh  and  her  Mbinbers  with 
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bein^  guilty  of  great  Uncharitableness,  m 
consigning  to  eternal  Perdition  all  vihi^  do 
not  assent  to,  or  belief  e  ever  j  Clause  of  the 
Atbanasian  Creed,  we  must  say,  as  we  have 
already  said,  that  the  Condemnation  there 
mentioned  is  to  be  understood  only  in  Re* 
ference  to  the  Doctrine  contained  in  it :  and 
therefori^,  if  we  believe  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  to  be  a  fundamental  Article  of  the 
Christian  Faith ;  we  may,  without  any  Breach 
of  Charity,  apply  to  that  Doctrine,  what  out 
Lord  spoke  of  the  Gospel  at  large :  **  He 
that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved; 
but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damned.'* 
See  page  SO©'. 

.  The  last  Objection  therefore,  as  alledged 
by  our  Opponents,  against  the  Formularies  of 
our  Faith,  in  general,  that  the  poctrine.it- 
self  is  a  Mystery^  contrary  to  Reason:  and 
thatr  where  Mystery  begins  Religion  ends«(*) 
Our  Answer  to  this,  (to  avoid  Repetition,) 
will  more  properly  fidl  under  our  Considera- 
tion of  the  Trinity  itself,  where  this  Objec- 
tion will  be  fally  refuted. 


O  Sfe  £4ote  Vol.  n.  page  619. 
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These  are  oar  .Oecdi,  and  ,this  our  Rea* 
soning  for  them, — And  thea. 

As  to  the  Articles  of  our  Faith,  they  begin 
thus,  —  "  There  is  but  One  living  and  true 
God,  everlasting;  without  Body,  Parts,  or 
Passions;  of  infinite  Povirer,  Wisdom,  and 
Goodness;  the  Maker  and  Preserver  of  all 
Things,  both  visible  and  invisible. — ^And  in 
Unity  of  this  Godhead  there  be  three  Persons, 
of  one  Substance,  Power,  and  Eternity,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost." 

And  then,  in  Article  Second,  it  affirms 
thus  of  the  Son, 

**  The  Son,  which  h  the  Word  of  the  Fa- 
ther,  begotten  from  Everlasting  of  the  Father, 
very  and  eternal  God,  and  of  one  Substance 
with  the  Father,  took  Man's  Natnrte  in  the 
Womb  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  of  her  Substance; 
(so  that  the  two  whole  and  perfect  Natures, 
that  is  to  say)  the  Godhead  and  Manhood, 
were  joined  together  in  one  Person,  never  to 
be  divided,  whereof  is  one  Christ,  very  God 
and  very  Man,  who  truly  suffered,  was  cru- 
cified, dead,  and  buried,  to  reconcile  his  Fa- 
ther to  us,  and  to  be  a  Sacrifice^  not  only  Ifbr 
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original  Gkiilt,  but  also  for  the  actual  Sins 
ofMen."(*)— And, 


(*)  Thb  was  signified  by  the  Angel  before  he  was  con- 
ceived in  the  Womb,  *'  His  name  shall  be  called  Jesus» 
fbr  &e  shall  save  his* People  from- their fiins/' 

That  the  Son  of  God,  (in  order  to  the  effectual  expi<> 
ation  of  Sin,)  suffered  in  our  Stead,  a9d  bore  the  Wratb 
of  God  for  ns,  and  made  a  perfect  Atonement  for  Sin, 
unid  obtained  eternal  Redemptton  fer  ns,  is  evident-  from 
a  Variety  of  fxpresnnnfi  in  3criptDra;^^aa  that^<  Ghriaft 
died  for  us/'  and  "for  our  Sins," — "the  Just  for  the 
unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God," — that "  be  was  a 
Sacrifice  fbr  us,  and  a  Propitiation  for  the  Sins  of  the 
v^hole  World." — that "  He  bore  our  8iii*4n  Hisown  Body 
on  the  Tree."  And  "  appeared  to  put  away  Sin  by  the 
Saicrifice of  bisself ;^  and  that  "W0  are  jujitified  inhis 
Blood,"  &c. 

'  Vaitt  then,  if  not  Impious,  nMWt  be- their  Afisertion^ 
mjip  affrm^  tha^  "Glvrist  died.nal  fqr  oiir  Sins*;  but.oaly 
as  thereby  to  give  Testimony  to  his  Doctrine,  and  as  an 
Example  to  encourageus to  suffer  cheerfully  for  the  WjlUi 
of  God : — for  this  is  to  dinunish  from  the  Grace  and 
Mercy  of  God,  and  from  the  exceeding  Love  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour '^to  Munkiudj  whichthe  Scriptures  do  every 
where  estol,  from  the  Gonsideratlon  ^of  hi^t  dying  for  va^ 
and  in  .our  St^ad. 

That  he  was  a  "  Teacher  sent  from  God,"  we  cor- 
dially admit,   That  "  Life  and' Immortality  Were  brought 
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In    Confirmation  of  the   Creeds  aibremid, 
(m  Article  8tli.)  it  hath  these  Woi^e,    ^'  The 


to  Light  by  his  Gospel,"  we  r^'oice  to  know,  and  to  ac- 
Icnowledge  : — But  that  the  sole,  or  even  the  pdncipal 
Design  of  his  coming,  was,  to  confirm  the  Certainty  of 
a  future  State,  and  to  assure  Mankind  of  a  Judgment  t9 
comcj  we  cannot,  by  any  Means,  allow. 

We  assert  that  he  came  in  the  Character  not  only  of  a 
Sing  and  Prophet ;  but  of  a  Priest,  not  merely  to  rule 
over,  and  instruct ;  but  to  redeem  also  : — not  only  to  com- 
mand to  Obedience,  and  set  an  £xample  of  it;  but  to 
atone  for  Transgression, — **  to  put  away  Sin,  by  the  Sa- 
crifice of  Himself.*^ 

The  Death  of  Ohricrt  was,  no  Dcyubt^  a  great  Testi- 
mony to  the  Truth  of  his  Doctrine ;  and  also  an  Example 
of  great  Encouragement  for  us  to  suffer  patiently  for  well- 
doing ;  **  seeing  that  Christ  also  endured  Grief,  the  Just  for 
the  unjust,  suffering  wrongfully^  leaving  us  an  Example, 
flhat  we  should  follow  his  Steps/' — But  though  this  was  one 
Part ;  yet  certainly,  the  great  and  principal  end  of  our 
Sayiour's  dying,  was,  that  he  might  thereby  make  Ex{)i~ 
atiou  for  the  Sins  of  Mankind.  If  the  Death  of  Christ 
was  not  an  Atonement  for  Sin,  the  Law  and  the  Pro- 
phets, Jesus  Christ  himself,  his  Fore-runner,  and  his 
Apostles,  all  spoke  a  Language  which  is  utterly  unin- 
telligible; and  which  could  not  have  moiie  jpfiectually 
dleceived,  bad  it  been  framed  for  the  exjpress  Puijpose  of 
Deception. 

Accordingly i^The  System,  called  Orthodox,  cbnsiden 
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Three   Creeds,    the    N|cene  Creed,  Athana- 
sius's  Creed,    and  that  which  is    commonly 


the  Evil  of  Sin  to  be  mtr^nsic^  unutterable,  and  so  great 
10  the  onerriog  Jadg;inent  of  Opd,  that,  supposing  in  any 
mnful  Person,  the  sincerest  Repentance,  and  a  perfect 
Relinquishment  of  e^eiy  criminal  Feeling,  Habit,  and 
Practice ;  still  such  a  Stain  and  Character  oi  Sin  re<p 
mains  that  it  would  be  infinitely  unbecoming  of  the  Di- 
vine Rectiti^de  to  pardon  the  sinful  Per^pq^  without  the 
Iptervention  pf  anpther  mgral  Jleasop  :  and  that  This  in^ 
terrening  Reason  be  of  suc^  a  IS'ature  and  Efficacy  as 
to  secure  ^he  Honour  of  Gpd's  righteous  Government,  and 
thp  Unchangeabieness  of  his  holy  Law,  in  both  its  Oblir 
gations  and  Sanctions.  (*)     But  the  Unitarian  System 

considers  Repentance,     and    for- 
|[«)  See  die  Wjidqm  of  saking    Sin,    with    virtuous     Jn- 
God  in  his  Dispeniation,    tentions    for    the  future,    m  Ml 
in  Note  (A)  Vol.  5.  page    ^^  ^^   ^^    ^f    ^    ^j^f^i     q^^^^ 
ill,  &c,  of  my  System  of  .  .i_   -^  ^k. 

Dmnity;  wUh  L  Sol-  ^'^  ^V^''^^ '^  ^^  tljat  •  nj>thing 
tions  end  Infeienees  from  «aore  IS  wanted  for  the  Attain^ 
if.  ment   of  Fprg|venef8,'  and  FaTpr 

withiJoji. 

And  it  is  too  well  known  with  whait  scorn  and  con- 
temptuous Pity,  Unitarians  ordinarily  treat  the  Tenderness 
of  Conscience,  the  distressing  Sense  of  Guilt,  and  over- 
whelming Self-Abhprrence,  the  deep  Repentance,  and 
lively  Faith  in  our  Lord  Jesiis  Christ,  as  the  Propitiation 
for  our  Sins,  by  which  alone,'  we  ftre  solemnly  persuaded, 
a  sinfnl^Mind  can  ever  obtain  Peace  with  God,  Purity 
of  Conscience,  and  a  good  Hope^  through  Grace,  of  etcr- 

nftl  Life.     • 

-  Mr.  BeUhafli 
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called  the  Apostle's  Creed,  ougbt  thoroughly 
to  be  reeeived  and  believed  ;   for  they  may  be 


Mr.  Belsh»m  informs  vf.,  in  fais  Elements,  (pp.  307* 
406.)  that  '^  the  Doctrine  of  Philosophicid  Necessity 
supersedes  Remorse.^  Aad  indeed  it  is  happy  that  it 
4oe8  so  ;  because^  whilst  on  the  one  fa^nd,  he  pronounces 
Remorse  nat  Jo  be  essential  to«  Repentance;  be  proves 
jon  the  other^  that  it  is  a  Thing  in  itself  kighljf  pernici^ 
p»s ;  inasmueh  as  it  is  **  founded  upon  the  Belief,  that 
in  the  same  previous  Circumstances  it  was  possible  to 
iiave  acted  othesrwise/'  —  A  perfect  Freedom  from  un- 
^easiness  of  Alin4,  lifter  the  Murder  of  a  Parent,  or  thf 
Seduction  of  the  Innocent;  a.n  undisturbed  Composure, 
Rowing  ^om  the  Conviction  that  under  iPrll  the  Circum* 
stances  it  was  impossible  to  have  acted,  otherwise,  must 
Purely  contribute  much  to  .accelerate  the  Repentance  of 
jLhe  Offender,  and  to  complete  hii  Reformatio^  ! . —  He 
{proceeds  further,  f^*  yoju  are  deficient  iu  ^j^rtuous  Habits^ 
you  wish  to  form  them;  you  have  .cpnt^^cted  vicious 
4^£fections,  you  vrish  to.  exterminate  then^*  You  know 
the  Circumstances,  in  which  your  Habits  we^e  originally 
pontracted^  and  by  which  they  have  b^en  confirmed. — 
Avoid  these  Circuinstaiice?,  and  gijre  the  .Mind  a  con.- 
irary  Bias." 

This  is  a  wfaimsica}  sort  of  Address,  from  a  ^  Writer,* 
who,  upon  his  Principle  of  Necessity;  maintains-  the  im- 
possibility pf'  fiivoidifig,  upon  the  Reciorreiipe  pf  .of  s|nt|T 
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proved  from   most  certain  Warrants  of  Holy 
Scripture.'* 


lar  Circurastaoces,  any  Act  which  has  once  been  per- 
formed. For  if  this  be,  ak  he  conteods  it  is»  (Elemaiis 
&c.  p.  107.)  a  anfficient  Reason  for  asserttng,  that  the 
Person  who  has  once  yielded  to  any  Temptation,  must 
under  the  like  Circumstances  yield  to  it  again,  and  thai 
consequently  the  oaly  Chance  for  his  Escape  is  to  be 
found  in  Flight:  it  must  likewise  be  a  sufficient  Reason 
for  conolnding,  that  he  who  has  not  at  one  Time  beeu  able 
to  fly  from  the  Circumstances  which  brought  the  Temp« 
tation,  will  not  be  able  to  fly  from,  them  at  another;  the 
Circumstances  at  the  Time  of  the  intended  Flight,  being 
the  same  as  before  :  and  thus  the  ImposaibiUty  recurs  ad 
infitnium.  —  Our  Writer  bad  condemned  Mr.  Godwin, 
f'Eiemenis^  &c.  p.  40J»,)  for  the  indiscreet  A.  vowal  of  the 
Consequences  of  this  System ;  namely,  that  fu:cessary 
Agents  art  incapable  of  moral  Discipline.  But  has  not 
Mr.  B.  himself,  as  completely  disclosed  the  Secret  by  hU 
reasoning  ?  For,  if  a  necessary  Agent  can  neter  acquire  an 
Increase  of  Strength,  to  resist  the  Temptations  of  Vice, 
where  is  the  Improvement  in  moral  Discipline?  This 
Parthian  Moralist,  who  is  to  be  for  ever  unequal  to  the 
90^117  v<rp>iy,  and  can  hope  to  conquer  only  by  flying, 
will  find  that  he  will  not  have  much  to  boast  of  in  the 
Way  of  Conquest,  if  his  Steed  is  to  be  as  much  fet- 
tered i^  the  Flight,  as  he  is.  hin^^elf  manacled  in  the 
Conflict.  Alas !  that  Mr.  B.  will  not  permit  his  Peni- 
tent, to  call  tQ  k^.  Aid,  tj^at  Auxilia^ry.  A^d  that  Armour» 
which  would  enable  him  to  quench  all  the  Jiery  Darts  of 
the  Wicked  (  Prayer  and  ttire  Assistance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  We 
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As  these  are  her  Articles^  we   are  not  to 
wonder  that  her  Practice    is  conformable.-- 


'  We  may  ask  here,  "THowdid  Christ  and  his  ApoaU«8 
feel  the  Condition  of  infatuated  and  impenitent  Sinners  ? — 
How  did  they  denounce  the  Condemnation  of  the  Utf- 
believing  and  Ungodly,  "  The  Terrors  of  the  Lord,"— - 
"  The  Wrath  of  God  revealed  from  Heaven ,•♦— The  fear- 
ful looking-for  of  Judgment  and  fiery  Indignation  ? — With 
what  holy  Earnestness  and  Commisseration,  with  what 
Tenderness  and  deep  Concern,  did  they  warn,  rehuke' 
exhort,  and  intreat  Men  ?  —  *'  How  shall  we  escape,  if 
we  neglect  so  great  Salvation  ?" 

But  alas  1  —  What  a  Contrast  do  the  best  and  greatest 
Unitarians  exhibit,  if  the  following  Passage  may  be 
taken  as  Evidence ! 

"  The  firm  Faith  that  you  and  I  have,  that  even  the 
Wicked,  after  a  State  of  wholesome  Discipline,  (and 
that  not  more  severe  than  will  be  necessary,)  will  be 
raised,  in  due  Time,  to  a  State  of  Happiness,  greatly 
diminishes  our  Concern  on  that  Account." — Dr.  Priestley 
to  Mr.  Lindsey,  in  Belsham's  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Lindsey, 
p.  537. 

^*  The  Unitarians  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  Decla- 
ration of  Paul  (Rom.  x.  9.)  that  *  if  they  (ionfess  with 
their  Mouth  that  Jesus  is  their  Master ,  and  believe 
with  their  Heart,  that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the 
Pead|  they  shall  be  saved,"  even  though  in  direct  De- 
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Accordingly,  in  her  Song  of  Praise,  (the  *•  Te 
DeumT)  she  hath  the  following :  **  Thou  art 
the  everlasting  Son  of  the  Father."^ 


fissce  of  this  high  Authority,  the  learoed  Lecturer  an^ 
bis  TeiMrable  CoHeafgues  should  exclude  them  fiom  Ih^  . 
Christian  Commufiity,  deny  them  the  Christian  Nam^,, 
and  denounce  them  as  Infidels  and  Blasphemers,  becausr 
'ihey  refuse  their  Assent  to  certain  metaphysical  Subtil- 
ties  which  are  beyond  aay  One's  Comprehension,  and 
not  one  Word  of  which  .  is  contained  in  the  New  Tes-^ 
tamcnt.'^— (Therr  Reply  to;l>r.  Moysey,  page  1^.) 

The  following  Notion  €>f  Purgmtory,  we  find  laid  dow»# 
in  the  following, — 

**  If  there  be  a  future  Life,  the  immediate  Cenditioi» 
of  the  great  Mass*  of  Mankind*  when  they  enter  upon 
it,  must  be  a  State  of  very  coniderable  Pain  ai|d 
Sufcring.  For  the  great  Majority  of  human  Charaeter» 
are  alloyed  with  one  or  more  vicious  Habits  and  Afi^ec- 
lions.  These  nnist  be  put  under  a  Process  of  Cure,^ 
more  oi  less  severe,  in  Proportion  to  the  Malignity  of  the 
moral  ^Disease/'  (Elements  of  the  Philosophy  of  the 
Mind^  page  402) — Our  Author  also  affirms  that  he  liatir 
the  Testimony  of  Scripture  fbr^  this  Doctrine^ 

It  may  be  from  the  Second  MaccdbMcs,  where  others  have 
pretended  to  find  it  also. — Or,  perhaps,,  he  has  not  joined 
in  turning  the  Doctrine  to  so  good  Account  as.  those 
who  have  professed  to  find  it  there;   his  Authority  (it  in 
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In  her  Litany,  and  through  all  her  iAturgy\ 
She  4ddresses  God  the  Son/ in^  ec^ual  Termi 


presumed)  has  been  of  that  classical  Nature  which  might 
better  suit  a  Philosopher. 

*'  Ergo^  extrcenthr  PaniSf  veteru$nque,  mahrum 
*'  Supplici  expendunt :  Alias  panduntur  inanes 
**  Suspensce  ad  Ventos  ;  J  His  Sub  Ourgitev(ut<* 
*•  Infeciumeluitur  Scelus,  nut  exUritue  fgid 
*'  Qaisque  Sttospatitur  ManesJ" — Mn.LiKvi* 

*'  For  this  are  various  PeQances  enjoined, 

*'  And  some  are  hung  to  bleath  Upon  the  Wind ; 

•*  Some  plunged  in  Wiiters,  otherU  plunged  in  Fires^ 

*<Tin  all  th^  Dregs  are  drained,  and  alt  tile  Rustexpir^ 

**  All  have  their  Manes,  and  all  those  Manes  bear.'' 

Diydek. 

Pagans^  Jttos,  Mahometans,  and  Papist s,  hare  heretofore 
held  thes<i  Notions :  to  the^e  we  must  add  the  PhildsopMcal 
Uniiarian, 

Unitarianism  appears  to  plead  the  high  (Saims,  ami 
Glory  of  Divine  Righteonsness,  in  a  Subserviency  to  the 
eternal  Happineiss  of  even  the  most  wicked  of  Crea- 
tures.— They  may  live  in  flagrant  Impiety  and  Enmity  *to 
God,  and  to  his  Plans  of  Benevolence  and  Rectitude^  and 
they  may  die  hardenfed  in  Impiety »  and  in  every  Form  l>f 
Crime':  but  many;  at  feast,  of  the  Unitarian  Body  asswe 
them,  that  paternal  Mercy  will  follow  them  heydiid  the 
Gravi  ;'that  thetf  dfufftrings  irin  W  ndtbifig  hW4fm^f^^ 
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with  ,God  the  Father,    as  Everlasting,    and 
reigning   with  him ;'' —^particularly,    in    the 


Discipline,  and  their  Pains  bat  in  Reality  die  Exercises  of 
Divine  OoodnesSy  or,  in  equivalent  Words,  the  greatest 
Blessing,  of  which,  under  all  Circumstances,  they  will 
be  capable. 

Yea,  The  very  Justice  of  God  is  made  subservient  to 
this  Scheme  of  allaying  the  greatest  Fears  of  the  per* 
severing  Sinner,  and  assuring  him  of  ultimate  Felicity. 

The  usual  Arguments  in  Favour  of  the  Opinion  of  final 
Restitution  appear  to  proceed  on  the  Assumption,  that  • 
God  would  otherwise  be  unjust  and  tyranuical;  and  that 
He  is  bound  either  to  have  prevented  the  Existence  of 
Evil,  or  efficaciously  to  remedy  it  in  every  Case  of  its 
Occurrence. 

.  Thus  the  Offenders,  when  at  last  they  have  become 
virtuous  and  happy,  shall  have  to  say,  that  they  enjoy 
their  Liberation  and  Felicity,  not  as  an  Act  of  God's  Cle* 
mency,  but  as  an  Acquisition  of  their  own  Right. 

Not  so  ddes  the  sincere  and  practical  Orthodox  Chris- 
tian hope,  that  he  hath  so  **  learned  Christ,  and  has 
been  taught  by  him,  as  the  Truth  is  in  Jesus."  He  sees 
that  there  is  a  Divine  and. perfect  Harmony,  in  the  Wis. 
dom  and  Holiness,  the  Righteousness  and  Love  of  God, 
as  manifested  im  the  Redemption  of  Mankind  by  the  Obe- 
dieiifie  and  SttflbringB  of  oni:  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    JBe  kaoirs 
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Form   of  her    Address    in    the    Commuiriou 
Service  for  Trinity  Sunday; — affimliiig  that 


and  feels  that  the  Gospel  of  Grace  is  a  Doctrine  according^ 
to  Godliness,  purifying  the  Heart/  imbuing  it  wtlhi  tl^ 
best  Principles  of  all  Piety  and  Virtue,  and  supplyiag 
the  most  effectual  Motives  and  Means  of  tiring  not  to  lum'* 
self,  but  to  his  Lord,  who  died  and  rose  again  for  him* 

The  Doctrine  of  the  renewing,  and  sanctifying,  mi 
preserving  Influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  embraces  as 
a  most  welcome  Part  of  the  Plan  of  saving  Mercy,  esta^- 
blished  by  his  heavenly  Father. 

On  this  Foundation  of  Redemption  and  Grace,  he  builds 
his  cheerful  Hope  of  Deliverance  from  all  Sin,  and  all  its 
fatal  Consequences.  The  Testimony  of  Heaven  dictates 
his  Belief,  that  **  other  Foundation  can  no  Man  lay,"  and 
that,  to  the  unhappy  Persons,  who  reject  this  Hope  set 
before  them,  '*  there  remains  no  more  any  Sacrifice  for 
Sin,  but  a  fearful  looking-for  of  Judgment;,  and  fiery 
Indignation,  to  devour  the  Adversaries/' 

With  an  Heart  as  full  of  Sensibility,  as  that  of  his  Uni- 
tarian Friend  can  be,  he  looks  into  the  awful*  the  unfa- 
thomable Mystery  of  the  Permission  and  Prevalenco  of 
Sin,  and  the  nev^r-dying  Misery  which  it  Produces,--* 
.  While  he  receives  with  a  submissive  Faith  the  numerous, 
clear,«and  pointed  Declarations  of  the  Diviue  Word,  that 
for  tbft. finally  impenitent,  no  Hope  remains  after  Death; 
he  possesses  a  sweet  Confidence  that  all  tha  righteous 
Judgments  of  God  will  beexercised  in  highest  Harmony, 
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^'  T>j?it  wW9h  we  bejieye  of  the  piory  of  th# 
JPaiher,  the  same  we  believe  of  the  Sod,  and 


pi^  eofi0iuiim<^  Wisdoai,  Md  with  the  most  pure  and 
f0ff$t^  BonevoleBce. 

He  knows  that  etenml  Justiee  will  do  the  Wicked 
no  Wrong,  and  will  never  permit  them  to  suffer  the 
least  lajury :  aqd  he  rejoices  in  the  full  Assurance  of 
^tb,  tbM«  i0  the  most  awful  Betribiitioiis  of  Jfehor^'s 
}ko\y  Government,  he  will  be,,  by  ^very  righteous  Beings 
4|dmirpd,  adored,  and  glorified,  as  uQt  less,  the  God  61 
liove,  than  in  the  brightest  Displays  of  his  saving 
MjBrcy. 

See  Dn  Edwards's  Salvation  of  all  Mea  strictly  pi^-^ 
amin^d. — Qla^gow,  1802. 

Happy'  would  it  he  for  those  Persons,  if  they  would 
^eriously  reflect  on  the  Guilt  with  which  they  defile 
their  own  Souls,  before  their  Saviour  and  Judge,  and 
p{  the  egregious  Injuries  they  inflict  upon  his  blessed  and 
ho}y  Cause,  by  any  Modes  of  defending  it,  which  their 
Consciences  pannot  but  tell  them,  are  inconsistent  with 
f*  Simplicity  and^odly  Sipcenty/* 

It  might  also,  as  an  inferior  Confideration,  do  them 
^ood  to  reflect,  how  little  value,  in  the  impartial  Estir 
mation  of  Posterity,  will  attach  to  their  Works,  if  their 
Streams  of  Talents  and  Learning  are  polluted  by  the 
^lack  Infusion  of  Bigotry,  Haughtiness,  and  Injustice, 
—The  £mi3ions  of  iinchristian  Feeling  will  he  viewe^ 
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<rf  >the  Holy  Ghost,   .witiboot  any  pifference 
or  ilnequality^'' 

^.  Apcqrdingly  in  her  18th  .Canon,  it  is  ap* 
pointed  (among  other  Things,)  that  ''wAen^ 
ifi  Time  of  Divinp  Service^  the  *  ^lord  Jesus* 
shall  be  mentione4f  due  and  lowly  lleverenee 
Bhall  be  done  by  all  Persons  present,  as  it 
iiath  been  accustomed :"  (*)  testifying  by  these 
.outward  Ceremonies  and  Gestures,  their  in* 
ward  Humility,  Christian  Resolution,  and 
4ue  Acknpwled^ment,  that  ''  the  Lord  Jesus, 
tbe  irofi  and  ete^i^l  Son  of  Qod,  is  the  only 
Savionr  of  the  World,  in  whom  alone  all  the 
Mercies,  Graces,  and  Promises  of  God  to  Manr 
]k:lndl,'fdr  this  Life,  and  the  Life  to  come,  are 
fully  and  wholly  comprised/' — 

And  now,  from  this  full  Statement  of  the 
Whole,— from  Reason^ — ^from    Scripture,  and 


hereafter  with  Grief  end  Regret  ;*--wfailsC  the  '' Worde 
of  Sohernese  and  Truth,"  spoken  or  written,  'Un  Lore,** 
will  abide 'the  Trial  of  Time,  and  faipoish  pl/saeipg  Bef 
flealaone  in  Eternity* 

(*)  Jit  CcbIo  Sanctis  Christo  Reverentia  daiurf 
In  ierrdque  Piis  veneratur  nomen  lesus^ 
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▲ntiqiiilyv  vad  foMik  the  Ckamctfear  of  €bn^ 
himself,  and  the  Agreement  bf  our  Ghiircdi 
with  ^H,  in  the.Ca^e^  what  Comfort. may  we 
jraw  to  ourselves  from  such  united,  irresistil^Ie 
l^trength  of  Argument !— rThat  whilst  ot^j^rs, 
resting  oil  their    own    private   Judg;menJ,;^') 


li^em^elTei  iaMatteraii  of, Religion,,  i8,.ifKe:tUii^>.  a  ^pnj^ 
and  uiuafe  Gxouml  to  be  admitted  : — For^  who  cap  saji; 
ito  this  Case,  where  they  will  make  a  Stand;  and  wLat' 
Consequences  may  ensue  ?^— It  ia  an-  extenaiire'  PVfDei)ils' 
idUahjtistifiiisaall  Seets,  and  snpecsedes;  ail  lostiMUiMC. 
aiyti  SaMameoto  whfili96Tqrt  eiftm^\^§  m.  01#i;  fft^^ 
^f)i^Bm  to.  U^Bf^^  ^d  bejond  iti,  e^n  wfo.  ||li^  J^% 
irileges  and  Immunities  aft  ln£t4^1ity^  i^^^ — S^sif^es^  .    . 

IB  tfito  BriwitiftL  b»  ^dmittadb  wimt^tr^^gffiBwipri^s 
o|^b«nai).  d^pvavif K  wqdl4  foUqw  ?    %  thi^  Caf e^.  *^  Vffff 
Man  would  be  a  Law  to  himself,"  and  all  Things  become 
V       desperate  l— for  T«ij«t,.  being.  an>irratioiaI  PriincipteiL  hsM!L 
no  Reason.  —  When  Men  took  Wives  of  ali  they  chose, 
aiMftkad  no  Bulabuifer  thia  o^  Ohme^  tbulaift  w^^fmMr 
|i1Udwit]iV1ol»aoe.;-*--md:i|%o  n^aj^taKeiwhattthej&dWPti' 
iac  ft^iotty  SttctSr.  and:  IMKiuons,.  SttiA  «abd(  ^livyltgr 
Rebellion  and  Sacrilege,  without  Endj^aBUillll^lluiiQiaea 
sequence. 

Sales  of  Eton,   in  hi«  sarcas|ic  and  maliciou«i  Tract 
^Mip  ScMsnij  proposes  it  as  a  grand  Expedietft  ^vm 
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^«AtMat^rti<d6  €»  CrttbA,  (<^^  ^rHiNl  ^6m 
.^<h  kvcfiy  Wihd  of  ^octrifie,  1>]^  thie  cahtiftr^ 


advancing  of  Unity,  that  we  should  **  consider  all  the 
.Iiitnigies^  that  mre,  and  cfvier  liave  beea^  wad  «d«iof« 
.from  them  whatever  k  scandalous  to  aay  P»Qf»  and 
.leave  notbiing  but  what  all  agi«e  oaei." 

tte  shdtAd  itKVe  closed  his  'l^ehtence  a  Gttle  sooner, 
ihd  WVifffed  »s  fkiAjr  Vnd  lonestly  to  *'  leave  »oMiV^  ?' 
Tl^AiaftVill  certainly  be  th^  JBvemt,  wben  tlie  Objectioos 
^  UB  Parties  ttre  suffered  Ito  prevail :— there  bdog  no 
^v^  "Phljre  bif  Ihe  litur^,  wherein  all,  wbo  pretend  to 
WoffsV^  febd,  adi  Christians,  are  agreed^ 

See  Vol.  I.  page  956. 

<^)  tt  is  objected  1that  the  Church  hatti  imposed  Ar* 
tides  o?  iPaith,  which  the  Gospel  hath  not  imposed^  and 
tor  which  t^hrist  hath  given  no  Authority.  —  This  Obyeo^ 
tion  extends  to  every  Charch  upon  £arth»  that  re^ttii^ 
uy  Articles  ofl^eith,  a9  Terms  of  Church  Communkm^ 
and  it  proves  toe  much,  if  it  proves  any  Thing. 

Hie  tMptk^  H  is  trtw,  imposes  noting  but  Baptism, 
and  faith  ^  Cte  KeiSt^  ibf  th^  FatliiBr,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost:— All  other  Articles  are  intended  for  the  Defence 
«ri  Seewrily  <rf  tVs  Oae  in  lie  ptoftf^  «5ctfetit.  Jknd 
mwk  Artitiea  will  be  snare  tttr  iemt  «c«^itig  tb  A6 
l!mm  mi  Oc^asiMi,  aa  4ba  A4lV«i«aH^  bi  ^  Tkhh 
HfiMtt  it  oa  difemit  «idte.  t»i  uMi  dWereM  ^tsci^ 

tiNi  Qaapel  does  act,  in  eiiprtss  Wwds  require  that 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Craftiness  of  those  ^bo  lie  in  Wait  ttf  do^ 
ceive:  or,  (in  the  Pride  of  tb^r  HeaMs, 
even    ''deny   the  Lord    that  boagbt  them;** 


w  ghoald  rBnonnee  the  World*,  the  FleA»  tird  lEe  Devil ; 
•or  set  down  the  Apostles'  Creed,  at  a  Coiiditlbn  of  Coiit* 
maoioo  ;«-attd  if  we  had  a  Miad  to  be  pftrveue  aad4sapb 
tioQt  we  might  argue  that  a  Man  may  eome  to  Chici«|iaii 
Baptism  with  Us  Mouth  shut,  or  a  at  say  <me  Word,  for 
liimself,  because  tbe  Gospel  hath  not  laid  dowa  the  Form 
nor  specified  t&e  Terms-  of  the  Baptismal  Goveaant, 
though  the  Intention  and  Sense  of  it,  (what  we  are  to 
renounce,  and'  what  we  are  to  believa  and  do)  is  clear 
throughout  the  Mew  Teitament 

We  hare  no  Occasion  here  to  inquire  what  our  Articles 
ire,  beeaujie  the  Objection  eatends  to  all  Articles  what- 
aoe?fr,  except  such  are  set  down  in  Scripture ;— which 
•ets  diown  nothing  but  Baptism,  and  is  so  brief  in  its 
Account  of  it,  that  every  true  Principle  of  Christiaa 
Faith  might  be  evaded,  if  we  were  to  lay  hold  of  some 
short  Expressions',  and  make  th^m  exclueive,  contrary 
to  the  common  Rules  of  Reasoning,  the  plainest  Facts, 
and  the  Nature  of  the  Case,  as  some  bavedone.  {    >  • 

It  is  plain^  the  Churcb  was  under  aome  particular 
Itulea  besides  the  Expressions  of  the  New:  T^^fanfent, 
from  the  Words  of  St.  Paul,  where  he- 'melitione  the 
'*  Traditions  or  Ordinances,**  delivered  to  the  Churcih  ^ 
Corinth,  to  be  religiously  kept  and  observed.  —  See  1 
Cor.  xi.  a. 
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Tayght  mid  maintamsd  bjf  tk^  Ckmrdk.  541 

we  are  of  the  ^'  Established  Church/*  which, 
having  the  Form  of  sound  Words  in  all 
Points  of  Religion,  deals  openly  and  fairly^ 
brings  all  her  Doctrines  to  the  Light,  mani- 
fest toall ;  holding  forth  her  open  and  public 
Standard  of  Truth,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures; whereunto  we  shall  do  well,  equally 
.Bs  to  the  Scriptures,  always  to  report,  both 
for  Faith  and  Morals;  being,  like  the  Sim 
in  the  Firmament,  the  steady  grand  Lumi- 
nary of  the  World,  sound  in  Faith,  and  the 
zealoqs  Promoter    of  all  Righteousness. 


END  OF  VOL  11. 


Featberttone  k  Sptrk,  Fnnttn,  Kzeter. 
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